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Whereto 1s premis'd 


A Diſcourſe 


About ſuch kind of Thoughts: 
The ſecond Edition. 
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miſcendum eft. Cum 1mus per occulta Nature, cum divi- 
na trattamus, vindicandus eft 4 malis ſuis animus, ac 
ſubinde firmandus. Sen, Natural. Quaſt.Lib.2. cap.s9. 
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Ro i EE th. a. 


prevailed with to venture abroad 


28h 


Manaus 
'TO 
*SOPHRONIA. 


#*Tisthe name given 
ro the ſame Lady, in 
the Il. Seftion of the 
following Meditati=- 
ONS, 


My Deareſt Siſter, 


"On receive in this Effe& 
of wy Obedience, one of the 
higheſt Proofs I can give 
You of its Greatneſs; Foy 
when Tou Command but things that 
tend to Your Serwice, the Performance 
is wont to be accompanied with 
4 Satisfattion, that ſuffers me not to 
find it Uneaſy. But I confeſs it was 
vot without ReluEtancy, that F was 


Compoſures , wherein, even when [ 
publiſh Them, decline Owning them, 
A} and 


and which, ( if our Names be diſco- 


| the Reputation ( if it have any ) 
of my Pen ; but, (where Tow are leſs 
known ) bring into QueStion that of 
Your Fudgment. *Twas eaſie for me to 
repreſent to Tou how unfiniſhed and 


unpoliſhed the Trifles you called for,. 


were,eſpeciallyconſideringthat thelm- 
' matureneſs of ſome of them would-not 


probably be theChief thing that would 


make many think they come forth Vn- ' 
ſeaſonably, funce they avowedly Aim 


at the Perſuading and Teaching men 
to Improve their Thoughts, as well as 
Husband their time,at a ſeaſon, when 


both thoſe Pretious Things are ſo Neg- 


lefed, or ſo Mis-imploy'd, that the _ 


chief uſe, which too many make of the 
Former, is to deviſe wayes to get ridd 
of the Latter. But though fo my On- 
readineſs to Publiſh theſe wery long 
 negleBied Papers, at the ſame time 

O | ”"" Widen 


i» # 


wer d may I fear, not only hazard 
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: 
when a Pr e-engagement oblig'd me to 

Diſpatch another Treatiſe of a quite 
different Nature, I added all thoſe 0- 
ther diſſuading Conſulerations that T 


| hawe mentioned in the Preface tothe 


Reader, yet what I repreſented proved 
as Unavailable, as what I had writ- 
ten was In-compleat. For, whilſt Tou. 
fancied that the following RefleGions 
( ſuch as they are) had Fewer Faults, 
and were like to do More Good,than Ll 
can preſume ; Your Charity for others, 
andPartiality for me,mad: you ſo reſo- 
lute and preſſing to have me run a 
Venture , which you are pleas'd to 
think but a very Small One , that I 
judged it morc excuſable to preſent you 
GreenFruit,than,by obſtinatelyRefu- 
fing what you ſeemed almoſt to Long 
for, loſs an opportunity of Eine a0, 
ThatYourCommands canPrevail,botl 
where thoſe of Others would have been. 
wholly Ine feftual, and when they re- 
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quired me to preſent Ton ( ſome, if not 
many) things that are ſo little worthy 
of Tou, that perbaps they are ſcarcely 


fo, ev'n of me. 


Wonder not, Dear Sophronia, that 


I appear ſo $S ollicitons to manifeſt the 


OO of my Obedience; fince That. 


amplyes an urgency in yourCommands, 
that it highly concerns me to have ta- 
ken notice of. For thoſe that, having 
the Happineſs to converſe with You, 

ſhall chance to caft their Eyes upon 
the following Papers, will probably 

think that I ſhew gs linleDiſcretionin 
the Addreſs, as I bawve ſhewn Skill in 
the writing of theſe Refle&ions;when 


I expoſe ſuch Cenſurable Things tothe. 


Judgment of aPerſon that has ſo pier-- 


cing a One, and preſent Trifles to one 
that deſerves the Nobleſt ProduGi- 
ons of ( what ſbe is ſo great a Miſtreſs 


of) Witzand Eloquence. Upon whoſe 


Account ſhe 1s wont to perſuade Piety 
| a 


as-Femdſomly m herDifcourſes,at ſhe 
expreſſes it Exomplarily in her A&li- 
ons; and might, if her Modeſty didde(? 
confine ber Pen to Excellent Letters, 


both make the Wits of our Sex'ran)a 


Writer of Hers;and keep Our Apefrom 
envying Antiquity,of thoſe Celebrated 
Ladies,who,by their TriumphantElo- 
quence; Ennobled the People of Rome, 
antl taught their Childrem. to. "Ong 
thoſe Rulers of the world. 

But when F can evdpbiee uot onely 
Your Command s,but evenTour Inpor- 
tunity ingagetl ne (though not'tothe 
Addreſs, yet ) to the Pablication of 
theſe P My f may reaſonably bope, 
that among thoſe ntany conſiderable 
Perſons to whomT onr Att ainments are 
not unknown, not only my Dedication 
will be Excuſed, - but even my Book. 
will not be ſo haſtily Condlemned. 

'But I dare not proſerute ſo Fruit- 


| ful aSub ny ,for fear of offendingT onr 


Modeſty 


Modefy : ; ſince that predomins at Vire 


ation for all Your other Qualities,that 


it is as much Your Cuftome to look 


ev'n upon Small Praiſes asF latteries, 
0s it is Tour Prerogative to keepGreat 
ones from being ſo: And I ſhould 
therefore have omitted that little it 


ſelf whichT have ſaid,if,onThs occa- | 


fron, my Intereſt did not as well Ob- 
lige me, as the known Truth Warrant 


me, ſoto Conſeder Your Modeſty, as 


not to be altogether Injurious to Tour 
_ other Excellencies; ſince the Reader's 
knowledge of Theſe ( if be be not a 
ſtranger to Ton ) will promiſe me this 
Advantage, that divers of the Cri- 
ticks themſelves will chuſe rather ta 
Abſolve my Writings, than Condemn 
Your Fudgment : and that at leaft , 

the Dewout,to whomYour PraGlice has 
afforded ſo many other Examples, will 


be Jerpulons to be moreSewverctotheſe | 


P apers, 


tne gives Ton ſo great an Vndervalu- 
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Papers, than a Perfon in whom, upon - 

the ſcore of ber own Style, Severity 
were more juſtifiable than in moſtRea- 
” ders ( without excepting the Eloquent 
Ones ) and will imitate Her, in Confi- 
dering , that this Book pretends to 
preſent them Thoughts, rather than 
Words,and inSupporting,for the ſake 
of the Deſign, the Manner in which 
it is proſecuted. 

' And certainly, my Lady R's: Ap- 
probation,is aHappineſiwhich divers 
ſorts of Conſiderations may render as 
Adwvantageous as Welcome to me. For 
if any of theſeT houghts,do (which yet 
F can ſcarce hope) derive it from Tour 
Tuſtice, that great meaſure of Efteem 
You do not only Merit , but Poſſeſs, 
may both Aſſure them of a General 
One,and much contribute to Procure it 
them. But if all of them owe your Ap- 
probation ( as I fear they do) to your 
Partiality;funce that muſt not be Smalt 

AN % fo. 


tube ablets pervert fuch # Tudgment, 
This-it ſelf will prove an Evidence of 
the Bleſſing of Your AfeG1ion;which is 
a Felicity, that F know You enough to 
«ue above all the Praiſes I can miſs 
of : fince Applauſe can make me happy 
but in other Mens Opinion, but Your 
Priendſbip can make me ſo in my own. 
Yet, apprehend not, Siſter, That I 
ſhould hepe envleavor,by a ſolemn Cha+ 
raGer of Ton, to juſtifie what I have 
been ſaying : For, though to write a 
Dedicatovy Epiſtle, without a Panegy- 
rickgbe grown of late veryUVnfaſhiona* 
ble ; yet ſince 'tis as much fo, to take 
| the Praiſes wont to be profuſely given 
in ſuch Letters for Meaſures of any 
thing but the Writers Wit, T muſt ra- 
ther referve the Acknowledgments I 
owe Your Merit and Tour Fawours to 
ſome Occaſion, where they may not be 
lyable to paſs for a Tribute paid to 
Cuftom, not 4 Debt due to You ; than 


draw 


rag 


draw a needleſs Suſpition upon the 
Sincerity of our Friendſhip, by endea- 
wouring to expreſs my AﬀeStion and 
|  Efteemina Dedicatory Letter ; and 

| by chuſing to Profeſs, upon an Occaſt- 
| . on where Cuſtom allows men to Say, 
| what they do not Think, ſo Great and 
Real. a Truth, as that of my being, far 
more upon the Account of Efteem and - 


Gratitude, than of Nature it ſelf, 
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WORE LENT. Oe. Ta 


My Deareſt Siſter, 


[ Your moſt AﬀeGionate, 
; and moſt Faithful S$ers 
vant, 


R: B. 
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AN 
| INTR ODUCTORY 


PrEraAGCE: 


Df Hen I conſider the Diſadvantages , 
RIA with which the following Trifles come 
abroad, in an Age, that is not only ſo 
Cenſoriow, but ſo Intelligent, as this 
of ours , neither the Pariiality of my 
Friends, nor the favourable Reception that the Pub. 
lick has hitherto vouchſafed to what bath been pre= 
ſented it, of mine, is able to give me a Confidence, 
(though they almoſt create a Hope) That theſe Pa« 
pers will meet with as kind an Entertainment, as 
| thiſe of the ſame hand that have preceded them, And 
| yer, without being wanting 20 my ſelf, I cannot but 
! adde, That by the belp of Their ſuggeſtions, who 
have urg*d the Publication of theſe Thoughts, 1 am 
| ot unfarniſhd with (at leaſt) Tolerable Excuſes 
: for the things that ſeem likely to ſtand in need of 
| ny. | 

I ſhall not mach wonder to find it ſaid, That the 
Book is, In general, far ſhort of being an Exa@ and 
Finiſh'd Piece, For perhaps few Readers will be 
more of that mind, than the Author is, But by way 
of Apology, it may be repreſented, That moſt of the 
_fol- 


 Anlatroductory Preface. 

ollaing Papers, being written for my own private 
[pens deal of Noah in them my 
appear as pardonable,' as a Careleſs Dreſs, when a 
man intends not, nor expects, to go out of his ſtudy, 
or let himſelf be ſeen, And that which ] now pub. 
lifh being defignd, not to ſatisfle the Criticks, but to 
gratifie:the Devont, Thapeit will be thoxght a Venial 
Crime, if in ſome of theſe Meditations. 1 bdve not 
aim'd 10 expreſs Eloquence, but only to cheriſh Piety, 
T ſay, in ſome, becauſe there may be others ( where 
a different ftyeywat thought fitter) in whoſe Favour 
I would produce ſuch Suffrages, as would not be 
lighted, if I were concerwd to do atiy more for thoſe 
Papers, thatr Excuſe 1hem. | 


their Shill aw. making Meditations, Indifferently up- 
on the Occurrences:that ſhall happen, aud wander 
70. farther from the Cironnſtances of. their Themes, 
nor lard them any more 'with Sentences ..aud other 


And perbaps they that ſpall takg be paits to try | 


Yaſſages\ borrow'd from the Fathers , -or the Poets, | 


than-inmoſt of the following Papers, have done x 
will not. find-ihe Tak, ſo eafie,, but that they will 
think;#t reaſonable to:be Mild intbeir Genfures, and 
will diſcern, that in ſuch Compoſares, ſome Unac< 
carateneſs is ſo hard tobe avoided, that is ſhould nat 
be bard to be Fargiven. | 

1 know the want of Vniformity in the ſtyle of the | 
enſuing Refletions, may, ſpecioufly enough be cenſtts | 
red, - For, not to menticu that ſome. of tbeni are ve= | 
ty leng, and others very ſhort ; it will be ſaid, that | 
Jome are written in-a very Neglefted, and orbers cv" | 
in a [uxuriant firain there may(perebance)appear | 
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eaſily be found, berwixt Compoſiires that are none of 
them Excellent, Beſides, that the Incoherence of 
; | '  tÞE 


® 3 


betwixt ſome of them, as great an Inequality as.can} 


[ | 
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| An Introdutory Preface. 
the Subjetts, together with the differing Ways where« 
in they are handled, may make them look, ſo little of 
kin t0 one another, As ſcarce to appear the Produfiions 


of the ſame Pen, Butthis Uneven way of writing 


w11 poſſibly be rather h pardon'd than wondred at, by 
thoſe that ſhall be informed, | 

That the nature of this kind of Compoſwures re 
quires not any other than a loeſe and Deſultory way 
of writing, 2 FP TD | 
That theſe Refleftions are very far from coming 


" 


| abroadin the Order of Time wherein they were ſet 


down : but in that Caſual ordery wherein, when 1 


was engap'd to tack them together, 1 was able to light 


83 them among my looſe and forgotten Papers, Ma= 
ry of which being diſcovered to have been lift when 


ſome of the reſt were to be at the Preſi, I was fain, 


for the compleating of - the number, to inſert here and 
there ſome of a much freſher date, among thoſe that 
were made (45 ſome know who then read them) (ix= 
teen or ſeventeen years ago; when my Style could 
hardly be other than differing enough from what it 
—— an 

' Andliſth, That the differing Natures of ſeve«_ 
ral Snbjefts required, that the Refleions on ſome 
of them ſhould be far Longer than on others , and 
As my want of Leiſure, and ſometimes of Diſpoſeaneſs 
#0 write, inducd me.t0 make ſome of my Confidera= 
tions but ſhort : So Tthowght fit to let them paſi for 
Their ſakgs, t» whom, for want of Time or Skill, tbe 
Brevity of thoſe, may make them the fitter, and 1be 
more recommend them, 


| Beſides, what has been alledged again {t the Style, 
I know 1t may be ohjefed, That in ſome of the Mee 


ditations, the Subje&ts are very Mean, and Trivial, 
and that ſuch Themes are not Worthy the being de<: 


F ſcanted 


Tow 


An Introduftory Preface. 
ſcanted on, And wmdeed, if 1 ain'd at the W, riters 
advantage, more than the Readers, I could eadfily 
h ize left them ont, - and bave ſabſtituted in their 
Places ſome others that Iye by me, leſs liable to Con- 
tempt. But I confeſs, I did not think my ſelf * obs 
\Jig'd, to publiſh no Meditations, but the leaſt Cen= 
ſarable ones that I had made; and divers of thoſe 
entimatea in the objedion, were purpeſely inſerted, 
when I was prevail'd with to bundle wp theſe looſe 
ſtieks into Faggots, For Then, deſigning this Treas 
tiſe'for the Benefit of the Generality of Devout Rea» 
ders, TI thought it not amiſs, amonzſt divers RefleGt= 
ons ( ſuch as moſt of the Il, and of the IV. Sedi- 
-0ns) more ſuited 10 thoſe Peruſers that are either of 
the more intelligent ſort, or good Proficients already; 
to inſert ſome few Meditations, of a more familiar 
ſort, and eaſier to be lighted on; to keep thoſe from 
being -diſcourag'd, from trying to make Occaſional 
Reflections, who may chance to have either Barrenner 
:Fancies, or more unpratiis'd Pens, than even I had 
then : And thoſe (perhaps) who, without ſuch eaſily 
tmitable Examples would not be invited to make Oc= 
caſional Meditations, may, by the Praftice of ccompo- 
ſing them, orow ſuch Proficients in the Art, as to 
ſurpaſs ſome that difpiſe ſuch humble Begins 
mings. | 
But as T ſend abroad theſe Papers without the 
Authors name, that I may\ have the greater Oppors 
tuntty to bear other mens Opinions of them, and the 
lefs Temptation to wave the complying with thoſe 
that ſhall ſeem Reaſonable : ſo if T ſhall find, That 
ſuch Readers -as ] efteem competent Fudges in an 
Af air of this Nature, ſhall think, that thoſe RefleTti= 
ons wherein I bave compl)*d with the weaker. ſort of * 
Peruſers, may be bitter Spar'd, than Inſerted : Ican {| 
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eaſily repair that faultin the next Edition ( if theſe 
T rifles ſhall be thonght worthy of another.) 41 the 
mean time, I preſume that thoſe devout Readers why 
may be coxcern*d in this matter, will tahe it kindly 
"that I bave for their ſakes adventnr'd to treat of 
"Subjects too mean and barrinto furniſh me with al- 
moſt any thing conſiderable ; ſave the Opportunities 
of manifeſting, how low I can ſtoop t0 gratifie ſuch 


; Perſons, 


T know it is a-new thing, That T have ventured to 


put ſome Occaſional Reflections into Dialogues, - But 


the Reader will be leſs ſtartled at my deviating in 
thi , and other things, from Biſhop Halls ay of 
writing Occaſional Meditations, if 1 acknowledge 
that not to Prepoſſeſs or Byas my Fancy, © purpoſely 
(till of late) forbad my ſelf, the peruſing of 1h.1t Elo. 
quent Prelates devous Reflections, Which Intin as 
t10n being premis'd, I ſhall ſubjomm, That when [ 
wrote for my own Divertiſement, I ſometimes took, 
Pleaſure to imagine two or three of my Friends 10 
be preſent with me at the Occaſiom, that ſet my 
thoughts on work,, and to make them Diſcourſe as [ 
Fancy'd Perſens, of their Breeding and Tempers, 
world talk to one another on ſuch an Occaſion. And 


one of theft, whom I call Euſebius, being a Dr. of 


Divinity, two others ( Engenins aud Genorio / 
being Travellers and fine Getitlemen ; and the fourth, 
C whom I name Lindamor ) being a Learned Tonth, 
Edth well Born and well Bred ; T was aft to think , 
that ſome of their Conferences, might be allow'd 9 
paſs among the other Papers; 'bith becauſe No- 
velty, and Variety, are wont to- be not unwelcome 
things, and becauſe this way of Writing all:ws a 
Scope for diverſity of Opinions, for Debates, and 
for Replies, which moſt commonly -wittld Be Impros 
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An Introductory Preface. 
fer, where only a ſingle fpea'er is introduc'd « Not to 
add, that paſiby if 1his way of writing (all be L1d 
and praftivd, by ſome Fam'd and happier Fen, that 
were able to Credit and improve it , it may afford 
uſeful Patterns of an Inſtruftive and not unpleaſant 
Converſation ; and ſuch Refleftions, being of the na= 
ture of ſhort and Occaſional Eſſays, may afford men 
the opportunities, of ſaying the Hand(omeſt things they 
know, on ſeveral Subjefs, . without ſaying any thing 
Elſe of them, or filling above a Sheet, or perhaps a 
Side of Paper at a Time. And the Liberty that this 
. wayof introducing Speakers, allows, brings with it 
a Conveniency, which "tis more Eafie for an Intelligent 
Reader to conjeture at, than 'twere Diſcreet for the 
Writer to mention expreſily, 

Anotber Novelty will probably be taken notice 
of. in the following Papers , where the ſecond and 
fourth SefJions, though by far the longeſt in the 
whole Book, are intirely taken up, the Former only 
By Meditations. on _ Accidents relating to an Ague 
tbat once afflicted me , and the Latter by thoſe that 
occurr'd 10 ſome Anglers by the River ſide. But 
for this Manter, T preſume, it will not be _ to 
Apologize. For baving obſerved Men ta be itncli« 
able, either openly to Objed, or at leaft tacttely to 
Sufpeci, That in Occafiomal Meditations, that may 
hold true, which i (perchance, not altogether unde 
ſervedly) ſaid of Epigrams, That in moſt of them the 
Conceits were not Suggeſted by the Subjeas, but 
Smbjecis were Pretended, to which the Conceits 
might be Accommodated ; I thought, that to mani« 
feſt, that (-at leaſt, ſome) Writers of this kind of 
Compoſure! need not have recourſe to the ſuſpected 


' Ar.ifice , the fitteſt way T could take was, By put- 
ting together what the Accidents of my eAgue, and . 
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An IntroduQtory Preface. 
of my Angling Fourney, had ſuggeſted to me, toſhewy, 
that *tis very Poſſible for a perſon, that pretends not to 
@ very pregnant Fancy, to Diſcourſe by way of Re- 

 fleGjion upon the ſeveral Circumſtances that ſhall 
' happen to occur to bis Conſideration, though one Sub= 

. jeF ſhould require above fifteen differing Medita- 
tions ; and the other above twenty, Not to adde, 
That *twas rather Wearinefi and Defign, then wan 
of Thoughts wpon other paſſages relating to the ſame 
Subjets, that kept me from increaſing the Number of 
thoſe Reflections. : 

As for the Similitudes, thongh ſome would make 
me hope that they will be at leaſt excus'd ; and 
though it were perbaps no great Vanity, for one that 
dres afſiduouſly enough converſe with the Works of 
Nature and tbe Produflions of Art, to think he has 
the means of furniſhing himſelf with pretty ſtore and 
variety of Compariſons ; yet for all this, I am not 
willing to quit my Pretenſions to a ſhare inthe wont= 
ed Effefts of that common Equity which forbids to 

exadt t00 accurate a likeneſs in the making of Compa= 
riſons, which Orators confeſs ought to be judg*d with 


| Indulgence, and withont exatting a Conformity in 
Other Attributes betwixt the things compar'd, pro- 


vided there be a competent Likeneſs in reference to1bt 
Particular wherein the Collatiomm or Parallel is 
made, 

And if T have, on ſome Occaſions, proſecuted the 
Reſemblance through all the particularities wherein 
the Parallel could be made to hold, more fully and 


nicely than is uſual in ordinary Compariſons ; and 


if in ſo doing I may have at any time a little Strain'd 
the Similitude , 'the better to accommodate it to 
my preſent Theme', and Deſign, I have this to 
repreſent, T bat to Diſplay Reſemblances to the full, 
a 3 ; and 


-Avlatrodudory Preface. 

and inſiſt on their particular Circumſtances, is of- 
tentimes no more than the Nature of theſe. Compo- 
ſerres does al'ow, if not require z and that, on. ſuch 
Occafions, to ſtretch the Parallel as far as it cant 'well 
be mage toreach, is but a vematl: fault, which\many 
Readers are diſpos d not only #0 Pardon, but to Like. 
Av if, in ſome Caſes, it fer'd with Similitudes as 
with Bows, which though they may be bent ſo fot- 
cibly as to be thereby broken or ſpou'd ; yet by being 
ftraw'd ſomewhat more than ordinary, they acquire 
a greater ſtrength, and enable the Arrow to Pierce 
f4ither, and to make a ſmarter Impreſſion, 1h. elſe 
24 world, js 72s Q 
.»..The Protaſis ( xs Rhetoricians call the firſt; part 
of & Compariſen) may. in ſome of the following 
Reflections appear to be too much amplified, and need- 
le(sly to lengthen the Meditation.” But not towrges 
that ſomenmes the mere conſpicuous: Ad uncts of the 
Subject were ſo mean and barren, that there was & 
. kind of nceeſſity.ta Exaggerate, or to Exſpatiate ufon 
Jutle Circumſtances to Tinvite Attention ; The 
Protafas, wherein we diſÞ/ay and.coafider the minute 
particalarities of the T beme, being the Ground=-work, 
of all the reſt, and it being far more eafie to ſay Lit» 
zee, then Much ith equal pertinency #p0n a Subjed ; 
{ thought it not amiſs, to afford anpradiis'd Reds 
ders, the moſt aſſiſtance of Examples in ſuch Caſes, 
wherein "tis probable they will maſt need it ; «ſpecially 
fince be that has accuſtom.d himſelf to write Copiouſe 
dy, may eafily ContraGi bis Diſcourſe when he mill, by 
Qmuting as. many paſſages. a be pleaſes 3 and "tis 
far more difficult for a Beginner to ſupply Barren 
neſs, than retrench Superflaities, Which are not 
always ſuch Faults, but that I remember ſome great 
Majters in the Art of Oratory, have pronounc'd Re- 
"TY ay ' -  Miithe 
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'T fitid that ſome of t 


ſure, do as little diſlike that Luxurians way of wri- 


- oftentimes better reliſh Muſt than Wine. 
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dundancy to be a geod Sign in a Toung Writer, as ta« 
king it for a mark, of a fruitful and exuberant Phan 
fee, that, in it's Produtiions, there is ſomething to be 
cut off. Sothar if there ſhould be fuund any Litxutie 
ant Expreſſion in ſome of thoſe 'ſhoughts tbat were 
written down, when I bad not yet attain*d my 19. 


" or 20. year, when I might be allow'd to write not als 
ways to imploy, bat ſometimes to amuſe my ſelf,] may 
 bope, that the ſame Youth that was my Temptation 


to write them, may prove my excuſe for bauing Writ 
ten them ; as it may for leaving them Unexpung'd ; 
That as T defire to invite as well young Gentlemen 


Þ. 


.as other Readers, to by Occaſional Meditations ; S72 


e Readers I am willing to plea- 


ting Now, as T did then: as Touths ans Ladies 

' Thnow too, that there may be found in ſome of 
thoſe Protafes , divers paſſages, and particularly 
ſome Deſcriptions ( that often make a great part of 


"them ) which to ſome Readers will not ſeem Noble 
and gawdy exougb, But to ſuch Peruſers it may 


be repreſented, that a ſutableneſs to the Theme, h,w 
mean ſoever it be, may very well, as a piece of De= 
Cort, be allow'd to a Writer, and in- few Caſes 
more than in peint of Deſcriptions; and that Theſe 
being but Pifures drawn ( with words inſtead of 
Colours) for the Imagination, the chilful will ap= 
prove thoſe moſt, that produce in the mind, not the 
Finift Ideas, but the Likeft; as a Critich in Limn= 
mg will more prize the Pictare of an old meagre 
Sybil, where the Wrinkles, and the ſallow kin are 
drawn exattly to the Life, than a dozen ordinary 
Pictures of the Spring, (which yet are wont to charm 
Vulgar Eyes) though the Youthful face which repre= 

a 4 ſents 
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preſents that Florid ſeaſon, have 4s Gawd) Colours 
- wponthe Cheeks and Lips, 4s imbelliſh the Roſes and 
—w" which compoſe the Chaplet that aderns the 
Head © | | 
And poſſibly there will be faund other Readers 
(and thoſe too, Shill'd in Rbetorick) that will accuſe 
ſome other of our Meditations, 4s being too Elabo- 
rate, or tov Pompom, for the Themes whereunto they 
are accommodated. But having laid by a compe- 
zent number of thoſe lately mentioned Refleiong , 
wherein I aim'*d chiefly at inviting and aſſiſting Rea- 
ders of meaner Capacty : T confeſs, that in the Other 
Meditations, aiming either at my own Divertiſe= 
ment, or the gratifying Another ſort of Perſons, I al- 
bow'd my ſelf ta make choice of ſuch applicatuns of 
the Objedis I confided, as I thought every body 
world not ſo eaſuly light on, : And, provided the Re- 
fletions were not (train'd, nor too far fetch'd, 1 
thonght it not amiſs they ſhow!d be ſomewhat ſur- 
prifing : that 1 might, by the way of Hanaling the 
Subjetis I was to treat of , ingage an Attention , 
which otherwiſe I conld ſcarce expedt for ſuch une. 
promiſing Themes, 1 know that if the Tudgment 
of ſome ſevere Criticks, were as Infallible as them- 
' ſelves think it, the ſtyle of ſome of the following Re- 
fleftions would ſeem diſproportionate to ſuch mean 
and trifling Sbjefis. - Ido not perhaps ignore what 
Rhetoriclans are wont to teach of what they call, 
the three differing CharaRers of Writing z I have 
read thoſe Difcourſes that Cornificius propoſes . as 
the Patterns of the Sublime, the moderate, and the 
humble way of expreſſing ones ſelf on differing Oc= 
caſions ; and" 1 bave been taught, and willingly ac= 
knowledge, that all Themes are not ſo well capable 
f that Cbaraer which they call Sublime ; and that 
PWR OW ov we» + 
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gccording to the Nature and Dignity of the Subjefs 
that one treats of, the Manner of bandling them 
ought to be varied, But if I were much concerr'd in 
this. matter, I might reply, that notwithſtanding all 
this, I know, That ev'n the Artiſts themſelves donot 
| ſo perfelily agree about the defining of theſe matters, 
and the grand Rule about theſe Charafers bein 
only, That the Laws of Decorum (or, as the Fren 
call it Bicn-ſeancc ) be not violated, in the Efti- 
mate of that Decorum, I ſee no great Reaſon to con-= 
fine my ſelf to the Magifterial DifGates of either 
Ancient or Scholaftick Writers. For, living in 
this Age, and in This part of the World, where we 
are not like to havethoſe for Readers that dyd bee 
fore we were born, T. ſee not why one may not judge 
of Decorum by the Examples and Praftices of thoſe 
Amuthors of our own Times and Countries , whoſe 
Writings are generally eſteemed by Judicious 
Men. 

. And certainly, in the judging of what is Decent 
on particutar Occaſions, we muſt as well conſider, 
Wha it i that is introduc*d as the Speaker, as What 
#t is he ſpeakg of. And though it be Improper to 
do what thoſe bave done, that bave unadviſedly 
made Shepherds and |Nymphs diſcourſe likg Philo= 
 ſopbers or DoQors of Divinity , yet when the Writer 
either ſpeaks Himſelf, or introduces any whom be re» 
preſents as intelligent Perſons , they thay be allow'd, 
evn about things Ordinary and Mean, to talk, likg 
themſelves, and employ Expreſſions that are neiaber 
wean, nor ordinary, As Virgil, in bis admir'd 
Georgicks, does in ſome paſſages, where he treats of 


Te nigrum 
campis - 


contemptible Inſes, fpeak,of them in ſo noble & lofty Agmen. 


4 ftrain, That when he mentions Multitudes of Ants, 
| gvewoald think, be were ſpeaking of an Army of 
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« Moors : and when be gives an Acconnt of Bees, hy 


Expreſſions about theirCommoir-wealth would ſcarce 


-mir-become the Majefty of that of Rome. Such paſſa- 
\ ges do, notwithſtanding the great diſparity of Themes, 
' maky the Style'of bis Georgicks,''45\well Noble (if 


nat \ftricily Heroick,) as that 'of bis" FEneids ;* end 


»mbin be. Writes of Ants and Flies, be does it in a 


Strais worthy of the ſame Pen, that ſo loftily de- 
ſeribes the Deſtruction of Troy, and the Adventures 
of that Hero whom be would have to be ( though nst 
immedzately ) the. Founder of Rome, E. 
. I will not ſay, that fince there is a Mode'in Lan- 
-ywuage as well as in Cloathr, T fee not -why the 
faſhion, 'that now a=days allows our Gallants to 
wear fine Laces upon  Canvaſt” and Buckram , 
might not warrant the tricking up of flipht ſubjeas, 
with the richer. Ornaments of - Language : nor will 
Texamine whether Men may not 'Except againſt the 
Authority of ſome Fejune Writers, that taking upon 
then to preſcribe the Laws of Styles, make ſo ma- 
ny of their Precepts Nepative , that one may, fW- 
Pelt.them indited not ſo much by Skill, as Envy, 
which makes {ach aſſuming Law-givers miſtake 
the Impotency of s Barren Fancy for the Skilfuinefs 


: of a Critical "Judgment , | and (Valuing only the 


Ideas bey think they can Reach |) Crndemn ' what. 
ever they deſpair to Imitate, And,'from thoſe that 
wonld be thought t6 cenſure the Modern, but out 


of a Veneration" for the Ancients , one nitght 'me« 


thinks reaſonably. expect but Light Ceniſures for ime 


. ploying upon Occaſion, that noble Figntre of Rheto- 


rick call'd Hyperbole 3 ſince I ſhould be loth-10 
wſe it Often, with no more Reſerve than thoſe great 
Ordators Tully :and Ifocrates have Sometimes \done 
befire me, Bit a Juſt debate of the Rules of Eftima« 
50K, | ting 
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#ing Decency, wonld take up ſo much room as mu 
make it improper for this place, where all T con- . 
rend for, is, That though when' one treats of Vario 
Subjefs ; ſomewhat Differing Styles .are indeed to 
be acconimodated"tothem ; yet this us to be ſo done as 
Fill to preſerve a certain Dignity in Expreſſtons. 
So that a Writer may be ſometimes engaged by bs 
Subjeft to uſe a Lofty Style, but without ever” be- 
ing-obliged to employ an Abjedt one,; though indeed 
in ſome caſes be may be allowed to ſtoop below what 
bes bound to, and forbear Soaring, as well as avoid 
Creeping. Nor 'am I, for my own part much con- 
cerned vo Infiſt here onthe Subject I juſt now declin'd 
- to Debate, For if TI miſ-remember. not 9 Cicero 
hamnſelf, as well as ſome” ſweceeding Orators, allow n 
divers caſes to Shift Charafters, even in the ſame 
Diſcourſe , according to tbe affering Particulars 
_ #hat happen to fall tnder confideration 5 and ſome 
of them adde this reaſon, That bence there will ariſe 
Variety, which is wont to be a welcome thing, 
And 10 719 this to the Occaſional Refletions 
that may be concer#"d in thy Debate, 1 maſt den 
fire' the Reader 10 take notice of theſe two. things. 
The one,: that though the Thing it ſelf, which ſets. 
a mans thoughts a.work may be but Mean in O- 
ther regards, yet that which the Reflefior pit- 
ches upon to conſider, may be of another Nainre ; 
as though the Glo-worm, . which | afforded me tbe 
I. V* Refletfion of the Ve Sefion, be but a 
ſmall and contemptible Inſet, yet the Light which 
ſhines in by Tail, and which makgs the chief 
Theme of the Meditation, is a noble and heaven=- 
tl Duality, and might bave juſtified the baving 
many things ſaid of it, for which the Sublime 
C baradter would have been the moſt proper, The 
ns ; 0theyx 
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An IntroduQory Preface. 
other particular I meant to ago at, s, That 
oftentimes, when the Protafis, or former part of | 
8 ReflzQlion, is ſpent upon conſidering ſome mean 
and Trivial Subjed ; the Apodoſis, or Reddition, 
contains ſuch an Application of what one was ta» 
king notice of in the Spbjeft, that the thing Point« 
ed at, may be ſome important Moral Tnftrui- 
on, or perbaps ſome Theological Myſtery z and 
conſequently may Require-and Fuſtifle, Another then 
the former humble Style, and admit all the Quicks 
neſs of Expreſſion and the richeſt Ornaments , 
' that belong to thoſe xwo higher Charafters which 
Rbetoricians call the Subtil, and the Magnift- 
cent. Bat if I ſhould noW and then deviate from 
Bounds, which. not being Conſpicuow, 'tis diffientt 
Never jo ſwerve from , I have this Peculiar Apo 
Jogy to make for ſuch Aberrations 5 That writing 
for the moſt part of Themes wholly New, and wn 
zreated of by others, 1 muſt needs want the aofſi- 
 flance of Examples to Regnlate or Authorize my 
Expreſſions : about which I need not yet be very 
Sollicitow , if ' I may truſt a Learned and aps. 
planded Writer ( whoſe Cenſure I defir'd ) that is 
v4 able 'to judge Skilfully , .avud wont to judge 
freely. | 
Theſe things I have the more carefully Inſifted 
on, becauſe ] would not have thoſe Ingenious 
Perſons, that may chance to caſt their Eyes on theſe 
Papers , to be tempted by any imperfedions off 
mine,, to think otherwiſe of Occaſional Medita. 
_ tions, than that though there be ſome, yet there are 
not very many, of their Themes ſo Low and Cons» 
zemptible, hut they are capable of affording Rea 
fleiions of Another nature to Them , that are 
dexterous in making Application of things. ow_ 
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I would not have- ſuch diſcourag'd from hoping to 
find in many Themes, that ſeem deſpicable at firſt 
fght, ſome Hizt or other that may give thoſe that 
bave Wit or Eloquence; Opporinnity enough to diſ= 
play thoſe Dualities, For as there is a great diffe= 
rence betwixt ſuch Writers, and Common ones , 
| fo "tis very material by what Pens the Subje@ ts 
' 4reated of ; and Extraordinary perſons, in Eftima- 
ting what they are like ts perform, muſt not only con- 
fider the unpromiſing Nature of their Subjed, but 
the Adivity of their own Fancy, and the Pregnancy 
of their own Wit, Þor thongh the Stars cannot, 
the Luminaries can, cloath the light and wandrin 
Vapours of the Air, with the colour of Gold, and 
of Roſes, And the Sun, by bis piercing and im- 
proving Beams, cannot only make Diamonds ſparkſe, 
and Rubies flame, but by bis attion upon an obſcure © 
Cloud can make even That exhibite wall thoſe Glorious 
and charming Colours, for which we admire #he 
Rain-Bow. | 
And, tbat the following Papers may prove #0 

ſuch Perſons the leſſer Temptatiuns to undervalue 
and mu-judge of this kind of Compoſures ; I am 
firſt to advertiſe the Reader, that they are capable of 
ſo much greater Variety, than the following Treatiſe 
preſents, that befides the vaſt multitudes of particu. 
lars unmentioned in it,that may be added mnder thoſe 
Heads to which the enſuing Meditations are referr'd, 
there are ſeveral diſtin ſorts or kinds of Occafio= | 
nal Thoughts ( ſuch as thoſe that are Made upm | 
Texts of Scriptare, or Relate to lefl familiar poims — 
of Divinity, or other Learning, or contain Hifto- 
tical Applications, &c,) upon which I have, out 


| of haſte, and other Reaſons, purpoſely forborn 


(though not to write, yer ) 6 publiſh —— 
d. 
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And.intbe next place, 1 muſt vere frankly achnorw- | 
ledge, that w_ of the enſuing Refletions are ſo far 

from being the Beſt, that even no. better a Pen than 

Mine could. make, that they are much Tnferior.to 
divers that I have already Made, though ( for al- 
lowable Confideratians) I have forboxn to Publiſh 
them. And I muſt confeſs, that I am more beholden 
#0 my Occaſional Refleions, than they are 10 me. 
For, whereas they have furniſh*d me with Divers of 
the Thoughts, which have been the favcurablieſt 
entertain: d by the Readers of my other Books of Des 
votion, I did much impoveriſh theſe Papers, that 
Profeſſedly contain my Occaſional Refledions , . by 
not. only leaving, but taking. out of them ſeweral 
things, . which were. the moſt likely to have recoms 
mended them ; that T might accommodate other 
Writings, for which I bad a greater Kindneſs er | 
Concern. 2] nd. 7 
- As forthe Diſcourſe of Occaſional RefleRions, 
all that T1 ſhall ſay of it, is, That conſidering how 
torly I attempted that Subjed, and that I was fain” 
to-repair, as well as I couldy the unſeaſonable Miſs of 
divers Papers belonging to it, when T diſpatch'd it 
70. the Preſs , conjidering theſe things (I ſay) T dif 
pair.not but that 74 will be thought, that 1 have not 
ſaid nothing in favour of a Subject that bitherto had 
* In the ( little ſaid to recommend it, That even the-Elo« 
ook quent Biſhop Hall, * imploying but ſome Lines, not 
Proeme, Pages, pon the Praiſe and Utility of it, (which be 
whereof mentions but in very General. Terms ) left me\t0 
the whole 54 out, by my own Thoughts and Experience, the 
on « various Confiderations, by which I. bave endeavoured 
Page of fo Diſplaythe Uſefulneſs of the way of thinking F 
this Pre. world invitetos Which I have furtber manifeſted, 
face. i byapplying.tothat Scope, divers paſſages of | Serip=; 


p ture, 
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ture, (which the Reader muſt therefore not wonder, 
if be do riot now meet with ) as Texts, that either by 
way of Example, or upon ather Accounts, belong to 
what T have written about the}Method of making 
Occaſional Refleions. hs, 
*Tis true, the Diſcourſe may ſeem ſomewhat In- 


 compleat, hecanſe of the Omiſſion of this Way, that 


# more than once mentioned in tt. 

But though the looſe Fapers, wherein that Me- 
thod, and divers Examples of it, are ſet down, were 
lying by me, when I tack!d up theſe that now come 
abroad, yet my Occaſions eaſily prevaiPd with me to 
continue to ſuppreſi them, For thongh T did not 
much ſcruple to comply with my haſte, and Avoca 
tions, by forbearing to ſwell a Book,, whoſe Bulk 
already much exceeded my Intention , becauſe, that, 
as the Papers that now appear, were extorted from 
me > ſol confeſs, that I was not fond of expoſing 
thoſe that I had an expedient to kgep back , but that 

I think it very fit to obſerve, firſt, whether the Re- 
ception that the following Meditations will find, will 
make me and others think it worth while, #0 bave the 
wy publiſhed, that I was wont to wſe in making 
nem. 

I had almoft forgot to intimate, That ſome urgent 
Avocations have obliged me to ſend the following 
Treatiſe to the Preſs without- reading it over my 
ſelf, 1 new find that my haſte will make me need an 
Apology to thoſe Readers, that expe to have the 
paſſages and Phraſes of Scripture printed in a diſ= 
criminating Lettey, and. quoted, in the CMargent. 
For though in Books of Poſitive, or of Comroverſial 
Divinity, 1 confeſs I have often obſerved, a Mar- 
gent ſtuffed with a multitude of Citations, to con- 
tain divers ſo unconcluding , if not C— 

| 2 _ That 
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That the Number does better ſhew, the Authors 
Hemory than his Judgment, yet in Books of Devo= 
tion, 1 am not much averſe from complying with 
the generality of Readers, who expe to be in- 
form'd by the Margent, where they may find thoſe 
Stories, and Expreſſions, which their being bore 
row'd from an inſpir d Book, make more Opera- 
tive aud Empbatical, But I muſt on this Occa= | 
fron further intimate, That as to thoſe Cit itions of 
Paſſages of Scripture wherein I may ſeem to have 
miſerecited the Words of the Text, though as to 
ſome of them that were ſet down when I had not a 
Bible, or ( oncordance at hand, my Memory may 
bave deceiv'd me as to the words ( which is no 
more than bas often bappen'd to the Fathers them. 
ſelves in the like caſe, and is a venial fault, where | 
Degmatical or Polemical Divinity are not cont- 
cerned ) yet oftentimes my V ariations from the Eng- 
liſh Verſion, were made on purpoſe. For having bad 
the Curioſity to get my ſelf infiruded, as well by 

ews as Chriſtians, in the Eaftern Tongues ( «fpe= 
cially the Hebrew) 1 thought I need not ſtrifly 
tonfine my ſelf to the words of our Tranſlators, when 
ever I cold render the meaning of a Text in ſuch 
terms as to me ſeemed proper or expreſſive 5 or with. 
out injuring -the ſenſe of the Hebrew or the 
Greek, could better accommodate my -preſent pmur= 
Poſe. Des | | 
' Now whereas ſome may think that in thit Pre- 
Face I employ, Excuſes that ſeem ( ſame of them) not 
to agree with one another , I 4efire it may be conſide. 
red, That the Meditations they relate to, being not 
only written upon differing Subjefts, but (which is 
more) deſigned for very differing uſes ( ſome of thoſe 
Diſcourſes bein; intetided to invite the more ut« 


Skilfsl 
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Shilfal,. and Incoxrgge: the more Deſfondent ſort 
of Readers 5 | and Qthers, to entertain Proficients) 
it was bat Requiſiteabat 1 ſhould by very Difering, 
(ani perchance ſeetwinigly Repugnant) Conſiderations 
give an Account of. ſuch. differing Ways of writing. 
of —_ as ſuch diſtant Subjeas,and my Scope, re- 
Hired, 65 th ©4007 + ER 
: But what if. it ſhould fare with me Now as it 
has | done on _ other. Occaſions, . en. which my. 
. Friends have accus'd me, of framing more Objedi- 
ons againſt my. ſelf,. than were afterwards made 
again(t me by my Readers ? 1 dare not ſay it is Im= 
pollible but that this. may prove the caſe. But 
if ut do.ſo, I ſhall not yet think,my ſelf to have Alto= 
gether -miſs'd my. aim in what 1. have bither- 
to repreſ.cnted, For-{ have Mentioned the more 
particulars, and. Diſcourſed the -more largely of 
them, that if _ they prove not needful e Apologies 
for my Rifleciions , they. may prove uſeful Confſi« 
derations for thoſe whom-T would invite to exer- 
ciſe their Pens in ſome ſuch way of Writing : Di- 
vers of whom will probably be engouraged to ven= 
trere upon making ſuch Con-poſures, when they find 
Excuſes for diversjof thoſe things that are the” 
moſt likely to be cheat to Blemiſh ſuch Eſſays ( ov 
diſhearten Beginners from attempting tbem ) 10 be 
drawn up already to their Hands, But as for my 
own particular, if I could make none of the Apo= 
logies now inſiſted on, for the Imperfections impu- 
table to this Treatiſe ; yet I ſhould not be defti< 
tuted of a very Juſt Excnſe for the Publication 
of it, For divers Devout Perſons, that had more 
Partiality. for theſe Writings, and leſt Tendernefs 
of my Reputation, than T could bave wiſh » ba- 
ping long ſollicited the Publicaticar of-4hoſe they had 
#-— "of 
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Ah Introduftory yPrefice. 


32 their Hands, were at lengt gb Rhee of to effect it hu 
tbat, in fpight of the promiſes I at length made 
x comply with their Arcs when 5 other Writs 
ings 1 was then abovt, ſhould 'be Diſpatched ,, I was 
Fain to make tſe of 4 Legal Artifice to" binder for a 
while at the Statimers Hall the Publication of di- 
pers Papers that I bad not ſor much a5 read over, 
" Bur I confeſt” 'T* take notice of theſe par 
ſages, rather to excuſe thoſe : imperfedlion;, whic 
Hatte may have Octaſion'd in th:ſe immature Pro« 
dut'ons,, than to Apologize for writing on ſuch 
a Subjed. For ſo many Advantages that may accrae 
£0 @ Devout and vhilful Perſon, by afſidnonſly mas 
k ng, of Occafional Meditations, bave been difplaid 
7A the  Diſcoterſe that is promiſed to thoſe that fol. 
Tow ; that I bope "the nar Part rf this Book, will 
ſufficiently Apologize , my having wrinen the 
later : Eſpecially if to the Gy p. rticulavs propor'd- 
77: the newly nam'd Diſcourſe, as things fit to Recoms 
mcnd that kind of T houghts, | here be allow'd to add, 
' That & nianf Devotion may not alone be cheriſh/d 
by Occafi. nal Medetatimns, upon the Account of thoſe 
which every private Cbriſtian makes for Himſe! 
but by the belp alſo of 'thiſewbich be finds 20 
Bj others, or intends for them Foy not only whilſt 
pious Reflections are moking,” they are proper ts n= 
mm dry ftirue the Min1, and Warm the Aﬀedtions bat the 
ary _— Obj:& rf077 which ſuch Meditations have been 
ſom Noti- Made already, either by our ſelves or others,” do Re | 
Q7)S LOgce vue the Memory of thoſe good Thoughts, that were 
per, ;Mait- {up neſted by them, So that when Diligence and Pros 
at FI fieiency in the Pratiice of our Meleteticks, ſhalt 
too rich. have ſupply'd- us with Religi. tis and bandſom Ree 
Bp Hall fletiong, upon the moſt Obviow I: rk of Natave, 
$1hisPrc=- and the moſ F aniilinr Occurrences of bum ne Life, 
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| An'latroduQory Preface, 
Devont perſons will -have the Advantage to live ab 
moſt Surroxnded either with Infiracoxrs, or Kew 


' membrencerst. And when they want Skill, or are 


indifpos'd to extratt Spiritual things ont of Earthly 
ones, they may, without. racking tbeir Invention, be 


furniſhed with good Thonghts, upon many Objedts = 


v their Memory, For, ( as I elſewhere more filly. 
declare ) thoſe Truths and Notions that are dreſu'4 
wp in ops Similituder, pertinen)ly appli'd, are wont 
to make durable Impreſſions on that Faculty, inſo« 


much that though I am far from-Fretending any 


F the Refleftions to be. met with m the following 
reatiſe, to be of that Natmre 5- yet ſuch. as they 
are, divers Conſiderable perſons of - differing Ages. 
and Sexes, have. been pleas'd to ſay. ( which is az 
Advantage may richly recompence mare trouble than 
thoſe Writings coſt. me 3. That they ſcarce ever ſee 
ſmch or . ſuch particular Things on. which 1 bave 

written RefleGious,, withomt remembring bath thoſe 
Thoughts, and their Author, So that They who 

bave ſo eaſily attainable Things, a Hoppier Peng 
than Mine, in ſeating down Occafional Meditation, 
may bave the Satyfatiion of making almoſt the whole + c,, they 
_ s greas * Conclave wr ne and 8 call a cer- 

furniſhed Promptuary, for the ſervice of Piety rainRoom 

and Vertue, es chad under ne Ci Artificials | 
w_ — lay an Ambuſcade agginſt Sin and gs 

. Norgs this Indireft way. of infiruting men Unri ode 7 
lawful for aC briftian, or Unwortby of him, For in Images of 
the firitual Warfare, where our Adverſary is the — 
old Serpent, Stratagems «re 4 Lawful 4s Expe-1, help 
dient, and be that gets the vitory, whether. or no bethe Me | 
Wins Repmation by the Manner, is ſure to chtainmary. 
(8 greater Recomponce ) Glory, by the Succeſs, 4 

| þ 4 | 


Teacher 
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_ _  - An lntrodudtory Preface. 
Teacher is not” oblig'd to intizareAlexander,-whs 
hon a Diſputable PunGitio 'of \Gallantry, that 'was 
neither Wiſe, nor Charnable ,*'refas*d to fteal-a 
Vi&ory. - For the Prophet Nathan | ſcrupted ot 
20 Deceive David, that he mipht Reclaim-bim ;, and 
ſurprize bint ittto 'a Confeſſion of the Criminorſneſs 
_ of his fault." And the Apoſtles being terme# by 
their Maſter, Fiſhers of Meh, ' were warranted to 
make uſe of - Baits as "well a Hooks, ana Nets; 
4nd our Savionr. bimſelf,. by the Parable of 2he 
wicked Hucbandman  that*. nſtrpd'\ the ine 

arew the. Phayiſees to an Acknowledgment, whic 

they ftarted-from as ſoon as they:-perceivea what the 

had done, Ant the ſame” DivineTeacher, 4id+ſo 
frequently 4mploy Fidlions to teach Truths, that 20 
condemn Figurative and Indire@ ways of conveying 
en Seriow-and Sacred matters .\is to forged How 
often-Cbriſt "himſelf made mſeof \Parables, '. And 
: T am the lefr tronbled to fee: ſome. Thoughts of \ntine, 
which though unpoliſh'd, bave+a' natural tendency 
80 Inveagle men ( if I. mayaſy ſpeak, ). into Piety 
and Vertne ,, thruſt abroad intocbe; Worlds, «Not 
only-becauſe T ſeeno reaſoneo'Þeſpuir, that exfa; "as 
30 the moft Obnoxiow of . theſe > Meditations \;\-1hi 
| Examples they afford may make them\UV/efwl;\ mben 
the Things they contain, da. notintake them: Crna 
_ fiderable. and Equitable,: Readers will rathespity, 
than Admareto find, that an Auihor docs noteSoar 
whilft be is Clogg*d or Deprijs'd. by the. Meanne(s 
of his Subjed : but becauſe ſome Experienteſten.s 
_ #o'promiſe , . thut their Noveltyrand [Variety wall 
frocure the Book mm general','8: fuyonrabis” Ejm 
rerfainment , And, indeed-if I bad wtriiign in 
a more uſual'or- a more ſylema way, I ſhonls ptr. 
chance have bad no Readers but Davines, oo +4,” 
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An Introduftory Preface. 
maniſts, or Devout Perſons, or Deſpiſers of the 
World, or (in a word )the Maſters, or Lovers of that 
one kind of Learning, to which my Subjef did be= 
long : But treating as I do, of Whatever ehane'd 10 
come in my way, and conſequently of many very Dif= 
fering, and Unuſual things, Curioſity will probably 
invite both the Learned and the Devout , both Gen« 
tlemen, and Ladies z and, in a word, Inquiſitive 
Perſons of ſeveral Kinds and Conditions, to caft 
their Eyes upon theſe Refleftions ; which, by their V a= 
riety and Shortneſi, vill bave this advantage,towards 
the making them entertain'd with Patience, that 
ſcarce any of them will give him that peruſes them, a. 
beve half a quarter of an hours Exerciſe of it, 
And 4; I thought it not my Fault ts have: a Re- 
yard to what was likg to Pleaſe a good part of the 
Readers I wrote for, (though it would not elſe per« 
haps have pleas'd me, any more than it will the nicer 
palates of the Criticks,) So if theſe Trifles chance 
to meet with half (o kind a Reception from the Pub« 
lick, 4 they have had from Particular Perſons, I 
ſhall not, perhaps, want the Conſolation, whics may 
be deriv'd from the Fudgment of a great Maſter of 
Wit. who ſcrnpled not to affirm, That be bad rather 
hy Entertainments ſhould pleaſe the Gneſts, than the 
Cooks, Though they that wwuld compleat the Good 
Fortune of theſe Papers, may do it more effefluilly, 
by Addifiing themſelves ( as conſiderable Perſons 
have been of late induc'd todo ) to write Occaſional 
Reflections ( how excellent ſoever they may prove) 
than by being Kind to theſe , fince baving written 
them, nat to get Repntation, but Company, I cannot 
but be Unwilling to travel alone : and bad rather be 
out-gone, than not at all followed, and Surpaſe'd, 
than not Imitated, . | 
O'CCA- 
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tiſement touching the 


. Reader that is not VWaattentive, may m2 
| cole, from what bell mers with tn ſome 
of tbe enſuing Diſcourſes, That they were 
written ſeveral years ago, under an Uſurping Go 
vernment, that then prevaiPd, And this may keep it 
from appearing flrange, That in Papers, which cone 
tain ſome things not likely to be Reliſhd by thoſe 
that were then in Power, tbe Anthor ſhould takg oce 
cafion to fpeah, of himſelf as of Anether perſon, as 
well to avoid the being Sufpefed bythem, in caſe bis 
Papers ſhould come into. any of their bands, as ts 
comply with the Deſign be then had , That if theſe 
Diſcourſes ſhould bappen 10 be made publick, the 
Reader might be left to gueſi, whether or ns he were 
entertain d with a Fiction” or a true Narrative. 
And though a Change of Circumſtances, bas occa« 
fiorad the Publication of theſe Papers, which ſhould 
have come forth by themſelves ('if at all) in ſuch a 
way as will make moſt Reagers look, upon them as 
containing a Story purely Romantick 3 Tet they may 
bave in them much leſs of FiGion, than Such will 
(0125 like) Imagine, For being really a great _—_ 
Angling, and frequently diverting my ſelf at that 
fort, ſometimes alone, and ſometimes in Company 
the Accidents of that Recreation, were the true 
Themes, oy which the following Diſcourſes were 
not tbe Only Meditations I bad made, Nor is the 
SE Intimas 
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I 4s unable 40 Continue, without . ſeeming to do ſo 


there being in readineſi droers Refledions relating to 


our Anglers, whichhad: furniſh!d Euſebius and bis | 


Friends with Diſcourſes for the Afternoon, if 1 
bad judg'd, that to invite an Addition to ſo Prolix 
an Account as { bad given of them already, nothing 
gerld be requiſite but a Supply of Thowghtr, 


1 TV 


nd af CME) Bet, 
cd rene ens dr 


Artifice or ſhift, to fleal away. from a Converſation | 
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DISCOURSE 


Touching 
Occafional Meditations. 
6 ) 7 a 
Sea: I. 
CHAP. I; 


HE way of Thinking, whoſe 
| ProduCtions begin to be known 


WB by the name of Occaſional 
2215 Meditations, is, if rightly 

NS pratis'd, ſo advantageous, and 
fs delightful, that 'tis pity, the cons 


part, ev'n of ſerious and devout Perſons 
B ſhoul 
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this way of Meditation into Requeſt, with 


- (2) 
ſhould be ſo unacquainted with it : And 
therefore, Dear Siſter, your Deſire to bring 


ſome of our Friends, is that which I can- 
not diſapprove. But I am ſo far from ha- 


ving the Vanity to think, that the Trifles of 


this kind yourCommands make me trouble 
you with, would recommend Occaftonal 


Refleftions to thoſe, whoſe Eyes they were 


not meant for, that I think my ſelf oblig'd 


to premiſe ſomething touching the Uſeful- 


neſs of this way of Meditating, leſt the 
careleſs:;and:;unpoliſh'd Inſtances you will 
I fear meet with,among thoſe [ now preſent 


you,ſhould diſparage and bring a Prejudice 


upon Compolures of this kind in general 5 


. Wherefore, judgiog it requiſite, to premiſe 


ſomething touching this way of thinking, 
I_ſhall forth-with apply my ſelf to that 
Task : AndIſhould judgeit a very natural 
Diſtribution to: divide the following Dil- 
courſe into two parts, the firſt of which 
ſhould contain ſome Invitations to the Cul- 
tivating this ſort of Meditations, and the 
latter ſhould offer ſomething by way of 
Method, towards the better framing of 
them. But leſt I ſhould at this time be 
hinder'd from treating of#gach of them 
diſtinftly, I will at preſent omit that Di- 


" viſion, 
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(3) 
vifion, and endeavour in recompence lo to 
deliver the Motives I am to propoſe, that 
the firſt part of the Diſcourſe may not. ap+ 
pear maim'd, though it be -unattended-by 
the ſecond, and yet the Particulars that 
might compoſe the ſecond, may (if it 
prove convenient to mention thern at this 
time) be commodiouſly enough inſerted 
in opportune places of the firſt: Yon? 
Ot Inducements to this Exerciſe, I might 
perhaps name many, but for order's ſake; 
I ſhall comprize them in the enſuing fives . 
the firſt whereof will take up the preſent 
Section, and the- remaining four, as many . 
others. 7 ' 


CHAP. II. 


Nd firſt, the way/of Meditating ; I 
would recommend, conduces to keep 
the Soul from Idleneſs, and Employments 
worſe than Idleneſs; for while a Man's 
thoughts are buſi'd about the preſent ſab- 
jets of his Reflections, our Ghoſtly Ad- 
verfary is diſcourag'd to attempt that Sou], 
which he ſces already taken up, with ſome- 
thing that is at leaſt z7zocezt, if not good. 
If I bad not elſcwhere difplay'd the Evil 
I - ; and 


and Danger of Idleneſs, and repreſented it © 
as a thing, which, though we ſhould admit 
not to be in it ſelf a fin, yet may eaſily 
prove a greater miſchief than a very great | 
one, by at once tempting the Tempter to | 
tempt us,and expoſing the empty Soul, like | 
an uniohabited place, to the next Paſſhon | 
or Temptation that takes the opportunity | 
to ſeize upon it: If (I ſay ) I had not } 
elſewhere difcours'd at large againſt Idle-. |} 
neſs, I might here repreſent it as ſo formi- 
dable an Enemy, that it would appear a- 
lone a ſufficientMotive to welcome our way 
of Meditation 5 That it baniſhes Idleneſs. He 
that is vers'd in making RefleCtions upon | 
what occurs tohimy He that (conſequent- | 
ly) has the works of Nature, and the aCti- 
ons of men, and almoſt every Caſualty that 
falls under his Notice, to ſet his Thoughts 
on work, ſhall ſcarce want Themes to em- 
ploy them on : And he that can ( as it 
were) make the World vocal, by furniſh- 
Ing every Creature, and almoſt every oc- 
cvrrence, with a Tongue to entertain him 
with, and can make the little Accidents of # 
his Life, and the very Flowers of his Gar- -* 
den, read him Lectures of Ethicks or Di- 
vinity'; ſuch a one, I ſay, ſhall ſcarce need 
to ilye to the Tavern, or a worſe place, to 


get 


"R_—_ 0th: 
” A " 
TO S*- T 


 - 

fet a Drawer, or a Gameſter  (' perhaps no 
better qualifid ) to help him to get rid of 
bis times ſuch a one will rather pity, than 
purſue thoſe, who think it their Priviledge. 
to ſpend their whole Life in Diverſions 
from the main Buſineſs of it 3 and out of 


| - anunskilful, and ill govern'd ſelf-love, are 


come to that paſs, that they cannotendure 
; tobe with themſelves, Such a-one will not 
| - need to frequent the company of thoſe 
5 Gameſters, that are ſure to loſe that, which 
all their winnings will never be able to buy, 
; or to redeem,and expoſe themſelves coldly 
{ . to as many Caſualties, as'ev'n War could 
threaten; and voluntarily tempt thoſe Paſ- 
fions, it is the Task of Wiſdome to de- 
cline, anda Virtueto ſuppreſs 3 loſing no- 
thing but their time, without loſing their 
Patience too, and commonly a great part 
of that Reverence and Submiſlion they owe 
to him, of whom the Scripture tells us, that 


ev'n of Lots themfelves, the whole diſpoſal is Prov. 16. 


his. Nor will he need, for want of know-** 
Ing what to do when he is alone, to. make 
it his almoſt daily Employment, to make 
impertigent Viſits, to unſantifi'd Compa- 
nies, where ſometimes he miay loſe his good 
Name, often his Innocence, oftner his Zeal, 
and always his Time. | 

B;3y And 


. 


And, as the Exerciſe, {[ would perſw ad & 
will help to keep us from Idleneſs, ſo will {| 


it, to preſerve 'us from hatbouring evil 
Thoughts, which there is no ſuch way to 
keep out of the Soul, as to keep her taken 
up with good ones; as Husbandmen, to 
rid a piece of rank Land of Weeds , do 
often find it as effeCtual a Courſe to ſow it 
with good Seed, as to cut them down, or 
burnthem up. And indeed, the Thoughts 
of many a Perſon, are oftentimes ſo ative, 
and reſtleſs, that ſomething or other they 
muſt, and will perpetually be doing s and 
like unruly Souldiers, if you have not a 
care to employ.them well, they will ems 
ploy themſelves il]. 27 Ni 


Wherefore, when a Man hath once ren- 


dred this way of Thinking, familiar, fome- 
times the ſubject of his Meditation will lead 
him to Thoughts, and excite Afﬀecions, 
full of Serenity, and Joy like thoſe fair 
| Mornings, where the cloudleſs Beams, and 


cheriſhing warmth of the Sun, inviting the 


Lark to aſpire towards Heaven, make her 
at once mount, and ſing ; and when: the 


Mind is rats'd to ſuch a welcome and ele- 


yated ſtate, to liſten to an ordinary Femp- 
tation,. a Man muſt forgo. his Pleaſure, as 
well as yiolate his Duty, and in the'diffe- 
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<. 
rence betwixt the Imployment” that bufies 
him., and that whereto he is ſolicited” ts! 
ſtoop, he will eafily diſcern, that'his Thgo-? 
cence will not be. the- only thing that te 
would loſe by ſodiſadvantageousa Changes 
And ſometimes too, whether or no the Imh- 
ployment that buſies his Thoughts, happeti 
to be ſo delightfu), 1t will however appear - 
tobe ſo conſiderable, that it will ſeaſonably 
furniſh-him with that excellent Anſwer'sf 
Nehemiah, to thoſe that would have diver- 
ted him from building of the Temple, to 


come toa Treaty with them, - 7 a#2 doing aNechem. 
great Work, (and ſuch indeed is the ſerving © 3*: 


God, and the improving the Mind, _ whe- 
ther we conſider its Importance, or its 
Difficulty) ſo that I cannot come down 5 why 


ſhould the work, ceaſe, whilſt T leave it, and 


come down to you £ Which laſt Expreſ! 

ſuits very well with the preſent caſe, fince, 
when a pious Soul is once got upon the 
wing of Contemplation, ſhe muſt deſcend 
and ſtoop to exchaige her converſe with 


Heavenly Obje&s, for one with' Earthly*** 


Vanities, and much more muſt ſhe debife 


. and degrade her ſelf, if the things ſhe js 


tempted to, be Luſts, which ſhe will thence 
clearly diſcern, to be as Low as the Hell 
they belong to, and deſerve. 

Foo B 4 And 


ſt,incline bjm to ſhun thoſe wa 
Ipg his time, which they enable 


to avoid ; For I have obſerv'd this Diffe» 
rence, betwixt Ghoſtly dangers, and ordi- | 
nary ones, that, whereas 1n Military hazards, 
thoſe that are the'moſt forward to thruſt 
themſelves into dangers, are commonly the 


h 


k 7s __ y 
And [as theſe Objefts will affard Em- | 

ployment enough to our RefleQar, fo will | 
" the wholſome Inftrudtions they will fi 


uUge *? 
e | 


sof wa 


im ealily } 


beſt able to ſurmourt them 3 they on the | 
contrary, are wont to be the molt fearful of | 


Temptations, that are the moſt reſoly'd, | 


and beſt qualifi'd to reſiſt ther, 


LE —_— 


CHAP. 11.. 


nd 


\ ]Or will the Meleteticks (or way, and 
| kind of Meditation) 1 would-per- 
ſwade, keep men alone from ſuch groſs and 
notorious Idlenefs, that they may be ask'd 
the Queſtion, propos'd by the Houſholder | 
in the Goſpel, Why fit ye bere af the Day | 
idle ? But this way of Thinking, may io } 
part keep men from the loſs of ſuch ſmaller 
parcels of Time, as though a meer Moral- | 
hſt would not perhaps cenſure the negle& | 
of themjin others, yet a Devout 


would |} 
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would condemn'it in himſelf : For betwixt 


the moreſtated Employments, and impor- 
tant Occurrences of humane Life, there 
uſually happen to be interpos'd certain In- 
tervals of Time, which, though they are 
wont to be negleCted, as being ſingly, or 
within the Compaſs of one day inconſide- 


_ Table, yet ina man's whole Life, they may 


amount to no contemptible Portion of it. 
Now theſe uncertain Parentheſes, ( if I 
may fo call ther) or Interludes, that hap- 
pen to come between the more ſolemn 


Paſſages ( whether Buſineſſes, or Recrea- 


tions ) of humane Life, are wont to beloſt 
by moſt men, for want of a Value for them, 
and ey'n by good men, for want of Skill 
to preſerve them : Forthough they donor 
properly deſpiſe them, yet they neglect, or 
loſe them, . >r want of knowing how to reſ- 
cue them, or what todo with them. But 
as though grains of Sand and Aſhes be a 
part, but of a deſpicable ſmallneſs, and 
very cafe, and liableto be ſcatter'd, and 
blown away 3 yet the skilful Artificer,by a 
vehement fire, brings numbers of theſe to 
afford him that noble ſubſtance, Glaſs, by 
whoſe help we may both ſee our ſelves, 
and our Blemiſhes, lively repreſented, (as 
18 Looking-glaſles) and diſcern Celeſtial 

| | objects, 


Coy 
'' 


(10) 

objets, ( as with. Teleſcopes) 'and with 
the Sun-beams, kindle diſpos'd Materials, 
(as with Burning-glaſſes.) So- when theſe 
little Fragments,or Parcels of: wt | 
if not carefully Jook*d' to, would be diffi- 

pated, and loſt, come to be manag'd by a 

S$kilful Contemplator, and to be improv'd 

by the Celeſtial fire of Devotion,they may 


be ſoorder'd, asto afford us both Looking- 


glaſſes to dreſs our Souls by, and Perſpe- 
Ctives to diſcover Heavenly wonders, and 
Incentives to inflame our heartswith Cha- 
rity and Zeal 3 And ſince Gold-ſmiths and 
Refinersare wont all the year long carefully 
to ſave the veryſweepings of their Shops, 
becauſe they may contain in them ſome F'i- 


| lings, or Duſt of thoſe richer Metals, Gold 


and Silver 3 I fee not why a Chriſtian may 
not be as careful, not to loſe the Fragments 
and lefſer Intervals of a thiog incomparably 
more precious than any Metal, Time ; eſ- 
pecially, when the Improvement of therh, 
by our Meleteticks, may not only redeem 
ſo many Portions of our Life, but turn them 
to pious Uſes, and particularly tothe great 
Advantage of Devotions ; 
And indeed, the Afﬀairs and Cuſtoms of | 
the World, the Imployments of our par- | 
ticular Callings, the allowable Es | 
| that þ 
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that Health, or Wearineſs requires, and 
the Multitude of unfore-feen, and ſcarce 
evitable Avocations, that are wont toſhare 
our Time among them;:leave us ſo little of - 
it,to imploy in the fet and folemn Exerciſes 
of Devotion,and make thoſeſounfrequent, 
that cur Hearts are in great Danger, of 
being, by the Buſineſs, and Pleaſures, and 
Hurry of the World, if not perverted from 
Aſpiring to, at leaſt too long diverted/from 
Enjoying, Communion with God, and 
kept too much Strangers to 'Him, if.in the 
long Intervals of our more ſolemn Exer- 
ciſes of Devotion, we be not careful to lay 
bold on the ſhort, and tranſient Opportu- 
nities of Cheriſhing, and reviving , that 
Gracein us, and do not by the Riſes given 
us by the Things that occur, take occaſion 
to make frequent, though bur ſhort Flights 
Heaven-wards, in cxtemporary RefleQions, 
ſerious Soliloquies, piercing Ejaculations, 
and other mental, either Exerciſes, or Ex- 
preſſions of Devotion, by which means, 
we may make thoſe very objects, and occa- 
ſions, that would Diſcourage, or at leaſt 
Diſtract our Minds, elevate and animate 
them ; As Jouathan-made thoſe very things, 
wnereby his Enemies,the Philiſtims, ſought 
to Intrap, or deſtroy him, Incouragements 
to 


OE (12) 
to fight with them, and Omens of his Vi- | 
Qtory over thems And as ſcarceany Time 
ts ſo ſhort, but that things ſo Agile, and a- 
ſpiring as the Flames of a Devout Soul, 
may take a flight to Heaven, ( as Nehemiah 
could find time to dart up a ſucceſsfulPraye 

 erto the Throne of Grace, whilſt he ſtood 
waiting behind the King of Perſta's _ 
fo by theſe extemporary Reflections,as well 
as by other mental AQts of Piety duely 
made, a Devout Soul may not only reſcue - 
theſe precious Fragments of Time, but pro» | 

cure Eternity with them. 
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CHAP. L 


Second Inducement to the Practice 

of making Occafional Meditations, 

is, that for an Exerciſe of Devotion, 
'tisvery delightful, and that upon ſundry 
Accounts. 

For firſt, Variety is a thipg ſo pleaſing 
to humane Nature, that there are many 
things, which it, either alone, or chicfly, 
recommends to us, and 'tis rarely ſeen, that 
we love the ſame things very much, and 
very long ; and of things that elſe would 
appear equally good, we uſually think that 
the befter, which happens to be another. 
Now.a Perſon addicted to make Occafional 
Meditations, may be ſupplid with Sub- 
jects, whoſe Variety is ſcarce imaginable? 
For the works of Nature, and of Art, are 
not bhe only Objes that often preſent 
themſelves to our RefleQors Conſiderations 


The 


0) 


TheRevolutions of Governments,theFates | 
of Kingdoms, the Riſe and Ruine of Fa- | 
vourites 3 and on the other fide, the molt | 


ſlight and trivial Ocgurrences : And in 
ſhort,all that he ſees happen from the high- 


eſt TranſaQtions, tothe ſhghteſt Circum- | 


ſtances, incident to. hnmane affairs, may 


afford matter of Contemplation to a Per- | 


ſon diſpos'd toit. The mind of Man'is ſo 
comprehenſive, and fo ative a faculty, that 
it can force its paſſage into thoſe imaginary 
ſpaces, that are beyond the outermoſt part 
of the outermoſt Heaven, and can in a mo- 
ment return back, to. conſider the ſmalleſt 
Circumſtances of the meaneſt of humane 
affairs z ſo'that the thinking faculty, being 
equally fit, and diſpos'd to refle&t upon the 


works of God, and the ations of Men, | 


how unlikely is.it, that it ſhould want Va- 
Tiety of Subjects to be imploy'd on, whilſt 
the whoje World makes but a part of its 


Obje@t : And the ſeveral Productions of | 


 Agure,and Art, of the Providence of God, 
and, the Will of Man, may be ſo many 


þ. 


ways conſider'd,and fo variouſly compoun- | 
ded, that they may well be ſuppos'd ca- | 


pable of affording Occafions to Notions, 
and Reflections, far more numberleſs than 


themſclves; ſothat the moſt vigorous, and | 
, the moſt active Soul, is in I:1s danger of | 
| wanting | 
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wanting freſh Game , thao Thoughts to 
purſue ſuch endleſs Variety of 1t. 

Beſides,' whereas Men' are wont, for the 
moſt part, when they would ſtudy hard, to 
repair to'their Libraries, or to Stationers 
Shops z -the Occafional Reflecor has his 
Library always with him,” and' his Books 
lying always open before him, and the 
World it ſelf, and the Actions of: the Men 
thatlive in it, and an almoſt infinite Variety 
of other Occurrences being capable of 
proving Objects of this Contemplation 3 he 
can turn hisEyes no whither, where he may 
not perceive ſomewhat or other to ſuggeſt 
him a Reflection. - iQ 

But, - that which -may much indear ſuch 
Meditations,-is, their {uprizing ev'n him, 
whoſe Thoughts they are : For one of the 
chief accounts, upon which Wir it felf is 
delightful, is, in very many cafes, the un- 
expectedneſs of the things that pleaſe usz 
that unexpeCedneſs being the higheſt:De- 
gree of Novelty, which,.as I freſhly-noted, 
does exceedingly gratifie moſt mens minds. 
We need not 1n this caſe, as in moſt others, 
make an-uneafie Preparation to entertain 
our InſtruQors ; for our Inſtructions are 
ſuddenly, and as it were out of an Ambuſ- 
cade,ſhot into our mind,from thingswhence 
we never expected them, ſo that we receive 

| the 


(165 


the advantage of learning good Leſſons, | | 
without the trouble of going to School for } 


them, which, to many, appears the greateſt 

trouble that is to be undergone, for the Ac- 
' quiſt of Knowledge. But though' theſe 
irradiations of Light, be oftentimes fudden, 
' as that which we receive from flaſhes of 
Lightning, yet tis not always upon the 
ſingle account of this ſuddenneſs, that the 
inſtruftions, preſented us by Occafional 


Meditations, have an unexpectednels ; for | 
oftentimes, the Subjet that is conlider'd; | 


appears not to be any thing at all of Kin 


to the Notion it ſuggeſts. And there are | 


many of theſe RefleQions, whole Titles, 


though they name, the occaſion of them, | 


do ſolittle aſfiſt, ev'n an ingenious Reader, 


to gueſs what they contain, thatif you tell | 


him what is treated of, he will ſcarce ima- 


gine, how fuch Thoughts can be made to | 
have aRelation to ſuch remote Subjeds; | 


And the informations we receive from 
many Creatures, and Occurrences, are of- 
rentimes extreamly diſtant from what, one 
would conjecture to be the moſt obvious, 
and natural Thoughts thoſe Themes are. 


fitted to preſent-us, though, when the Cir- '| 


cumſtances are throughly examin'd, and 
confider'd, the Informations appear proper 
enough : Thus, when a Navigator ny" 

| : Pics 
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ſpies an unknown Veſſel afar off, before 'he 
has hail'd her, he can ſcarcely;ifat all, con- 
clude what he ſhall learn by her, and'he 
may from a Ship that he finds perhaps up-+ 
on ſome -remoter coaſt of Africa, or the 
Indies, meet with Informations concern- 
ing his own Country, and affairs And thus 
ſometimes a little Flower may point us'to 
the Sun, and by caſting our. eyes down to 
- our feet, we may in the water fee thofe 
Stars that ſhine in the Firmament or higheſt 
vittble Heaven. CE: 
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CHAP. II. 


ND, laſtly, the pleaſantneſs of theſe 
Meditations, to him that: hath 'ar- 
tain'd skill in making them, will, if he'be 
not much mortifi'd, be much increas'd by 
their being Proofs, as well as Effeds,; of 
Skill. To beable'to take up Inſtructions in 
| Books that arerepleniſhed with them, and 
where they are purpoſely and diſtintly ex- 
hibited in the form of Inſtructions, requires 
rather that a man be docile than ingeniouss 
| buttobeabletocollect Moral and Spiritual 
Documents out of a Book of Hierogly- 
phicks, or from a Landſcape or a Map, is 


more than every attentive conſiderer can 
| | do 
bl 
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do, and is that which argues ſamething | 
of Dexterouſneſs and Sagacity that is | 
not very ordinary. And- fo, from Ethical | 
or Theological Compoſures, to take out | 
Leſſons- that. may imprave the Mind, is a | 
thing much inferiour ta the being able to 


do the like out of the Book of Nature, 


where moſt Matters that are not Phy ical, 
if they ſeem nat to be purpoſely veil'd, are 
at leaſt but darkly hinted. And me-thinnks | 
there is ſuch a difference betwixt him. that 
but takes up Inſtructions in Books of Mara- 
lity and Devotion, and him that by Occa- | 
ſional RefleQions derives them from the | 
Book of Nature, 'and. the Accidents he 
chances to take notice of , as there is be- 


twixt anAntthat contributesnothing either 


tothe Production or Improvement of the 
Corn ſhe layes up and feeds on, but only 
earries away that which ſhe finds ready 
formed intoits little Granary or Re ofi- 
tory,and the Induſtrious Bee, who, without 
ſtealiog from Flowers anything that can 
prejudice them, does not only gather,but 
improve and transform, her food, and live 
on that which otherwife would be uſeleſs, | 
and beſides, not onely has the pleaſureto 
gather its food from Flowers, and from va- 
ricty of them, but Jives upon Honey, an 


Aliment that is as ſweet and delicious as 


nutrl- 


nutritive. *'Twas doubtleſs a very,great 
pleaſure to #/ep, that by his ingenious þ1- 
Gions hecould;in-a manner,lendReaſan and 


* 
= 


Speech to Liens, Foxes, Crows, and other 
Animals, to. whom Nature had deni'd 
both ;.and I- know not why it ſhould beleſs 
delightful, by. Occaſional Reflections, to 
turn not onely Birds and. Beaſts, bug, all 
kinds of Creatures io the. world, as.well 
mute and inanimate,as Krational,not onely 
into Teachers of Ethicks, but oftentimes 
into:DoCtors of Divinity, .and by compel- 
lipg ſenſcleſs-Creatures to reveal I ruths to 
us, that they were never:acquainted with. 
themſelves, perform really ſomthing. he 
that, which was but pretended by the an- 
tient Augures and other Diviners the Hea- 
then world admir'd, who took upon-them, 
by the caſual flights of Birds, and the 1n- 
fpection of the Intrails of Beaſts, to learn 
the Will of Heayen. 'Tis a piece of skill,for 
which Mathematiclans have been deſerved- 
ly admir'd, and which 1s little leſs plea- 
 fingto thoſe that have it, than wonderful to 
| thoſe that have it not,thar as if Artiſts were 
able to preſcribe to the Sun and Moon, and 
the re(t of the luminous Globes of Heaven, 
both their pace and their ſtages, they can 
| make that inexhauſtedFountain of Lighr.at 
ſo immenſe a Diſtance, by the Shadow of a 
C2 Itie 
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little Gnomon, fitly plac'd, give us an exact. 
account of all the Journeys he performes in 
the Zodiack3 but perhaps, tis neither aleſs 
noble nor a leſs delightful piece ofskill, to 
be able,by an innocent kind ofNecromancy, 
to'conſult the dead, and conjure up worm- 
eaten Carkaſes out of their Mofly graves, 
without fearing to hear from them ſuch 
diſmal Diſcourſes as Saul had from dead 
Sammel, and to make, not the Stars onely, 
but all the Creatures of Nature, and the 
various occurrences that can fall ander our 
notice, conſpire to inrich us with Inſtru- 
ions they never meant us 53 ſince the Mo- 
tion of the Celeſtial lights ate known, cer- 
tain, and invariable z but theſe particulars 
are neither to be defin'd by number, nor 
limited by Rules. Not to ſay, that this Se- 
Ccret dow: as much excell that other, which # 
recommends Aſtronomy, as Wiſdome does . þ 
Science, and is as much the more uſeful of | 
the two, as to know how to paſs away our |} 
time 1s more profitable, thanto know how 
our time paſſes away. ', = 
But there is a fourth particular, which | 
though ſomewhat leſs diretly' than the 
three I have already diſcours'd of, may be 
reduc'd to the Pleafantneſs of Occafional. 
Meditations 5 and it is, that whereas our 


logate Selt-loye 18 wont tO 0 make any thing +; 
thae'. 
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that minds us of our faults.exceedingly un- 
eafie and unwelcome: in the Diſcoveries 
that, by this way. of thinking, are madeus 
of what is amils, the uncaſineſs 1s. very 
mych allai'd, and the Pill very well gilt. 
For thereare two main things that conduce 
to the ſweetningofReproofs,Gtto keep men 
from being offended at them 3 The ohe is, 
when-.they come from a- perſon whom we 
love,and whom we believe to love us, and 
to have no ether deſign in diſpleaſing us 
than that of ſerving us : And the other ts, 
 Thatthe Diſcovery that is made us of our 
faults be ſweetn'd by Acknowledgments 
of our having Qualities of a commendable 
Nature, whente' wiſe Reprovers uſually 
mingle, and, as it were, brew their Repre- 
henfions with Praiſess Now, both theſe 
pleaſing Vehicles, if I may ſo call them, and 
CorreQtives of Reproofs, concur in thoſe 
we 'meet with in making Occaſional Res. 
HeCtions, ' For, in theſe caſes, beingour own 
Inſtruors, and our own Conſciences be- 
ing the Makers of the Application, we can- 
{| not ſuſpeQ the Reprehenſions to come from 
| Perſons, that either miſtake us, or are par- 
tial againſt ns; and that Truth which a 
man's Conſcience applies'to him , being 
found out by the ſagacity of his own Under- 
ſtanding , extrafting from 'Obje&ts that 

C 3 which 


which . every Confiderer would not have. 
pick'd out thence 3 it. may very often hap-. 
pen that the ſame Reflefion will diſcover. 
to a man his Excellencies, as well as make 
him take notice of his faults; and that which 
makes him 'condemn the Diſorders of his 
AﬀeCtions, may. argue, - and thereby com- 
nitnd, the goodneſs of his Parts. 


CHAP. Ill. 
" Know, tt may be objected again(t,the 
pleaſantneſs of the Mental Exerciſe I 
have been ſpeaking of, That. to make Oc+ 
cafional Meditations is a work too difficult 
to be delighttul, | MILD 
In Antwer to this, I might repreſent, 
"That there are imployments wherein their 
being attended with ſomewhat of difficulty, 
3s ſo far from deterring us, that it recom- 
mends them: as we ſee that in: Hunting 
and Hawking, the toil that muſt be under- 
goneis fo much an indearment of the Re- 
creation, of which it makes a- great 'parr, 
that when 1t happens that we de not meer 
with difficulties enough, we create new 
ones, as when Hunts men give the Hare 
Law , (as they ſpeak) for fear of killing 
her | before they have almoſt kill'd their 
| Horſes, 


Py .- 
Horſes, and perhaps themſelves, in follow- 
| ing her : Yet Tſhall rather chuſe to make a 

more dire& Anſwer,by obſerving, That the 
_ difliculties imagin'd in the practice I am 
treating of, ſeem to ariſe, not ſo much from 
the ature of the rhiog it (elf, as ftom ſyme 
prejudices and miſapprehenfiogs that are 
Entertain'd about it, eſpecially the follow- 
Ing two. . | 
The firſt is a needleſs Scruple, which 
makes ſome fancy themſelves obliged to 
confine their thoughts to the ſubject that 
ſet them on work, And this dwelliog long 
upon one Theme is to miny men a thing 
uneafie -and tedious enough. But for my 
part, I ſee no neceflity of ſuch aſtrianeſs; 
and TI have often obſerv'd the thoughts ſuc- 
- ceſsfully to follow objects of a quite differ- 
Ing nature from thoſe that were firſt ſtar- 
ted, from which, perhaps, though more 
obſtioately purſued, very little inſtru- 
Ction or advantage would have been ob- 
tain'd, and it not unfrequently happens, 
that mentrouble themſelves in vain to make 
any profitable uſe of the conſiderations of 
thoſe firſt objets, where the thoughts be- 
ing licens'd to expatiate themſelves, they 
do often at length pitch upon ſomewhat or 
other that is inſtruftive, and at which, per- 
haps, they aim'd at the very firſt, though 
7 C4 they 
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they attain'd it but by degrees, and pur- 
ſu'd-it by winding and untrac'd ways. As 
when we let a Grey-hound looſe in a 
Warren, we confine him not to the firſt 
Rabbet he makes after, ſince we ſee it fre- 
quently happens, that-one ſets hima run-: 
ning, and another proves his Quarry. Nor 
do I conceive ſuch a practice diſagreeable 
to the nature of Occaſional Meditations, 
nor to be excluded by their name, for that 
appellation tnay well enough be appli'd to 
thoſe emergent thoughts which fortuitous 
Occaſions did awaken or ſuggeſt to us; nor 
is it neceſſary that our thoughts be always 
calculated for the ſubject that excited them, 
provided we thence took occaſion to think: 
$90 that inſome caſes, the Occaſion 1s not ſo 
- much the Theme of the Meditation, as the 
Riſe. For my part, Iam ſolittle ſcrupulous 
in this matter, that I would not confine Oc- 
calional Meditations to Divinity it ſelf, 
though that be a very comprehenſive Sub- 
jet, but am ready to allow mens thoughts 
to expatiate much further, and to make of 
the Objects they contemplate not onely a 
Theological and a Moral, but alſo a Poli- 
tical, an Oeconomical, or even'a Phyſical 
uſe. And I doubt whether the groundleſs 
Imagination, that Occafional Refleions 
vught to be confined to matters of Devo- 

: tion, 
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_ tion, or, at furtheſt,'of Morality, have iot 
much helped to keep -our. Meleteticks ſo 
little cultivated as hitherto they have been. 
And indeed there is ſo-perfect an harmony, 
and ſo near a kindred, betwixt Truths, that 
| in many caſes, the one does eitherfind out, 
or fairly hint, or elſe Yluſtrate or confirm, 
the other. And 'tis no-wonder that divers 
of them ſhould belong to the ſame Objec, 
and be deduc'd from it. And if men were 
ſollicitous to apply the things they take no- 
tice of in Occafional Objects, to the diſco- 
very or illuſtration of Oeconomical, Poli- 
tical, or Phyſical matters, it would proba- 
bly bring ſuch kind of thoughts more into 
requeſt with ſeveral ſorts of men,and poſſt- 
bly conduce to the improvement of thoſe. 
parts of Knowledge themſelves. 


#6 other thing 1 proper to men- 


'tion, as that which diſcourages ma- 
ny from the adding themſelves to make 
Occaſional Meditations, is a fancy, That to 
practiſe this kind of thiokiog, one is oblig'd 
to the trouble of writing downi every Oc- 
caſional Refletion - that employs his 
thoughts ; and they conclude it far eaſier to 


forbear 


(26) 
forbear making any, than to wtrite dowtt 
aſl : But, todo this, were to winfdertake a 
rask no leſs unneceſiaty than tedibus. Thoſe 
Meditations indeed that have ſome Excel- 
lency in them, that fits them"to inftrut 
others ;' ſhould for that purpoſe be kept 
from periſhiog, and thoſe that Were not 
conceiv'd without ſome extraordinary Af- 
fedtion in '#s man's felf, ſhould be carefully 
purſued;as Bellows toblow or rekindle De- 
votion, by reminding us of the devout 
thoughts the like Objedts had exeited ft us. 
But for thereſt of bur Occaſtonal Refleti- 
ons, thouphithey fill out heads, they need 
not employ our hands,as having perform'd 
all rhe ſervice that need be expeCted from 
them withio the thind already. 

Nor would have any man be diſcon- 
r2g'd from this way of thinking,that cannot 
expreſs ſo tnuch wit or eloquence in Occa- 
ſional Meditations, as perhaps he may aſpire 
to. For, beſides that much ſubtilty of wit is 
16t to be expetted,'or at leaſt exated, in 
this kind ' of compofires, Where we com- 
monly rhake- uſe of things rather out of 
haſt than choice, as frequently being bur 
the firft thoughts we meer with,not the beſt 
we have 3” beſides this, I ſay, that which 
ought moſt to indear this ſott of RefleQions 
t2a Chriſtian, is tather that they cheriſh 
piety; 


calional thoughts will need but ſmallinvi- 
tation to frequent thoſe minds where they 
meet with a kind entertainment. And 
though men ſhould be redue'd to purheaſe 
this habitudeat the rate of alittle difficalty, 
I doubt not but they will find the benefit of 
It, when gotten, richly to-recompenſerhe 
trouble of acquiring it. Norwill the'pra- 
Cliſe, that muſt contributetotheatrainment 
of a reaſonable degree of skill' in:making 
them, be half fo troubleſome when thoſe 
Exerciſes but ma ke upthe habitude, as 


they will prove facile and delightful when 
they flow from it. 


SECT, 


CHAP. I. 


Re third orand FF Ub: that 
--may be deriv'd from the cuſtom of 
- - makiog Occaſional Meditations,is, 
That 3 it conduces to the exerciſe and 1im- 
provement of divers of the-faculties of the 

mind. - And this it may do upon ſeveral | 
accounts. 

1, For. in the firſt place, i it "0 ITEM a 
mand to an attentive obſervation of the Ob- 
jects wherewith he is. converſant., Where- 
as there 1s ſcarce any thing that may not. 
prove the ſubjeCt of an, Occaſional Medj- 
ration, ſo the natural propenſity we have 
to:-manage well the themes we undertake 
ro-handle, upperceivably ingages us to pry 
intothe ſeveral attributes & relations of the 
things 'we conſider, to obtain the greater 
plenty of particiJars, for. the making up 
of the more full and compleat Parallcl . 
betwizt 


CW 
betwixt the things whoſe reſemblances 
we would ſet forth. By which means: 2 


7 F/ 


man often comes to.'diſcoyer a multitude 
of particulars | even 'in_ obvious things, 
which, without ſuch an ingagement to at- 
tention , he would never have. minded , 
and which common |beholders take no 
Notice of. And though it may ſeem, that 
the habit produced by the praQiſe of Oc- 
caſional medirating, ſhould accuſtom a man 
to heed only. ſuch ObjeRs as arelike ta 
ſuggeſt to him devout thoughts; yet not.ta 
mention now that 1 ſhall advertiſe, you 
anon, that there'is no neceflity of copfine- 
ing occaſional meditations, to matters 
Devout, or Theological, [ hall -oty 
repreſent, that, fince we know not, befare 
we have conſidered the particular Objects 
that occur to us, which.of chem will, and 
which of them will not, ; afford us the 
ſubje&t of an Occaſional RefleQion, the 
mind will, after a while, be ingag'd.to a 
general and habitual attention, relating'to 
the” Objefts that preſent themſelves 'to it. 
Beſides, that though we ſhould at firſt ap- 
ply. our heedfulneſs to circumſtances: of 
only. ſome few. ſorts of ObjeAs, yet the 
. habit, being once acquir'd, would eaſily 
reach to others than thoſe that firſt occa- 
 hon'd it; as men, that by learning to fing 
oF Anthems, 


Anthettis, are core to have efitical cars, | 
will be able to Judge, much. better than | 
they could befores of the reſemblances and 
differencesof Tones in other Songs, and 
will rake Notice of divers particylarities in 
S"NIk C9 a LM V.ATIGS Cim ; 3291-5 
Voices, which would not be heeded by, an }.. 
unpraftiſed Ear - Andas we have made js 
appear, that the way of thigking we wauld 


* £ % 


receanend , does very; Much Pipale 

en to an attentive frame. of mivd 3 fo, 

that ſach a frame or diſppſicien is a. great. 

advantage in the whole courſe of a man's 

EE L0ge appear improbable to him who 
| ] 


duly conſiders, that fince attention, like, 

a magulfyipg glaſs, ſhows us, even in com-. | 
mon Objetts, divers particularities, undiſ-_ 
cerned by thoſe who want that advantage, 
it muſt needs make the things he is conver- 
fant with, afford the confiderer,much moxe 
of inftruQtion than they obtrude upon the 
ordinary Toge beholder, $+. confſe- 
quently , this exerciſe of. the mind muſt 
prove'a compendious way to Experience, 
and makeit attainable without gray-hairsz 
for that , we know, confiſts not in the 
multitude of years, but of obſervations, ' 
from Numbers and variety of which, it 
reſults: nor is there any reaſon, why pru- 
dence ſhould be peculiarly aſcrib'd to 
the Aged, except a ſuppoſition that ſuch 

Sy perſons, 
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_ perſons, by © having'liv'd long in the 
World, have had the opportyvity'of many 
and variousoccurrencesto ripen their judg- 
ment; ſo that if one mancan bythiserten- 
tion make, as well he may in a ſnall com- 
paſs of time, as great a number of Obſerva- 
tions: as: leſs heedful Perſons are wont to 

doinalonger, Ifee not why ſuch a man's 
Experience mgy not be equal to his, that 
has liv'd lopger 3 for: it-matters not-much 
whether a man make a competerit Number 
of Obſervations, in much time' or little, 
providedhe have made them well. | 
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CHAP.*lI. 
"THe Practice I would recom- 
+ mend, accuftoms 'a''man to 
make ReffeCtions upon the things he takes 
notice of;and ſo, by exercifing improves his 
reaſoning Faculty. For, as moſt "men have 
much more {trengthandAgllity intheright 
hand than in the left, and; generally ſpeak- 
Ing, thoſe Limbs of the body that are moſt 
exercis'd, are ſtronger than the reſt of the 
ſame kind, fo the faculties of the mind are 
Improv'd by Exercil>, and thoſe that we 
frequently employ,grow thereby the more 
vigorous and nimble. And, for my part, I 
| have 


T - (32) 
have beenoften inclin'd to think, that the 
chief advantage that the reaſoning faculty 
derives fromthe Inſtitution received in Lo- 
gick-Schools, comes not ſoa much from the 
 Precepts themſelves, which are pretended 
to make upan Art of reaſoning, as from the 
frequent exerciſes that, by occaſion. of ſuch 
Precepts, the Students are put upon 3 and 
perhaps, if men were oblig'd to read the 
controverſies of ſubtle Wits, and to engage 
in frequent Diſputations,both premeditated 
and extemporary, it would add little lefs of 
readineſs and acuteneſs to their wits, though 
they diſputed of other matters than ſuch as 
Properly belong to Logick, and werenot 
before imbu'd with the Precepts of that 
Art ; as we ſee, that the uſe of ſinging 
withthoſethat can ſing well, does mach im- 
prove ones Voice, both as to ſtrength and 
clearneſs, whatever the Tunes or Sopgs be 
that are ſung, and how little ſoever thoſe - 
with whom one fings make it their Buſineſs 
to teach him the art of Mufick.  _ 
But this is only Conjefure; and whe- 
ther it be true orno, yetthis I am confident 
is ſo, That the bringing of a man to be a 
thinking and a refleGing Perſon, is to pro- 


curehim ſo great anAdvantage,as though it | 


werethe only one may juſtly endear to him. . 
the cuſtom of making Occaſional Meditar | 
tions 5 


1' tions, and he that could bring this practice 
into the Requeſt it deſerves, would do a 
, greater piece of ſervice, not only to the pat- 
ticular Perſons he perſwades, but toman- 

kind in. general, Jo the greater part of 
. {good men themſelves feem'to be aware of. 
'For though God' having been pleaſed 'to 
make Reaſon the chief-part of our Nature, 
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| \among the various Objetts thas daily -ot-.. - 


-cur to us.it can ſcarce be but that fome.or 0- . 
'ther will in a manner obtrude ſome Notior's 
.ev/in upon theunattentivez yet certainly,all 
-that has been found worthy of Mankind in 
'Mathematicks; Philoſophy, and other kinds 
.of-Learning,” has been attain'd by thiaking 
Men, orby a frequent and regular: Practice 
of  iploying the thoughts : : And left it 
— ſhould beobjedted, that theſe various, and 
Elaborate: effe&ts of affiduous Medi: ation 
were the productions only of Philoſophers 
or other men of ſpeculative heads ; Let us 
but conſider, that though Gallants ayd 
Courtiers do, ſeldom love to tire them- 
{elves with thinking, and are asſeldom fond 
ot. writing Books, not to add, fit: towrite 
them, and though lovebenot the fruiefalleſt 
Theme that: may be pitch'd' on, yet that 
| Paſſion, and iojoc Particulars relating. to it, 
Þ} #<quently buſyingtheir thoughts, and being 
ſeveral wayes confder'd by them, has been 
ALT" = _ difplayd 


"72006 
Aifplay 'dand contrividev'n by-fuch Writer 
as I have been juſt now-mentioning, ivto 
thoſe numerous Plays. that daily 1mploy | 
the Stage, andthoſe Voluminous/Romances 
that are too often the only; Books which 
make up the Libraries of Gallants, and fill 
| the Cloſets of Ladies. He that moſt truly 
called himſelf, the Trzth, tells:us, that the 
Devil is not only a Lyar, but the Father of 
Lies, that is, the great Patron and Promo- 
ter of falſhood, and, as ſuch, he ſtudiouſly | 
oppoſes all uſeful Truths ; _ only thoſe 
for which: we muſt be beholden to Revelati- | 
on, but thoſe alſo which may be attain d by 
Ratiocination, and the well regulated exer- 
ciſe of our natural Faculties : ;And he were 
much leſs an Adverſary and an Old Serpent | 
than he is, if his Enmity to. God: and Man, | 
did not juſtly make him think that ſcarce 
apy thing is more his intereſt thanſolicitoully 
 todivert men from thinking,and diſcouzage 
themin it, there being few things whereby 
be could moxe effeftually oppole at once, 
both the Glory of God and 'the good of 
Men. And ſure, if ſoſubtileah Adverſary 
did not think it very much his iptereſt to be 
ſolicitous about this matter, it could not be. 
that men ſhould chuſe for a Priviledge, the 
laying - afide that faculty of Meditatiog, | 


Wh s indeed fo och theix Feinlleces | 
t at 
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that,if Experience did not convince the'con- 
trary;” Fcontdmnever. firfpet thar-rheNon- 
employing of thel ir thou ohrs could be their 
Choice rather than "thick! Puniſhment, and 
| thess ratlopal Orearwes, eſp pecial 7 4 Mn 
SPanny ther keep! Jieaes, 
m m—_— os worle; vhap. dt 
lo n jag 0 Fares mock a) Faculty, that 
enables an ingeaious wpn, t9-BEY 7 ttg,them- 
nermoſt Receſles of, aryſtes1 my at Cy 1 
diſeove r, there fa, much . of; the; Wilde, 
Payer, and Goodnefs, of 4hg-Authoxgns 
dſt, fit. to give the Diſcoverer az high 
and devout Veneration for, thoſs Exce)len- 
Files, A.Farzlty, whereby an-jnquiſiiveSoul 

may expatiate it {elf through.the whole Im- 
' menſity of the: Univerſe, and be: her 9wþ. 
Teacher, i in 4: thouſand caſes; where the 
Baok is .no leſs delightful thanithe Leſſons 
are.inſtrutive. A _.Faculty. ( to conclude) 
by, whoſe help the reſileſs mind \ having 
div'd to. the lowermoſt parts'of. the Earth, 
can;thence in a trice take ſuch a £ light, that 
| having travers'd all the corporeal;Heavens, 

and ſcorn'd to. ſuffer herſelf to. be confin'd 
with.the very Limits of the. World, the 
| rovyes about- in the ultra-mundane ſpaces, 
| and conſiders how far they reach. 
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CHAP. II, 


HI. J)Efides the two already mention'd 
JI Advantages, which the Intelle-' | 
ual part of the Mind may'derive from the 
Pradtice -of  Occafiovat Reffe tions, 1 
"ſhould not ſcruple to add a third, if there 
werenot too juſt Cauſe of apprecnS, 
that my Writings may: difcredit any thing 
that comespropos'd of thatNatyre, by no 
'better a Per; and that the Mazner of whit 
1 amabout” to deliver, may diſparage the 
Matter. Butfince, from the Experience evin 
of purblind and dim-ſighted Perſons, good 
[PerſpeQives may be, not improperly, nor 
unſucceſsfully, recommended, thong their 
Native and peculiar Debility of Sight keep 
them from being able to'ſee as clear, and as 
far, through ſuch Glaſſes, as other Men 
can do, if themſelyes can,” by the uſe of 
them, 'do far more than they could without 
_ then, 'T will adventure to 'ſpeak' of an | 
Improvernent I cannot boaſt of, leſt by ſup- 
prefling the mention of an Advantage, be- 
cauſe I cannot make it, 1 ſhould ſeem either 
Vain, or Envious, as weJl'as Dull. I ſhalt. 


_—_—. 


wa 


then take notice, that the Meleteticks we |- 


are confiderivg, may,” Where' it finds a ca- 
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pable and diſpos'd Subject,” much improvs 
that nimble and acceptahle Faculty of the 
Mind, whereby ſome Men have, areadineſs, ' 
and ſubtilty , in conceiving things, and a 


and that ſuch a kind of ſurpriſe is one of the 
moſt endearing Circumſtances of- the. pro- 
duttions of Wit, he muſt not have much 
confider'd the Nature of them, that 
Ignores, oe a 
Next, the ſame Exerciſe inures a Man to 
draw his Conceptions from the very Na- 
ture of the thing he ſpeaks of, which a- 
mong thoſe that can judge of Wit, is held 
a far greater ſign of it, than the ſaying 
things more ſpecious, and elaborate, that 


_ appear to be Ancienter than the Occaſion, 


as 19 uſual in Epigrams, and other ſolemn 
pre- 
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pretieditated pieces. of-- Wit, where often- 
tHfifes the Thoughts were not madefor the 


Fhemes, but Before thei: Whereas, the" 


ſiddenneſs of a good OccaſionalRefleQion, 
ruity to that'which gaveirRiſe, 
perfwades' the Hearers, that the Speaker's 
Wit is of its own' growth, 'and” is rather 
fogpeſted bythe Occaſion, thin bately ap- 
plicdroit.” (7 HI 

A third way, whereby? our Meletericks 


nay condaeero Wit, / is,” by bringing thoſe 


thituſe towrite their Thoughts, ro what 
way be call d a certain Tex wrt of Style ; 
for when a'Man treats'of familiar, 'vr of 
ſolewn Subjets, he is'ſo-mnch aſſiſted by 
_ received phraſes and manners of ſpeak- 
;'that are wont to' be 'imploy'd: about 
on, that being ſeldome at 2 lols fot con- 
veiſient cxprefhiohs, his Wit is feldome 
diftreſs'd bow to furniſh him with words 
ft for histurn. But the Subjects rhat in- 
vite Occaſional RefleQions, are ſo various, 
and'uncommon,and oftentimes ſo odd.thar, 
ro-accommodate ones:Diſcourſe to them, 
the vuliar and receiv'd forms of Speech 


Re 


vill afford him bur little affiſtance, and to' 


come off any thing well. be muſt exerciſe 
his Invention, and put it upon coinivg vari- 


ousand new Expreſſions, to ſute that va- 


riery of unfamiliar Subjects and of Occa- 


lions, 


Es 


| | (39) a 
' Gons, that the Objefs of his Meditation | 
} willengage himto write of : Aad by this 


; | difficult. exerciſe of his Inventive faculty, 


he may by degrees ſo improve it, and, after 
a while, attaintoo pliant a Style,thar ſcarce 
any Thought will puzzle him to fit words 
toit, and he-will be able to cut out Ex- 
prefſions, and make them {it cloſe toſich 
 Subje@s, as a Perſon unaccuſtom'd to ſuch 
| kind of Compoſures, would find it very 
| difticulce to write of, with any thing of pros 
priety. 
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CHAP. IV. 


TT remains, that mention one way more; 
| arid that a conſiderable one, whereby 
the praiſe of Occaſional Reflections may 

contribute to the Improvement of Wit 5 

and that 15, by ſupplying Men with ſtore arid 

variety of good Compariſons. | 
How great, and how acceptable, a part of 

Wit that is, which has the advantage to be 

expreſs'd by apt Similitudes, every Man's 

own experience, if he pleaſe to confulr it, 

May, in ſome meaſure, inform him. And 
Ertainly, there isno one part of Wit that 

1s fo generally applicable to all kind © 

Perfons ; for good compatrifons ferve e- 

D 4 qually 


6 ' _- wi 
_ qually; to illuſtrate, and to perſwade ; the 
oreateſt Wits diſdain them not, .and ev'n 
ordinary Wits are -capable to underſtand 


them, - and to be afteftedby them; andifa : | 


' Sermon, or a long Diſcourſe, . be inrich'd 
with one apt Compariſon, - what part ſo-. 
ever elſe be forgotten, that will be ſure to 
be remewmbred. And, a but plauſible Ar- } 
pument, dreſs'd up in fine Similitudes, ſhall 

be more; prevalent among the generality 
of Men, than a-Demonſtration-propes'd in 
a naked Syllogiſme ; and therefore, the an- 
tient Sages did fo much chufe to imploy a 
Figurative way of delivering their Thovghts,” | 
that when they could-not furniſh themſelves 
with Reſemblances fit for their turns, they 
would deviſe Parables, 'and Apologues, to 
recommend what they ſaid ro the at- 
tentiop, and memory of thoſe they would 
work upon. And thoſe famous Orators, 
who, though they Livd in Common-' 
. wealths, did, by their Eloquence, exerciſe 
a more thanMonarchicalGovernment there, 
and who, by their . inchanting Tongues; 
 Tul'd thoſe Warlike people, whoſe Swords 
had made them Maſters of the World 
thoſe imperial, Wits, 1 ſay, whoſe Oratory 
pertorm'd fuch Wonders, performed them . 
chiefly by the help of their happy . come |] 
Pailiuns, which alone contributed more to. 


their | 


CF. 


| ' their ſucceſs; than almolt all the other per- 


ſuaſive Figures of their Triumphant Rhe- 
torick : Lucky. Compariſons being indeed 
_ thoſe parts' of Wit, that. 2s well make the 
ſtroogeſt Impreſſions upon the Mind, as they 
leave the deepeſt on the Memory. Nojv, | 
as the being furniſh'd with apt Comparti- 
ons, do's fo very much -conduce to the 
making a- Mans Diſcourſes and Writings 
appear Witty, ſo there is ſcarce any thing 
more fit. and likely to ſupply: a Man with 
ſtore and variety of Compariſons, than the 
Cuſtom of making Occafional Meditations : 
For he that uſes himſelf to_take notice of 
the. properties and circumſtances of moſt 
things that Occur to him, and to refle@ on 
many of them, and thereby obſerves the 
_ relations of things to one another, and con- 
ſequently diſcerns, how the properties or 
circumſtances of one may be accommodated, 
by way of Reſemblance or Dilimilitude, ro 
ſomewhat that relates to the other, will 
often find, beſides thoſethings which afford 
him his Occaſional RefleQion, divers o- 
ther>s, which, though leſs fit for the Medi- 
tation; that invited his taking notice of them, - 
' may be very fitly applicable to other ſub- 
jets, and purpoſes, and*will eafily furniſh 
him with Reſemblances,wherewith he may, 
if he pleaſes, much increaſe the Books of 

—_ "7 
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$imilitndes, alteady extant : And the Com 
parifons'that may be this way lighted on, 
may 'f6metimes prove ſtrange, and unob- 
vious enough, to be ſurprizing evn to Hini- 
{eIf, 35 well as to his Auditors, or his Rea+- 


ders.” 
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CHAP. V. 


Ut, beſides thoſe Similitudes, we may 
FY befurniſh'd with, by the thitigs we 9b+ 
ſerve, without turning them into Occaſional 
Meditations, we may find in thoſe very 
Subjec&s, whereon we do make Reficions, 
Circumſtances, that, though improper, 'or 
at leaſt unneceſlary, to be taken into the 
Occaſional Meditation, may be very fitly 
accommodated to other things, and plenti- 
fulty contribute to the ſtore and variety of 
Compariſons we lately mention'd z this - 
muſt appear ſo much a Truch, to any that 
is exercis'd 1n- making Occaſional Refle- 
Ctions, thatT fhquld perhaps forbear to illu- 
ſtrate it, by any particular example, bur 
that this part of my Diſcourſe recalls into 
my 'Mind ſome Thoughts that were ſug- 
geſted to me, by one of the laſt Occaſtons 
t had ro make ReflcAions of this Nature. 
L ſhall add then, rhat being all alone, and 

| diverted 
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2 43: | 
diverted a pretty while by aſidden'ftorm 
of Thunder, Lightning, 'Wind, 'and Rain, 
from the -imployments I had deſign'd 'my 
ſelf to; I had the unwelcome leiſure to 
make ſome 'RefleQions'vpon the rude Ob- 

je&s that * obtruded themſelves upon 'my 
Obſervation. Y - : 

And the chief thing that preſented it ſelf 
to my- Thoughts, was, a reſemblance be- 
twixt Prophane or Atheiſtical wits, and the 
black' Clouds that then, over-caſt the*Skye 
For, 2s thoſe Clouds-ate rais'd to'ancle- 
vated Srition, © 'and, do afford flaſhes of 
Light ; fo thefe Irrelipious wits'are- often= 
times confpicuous enough, avd-may bring 
forth Norjoris that- are ſurprifing, and in- 
ſtruEtive ; but 2s the ſame Clouds, whil ſt 
they 'pive us but their own momentany 
Light, 'obſcure (by darkting the Sky ) and 
hinder vs,* as much as they can, from recei- 
ving that of the Sun, which reachesfurther, 


. | and is many other ways preferrable to 


vaniſhing. Coruſcations 3 ſo 'theſe Wits, 
whil'ſt they ſeem to'tnlighten thoſe they 
dazie, with their own new Opinions, do 
really deprive them of the true Heavenly 
Light, that would elſe ſhine forth to them 
in the" revealed Word of God 2: And as 
the Light that we "do receive from” the 
Clouds, may dazle and aſtonifh us; but is 

not 


—_— 
hot. ſufficient for us to Travel by ; ſo-the-. 
:dmir'd reaſonings of theſe Sophiſters may 
furpriſe and amaze us, but will never prove 
ſufficient tobe, like the Scripture, a conſtant 
al. 119: Lamp unto our feet, and Light unto our paths. 
And as the Light afforded by ſuch Clouds; 
- is not onely wont to be attended with af- 
frighting Thunder, and hu. tful Storms, but 
burns, and deſtroys, or. at leaſt ſcorches, 
and blacks, where it paſles, and oftentimes 
falls upon Chu ches, Hoſpitals, Colledges, 
and brings fuch frights -and ruincs where- 
ſoever. it comes, that 'twere a great deal 
better Men wanted the Light of ſuch flaſhes, 
- than that they ſhould be expos'd to ſuch in- 
conveniences by them. :. So the inſolent and 
Irregular Wits, I am {peaking of, do not _ 
onelymake an unwelcomNoile in theWorld , 
.. but dooftentimes ſo denigrate the Reputa- 
tigh of them that oppoſe them, and bear ſo 
| littlereſpe&'ev'nito things ſacred, or uſeful 
tg "Ht 4H without ſparing the Church 
or Seminaries of Learning, ifeither come in 
their way , that they do far mora Miſchiets 
by .their.errors, or their praCiſes, than the 
little Ioſtruction they give us, is able to 
make amends for. a 6: 
This; if I forget not, was the ſubſtance 
of the Occaſional Meditation; ſuggeſted 
to ebe the ftorm 3 bur, beſides thar, rhere 
| afe 


_ 


: fame Clouds both px 


"3 


are in this ſome particulars, which are not 


on to the Meditation itſelf, and may 


e fitly enough accommodated, by way of 


Compariſons, to other Occafions. ' I re- 


member, the ſame Subject (the Storm) 
had other Circumſtances in it, fit to afford 
Similitudes, applicable to, other Subjects, 
and ſome of them unobvious enough : For 
inſtance, *tis not eaſe to find (5 Maſtrious 
a Compariſon, to fet forth, how the moſt 
contrary Qualities may proceed from the 
ſame Subjects, ' as. that which we may be 
fuppli'd with, by conſidering, that, from the 
ſame Clouds, we 'derive both Light and 
Darkneſs 3, and a noble Compariſon ef con- 
traries, conjoyn'd in one Subje&, may be 
borrow'd from the ſame Clouds, which 
afford us Lightning, and Rain, ſhew,' that 
they contain in them two of the eminenteſt 
and ({cldomeſt confiftent contraties of Na- 
ture, Fire, and Water: And another Com- 
pariſon may be deriy'd from the differing 
productions of thele Clonds, to ilſuftrate 
thoſe things which do at" once both much 
good, and much miſchief, opdawmerimes the 
one, and ſometimes the other:;; For: the 


v 


uce the Thurde 


T, 


- and the Lightniog, andthereby blalt Trees, 


kill Men and Beaſts, fire Houſes, and ruine 
the ngbleſt Buildings, without ſparingy 
RS 1. 


, (46) 
Churches:themſelyes 3 and, on.:.the other 
fide, plentifully afford us thoſe xefecſhi 

and fertilizing Showers, that correct th 
heat of the ſultry Air, and cure the barren- 
neſs of the parched Earth. And onethat is 
tkill'din framing Compariſons ont of Diſli 

militudes, and exercis'd- ip the other, ways 
of turning and winding of: Simile's,, may 
eaſily enough find, in-the Subjet we have 
been confidering, Circumſtances capable of 
being, conveniently enough Afommanafer 
to more ſubjects. and purpoſes, than. I have 
leifurg-now. to take notice of. And fince, 
as the_beingable to find the latent: reſem- 
blances betwixt thiogs ſeemingly unlike, 
make up agreat part of what we are wont 
tocall 73 ; fo the being able to diſcern. the 
unobyious diſparities of things manifeſtly 
reſembling, 1s one of the chief things that 

difploys the Faculty , Men call Judgient 3. 
and-ince both theſe are very much. afliſted 
by . the Cuſtom .of.'making Reflections, 

 Whereipwe muſt take notice of the ſeveral 


= # 


properties, wherein things. either are alike, 
or difagree 3 Me-thinks it ſhould not a little 
manifeſt the uſefulneſs of our Meleteticks 
towards- the improvement of mens parts, 
that they not only inſtrat the more ſerious. - 
faculty of the Sou), but ſharpen the more 


cu 


dtle, 


FN 
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| CHAP; VL 
| IV. B'. the Pradtice- 1 have all- is 


while been recommending, does 
riot 0 y diſpoſe us. to Attention,- 18 -obſer- 
vipg the things that occur tous, and 4ecu- 
prev us to reflect. on them ſeriouſly,-and 
eſs thein fitly,” but does al(o, though 
| is ifcoGbly, ſuggeſt to us. Ways. and. Me- 
#hods, : whereby-'to make the Objefts we 
conſider informative to us. 
i! For-by' Example,” Analogy; oriſoate of 
thoſe other ways which'we' way ed, 
onanother occalſon; to infiſt cn, 4s 
Þ it were, led by the hand-to:the diſcovery of 
 Wivers uſeful Nations,-eſpectally: Prodiieal, 
_ which elſc-we+ſhould' nox-take any -naticc 
of... Andrindeed,”-the World- is-the great 
Book, i not-10 much'of! 'Nature, as -of- che 
God of Nature, which-we:hould-find ev'n 
crowded with inſtruQtive:kefſons ;1 if we 
had but theskill, and would take the pains, 
to extract and pick them out : The Crea- 
tures are the true Egyptian Hieroglyphicks, 
that under the rude forms of Birds, and 
Beaſts, &c. conceal the myſterious ſecrets 
| of Knowledge, and of Piety. And as 
\onmiſes boaſt of their Elixir, that *wwill 
1 turn 


(48) 


turn the ignobleſt Metals into Gold ; ſo | 
Wiſdom makes all Obje&ts, on which 1t 


operates, inrich the Poſlefſor with uſeful 
and precious Thoughts : And fince, ev'n the 
illiterate Husbandman can; with the moſt 
abje& Dung it ſelf, give a ap growth 
to'the moſt uſeful Grains, to; Medicinable 
Herbs, and ev'n to fragrant Flowers z/ why 
may.not a wiſe Man, by the meaneſt Crea- 
tures, and flighted'ſt Objef, give a conlide- 
rable Improvement to-the nobleſt Faculties 
of the Soul, and the moſt lovely Qualities of 
the Mind 2 1-03 $v;/80 "4X 1:109 

Me np mim rer of deriving In- 


Gn from'the'Subjeds we conlider, will 
be. fit to be: particularly infiſted on, 


when we ſhall have-more time, or ſome o- 


ther opportunity, to treat of the Mavzer of 
making Occaſional Meditations, and ſhew, 
how they maybe fetch'd from Example, 
Analogy, Diſſimilitude, Ratiocination, and 
other Topicks, which we muft-not now take 
any further noticeof, 
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CHAP. I. | 
"Titherto we have confidered the Be- 
H nefits that may be afforded by the. 
PraQtice of Occaſional Meditations 
to the InteHeFrnal Faculties, We will now 
proceed to the Advantages that may accrue 
trom the fame Practice tothe Wil and Af- 
feFions. Theſe advantages beipg not only 
the moſt valuable in themſelves, but thoſe 
upon whoſe account I have been engag'd in 
the preſent Undertaking. 


. 


V. The laſt therefore and greateſt Bene- 
fit I ſhall take notice of, in the Practice I 
would invite you to, 1s, That it awakens 
good thoughts, and excites good motions in 
the Willand AﬀeCtions. For fince we have 
already manifeſted, that it . is wont to ſag- 
gelt variety of Notions to. the, Meditator, 
andſuch as are uſually accompany'd with 
delight : This friendly property to Devo- 
t101, which I now aſcrib2 to our Meletticks, 
15 a [very cafie and genuine off-ſpring of 


; the 


the marriage of the two others : The Beams 
of Knowledgejat&quired by ſach Reflections, 
having in them; Jike thoſe-of the Sun, not 
only Light butKeat. And indeed 1t-were 
ſomewhat ſtrifge, as well 3s f4d,'if a perſon 
diſpoſed and accuſtomed to obſerve and 
confider, converfing with ſuch inſtructive 
Books as thoſe of God's Creatures and his 
Providence, with an intention to take out 
pradtical Leflons., ſhould not find,:them; 
For amid(t. that. rich variety of Objedts 
that in differing manners proffer them- 
ſelves to his confidefation, and: ſuggeſt to 
bim a great diyerſity of RefleQtions,, it can- -| 
not reaſonably be imagin'd. that he ſhould 
not find Subjects or Circumſtances, that are , 
proper, ezther to afiord -him Examples, to. 
imitate, 'or ſhew, him the Danger , or, Un- 
 handſomneſs, or inconvenience of ſome. 
thing that, he. ſhould avoid , or raiſe his - 
thoughts and affections Heaven-wards, on 
furniſh him with ſome new practical con- : | 
fiderations, or ſhew him ſome known Truth ,&.. 
in a varied and delightful dreſs, or ( at 
leaſt ) recal ſome Notions his frailty makes *f '* 
him need to be put in mind of, or, in a '| 
word, either refreſh his memory, or other- 
wiſe cheriſh his Devotion. Let us ſuppoſe 
a perſon, who.being qualifid and accu- 
ſtomed to reflect upon various Objects that | 
OCCUr 


| occtif to hit; mitly deſigns; inthe eher- 

Efſe of that faevſty, the WArrung, af. HigAF:. 
Fe@ions, andthe tmprovement of his: Piety, 
and we ſhall ſeatce H6ubt,: but when. he 
Jooks about him' in the, world, he will-find 

it, what one of the Fathers loftily ſtyled ir, - 
wairfeurngior His Vayrocias x Levy ar Aoyixay difes 
raxloy, Ca School for Rational Souls to | 
fearn the knowledge*of God.) There is 
. Featce any thing that Nature has made; 'or 
that men door: ſuffer, though the Theme 
ſeem never ſo low and {light, whence the 
devour Reffe&or cannot'take an occaſion of 
an aſpiring 'Meditation'z as in a hopeful 
morning the humble Lark "can, from the 
loweft furrow jn the field, take a ſoaring 
fight towards. Heaven; and aſcend thithes- 
watd with a melody that delights bothher 
ſelf and her hearers. If ſuch a perſon con- 
ſiders how amongſt ſuch an-admirable Va- 
ricty, and- ſach odd Antipathies of the 
humberleſs Creatures that compoſe: the 
Univerſe, the conſtant obſervation of the 
Laws of their Nature makes them univer- 
fally, and as it were, ubanimouſly, to con- 
ſptre to make the Author of it appear won- 

derful in it, he cannot but be willingly poſ- 

ſels'd with ſuch an awful admiration of the 

marchleſs wiſdom of their: great Diſpoſer,” 
as made the Plalmift cry our, upon a fome= 
Ek 2 what 


« e& wo KR Pas bo 
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Pſ104-24. what like occaſion, *How manifold are thy 
* So Funi- . works, 0.Lord, how 
us and Tremelius tranſlaterhe place, Quam wiſely þh aft oh 


ampla ſunt opera tua, 0 Fehoua,' quam ex 
onnia ſapienter feciſti ? Ear ſo the Origi- RR them all 2 If 


'nal will bear; if the Hebrew; M64, be made 
applicable: ;a8iwell ro the lazter, * as to the. he have occalion tO 


former part of the words, 
ciful Diſpenſations 


of Divine Providence'to the Godly, or to 
| take notice of the ſevere Ioflictions of Di- 
vine. Juſtice on the Wicked, he will find 
himſelf powerfully engag'd to. relie on the 
one, andto apprehend provoking theother. 
If he take notice. that the World is but our 


deſervipg Man, inſomuch that many. of the 


Caters for one another, he will burſt out 
into Mental, if not Vocal, expreſſions 'of 
Thankfulneſs audiiumiliation to the Father 
of. Mercies, for ſo unmerited- and ill re- 
rurned a Bounty, and will beape toſay! with 
David, What is man that thou teheſt know- 
ledge of him 2? or the ſon of man that thou 
makeſt account of him? And if he compare 
this Manificence of God, in daily giving fo 
many Creatures, . that never violate the 
Laws of their Nature, nor endeavour to 


dilappoint him of his Ends in creating 
them, 


| PC.144. 3. 


\ | 


conſider. the mier-_ 


Store-boule, and that multitudes of admi- 
rable Creatures ſeem to have had a being | 
given, them, principally for the uſe of un- 


I Beaſts, and Birds, and Fiſhes, are but our 


nd 


(53) 
them, for the neceſſities, nay, for the plea- 
ſires, of rebellious and unthankful Man, he 
will reſent an Ingenious' ſhame, and a no- 
ble diſdain, That that Creature ſhould be 
- of all the leaſt grateful tharhasreceiyed the 
moſt--Behefits;: -a0d:thatrhe? fhou}d' of /all - 
others: prove thei moſt unruly, who alone 

hasbeenendowed with Reaſon to rule hfm-- 
felf wichall.; If ima Starry hight: he fooks' 

upodt\ ithe;Firmament, and !confiders how 
manpy-fixed! Stars-there are, 'and how miny 
thoufid-timies more there might be with- 
out wanting > zoom, ' the leaft” of *which 
Aſtrofiomers-teachus tobe-fari biggerthan 
the whole Earth 3 whichy er.” by the proba- 
bleſt computation;contains abvve tenthou- 
ſand millions of Cubick: Germany Leagues; 
(ancbcanſequently-above : threeſcore times 
33- many - Engliſh miles of folid 'meaſiire) 
he will find abundant cauſe-to exclaim with 


David, When T;onſider thy Heavens, the workP\. 2. 3, 4; | 
of thy hands, the, Moon und $tars which thou 


bait ordained, What is man that thou ſhould ſt 
be mindful of hige, or the Son of man that thi 
 Piſiteſt hims  - 7 
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A: ND. ſfinca;ourDiſconriz has led us: to 
"A\:the' mention; af:a>/Bexez/whete? vhe 
truly inſpired Poet (who: bylhtsomir ting to | 
ſpeak of the ; Sin, ſeems to:have:compo: 
this P@a)m ih. thervight)makes theMovn the 
chief ſubjec-of his: Meditation; 10 wilt wor 
perhaps be amiſs, if, onthizocedfion;tweade 
a few-ſhort Reflections onthe ſme! Theme] 
and-thereby_ confirm whatowe lateby'noted 
abqut the: differing Refletions; and:Simfl?> 
ſubjeR,: : as its; ſeveral Arcributes' may' be 
Hieingly:confider #05) io -- 1m b167 | 
-{frhen;- in the firſt place; /when ourCohs 
remplator / takes notice 6; the (grommet? 
Brightneſs of the-Moon, :bevemembers'eos; 
. .; that. 'tis when (ſhe vis at vheo FUN; "that fhio-55 
ſubje@ tobeEelips'd, viewould purkich' in 
mind'of the mutability 'of Humane thivgs, 
| and that oftentimes Proſperity proves never 
#. the more ſecure for appearing the wore full 
Snd reſplendent.” 7 + 5 
- Next, our RefleQor may find in the 
Moon; a lively Emblem, of a true Minilter 
ot the Goſpel. For, as the Moon commu- 
nicates'to the Earth, the Light, and thar 
A 5 oe cir a | ; onely, | 


7 
; 4 


: TTY 
only, "which ſhe receives from p the Sg 
the: Apoſtles, 1 and firſt Prog 2 
ſtiabiry, and Clntheir rica fare ), their, 75d 
Sr HIonn, communicate to Maakind, 3b 
Hh , which,” themſelves "have, ECRLY 
the bright Sun of Right feou ſmeſs... 
oo Similitude may be advanc I by adding 


har v5 Fo Moog hin bt 9 90. e Ear, 


PL 
fives ;f TN u rain « — a 
ſo ihe, tris Preachers of. the! eayenly Do- 


* a -# a 


's Ath,th nd 
Geary 1 ns Thar Pare 
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| © Jifheale: It betn Tz 
Able, for the Chuck that. riſtians 


ſh6uld receive the Bre of Life, T7 vy 
Jews: are recorded. whaJan Free 'd "the mM 


T4; 
#1 


t. Mat ew S Mat, 1g 
"Goſpel, "wt ere. "tis no he that > Cn: firſt 36 

Brake, and gave; to the Dikciples, the Bread, . 
Wh ich .they "afterwards, from Him, diſtri- 
pp to tb People 3 ſp that they might 
of them, in rents, imploy that 


bi xprefſion of St. Paul, I have received of the Cox. x1; 


Lord, that which 1 delivered unto Jon. 3, 

And as though the Moon be deſtitute. of 
- native light, yet by vertue of that borrow'd 
one, Which ſhe plentifully receives from 
the Sun, fhe affords more to. Men than any 
E 4 of 


vaſt diſtance from the Sun, are, by moderg 
Natviraliſts, fuppos'd to io by their own 
' Light'; fo thoſe Ulliterate Fiſher-men, whom 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs call'd, atd made 
the Light Tf the Vorld, did rt 

_ the copious. Ifradiations te vouchſaf'd 


them, diffuſe far more Light to Mankind, 


yy ” 


than the greateſt, Philoſophers, that, be 


unaſſited by Divine Revelation, hed only 
their own native. beams toſhinewith.” : - 


« 4 ; — '3 Tons bs is '2 4 1 
And as oftentimes the ſame Subjed, but 


variouſly conſider'd, may afford both ſome- | 


"What fit to be ſhunn'd, and. ſomewhat fit to 
Be imitated 3 fo, in that which we ſuppoſe 
our RefleQor, now conſidering, he may-ea- 
fily diſcern' the'Emblem of an wvngrateful 
_ perfop: For is the Moon, though ſhe re- 

ceive all the Light that ennobles' ber; from 

the Sun, does yer, when ſhe is admitted to 
" the neareſt Conjunfion with him; edijpſe 


that bright Planet, to which ſhe owes all her 


ſplendour 3 fo unthankful men abuſe thoſe 
very favours that ſhould endear. to them 
their Benefa@ors, to the prejundice of thoſe 
Rs ED ble wes 
And 'tis like that our Refletor may; by 
the way, take notice, That as what paſles 
_ betwixi the Moon and the Sun; does thus 
afford him a Simile, whereby to ſet forth 
3 III POETS Longs” "Hay T7 


Tigra- 


_ , 7 


of the Stars, which, upon the ſcore of their, 


02" OO EPR o Y 
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e World, did, by vertue of | 


3, ſo EH: De betwixt the 
Moon lobes Sca, may ſupply bim with ag 


ramp! e,of.. the; contrary. quality, and. put 
him in, mind; * it a th hankful man will be 
 \ true ant 'biequiou, .to. - his BenefaQor., > 
though eV perſo p that oblig'd hioi haveloſt 


that-Proſperity that PR. made him con- 
ſpicuous,, and. attrated vulgar eyes, as the 
yo follows the courſe of the Moon, not only 


hen- n ic with her full Lig] ht, 
but what of he Chap . pine. can corny 


| Tate little, es to lf. 
Þþ To ther above-x Enti 
pon. .W account the 
compariſon for. -humane EMeoo of he ws 
other for Preachers of -1 the Goſpel, ve wil 
now wo Ther ſhe may afford us's ; Sirilli, 
tude to ſet forth a liberal Perſon by F Fe of as 
the, Moan, freely communicates. to the 
Earth .the Li ht Thc receives from the'Suh, 
[6 the bountiful perſon' ip arts to indigent 
men the Largefie &s he receives, from: the 
exuberant 7 neſs of God. And as to 
IntelleQual »2DmMunications the Parallel 
will hold further, | ſince as the Moon en- 
joys not the Jeſs of Light; for her i imparting 
ſo much-to the Earth ; ſo.in Mental Com- 
munications Liberality. does not impove- 
Tiſh, and thoſe excellent gifts ceaſe not to 
be poſſeſſed, by being Aus And'tis : 


very 


G8) ; | 
: very potſible , (to to add that upot the'By) t 
That after the light 2G the Moonh: $(accot- 
ding to what iter te lt T reſented to 
our Contewp rp? 5 e Fo cations of 
Preacher, it. wo in mind' ht 
the Duty of a Bl Gr le wete very 
fooliſh ig, us, ind 2 Bi towards the 
Father of Lights,” g6t-to na AAA the 
great Light ko beive "front rhe” Sp by | 
the Moby. r not. to 4d Kngwieat che Mt 1 
_ to be 3 vety ulefuÞ Creatpre , has he | 
| ore = bets Light, wherewit - nes 
er Earth, thin 


$=01 


a he 
- deli Heat 5 > fe were fun\ CEA 
a wo | fork earers'ts tefuſe to adknows - 
vided by, the' 5 Opicogns 


Fad, Ghats hs ofLE 'Led roig F | El oh 


though, they rhemſelves w cet "Uloſtrs: 
ted, Jl warmed, by * Bo $"'they fo | 
flect. ut theref> Ne as Oyſte 15, "and bel gul er | 
Shell-Glh, are obſerv'd to thrive at the In 
creaſe =r the Moon, though ber” br” be 
unattended with Heat, and*"t thaugh ps 
when he i is at Full, the wants not her ſpots; 7 
ſo deyout Hearers' will be careful to pro- 
ſper proportionably to the Inſtruftions they 
receive even from thoſe Preachers, whoſe 
Illuminations are accompani'd with Zeal 


and Charity, and who, when they ſhine 
| with 


> P 
> aL 
= 
_ 


| £33) 
l 4 ents, Ire not free from: 
[ fe5s;"! as to! ſome Paliieg,op 
_ blobsBicmiſhes! = 1 7 hole 
2* And! "#s fHE'Mogn': miy thus fi our. 
neertplar6r wich | br 4 toſer forth! 
'Verthe and 'a Vice of the Ming, . 
'it. foppl / Hich with an' Eimblem'of. 
| as he 'Light of the Moon! 
ko reafin; BL gl. onictimes in 
ly is ſometimes 't9- 
err het fe”? is at the 
by Spots 3: fa; the 


|. oy {V ER # ChiGab, 6 
r e ot 
: xs No Rog Ty he 
times =? Illuſtrated by the Beams of flex? 
venly Light, and Joy, and not alone now 
and then quite | pliner .by, diſconſolate 
Delertions but: eve en it receives the 
- molt Light, and ſhines the brighteſt, k OWS 
| DIY16" pets” and is T1 par RT be 
ts -native Dake Toe Imj bet fefionz 
Afd the R eſembl JI W055 Fae appro- 
ated &the mind'sf, Min, but thir they 
eighe eifMFHe Thews' t& be? applicable to 
* hiscondition, 'in point of c ws L4ot Proſpe- 
| tity-and Adverfity.”  Afd'to'theſs Reſem- 
elances" other Refleftions on the" ſeveral 
Adjunds of the Moon might be elfo added; 
together with ſeveral Examples of this na- 
rure 
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dentally under my copfideration:z .and were 
it notalfo, that the RefleCtions which-might 


already upon a Theme, that fe}. bur incin 


here be anvex'd ypon cheatriputesotocher 
nex'd ypon the artributes of other; 
ubJoyn.d, 


Objedts, may, be more, properly. 
(9 what may be. on .another, occalian; pres 
ſented you, by way of Maſtarion, of love 
particulars, . that belong to the. fogrth part 


ofthe precedent Sefton, in which my baſte, 


and ſome other reaſpns, made me.,content 
my ſelf, 'to give ſome few general Hint 
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abqut, ſuch RefleCtions, and. at, Iotimation 


* 


f the Topicks whence: 1am wont to fetch, 
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\Ament, ex paſfaxt , We may now proceed 
alittle further, and add, that if we ſuppoſe 
our 'Contemplator's : thoughts :#6-deſcend 
from Heaven to. Earth, the far greater mul- 


titude and variety, of: Objes, they will 


meet with here below, will ſuggeſt to.them 


much . more numerous Refle&ions, But 


becauſe ſo ſpacious a Field for Meditation 
as the whole Earth, would afford us o 
| ' va 


hink my ſelf to have, ſpent \ time. enoy gh 8 


given you this; Advertiſer | 
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| vaſt 2 Theme to be attempted on this 06- 
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evera Man,unacquainted with the ways and 


| deligns of Providence, may ſurmiſe,' when 


he ſees the Church not onely expos'd te 


{ the common Afﬀlidtions of humane Soci- 


£tles, (for that is but like our Trees being 
| expos'd 


| 


| John v4 


Ground, 


PEE POT FONT 

_exp06'd to be Wweather-beaten'by Winds | 

46d Rain )but diſtre6'd by fiich Petfecu- | 

tiohs, as ſeemtobe Divine Toflitions, that | 

Invite Men to fay'6f the Body, what the | 

Prophet fore-told ſhould' be' fajd of the | 

Iaiah 33, Head, We efteem'd hirk ſtricken, ſuritven' 

4- God, and ffliFed. 'Whatever,Ifay acariidl, 

or a moral, Mati would be apt to imaghte 

upon ſight of the Churches Uiſtreſſes 3 'the 

knowing Chriſtian will 'not from thehee | 

infer, that God'khites Her;''or that He has | 

abandon'd Her,” ſince*tis He, that lov'd' his 

Church ſo well, as to give Himſelf for it; 

who declares, that as many as He. Joves, | 

He rebukes, and chaſtens. And this is fo 

; firly applicable alſo to particular Believers, 

That is, that the Divine Sori of the great * y4ogy# 

Cultivaror do's not onely give us cauſe to think, that | 
- Sr Afﬀiidtions'do hot ſuppoſe God's Hate, but 

to hope that they may not always ſuppoſe 

Man's Guile, but ſometimes rather aim at 

bis Improvernet;*fince they are the me- | 

 -_  morable words of our Saviour, ſpeaking of | 

John 15. his. Father, Every branch in me, that beartth} 

*. not Fruit, hetaketh away, and every Branch 

that beareth Fruit, he pureeth it, that it may 

bring forth more Fruit. 

what 1]luſtrate the Similitude, to add, that 

the Husbandman uſes onely to prune the 

Trees of his 'Garden, not thoſe that grow 

9D | widy 
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And it may ſfome-f. 
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wild in his Woods + Bat though: 


heoftner_ 


| - wound theſe yethe: wounds the other more 
| fatally, imploying but thepruning Hook to 


reoff the ſuperfluous Twiggs, or;at moſt, 
ranches, ofthe one; 'whillt he lays the Ax 
tothe root of the other; to fel} the Tree it 


- But theſe-are not-the. obly Thovghts, 
which the pruning of a Fruit-rree may ag: 
eſt to our Reflector : For if he: conſiders, 


That by cutting off ſeveral of the parts of - 
_ the, Tree; ard by Nailing many of+ the reſt 


to the Wall; the Gardener does not only 
ſecure the Tree front being blown down, 


_ or torn, by the rudeneſs of boiſterous 


Winds, but makes it Jook well thap'd : So- 


' the Divine Herbandwman, (as we have late- 


ly ſeen God ſtiI'd in the Scripture) by the 


. Wiſe, and ſeafonable, though ſeemingly ri- 


garous, and uſually unwelcome, Culture,he 
imploys upon thoſe Children of his whom 


. he afflits, does not only protect them from 
| ſeveral dangers, whereto, without thoſe 


harſh reſtraints, they would be expoyd; but 
as he makes them amends in potnt of Safe- 
ty, for what he denies them in-point of Li- 
berty, ſo he adorns them by Wounding 


_ them. His kind and $kilfal ſtroaks adding - 


as much to. the Bearty of +a Chriſtian's 
Mind, as they cut away. from theSuper- 
fluities 


W Job 2. 3- 


fuities of his Fortune: For the preſſures of | 


gloſs to theiSoul that bears them patiently, 
and refign'dly, that the Heathen Moralift 
yentur'd to ſay, That-if there were any 
SpeQacle tbere below! noble enough, and 
worthy to entertain the Eyes of God, it: | 
was; that of a Good Man, -generonſly con- 


tendingwithill-Fortune.. And the Hyper 


bole ( though after-this manner ſomewhat? 


/ toftily expeelled- ). will appear-the leſs 


ſtravge to .him that conſiders, That Job had" 
not only, his Patience, ;when. it had been” 
tried to the utternioſt,;crown'd with a For- 

tune double to that which” had been the 
faireſt in the Eaſt; but-before his conſtancy! 


_ was tried;near fo far; ceceiv'd that much: 


higher  recompence -of an- Honour- never: 
vouchſaf'd to: Mortals until then, ' when” 
God himſelf did--oot only approve, but* 
(,1f I may; fo ſpeak-with reverence.) make 
his boaſt ; of;.a Man. | Haſt thow :conſpdered'_ 
( ſays he to Man's, great Enemy _) wy Ser-' 
vent Job, that there 3s: mone like him in the 
Earth, a perfe@,. and'an upright Man, one 
that feareth God, and eſcheweth Evil? and” 


ſtall be holdeth faſt his Integrity, although thou 


moved ft me againſt hits to deſtroy hin: with- 
ont cauſe. Sure.one may call him #rore than 
beppy Job, fiance; .if5 as David tells us, the - | 
| Man 


| FAS ©. 
 Mawir happy whoſe fins God 31 plear'd 16"ra-yiaga.r; | 
ver; what may that Man be accounted, 
whoſe Graces he youchſafes to proclaim? 
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A Ndas the conſideration of the pruning 
{ A of Trees; under the Notion of that. 
which woutds them, may afford our Contem- 
platbr the Reflections already pointed at 3 
fo the conſidering of the ſame AQtion, under 
another Notion, may lead him to Refle- 
| Rions of another Nature : For if he ob- 
ſerves, that, in certain caſes, Gardeners of- 
tentimes do! not only prune away, all the 
Suckers, and many of the Luxuriant Sprig, 
but cutoff ſome of the Branches themſelves, 
provided they ſpare the Maſter-boughs 5 
and yet theſe Amputations, though they 
take much from the Tree, are defign'd to 
add to the Fruit, as accordingly -they are 
wonttodo : If, I ſay, our RefleQor takes 
notice of this, it may ecafily ſupply him 
with an Yluſtration of what he may have 
eblerv'd among ſome Men, . who, by Af- 
flictions, even in point. of Fortune, are 
brought to be far more charitable than they: 
would have been, if their peace and-plenty 
|| Lad continued mats” by As, belides that 


Salgp. 


q Luk. I9., 
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| be _.” f \2onl,. ſpeaking. of: the Maetedontan . | 
_— FI _ gives them: this Character, That * 
in 6 grgat tryal pf Aﬀfiittion, the abundance of 
their Joy, and their deep Poverty, abounded 
unto-the Riches "of their © Liberality. We 


have 1n Zachegy a memorable Inſtance to 
our preſent purpoſe, ſince, after his Repen- 
tance.had,' by his swn conſent, cutoff from 


bis Eftate,more than. all that'Slaoder, Op- | 


preſſiov, and other-unjuſt ways of» Gett: 


Cwhich.us d to bring: in but-too great aÞart 
of aPublican's.); had added to it 3 he-gave 


away; more. gut ,of the Remainder of- his 


Efate,; than every: liberal Man would haye 
done. out of the#hole. His Wealth, like 


a.Skiltully-prun'd 'Eree, bore the more Fruit 
tq Piety 3 for:-haying had :fome parts of-it 
cutaway, he grew Rich (in good Works) 
by [being . deſpoil'd , and;; his- Charity 4o+ 
creasd; as muchas his Fortune. was leſs 
no By) 51, 1531 } 440'H2 1 1-281 
., If;, towards: the end of theSpring, our 
Refleftor ſee the Ground: under: his: Tree 


. ſtrgwegwith the Bloſſoms, thar Time and 


Winds,may bavevcaſt down-thenee;, , 'tis 
like it would furniſh” him with: this confides 


ration, 'T hat; as though the Bloſſoms are ja! 


 therſ<lves great Otnaments:to a Tree,' and 


oftentimes: both-uſeſul and-pleafant things; 


yet/ to:ibe-ſcaſonably; depriv'd-of chem;-48 | 
Py - | | £ os 


| ES 3% (67) | ; 

not a'miſchief tothe Tree: that:loſts them'p 
ſince, ti the Bloſſotns are gone, the F ruit,! 

which is abetter--and more laſting thing; 

and! more principally intended: by Nature, 
carnottBe had; So it will: pot always fol-! 

low, that becauſe certainithtogsare 10! their! 

lind deſirable: and: therefore may be: rec- 

| koged: among:Goods', the: lofs or depras: 
vation” of [theny” muſt - neceſlarily+ be: an 
Evilli': And: fo;- though. ia ' fair'and healthy 

Body may belook'd upon as a'Blefting;i yer _ 

it will not: follow, that a' Deeth' (as the'g; ;,.,. 
Scripture ſpeaks) either 3x or for the Lord,yiv awe 
becauſe it throws this flouriſhing Body. coat 
the Ground; and makes it rot-there,. niuſt ak, T4. 
needs: be a deplorable Evil:s: fince, as the'13: 
Bloffoms falting' off, - is;; according /to:.the 

courſe of, Nature ; neceſſarily previous to! 
the'formation;'or at leaſt the-perfecion,: of 

the Fruit -:Soithebeingdepriv'd of this life, 

is, according to Gods Otrdination, a-rieceſ- 

ſary Antecedent'to' our being inrich'& with' 

| thoſe: more: ſolid'.and durable: bleſſings of 

| perfeft Virtue and, Happineſs; :/ +. k 

|; And if, whilſt our. Comemplator's Tree: 

| 152dorn'd with Leaves, as well as Bloſfoins, 

as'we often ſee ſeveral of the former come: 


#4 
$S 


| Þeforeall the latter are gone) he chance ta 
| takenotice how buſie the Bees are in ſuck- 


| 1nfStheſe; whilſt they leave the others-un- 
; F 2 touch'd, 


(68) 3 
touch'd, he may peradventure make this, or. 
ſome ſuch other RefleQion on it 5 That, 


- though the Leaves be not only Ornaments | 


of a Tree, but ProduGtions, often uſeful to 
ſhade and ſhelter the fruit, and are of a more 
ſolid Texture, and a moredurable Nature 


. than the Bloſſoms, which ſeem to be of a | 


{lighter make, and rather gawdy and de- 
lightful thanlaſtiog 3 yer 'tis not about the 
Leaves, but the Bloſſoms, that the induſtri- 
ous Bee afſiduouſly imploys, her time , as 
ſucking from theſe gawdy productions of 


the Tree, ſtore of that Honey which the | 


Leaves would not afford her. 

Thus, though the Books written about | 
Dogmatical and Controverſial points in 
Divinity, may be in their kind valuable and 
uſeful productions of skill in Theology, and: 
may ſeem more ſtrong and ſubſtantial Con 
POlures, and likely to retain their Reputa* 
tions longer, than Books of Devotion ; yet 
'tis of theſe, rather than theſe, that the de- 
vout Chriſtian will be a ſollicitous Peruſer 


ſince *tis not from barren, though ſolid Af 


ſertions or Diſputes, but from florid and 
atherical Books of Devotion, which firſt 
allure the Reader, and then affe& him, that 
the devout Soul extraCts her Honey, I mean 
thoſe Celeſtial pleaſures that reſult from, | 
| as wellas maintaio, a free communion = 
7% HHS od, 
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. God; which does at once bothexerciſc her 


Devotion,' and recompenſe it, and afford 
her, as- Flowers do the Bee, an Aliment 
equally Nutritive and Delicious. 

And he may ſomewhat illuſtrate, as well 


as continue, the Alluſfion farther, by conſi- 


dering, That Silk-worms that live upon 
Leaves, and Bees that feed on Flowers-and 
Bloffoms, do indeed both of them''thrive 
upon- their reſpeCftive Aliments, and' are 
thereby enabled to preſent: Men with ulcful 
productions, but with this difference; That 
the ſubtile threds of Silk-worms ſerve prin- 
cipally to cloath others, whereas the Honey 
that iselaborated by the Bee, does notonly 
ſupply others with-a healing and cleanſing 
Medicine in ſome Diſtempers, but affords a 
great deal of pleaſure to the Bee her ſelf : 
For thus,though as well the diligent Studiers 
of Speculative and Polemical Divinity, as 
the careful Peruſers of Books of Devotion, 


may be advantag'd by what they ſtudy, yet 


this difference may be obſerv'd betwixt 
them, that the former may,by the Diſcourſes 
they read,. be affiſted:to- write others of the 
like Nature, whereby their Readers may be 
enabled to talk with more Acuteneſs, and 
Applauſe, but the: latter. may not- only be 
aſfited by making ſuch Compoſures as they 
affiduouſly converſe with, to contribute to 

| F 3 | the 


< 70 , 
:the;cleanſop ,of. Men's Copſciences fram 
.Dead works, and.as,well pacifie the troubles 
-of;zheir Minds,,9s heal the. Wounds:whbich 
Schiſm' or Scapdal. may have :;ginen to the 
Chutch burdo;often, imthe firſt places feel | 
_themſclves allthe Joys,and Advantages.they 
.ould, procyte ta: others; and.they, happily | 
had:Pious Refieftions, Deyaut Solloguis, 
Ardent Ejaculations, and ther Mental En- 
t6rtpinments of a Religious Soul, to be.of a 
i Naturenot,only;ſo ſweet,; but fo improving, | 
-and ſo advantageous,;that whilſt many other | 
_Jaudablelmployments zecommend usto:the 
Students. of Theology, theſe more-eſpecia}- 
Jy. recommend us.t9 the Author of it; and 
 Indear. us to.God himſelf, -.: 
'If wheni our Fruit-tree- has chang'd; its 
. white Livery-for.a green, our {Conligerer 
. chance to take notice how: thick 'tisſert with | 
Leaves,” of ' which it had not one ſome 
months before, it may poſſibly pue-bim in 
- mind of the Inſtability of: their; condition, 
that are' undeſervedly-envied for a Nume- | 
rous train” of -ſuch ſeeming Friends , and 
gawdy Attendants, as axe.ſo. tothe Fortune, 
rather than the Perſon ;- Far, as in the Sun- 
ſhiny months of Summer , when the fair 
- weather-would keep the:Free warmenough | 
withoutthebe)lp of Leaves, it.is wont tobe, 


cover'd was thoſs Verdaut Orna ments; but 


' (Nh) 


; ks..them all-in Wintetg when frongelts' 
s | their ſhelter fromithe'Rigors of: that ©uld 


h aſon.:. So, thoſe; that during theSunililns 
c ” J's roſperity.,;.; ate. Hefet::with:: ſgomnne | 
l| Faends, of whichithey hidlino need, tad 
5 | themfelves leftnaked,/ ang forſakewdhchens | 
7 | all,wben Adverfity would make'then ome 

| | pagy of ſameAdyantage.n::4Þ ourCormaans 
- | platoz.chanie to.obſervebony hinTreefion- 
a | riſhes with verdaht Leaves, and gawdyBlot- 
» | faws, atihatSeaſonpttheVcar; whehitt is 
:£ PRIIfeg to-bring ;forth"Eralt,' jt ray pat 
: 


$1919 mind bf-the pleas dneſs nndalactir £ 
-| with, which a Charitable-perfon ſhould et 
|| Himſelf tothedoing of good, and/mindihim, 
hat as theiGod of Nature/loves a cheerful 
; Giver, {o the temper. of a-liberal Perfon is 
r | pointed qut:by Nature: her ſelf,” ind T tee; 
1} whichſeems totriumphinalltheOrnaments 
| 1t canputon, whenit i1s:aboucto exhauſtthe 
1} greateſt part of its own ſtodk:of Sapit&ipto- 
| duce Fruits which onlporhetsareit&tHe” | / 
-| _ - If hetake notice ofthe order whereirſ*cis 
| Wal for - the. Leaves) and Bioffoths! tof pre- 
ede.the Fruit,it may. poſkibly invite Him to. 
look with a more favourableEye-uponthe 
| grfen and immature Eflays: of: early Wri- 
| aers, if they diſcover, thatithe Author aims 
,| . . at good things, though -he:does not yet per- 
form great ones: For, however theſe Youth- 
at's F4 ful. 


* HE C72) | I 
ful-produftions of the Pen are commonly. 

rather: pleafing and-florid;” than otherwiſe | 
codfiderable, yer if they be: good for their 
Seaſon; and- in their Kind, though that kind | 


it Ef be not ofthe uſefulleſt, they may de» | 


ſerve;gſtrdov, and perhaps mcouragement} 
ſince, though they be not yer ſolid, they may. 
promiſe ſomething.that will be ſo; and even 
the beſt Trees prefens us their Bloſſoms, bes 
foxethey give us their Fruit. ' 
*'If the fame Contemplator happens to ſee 
young people firſt ſhake theTree io vain,and 
then climb it to gather unripe Fruit, it may 
afford him a repreſentation of Men's over- 
eager atid untimely purſuits of ſeveral defi: 
rable things, and eſpecially of Honour : For 
as green Fruit, though of a good Kind, will 
not eaſily be ſhaken down by them that 
would gather it, but reduces them either to 
climb the Tree,or forcibly ſtrike it off, which 
_ commonly bruiſes, and disfigures what it 
procures 3 and as the Fruit, when thus ob- 
tain'd, is but ſowre, and unwholeſome, bein 
neither ſweetned nor concocted by Maturity, 
- ſothatit uſually both ſets the'teeth on edge; 
and breeds Sickneſs 'in the Body, whereas, 
if the ſame Fruit were let alone ill it were 
fully ripe, and inSeaſon, it would both rea- 
dily drop into the Eater's mouth, and prove 
deliciqus, and mcte' wholfome Foog 5 hs 
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when we greedily purſue after Honovr, and 
. Pleafure, of which this life is ot the proper 
Seaſon, we. not .only meet with Difficulties 
in acquiring them, but find not, in poſſeſſing 
them,cither that fatisfaCtion, or that advan- 
tage, that the eagerneſs of our unruly Appe- 
tites promiſes us 3 whereas, if we would ſtay 
contentedly' till Gods time be come ( which 
is always the beſt, and fitteſt) we ſhould not 
ſteal, or force, byt receive unfading Ho- 
hours, and'uncloying Delights, by being pre- 
ſented with Incorruptible Crowns of Glory, by  pet.5.4, 
him, with whom there is fulneſs of Joy, and at ; 
whoſe right Hand ( the Station deſign'd for -——_— | 
thoſe that overcome the World's Allure- 
ments, and their own Impatience ) there are 
Pleaſures for” evermore ; that is, Eternal 
| ones. = | 
Laſtly, if towards the end of Summer, or 
of Autumn, ourRefle&or coming to viſit his 
Inſtruttive Tree, find it preſent him ſtore of 
Fruit, and perhaps obſerves it to be grown 
taller ſince the laſt Winter, each Bough 
will afford him a lively Emblem of a true 
Believer. For, asthe loaded Brapch makes 
uſe of the moiſture ir attra&ts from the 
dirty ground, to recede as much as it can 
from the Earth, and ſpends its ſap in ſhoot- 
ing up towards Heaven, and bearing Fruit 
for Men. : fo the devout Chriſtian im- 
| proves 


line G29 ke} 
oves the Bleſſings he re is ,jn; 
fer ir World, och: aborela 
7 the uſe thathe makes of cart 
If ai Ne ” rajle March Joo ob 

al Fre. by nah 
je 2h eo: 4 Sy; 


zi) 


1 Sl 7 < $ HOES ſome, a but 
5 ft the 


| CI: wg: pie bs 


Fe RY a Con alu Ang 
- ſhould lead our R ar . — the 
Cilento the Woods, or to; the River ide, 


or 5196 the Fields,” ar.to.the Street, qr: t04 
rary, or to the Exchange, or, in a word, 

bo I know not how many other places [ 
could name, -I have :ſqme; reaſon to think, 
that each. of them would ſupply bim with 
vatiety of Occaſional Meditations. Where- 
fore, fince the want of Themes will not, *cis 
fit that ſomewhat elſe ſhould, place Bounds 
 tothis Diſcourſe. And fince, by finding,that 
I'my ſelf begin. to be weary of writiog, 
have too much cauſe to fear that you, are 
quitetir'd with reading, I think it high time 
to haſten toa Concluſion : Only, before-I 
make one, |] muſt do our Meleteticks the. 
7” right 


WS "ICI 
ight.to advertiſe you, that you would: do 
them wrong. if you ſhould imagine; that-in . 
thepaG'dDiſcourle I, haye either; carefully 
enumerated, or fully diſplay d, the Adyans 
tages, which a devout and ingenious:Con- 
temzplator may derive from the.Exerciſe of 
the ways of Thinking I have been #xeativg 
_ of. /For though Ihavejn the, paſt-Diſchupſ, 
eſpecially thoſe partsof..it.that-aregontagin'd 
in;the third precedent, and. in this preſent 
fourth Sed&jon, ſajd;enough to recommend 
the Subject to any! that; is pot, mugh-iodit 
pos d tobe prevail d with-5 yet L willgptde- 
Ny, but; that,.eyen, irthoſe.two Seffions, [I 
have left much unſaids!; - 4 C44 
_ +» For; kiefides the ſeveral Advaytages.and 
ways; of! making;Occafjopal Medicatiohs at 
ready;pointed at, .there are other:accounts 
upon.which the practice: I would perſwade 
may-both-benefat a,piqus,Soul, and be.made 
uſe of by an ingenious one. For the-reſpetts 
one thing may hbave:to:another are fo.num- 
berleſs, and the mind of ,a. rational | man, 
vers'a in Meditations;,may compound and 
disjoyn Notions ſo ,many. ways ,.,and may 
make ſuch Inferences from them, and ſuch 
Applications of them,, - that it, frequently 
happens, that beſides the RefleQion, ſug- 
geſted by that which gave-the firſt Riſe to 
his Meditations,' he lights upon Conceipts 
of} | differing 


; 


| Joages furpris d, as Sampſon was, when going aide 
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differing enough from them, and perhaps 

betterthan they : As when Hounds, hunting 
a Hare, meetin their way with a Stag. For, . 
though Philoſophers ſeem to have juſtly. 
enough rejeQed the Opinion, attributed to 
Plato,Thit all Knowledge is but Reminiſcence, 
yet certainly the Mind of a Man well fur- 
nifh'd with variety of Notions,is,by theAna- 
logy or Contrariety of Things and Notions, 
in reference to each other, ſo eaſily and rea- 
dily excited to lay them together, and dif- 
courſe'upon then; ' that he 1s oftentimes by 
any ſlight occaſion helped to light ( and 
that with a ſtrange and almoſt ſurprizing fa- 
cility ) upon things that he would elſe have 
ſcarcetaken the leaſt notice of When the 
Mind iis once ſet on work, though the Occa- 
fion adminiſtred the firſt Thoughts,yet thoſe , 
thoughts themſelves, may, as well as the 
Obje&- that excited them, become the 
Themes of further Meditation : and the 
Connexion of Thoughts within the Mind, 
may be, and frequently is, fo latent, and ſo 
ſtrange, that the Meditator will oftentimes 
admire to. ſee how far the Notions he is at 
length led to, are removed from thoſe 


Which the firſt Riſe of his Meditation ſug- 


geſted. And by theſe [ncidental Excurſions 
he may ſometimes be as much delighted and 
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bo look upon the Carcaſs of a Lion; he met 


- with a ſtock of Honey. 


But Ican add one thing towards the in- 
ducing you to exerciſe your ſelf in the way 
of Thinking, we have all this while been 


ſpeakipg of, which though I had almoſt for- 


got to take notice of, it will, I doubt. not, 
ſeem important to Sophronis, to whom it 
need not be. a diſcouragement from aimi 


at one of the nobleſt uſes of Occaſional Re-. - 


fletions, that it ſuppoſes not a bare acquain- 
tance with them, but ſprings from anentire 
and ( if I may ſo ſpeak) intimate familiarity 
with our Meleteticks. For this uſe of Occa- 
fional Meditations, though it do but gradu- 
ally differ from ſome of thoſe that have bin 
already mentioned, will perhaps by the de- 
vout ( and conſequently by Sopbrozia ) be. 
eſteemed the higheſt Adyantage that this 
way of Thioking can confer ; and it is, That 
the cuſtom of making Occaſional Reflefions 
may inſenfibly, and by unperceiv'd degrees, 
work the Soul to a certain frame, or temper, 
which may not improperly be called Hea- 
venly Mindedneſs, whereby ſhe acquires an 


aptitude and diſpoſition to make pious Re- 
Heftions upon almoſt every Occurrence,and 


oftentimes without particularly defigning it. 
But as this priviledge will, as I was intima- 
ting, ſcarce fall to the ſhare of apy but thoſe 

thag 
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that, by lotg'or frequent Exercife; have! bs 
accuſtom'd their mindsto refleq upoh what! 
they ſee, that they-continue that practice, as | 
It were; of their own accord:;:ſo when once; 
by-luchia conftant'kindneſs and hoſpitable» 
nefitts ſuch thoughts; - 'thar they. will; as it! 
were, comets the mind without calling, and: 
make themſelves-irs'\gueſts; without parti»! 
culir Invitations, - the Soul has attain'd that; 
deſitable: Frame we lately call'd Heavenly: 
mindedneſs,” which..is' a Diſpofition and) a! 
Readineſs ro-make'*Spititual uſes of Earthly: | 
things, both the Advantage and the! Delight: 
of. that frame of Heart cannot but be extras 
ordinary: . It muſt ſurely afforda great deal! 
of ſatisfaction to an Ingenious and Devaut® 
perſon;: tobe able'to'make the world both: 
his Library: and hbis'Oratory.:. And: which 


wayi{oever he turns his eyes (not only up+ J- 


tr unobvious' things, but even upot the” 
moſt” familiar ones.) to behold ſomerhing} 
tharinſtrufs, or-that delights him. .And/to: 
findcthar atmoſt! every Objef that: preſents? 
it ſelF:-to' his notice; preſenrs alſo good! 
Thoughrs' ro hisMihd, to begather'd with: 
as much Imnocency1and Pleaſure, and with 
_ ab littleprejudice to the things that afford! 
ther, :as Honey is gather'd by the induſtri-: 
ousr Bee: from the differing Flowers ſhe' 
yas withjin her way. Certainly, if we: 
2tfy would 
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 wouldeatefully.lay hotdon; andduly'man- 
age, this belp,; it would:ptovera; powerful 
Remedy te prevent or.cure..muchiof 'rhat 
Dulneſs. and Droufinefs;//ithat do: 16: fre- 
quently.ſmother or blemiſh our Devotion: 
There would ſcarce any: thing; pals: us;-but 
.of which we would not ſtrike ſome ſparkor 
other of that: Heavenly Fire,- or that-would 
. not. contribute ſomething; erther:to kindle 
It, or to feed:it;..or torevive it.-. If buthalt 
the precious' time we:1mpertinently:trifle; 
or ſquander away, : upon” Employments 
that will be ſure to coſt us: either Fears or 
Bluſhes, were'icarefully laid out ih the culti- 
vating of this kind of Thoughts, it mightof- 
ten ſave our Miniſters the labour of inſiſting 
ſo. long upon; the Uſes of their DoCtrines, 
when the whole Worldiwould'be a Pulpit, 


| every Creature turna Preacher, -and'/almoſt_ 


every Accident ſuggeſt ani Uſe of Inftru- 
tion, Reprook; or Exhortation. No'Burial 
but would toll a Paſſing+bell to-put 'us' in 
mind of our Mortality ;:No Feaſt but'would 
make us aſpire to the Marriage-feaſt of the 
.2mb : No Croſs but would add to'our De- 
fires to be@diflolv'd' and tobe with Chriſt - 
No Mercy but would be a freſh Engage- 
ment unto Obedience to ſo good a Maſter 
afthe Author of it : No Happineſs of others, 
but would prove an Encouragement to ſerve 

| him 
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, mthat can give Thar, and much greater? 
No Miſery of others, but would awakeand 
heighten our Gratitude, that we-are privi- 
ledg'd from It : NoSin in our Neighbours, 
that would not diſlwade us from. what we 
fee look'd fo unhandſomely in others : Nor 
any Virtue of theirs, but would excite or 
Emulation, and ſpur us on to imitate or ſur- 
paſs It: In a word, when the devout Soul is þ- 
come to make that true uſe of the Crea- 
tures; as to look upon them as men do upon 
water, that the Sun gilds with his Beams; 
that 1s; not ſo much for it ſelf as for the Re- 


_ fletive vertue it has to repreſent a more glo- 
rious Object z and. when ſhe has, by long 


pradtice, -accultomd her ſelf to ſpiritualize 
all the Objects and Accidents that occur to 
her, I ſee not why that practice may not be 
one of the moſt effeCtual means for making 
good that magnificent Afſertion of the Apo- | 
{tle, That al/ things work together for good to 
them that love God. A devout Occaſional 


Meditation, from how low a T heme ſoevet 


It takes its Riſe, being like Jacob's Ladder, 
whereof though the foot lean'd on the Earth, 
the top reach d up to Heaven, d 
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RanFLlacCTION L 


Upon his manner of giving Meat ” 
bis Dog. 


| 'Goorintly thankful Crea- 
ture , thou begg'ſt in ſuch 
a way, that by what woald 
appear an antedated Gra- 
titude, if it were not. a 
deſignleſs Aion , the 
manner of thy Petitionipg , before-hand 
G rewards 
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rewards the Grant of thy Requeſt ; thy 
Addrefles and Recompence being ſo made | 
and order'd, that the Meat I caſt thee |þ 
may very well feed Religionin me. For, 
but obſerve this Dog, I hold him out | 
Meat, apd my inviting Voice Toudly en- } 
courages and invites him to take it : *'Tis | 
heldindeed higher than hecan Leap ; and 
yet, i he Leap not at it, I do not give þ, 
it him; but if he do, I let it fall half way 
into-his Mouth, - Not unreſembliogly deals 
God with us; He ſhews. and holds forth 
to us ( the Souls true Aliment ) Eter- 
nal Glory, and his moſt Gracious Word 
ſummons and animates us to attempt it. 


Alas ! 


It is far above the reach of our 


Endeavours, and our Deſerts, and yet if 
we aſpire not to it, and ſtrive not for it, 
In vain do' we expeCt it 5 bur if we faith- 
fully do what in us lyes, and our Endea- 
voyrsS:{ixain themſelves to: their” utmoſt, 
God mercitully allows. the Will for the 


Effect , 


meaſures our performances by 


What they aimed at, and favourably ac- 


CEprtin 


what we can do, for what we 


ſhquld do, He ſupplies the imperfeQi- 


Ons. of our faint, but yet aſpiring At- 
tempts, by ſtooping Condeſcentions 5 and 
What our Endeavours want of reaching | 


up 
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up to, his Grace and acceptation brings 


down. Piety is the condition, though not 
the price, of Heaven; and (like the Wed- 
ding Garment in the Parable) though it give 
us not a Right to the Beatifick Feaſt, 1s, 
yet, that without which none ſhall be ad; 
mitted as a duely qualify'd Gaeſt : For 
though we cannot reach Heaven by our 


* good Works, weſhall not obtain it without 
them. 


g_——— 
———— 


REFLECTION. II. 


Upon bis diſtilling Spirit of Roſes 72 
a Limbick. 


CC NNE that knew how well loved the 
{cent of. Roſes, -and were ignorant 
of the Uſes of this way of Diſtillation, 
would, queſtionleſs, think me very ill 
advis'd, thus _ haſtily. to deprive. © my 
ſelf of the Flowers I moſt love, and em- 
ploy Art to make them wither ſooner 
than Nature would condema them to 
do 3 but thoſe that know, both the fa- 
ding condition of Flowers, . (which, uns 


umnprov'd by Art, delight but whilſt they 
| G 2 


_ are, 
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are, what they cannot long' be , freſh.) 
and the exaltivg Efficacy of this kind off 
Diſtillation , will think this ArtificulÞ 
way, that Chymilts take, of ſpoiling them, Þ 
is ah effec as well of their providence} 
.. as their Skill : For that pleaſing and 


ſprightly ſcent , that makes the Roſe 66 


welcome to us, is as fhort-livd and} 
periſhing, as the Flower, that harbour 


It , is fading 3 and though my Limbick 


ſhould not, yet a few days inevitably 
would, make all theſe Rofes wither. But} 


by this way of ordering my Roſes, though 


I cannot preſerve them, I can preſerve 


that Spirituous and Ethereal part of them, 
for whoſe fake it is, that I fo much prize 
and cheriſh this ſort of Flowers ; which, 
| by this means, I preſerve, not indeed in 
the fading Body, but in the nobler and 
abſtracted Quinteſſence z which purer and 
Jaſtinger Portion of them, will be more 
highly fragrant than ordinary Roſes are 


wont to be, ev'n whilſt they are freſh, 
in that, Seaſon, when thoſe Flowers, that þ 


have not been thus early and purpoſely 


deſtroy'd, will, according tothe courſe of | 
Nature, whereto they are left, wither and 


putrifie, 
Thus 
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Thus he that ſees a charitable Per- 
fon-, liberally part with that Money , 


* which others 'are ſo fond of, if he be 
' a ſtranger to the Operations of Faith , 
\ and the Promiſes of the Goſpel , he will 


be apt to miſtake the Chriſtians Libe- 
rality for Folly, or Profuſton, and to 


- think that he is ' fallen out wnh his 
- Money : But he that remembers how 
| clear a Proſpet, and how abſolute a 


Diſpoſal of the future, the Scripture of 
Trath ( to uſe an Anget's expreſſion  af- 
cribes to 'him, that bid his Diſciples 


| make themſelves Friends with the uncer- 
. tain ( or unfaithfull) Mammon, {tor fo 


the uſe I ſometimes meet with of the 


Greek word, together with the Con- 


text , invites me to render it ) That when 
we fail, they may receive us into ever- 
laſting Habitations; and he that ſhall 
likewiſe conſider, not only the tranſt- 
tory' ' Nature of Worldly Poſlcfſions , 


| ( from which zheir Periſhing , or ours , 
| will be ſure ere long to Divorce us) 


but the ineſtimable Advantage, with which 
we ſhall receive in Heaven whatever 


we employ in pious Uſes here on Earth, 
' Will conclude this way of parting with. 
our Wealth, the ſureſt and painfulleſt 


G 3 way 


(36,) 
way of preſerving it 3 fincethe Chriſtian, by 
parting but with what (however) he could | 
/ Not long keep, ſhall, through God's munifi- 
| cent Goodneſs, obtaina much more valuable. 
Treaſure, that he ſhall never loſe 3 So that. 
thus to ſacrifice Wealth to Charity, is not an | 
early loſs of it, but the right way of ſecuring 
it; for by this gaioful way, when we ſhall, 
In another World, be paſt the poſſibility: of 
poſſefling our Riches in kind, ſuch an Ents 
ployment of them may help us to enjoy them, 
though not in the capacity of Riches, yetin 
that noble capacity of Goods, under which 
Notion alone they are defirable; and thus 
laid up, they may there procure us, what they 
could never here afford us, Happineſs. | 
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pon his being in great Danger wandring on 
_- Mendip Hills, among cover d Lead-:. Lines 
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that he knew not of. ' © Rs” 
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T9 
' FOw have I travell'd all this w IE 6m! 
Þ | the Brink of the Gave 7 1 thoughr 
only to be out of my Way. but little dream- 
ed to be ſo near the end of all my Journeys, 
 inthatof my Life; by Traverſing to and fro 
amongſt thoſe deep and cover'd Pits, upon 
any one of which it my Horſe had but chan- 
ced to ſtumble, ( and the very Mine-men E 
at length met with, think it a kind of Mira- 
cle he did not) [ had been kill'd and bury'd 
at once, and my Fate had been for ever as 
much conceal'd from my Friends as my Bo- 
dy - Andall this eſcape a Work ſo totally 
of. Gods Goodneſs, that I did not ſo much as 
know my Danger til} I was paſt it ; fo that 
it ſeem'd, ſent, but to give me occaſion of 
rejoycing. in my Deliverance. How vaſt a 
Debt of Gratitude then do I owe to God 2 
and how extreamly do_[ fall ſhort of ac- 
quitting my ſelf of it ? ſince, beſides, that [ 
' make him but very unſuitable Returns for 
the Bleſſings I know I have receiv'd, I re- 
"Ga: . CE” 
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ceive from him fignal Bleſſings, that I do not. 
ſo much as know of, and which conſequent- 
_ ly Tam very unlike particularly to acknow- 
ledge... But this gracious Reſcue, from fo 
great and unexpected a Hazard,ſhall,I hope, 
teach me henceforth to beware, both of ſe- 
curity, finceI often fall into Dangers that 
I know.-not, andoof Diſtruſts of Gods Provi- 
dence, .linceI have found it ſo watchful to 
deliver me from thoſe that I fear'd not, + 
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REFLECTION 1V. 


His Horſe ſiumbling in @ very fair 
' Way. 


YEre is a patch of way, to which 
any leſs ſmooth than a Bowling- 


| green were rugged , and in which it 


ſeems not only ſo unlikely, but fo diffi- 
cult, for a Horſe to trip, that nothing 
could have made me believe a Horſe 
could have ſtumbled here, but that 
mine has dangerouſly done ſo. This 


Jade has this very Evening carry'd ,me 


ſafely through ways , where ſtumbles. 


| were. ſo much to be expected, that 


they were to have been forgiven 5 and 
now in a place ſo ſmooth , that ſure 
he could: not faulter in it, onely out of 
Curioſity and Tryal, he falls under me 


fo Lubberly, that I as much admir'd - 


my Eſcape as. Danger - But *tis: _ too- 
uſual with us, unfaultringly to traverſe 
Adverſities rough ways, and ſtumble in 
Proſperities ſmootheſt paths. The Ob- 
ſervation + is almoſt as : Old as Proſf- 
perity, That Fortune ruines more Per- 
| ſons 
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 fons whilſt ſhe Embraces them, than 
whilſt ſhe would , Cruſh, them : But 


though the Obſerv tion be very com-. 
mon, it is not. more ſo, than'tis to 
| ſee even thoſe that' make_it % add to 
'the Inſtances that . juſtifie it, TI have 
ſeldom yet been ſo fortunate as to be 
obnoxious to,that; leſs frequently . pitied 
thandiſfarming Daoger « Fortune has ſel- 
dom . yet . vouchſafed to turn Syren- to. 
pervert me. 3, and ſhe has hitherto - gt- 
'ven ,me much more Exerciſe for my 
Conſtancy than for my Moderation. I 
think too, that without ſlandering my 
.felf, I may confeſs, that I have ſome- 
times wiſht my ſelf in the Liſts with 
that bewitching Enemy, Proſperity 3 and 
increas'd- the Number of thoſe many, 
Who never- think ſo fair an Adverſary 
formidable till they find themſelves 
Vanquiſh'd by her : But upon ſecond 
\'Thoughts, I judge it better, to leave 
the choice of . my Antagoniſt to him, 
who not only beſt knows my Strength, 
but gives It me 5 efpecially', when [| 
conſider, that as we areall of us naturally 
ſuch Stumblers, 'that ( as Solomon ſpeaks 
in ſomewhat another ſenſe) even the juſt 


Han falls ſeven times a Day, Prov. 24. 16. 
. fo 
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fo it is obſerv'd in Stumblers, that they are 
moſt ſo in fair way into: which, if Provi- 
dence lead my ſteps, I ſhall think it ſeaſonable 
to pray, 4nd lead us not into Temptations and 
ſhall not think it unſeaſonable to remember, 
That Ice 1s at once the ſmootheſt and the 
ſlipperieſt of ways,and that (the Jadiſhneſs of 
our Natures well conſfider'd) there is no way 
wherein we ought to Travel with more heed, 
than that whoſe treacherous Evenneſs would 
divert us from taking heed to our way, 


(92) 
REFLECTION V. 


Upon two very miſerable Beggars, 
begging together by the 
'  High-way, - 


Ehold this fore-moſt Wretch, whoſe, 
ſtrange Deformity and ghaſtly Sores, 
equally exact our Pity and our Hor- 
rour 5 he ſeems ſo fit an Obje& for 
Compaſſion, that not to exerciſe it to- 
. wards him can ea ſcarce proceed from any 
other Cauſe than the not having any at 
all : The ſadneſs of his Condition is aug- 
mented by his want of Eyes to fee it ; 
and his Miſery is ſuch, that it calls for 
an increaſe of Pity, by his being fo 
Diſtracted , as to deſire- a longer Life, 
or rather longer Death: He ſues more 
 movingly to the Eye than to the Ear ; 
and does Petition much leſs by what 
- he ſays , than what heis: Each ſeve- 
ral. Member of his tortur'd Body is a 
new Motive to Compaſhon, and every 
' Part of it ſo loudly pleads for Pitty , 
that ( as of Scoulds) it may (in ano- 
ther ſence ) be ſaid of him, that he ; 
0 
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: all Tongue, But yet this other Bepyar 
thinks not his Condition- the leſs de- 
plorable for - his Companions being the 
. mote ſo : He finds/in the Diſeaſes of 
his Fellow as little Conſolation , as 
Curez nor does. he at all think him- 
ſelf ſupply'd with a deficient hand, be- 
cauſe the other wants one. And there- 
fore, he is as importunate for Relief, 
as if all Miſeries were not onely heap'd 
on him, but confin'd to-him : His fel- 
lows Burthen lightens not his Load ; 
and if Fortune never had perſecuted any 
other , he could not more deplore nor 
reſent her Perſecutionsz; ſo that if we 
ſhould judge. of their Miſeries rather by 
the Ear than by the Eye, this latter's 
ſadder Complaints would move ws to 
decree him the advantage in point of 
Wretchedneſs. | | | 
Tranſlate now (C O my Soul) all this 
unto Spiritualsz; and as we meaſure the 
ſtraightneſs of Lines, not by a Rammes 
Horn, but a Ruler ; ſo be not thou fo 
Raſh, as to infer thy Health from others 
more forlorne and deſperate Diſeaſes : 
Let not the greater difficulty of another's 
Cure, leſsen the follicitouſneſs of thy 
Care for thine, nor wake thee the leſs 
| | earneſt 


earneſt in the Imploring and Labouriog 
for Relief. In ſo deprav'd an Age as Ours, 

one 'may (and perhaps in vain too)ſearch | 
Hell to find wickeder Men than are to be, 
Þut too frequently,met with uponEarth: He 
will ſcarce be innocent, *that will think him- 
ſclf ſo as long as he finds aMan more culpable 
| than he; and he ſhall ſcarce ever judge 
_ himſelf Guilty, whom the fight of a Guiltier | 
will abfolve : Nor: will that Man (till 'eis 
perhaps too late)be apt to attempt an Eſcap? 
from the Pollutions of the Forld, that ſtays 
cill he can ſee none more inextricably 
intangl'd in them than himfel Do not 
therefore, O my Soul, content thy ſelf with 
that. poor comparative Innocence that in 
Heaven ( which it will never bring thee to ) 
| hay no place, by reaſon of the abſence of all 
vitious:Perſons ;and in.Hell it ſelf (which it 
ſecures not from) can afford onely che-1ll 
Natur'd confolation of not being altogether 
as Miſerable as the wretchedeſt Perſon.in | 


- that p/ace of Tarment, 
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BR. E- 
4 


| he, whoſe high Reaſon, and exalted Piety, 
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REFLECTION VI. 


- Sitting at. eaſe in a Coach that went 


very faſt. 


" A. S faſt as this Coach goes, I fit in it 
{A fo much at Eale, that, whilſt its ra- 
pid Motion makes others ſuſpect that I 
am running for a Wager , this lazy, Po- 
ſture, and this ſoft Seat, do almoſt as 
much invite me to Reſt, as if I were 
A-bed. The -baſty Wheels ſtrike fire 
out of the Flints they happ-n to run 
oyer, and yet this ſelf-ſame {wiftneſs . of 
theſe Wheels, . which, were I under them, 
would make them Cruſh my Bones 
themſelves ito Spliaters, it not. into a 
Jelly, now I am ſeated over them, and 


me. the faſter/towards my Jqurney's end. 
Juſt, ſo it-is-with outward Accideats, /and 
Conditions, | whoſe reſtleſs Viciſhitudes 
but too juſtly and too fitly reſemble 
them to Wheels : When they meet 
with'.a' Spirit that lies proſtrate on the 
Ground, and falls Groveling beneath 
them, they diſorder and oppreſs it : But 


has 
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has, by a noble and -ſteddy Contempt-6f 


them, plac'd him above them, may enjoy a 
happy and a ſetled Quiet, in ſpight of all 
theſe bulie Agitations, and be ſo far from 
reſenting any prejudicial diſcompoſure from 


theſe inferiour Revolutions, that all thok | 


changes, that are taken for the Giddy turns 
of Fortune's Wheel, ſhall ſerve to approach 
him the faſter to the bleſtManfion he would # 
arrive at. YL 


———————. 


REFLECTION VII. 


Upon the Sight of a Wind-mill fPandin | 


feall 
Genorio, Euſebius, Lindamor. 


Gen, Our Eyes,Gentlemen, have beet 
ſo long fix'd upon this Wind: 
mill, that in ſpight of the Barrenneſs of the} 
Subject, I cannot but ſuſpect it may haveat 
forded one, or each of you, an Occaſiondl 


Meditation. : 


Euſeb. To juſtifie your ConjeQure, | 


Genorio, 1 will confeſs to you, That I was 
confidering with my ſelf, that if one, who 
knew not the Miller's Trade, and Deligh 


ſhould look upon this Structure, he would 
x thiok} 


__ >... en SK 4 Saws an... ooo "Cato... 
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Then 


$5. 


think he owott worthy: of fo EI Os 
*dlous's Mayfieh; if got' of n-Room in Fea 
+ for ave fee | he has choſe to erect this 


-Fabrick it's Solitary: place, and'upon the 


Jand bleak top of 'x ſivelliig Ground, 


where nothing ſhelters it from the Violence 


'of « Witd whilſt its: high' Seftuation'ex- 


poſes it r0The ſacceſlive:Violences of thety 
all * Bur he that is acquainted! with the 
Exigencles of - the Millet's Deſign, and 
Trade, vill think hehes'madeg very pro- 
per chol(s;' ir ſeating 'himfalf in a' place 


where | v Wind can blow; "that he ſhall 
not be A ble 40 make an advantage of. And 


a you interrupted them; were - 
this Applitation _ it, that we ought not 


to be too forward to "cenſure Men, other- 


wiſe Vertaous, and Diſcreet, for engaging 


' themſelves i upon ſome accounts to C_ 


and unſerrljog Employments 3 
h'end be not ihoſer ofen, ; hires Bo 
to de eſtimated by their tendency there- 


| unto, and. though a calmer condition of 


Life, mighe be in it ſelf more defirable, 


. yet when-a more” expos'd one, can make 
him that is qualify'd for ſuch Employniencs 


more ſerviceable in his Generation, this 
may; : upon that account, be, more Eligible, 
than the other, fince, asit Expoſes hio to 

| H more 


cont ider' d this,Genorio, my chan y 
In 


- 098) 
more. hardſhips, to, in thoſe. ;very :ndrg- | - 
ſhips, it affords bim gore Opportunities of | | 
proſecutiog his Aims, ſo that bis Stations 
Fans. 1 to 'him by. thoſe ver [Cats 
cumltances that. make other Men..diſlik 
It, . 7} 7 3.344 73 
But may not I allo know what 
Phones this WWreoy Thems logecſted G 
LindamorFe. 
. Lind, 1 was, Genorjo, takis x lg 
this whole Fabrick. is indee I but 2 
Engine, where almoſt-every thing, As; 
as the Sails and. the Wheels, is/fram'd., 
fitted for the, Grigding/'of Corn : Butz, 
though rhis whole StruQure. be Artificially 
enough contriy'd,yet it can now do nothing 
in order.to its end; for want of ſuch a. light 
2nd Airy thing. as a breath of Wied,' t 
put all this] into Motion 5 And, Genorio,this 
Wind-mill, thus confider' % brought 4otq. 
my Mind the ,condition of a:great Loy 
5 you and, [1 long fince. Viſited 
whois far from eing 1 nad .Pexſon' ta 
whom, the Refle&ion may: be: applicable;y 
for.qne that not knowipg his Hymour, 
his Aims, ſhould ſee +" great a Provir 
fion his plentiful Fortune, Ro] his Skill-to 
manage | it, bave laid together ,,of; t 
things which are wont tobe. thought the. 


HFtER loſtcuments ( and perchance tha 
chit | 


on 
« 8 


"| chiefParts) of Happineſs, would be. apt 
| evehvy tis Condition, as diſcerning nothioy 
'f that is wanting to it. Buralas / the Man 
"| *expeAts and. covets Eſteem, and Reputa-> 
'| tions and though Fame have theſe Re- 
ſemblances to the Wind, that 'tis an Airy 
- #hnd Unfolid thing, which,we-muſt receive 
From others, 'agd which we are not only 
undble'to procure for ourſelves, but know 
| Hhochow long we ſhall keep it when we 
'| Haveit, yet the wait of this alone makes 
| ll the reſt utrerly jofulficiegt for his ſa- 


 ticfation. Thus thenorſ6'Great, as Arn 
'bitious 4lexander, after all the Blood he 
hadſpilt in Conquering the World, is faid 
to” have ſhed Tears, that he had. Con; 
quer'd but one, when a Philoſopher told 
him there were more. Andall the Favours 
that the greateſt Potentate ypon Earth, 
could heap upon proud Heamar, were, by 
his own Confeſſion, unable ro make bim 
| thiok himſelf happy, as long as he could 
"| not neglet a Captives neglett of him; all 
' | hisGreatneſs did him no good, if but one 
| Man had the Courage, not to Bow to it; 
'| | and- an unfatisfy'd Appetite of Revenge, | 
| quite fpoil'd the Relliſh of the great Mo- | 
| narch's Favours, andthe fair Heſter's Ban- "i 
| 


bg * AT *. =. . _ L 
. * a bad 


t 


{4 quets.' Nor do[ doubt, Gerorio, that we 
'$ oftenmarye), if not repine, at Providence 
| _ H 2 upon 


wy 
on a Lureath Miſtake 3 for by refuſing tobe 
tory EXVANKS,. Men uſually, .beco 10 fo. Y 

eir own. poruly-! A: oa Aﬀettio! 
And therefore, we often, very cauſelelly 
envy the. Great and Rich, as if they were as 
bappy as:the Advantag « vaychſafed them, 
would oaks , ys and good Man where 

as perhaps the Man con s$ a Reputat 
PL is_not to be plane 'd by what My 
have, bur by. what. they are, a and do ot | 
Elle he isinlovewitha Lady that loves not Þ 
him, - of loves another; better;: And: the | 
Coyneſs of aMiltrefs, the. gregrer Title of | 
1ghbour,-or ſome ſuch. tniling-accidedt | 
that anotber would either not be ſubject to, 
or not be much concern'd, for, will. keep 
him from enjoying. any of thoſe very : 
things, for which By-ſtanders. envy him? | 
| 


/ 


$9 juſt it is, that ineſtimating a mans con 
dition, we ſhould not only.conſider [what 
Poſſcſtions he has, our what Deſi Ires. 
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rob and vey Ver ern rmilig th 
[H this ſmooth Rind, an \Eemulaos, atR 


$ D NAD: eye: 
40 Heber 'e 


=I as 2 ; vo eleryes 
es enyob : wi C ” ageks. "wich 
Vivid 's AS : erhaps ; lich. 4 Livery 
| of her Modeſty high t "Jalt'Ge her Pride. 
In a word, ſuch pure and' ern DOR 
and -Red dye this ſame polifh'd- Skin, thac 
our Vulgar boldne(s.m = be yo longer 
queſtiod'd, for redring? that Fruit an Ap- 
ple, that. inveagled our fkir{t Parents : Þut. 
though theſe winning, Dyes" delight | me 
bind, they are Food for my Eye alone, 
and not my Stomach 3 1 have no Palate for. 
Colours, and to relliſh this Fruit well, and 
know wherher it performs to the Taſte 
LN H 3 what 


4 I 


Os 


[$ 
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what ie promiſes to the Sight, and juſtifig 
thatPlatonick definition which ſt vheBcae 
ty the Luſtre and abies opdaeſr; allthis 
Gay out- fo is cut and thrown away, and 
too) lo _ Paring I ns in he 
- WI1 eaſure. on that. neat. 

Tbs. 'Dref6, that ſmoather Pens 


nc [Cloath. them with 3 and a 


be 


elighted' with the pretty .and ſprug 
prefſiops, that Wit and, Eloquence, are 
wont to trick them up with'z yet when]: 
mean to. exawine their frue Kelliſh, that, 
upon likiog, I may make them mioe,..I {hill 
| Bripand Joel ig of all thoſe flatteting 
Ottcaents 'Cor en Diſguiles rather) 
which ſo 'often conceal or mif- -reprelent 
- theirtrucand: vary Nature, and (before 

rel ſwallow them) after they have beep | 
admitted by the more Jelufible faculty, vo. 
call Fancy, I make thew paſs the Exe 
ſcrutipy of Reaſon, | 


£ * _— —_—_y ms Le 1 


AEFLECTION IX. 


| Upon bis Cogpies being ſtopt in a narrow // 
7 I of 7 ; Lane, PRE ESE »þ vS: 


[JEre, for ought can gueſs, wy ſta 
H is like to be long enough, to aflor x 
me' 


RES.  - hy 
| | eve the” Jeifiire of a RefleQior on it: For 
* | Fhave foutdalready,” in this arrow L4H; 

a very large Scene to'exerdiſ® iny Parichce | 
v5 and' this" Churliff  Driy-man"ſeems 


 reſoly'd'to'be as tedious to'thie; as LiHgutes - 
bi# is to his Horſe, wheh his Carr is*6v6r- 
| loiden;' 'They thatare Foing on'Fvdt Yo 
| the fanie plice this Coach Thould'carry me 
to;find not their den, of moms, or theit 
Way obſtrufted by that which keepy/tne 
heres” and wete' F diſpos'd' to'leave tny 
Coach behiad;'and Foot*it"after then; 
might in their Company'ſoonerreach' the 
Place my Deſigns. and Afairs call me to, 
than I ſhall ( probab'y ) be ſupply'd with - 
hopes of getting quickly out from hence. 
Alas / How frequently falls it ont thus in 
oor* fournies towards "Heaven #2 + Thoſe. 
whom their adverſe Fortnde., or. a Noble. 
Scorn, hath ſtript'of; or releas'd fromy\theſe 
troubleſome and-intangling Externals,may 
tread the Paths of Life nimbly, and cheer- 
fully, being unſtope by many Obſtacles, 
 that'intercept 'the Progreſles of others. 
But thoſe ſtarely Perſons, whoſe Pride or 
Effeminacy will not permit them to move | 
an Inch towards Heaven, unleſs they may 
be carry'd: thither. in Pleaſure's eafie Coa- 
| £*%5s, and who will not bate a Superfluity, 
, or lay by the leaſt Circumſtance or Pun- 
WS H 4 Ailio 


Ger, if not Da, up ate ore 
pafia e tot muc | 
weak, Tags o_ As there, by Shigh 
W were a DIC 'Y 
t -poworthy tb be ; acme theres 
that cannot cbink it his Ha <5 ung toreach | 
that-place himſelf, tho he leave. il | 
behind him eo g4 cher. Y ire42808 
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w 
Sling betwixr. Looking. through 4 "erin 
Aon ay a Big wpon 4 Veſſel mel 
Zter-day, Trapani to given Chaſay cy! 
64's. I ohutta es Toth mh | 

114 918 

"HIS. Saf daes indeed anprepch; the 
diſtrufted Veſlel , but i it approaches 
ber wes to our Eyes , not ro.our-Ship 4.8 
be not makiog up to us;..this harmlel | 

ans will. prove no; Loadſtone $0 
draw her towards us, and if the be , it will 
put us into a better readineks, to receive | 
her. Such another Inſtrument, in relation 
5 ol 


Or h-molt £2 
kequaintaners; he would: forbear 0. VAL 
where he knows :be: s never thougheohi 
'| oras if we could exempt our ſelves from - 
þ | being Mortal, by forgetting that we are ſo 5 

; = Toes this Meditation bring Death nearer 

to us, Without at all leflening the real di- 


laſs will no more quicken his pace, 
ireQ his ſteps 3 andif he be, without 
haſtoing his Arrival, it will prepare us for 
his Reception : For my part, my Beardleſs 
Chin allbws me to- preſume, that by the 
- 60itſe of Nature, I have yet a pretty ſtock 
of Sand in the upper part of my Hour-glaſs 3 
Wherefore, though I am too Yourg toſay 
with Jſeac, bebold, now 1 am. old, And I 
know not the Day of tty Death, Gen. 27. 2. 
a6 ftincethe Youngeſt and Luſtieſt of us al), 
- bas cauſe to ſay with the Mirrour of Pari- 
Ence, when a fe w-Tears are come; tbenfball I. 
go the way whence I ſhall not return, Job. 16, 
22, and fince 'tis the wiſe Man's Counſel), 
Not #0 boaſt our ſelves of to Morrow, becauſe 
we know n0t wh at a day may bring forth. |, 
will endeavour (t6 uſe our. Saviour's' 
GG tearms )} 


5 of my: appoi 
come, Job's 4. 24 
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3 Yoo the fiſt Iroefon of the of. 


"His Viſt, (Dear * 86-... 
k | phbronia ) which. you in- ,_ *4 nt 
_ => tended but. for an a& © de the. 
of Kindneſs, proves allo one of thor +++ 1M 
Charity ; for though it be not Fore heck bo 
many hours ſince we parted, and was , almof 
though you left we free from oy fm 
im - during 
ay other diſcompglure , than bis Sickneſe. | 
that which your leaving me is 
- Font to give me 3 yet this little time has 
Ge ſo great a change in my Condition, 
as 


raed). 


CODE #doubt net, already. VHRUNE Itt- wy. Es 
x 9-; For whi whilſt 1-was fiti vg "quietly. 
in my Chamber and.was as far-from the 
NF & " " 
Thoughts o Sic 


kneſs, as from any ſich 
diſorders as are worlt;te/be the occafiong 
of it 3 and whilſt I was delightfully enters 

_ taiv'id;by an Qur-landiſh Yiriagſ@ that came | 
+ - to Viſit me, with an Account of the ſeveral | 
attempts that are either made, or defign'd 
in foreign Parts, to. produce Curioſities 
and peg! Knowledge z I was fuddenly | 
ſurpris' Noth a Ohiladls; and a Shivering, 
that came ſo unexpected, and increas'd io | 
faſt, that it was heightned into a down» 
right Fit of. ag Ague, befare I could farisfie 
my ſelf what it was. But I confeſs, that 
' . this unwelcome agent had not.amazd 
me, as well as troubled me,” if I had fuffi- 
ciently confider'd to what a ſtrange number 
and yariety of Diſtempers theſe frail Car- 
caſes of ours are Obnoxious; for, if Thad | 
call'&tg mind what, my Curiofity for Dif- 
ſeions. has ſhown me, and Teniembred 
how many,Bones, and Muſcles,ahd Veing' 
and Arteries, and Grifles, and Ligaments, 
 andNetves, and Membranes, and Juices, a 

| humane Body is mad@up of, I could not. 
bave been ſurpriſed, that ſo curious an En- 
 gine, that conſiſts of ſo maby pieces, whoſe 
Harmony is requiſite to Health,and nes 
; 0 


. 619). 6 
of not any. ſuper fluons, nor ſcarce | any 
inſenfible,- "Ow _ ſome on-orther of 
them out.of order, it. bejng-no morefirange 
that a Man's Body ſhould-be- ſubject to 
| Pain, or Sickneſs, -that-that an Inſtrument 
with above. a thouſand-Strings-( if there 
were any ſuch ) ſhoald frequently: berome = i 
| of Tune, - eſpecially fince the bare-change | 
of Air may. as well diſcompoſe the Body of 
a Man, - as uttune; ſome. of the-Strings of 
fuch- an Inſtrument 3.40 that-ev'nthe: in- 
imitable : Structure 'of : humane Bodies is 

' ſcarce more admirable, than that-fuch cu> 
rious and elaborate Engines can be-ſocon- 
triv'd, as not to be-oftner out of order than 
they are 3: the preſervationof. fo nice and 
exaqt a Frame being the nextwonderto its 

 Work-man-ſhip, And: indeed ,* when [ 
conſider further, how many outward acci- 
dents are able to deftroy:the Life, or, at the 
leaf, the Health,cv nofthoſechatiare'care- 
ful to perſerve them 5-and how eafily"the 
Beams of a warm $un,-or, the Breath: of a 
| celd; Wind, ortoo much, or too little Ex- 
erciſe, a Diſhof greenFruie, or.ani infeRi- 

_ ous Vapour,-or ev'n aſuddenFrighe; orill 
News, are able to prodnce: Sicknefs, and 
perhaps death 3. and when Ithink too; how 
many :evitable 'Miſchiefs our own Appe- 
' 8, 
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' only,that ſhould betheir indearment, keeps 


$ (m6) -Þ 
remperance, that neceſſitate the Creaturg 
to offend uy, and praicesof Sin, ' where. 
by we provoke the Creator to puniſifus;. 
when I ſfay,. I conſider all this; and conſs 
quently how maty Miſchiefs he muſt eſcaje | 
that-arrives at. Gray-hairs ; ['confels; ths 
rommonneſs of the Sight cannot keep mb 
 fromthinkiog it worth ſome wonder, toſ@ 
an Qld man, efpecially if he be any thing 
Healthy. - Bute theſe kinds of Thoughts | 
( Sopbronie) are ſeldom--entertain'd, ute. W 
leſs 'they be excited: by ſome unwelcome | . 


Occaſions ; and, when we are long aceus 
ftomed to Health, we rake ic for granted; 


ih 


» hl.2- 
it for. 


that weſhall cnjoyie, without taking it fot 
ofible 


a Mercythat we areſo; we are no 


—_ of, our continual need and depers 
dance on-the divine Goodneſs, if we long 


abduginterruptedly enjoy it 3 and by that. 
unthankfal heedleſbeſs 6 do; as it were, 
neceflitate Providence todeprive us, of its 
wonted ſupports, to make us ſeafible-that 
we: did! enjoy; and that we. always need | 
them; It beiog but fit that Mercies ſhonld 

ceale tobe conſtant; which, their conſtancy 


us ftom. entertaining as Mercies 3 I will 
therefore: { Sophr9nie ) endeavcur to de&- 
& | rive 


4 E, 


w_ ror 1) 
rive this advantage from this ſudden fie of ' 
Sickneſs, it&irfake merhadkful for Health, 
when God ſhall be pleas'd to reſtore it me, 
and eo-keep ine from reckoving confidently 
- upon the laſtingneſs of it : For though we 
are very unapt to take ev'nthe Wiſe mans 


unſel, where. he forbids us-ito 
ey elves. poi —_—_— hve, recagh we Monny 


Ly 2 b; yet by ſuch accidents 
$63 the that —_— lamen poke much.withincom- 
7 þ, and. had. not done 0 therwiſe, if fora 
| Day he bad-ſubſtiruted an Hour :,For fo 
| vg -and;;ſo,.various are the unfore-ſeen 
| ents to-which we poor Mortals are ex- 
por, that-abe continuance of our Health, 

Proſperity , do much., more merit; our 
ST s,” than the interruption of them-can 
deſerve-our wonder. 'And I muſt. confefs, 
( Sopbronia )) that though. - falling fick 
may. be: but. myunhbappineſs, my; being fo 
much ſurpried at it was wy fault, -./.;-/ 
ys | 215k 3t 


\ 
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; conclude! that whether or no bediftreſf | 
by the contrary Quality, eaſt 
. {be th6ubled wick Colds 2y4"if'he V 
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M ww ATION... | 


TOY Caderats ay and Col | 
Sordgs Tf a et RRRa +4) 3 C0; _ 


Ne this, not knowing what ails'mb;| 
QF fliould come-in, #nd* ſe 'me"itt" th 
ſt Bed, not prly.coveFd;/biit altholt\bþ. 
preſ'd, wich Clomts, would onfidenth 


[cannot'st 


were” Þo, tie wilt be an to Egv 


' but the fi ect oll 
the Tg of my Beys Ke would be apr. 
chiok;that'| moſt lye dA 
in ſpight of #ll that H 

nal Froſt has ſo diffus'd it IR lf x 
every Parc, that iny Tetth chatter, "and wy 
whole Body does ſhake ſtrongly enough to 


| make thi bed'it felt do los 6.4 though'l |. 


fill wiſh for more Cloaths, yet thoſe that 
on me, can ſo little controle this 
pr rterratural Cold, that a. Pile of chem, 

he ſooner be made great <lioa, 
rath than zo Wilrm whe: $6 that «ia 


but ole b- 


4100; aft nes 


/ 
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1 I Travell'd ev'n- in froſty Nights, the Wia- 
| ter bad nothing near ſo ſtrong an Operatt- 


#$ oo onme. And as that exteroal Cold was 


: | far-more ſupporzable whilſt it laſted; ſo Ts | | 


| be drawn to envy his Condition, and be 


= _ 2& G8 £5. IT” SCRA. HE ona TIF. . n_ I- _ waar _ - 
a L . TG... AS 3 


was inconiparably more eafie for me, by 
Exerciſe, and otherwiſe, tq deliver my (elf 
from-it. ME 6 Tp rot L 7 

Thys, wher a Great or Rich Man's mind 
js diſtemper'd with Ambition, Avatice, or 
any immoderate Aﬀecion, though the By- 
ſtaoders, that ſee not what difquiers him, 
but ſee whac great ſtore of Accommoda- 


. 


provided-for him; may 


kept yery far from ſuſpeCting that.be can | 
want" that Contentment , © the means of 


4 which they ſee him ſo Richly ſupply'd 
| with: Andyetalas! as the Colder hear of 
the external Air is much leſs troubleſom 


| toaManin Health, though furniſhed-with 
' an ordinary proportion of Cloaths, than 


the Cold or Hot fit of an Ague, with a pile 
of Blankets firſt, and then a firigle Sheer 3 


| ſo to a Vigorous and Healthy conſtitution 
4 of mind, External incobvenienices are much 


more ſupportable than any Accommoda- 
tions can makethe condition of a' diſtem- 


penis Soul, Let us not then ju&ge of Men's 
a 


ppinels, ſo much by what they have, as 
by what they ate» aid conſider both, that 
EE 1 Fortune 


HSE 


Forms can but: give. ,-and it. nn” be 


the Mind that. wakes that much enongh J 


And that, as "tis more els; te endure Win 
ter, or the Dog-dayrs inthe Air, than inthe 
Blood 3, So a Hea 


a condition preferrable to all External aCy 
 commodations without that. | 
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chful mind, in ſpight of 
Outward inconveniences,may. afford a Man 
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MEDITATION + + -tahh 


r Fa the Sncceſſzon of the Cold ang 
Hot Fre. 


We the cold. Fit. firſt ſeiz'd. me a 


e-thought it was rather melted 


Snow than Blood that Circulated in- my 
Veins, whereit mov'd fo inordinately, and 


maintain'd the vital F lame {o penuriouſly, 


that the greateſt Sign which was left to 
diſtinguiſh this — from that of Death, 
was, its making me ſhake ſtrong enough to 
ſhake the Bed by on... 1. ela ior: more 
and more Cloaths, only becauſe I needed 
them, not becauſe Itound any relief b 

them : Ifancy'd thetorrid Zone to be of 'a 
far more defirable Conſtitution than: that 
we call the Temperate; and as lictle as [ 


_ -arm wont to reverence. vulgar Chywmiſts, 1 
then 


_— DO IN 


-_ Sam - pm + ie. VEIL Py te.  "_ C"> w—_ a 
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wu) 
thenenvy d their Labret __ Jngloy- 
ment requires them to attend the, Fire: 
| But when the Cold Fit was bnce' over; it 
was quickly ſuceeeded by 4 hot ofie, which 
aſter 4 while [' thought more eroubleſone 
than it. 1 threw off the Cloaths; much 
faſter ehan my former importunity: bad 
procur'd them to. be laid-on me 3and 1, 
that could alittle before ſcarce feel all thar 
had been heap'd on me; contdnot now fup- 
port a ſingle Sheet, but- thought! its weight 
opprels'd mes +; +. 
;\Fenvied the fobabieants of Norway and 
YeelanA, far more than thoſe that dwell ci- 
ther im the richeſt Provioce of E:ſt-Iadiw, 
oof the Golden, Coaſt it ſelf: Andof all 
Creatures; not Rational, I thoight: :the 
Fiſhes the happieſt; fiuce they Live-tnacool 
Stream, and, when they pleaſe; may\Driok 
| amuchasthey Liſt. 
| If then ( Sophrowie ) the ſelf-ſame Poe: 
ſb may, within le than two hours, 
F ſuch different -appreticnfions of, his own 
{ Condition, as now'to ain of that as a 
| fad Grievance, which but an hour befgre 
| he wiſh'd for as a Relief z we may welt 
acknowledge, that we frequently miſtake 
In eſtiwatiog the Hardſhips and AﬀiQions 
| wecomplain of, and find choca not ſo un- 
 ealie as we make them whilſt we not only 
[s endure 


= a... _ 
entre the whole Afition that troubl& 


Y "— 


: us; bur ofteniipcreafe it, by repining at the 


*envied Condition of others. _ 4 
+1 At. afflited Man is very apt to fancy, 


that any kind of Sickneſs, that for the pre- | 


Fent: troubles him , 1s far lefs fupportable 
than if it wereexchang'd for another Dif- 
taſe3and imagines his caſe to beſo ſingular, 
that one cannot-ſay-to him in Saint Parl's 
Eanguage, 'No'Temptation has befallen you, 
"but that which is common to Men, x Cor. 10. 
13. He preſumes, that he could far more 
eaſily ſupport his Croſſes; if inſtead of his 
preſent Diſeaſe, -he had this 6r that other, 
thoupb, if the Exchange were made, he . 
would'perchance wiſh for his firſt Sickneſs, 


if not be as-much rroubled at his own 


Folly,;as with the Diſeaſe. He that is tor- 


mented/withthe Gout, isapt toenvy any | 


ſick man that is exempted from that Roar- 
Ing pain-, and” able to Walk about ; He 


Fry 


thatis fwell'd with the Dropſie, fancies all | 


——— 


Perſons happy whoſe Diſeaſes allow then 
drink to-quench* their Thirſt : And the. 
Blind man envies both theſe, and"thinks no 
Perfons fo miſerable'in this World as thoſe 
that cannot ſee the World, Feavers burn 
us , 'Agues ſhatter us, Dropſies drown us, 
Phrenfiesunman us, the Gout tortures us, 


5 0 : -* 
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Gomvultions wrack us, Epilepfies fell us; | 


Colicks | 


ap _ o- 


Q 
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Colicks tear vs 3. and iyſhort.therejis Bo; ; 
| confiderable Diſeaſe that is not veryitroue:; 
blelom. in. it (elf, how ever Religion may + 
fanCtifie and ſweeten it :, For as a Fortreſs, 
| whoſe Defendants: are. nat 'Treacherous, : 
cat ſcarce be taken otheryiſe. thaneicher, . . 
by Famine, or. Storm ;. ſo Life, far. whole - 
preſervation Nature, isſo faithfully. follici-; 
tous, cannot. be extinguiſhid, unleſs cifher; ; 
bronical Diſeaſes, do Lingringly deftroy; 
or ſome Acute do. haſtily, ſoatch it away. : 
And indeed, if a:Diſcaſe prave;Martal;-/4is , 
no more. than 1s to be expected, 'if-it-tire- 
out. the Patient, with tedious Languiſhr ; 
ments, or elſe diſpatch. .him with diſajal- 
| [Ymptoms :.Nor is it in point of Sickneſs 
only, that we are often more unhappy than 
weneed, by Fancying our, ſelyes more yn- 
| bappy than we ſhould þe, .if-we were al- 
| low'd to exchange that, whigh now troubles 
_ us, for any, thing, which: dges, nat... But: 
{ there are Evils, which, though exceediog - 
contrary in appearance, and circumſtabces; . 
do yet agree 1n being, extrearmly trouble- 
ſom'; as the poſleſt Wretch. our Saviour 
cured in the Goſpe], though he were ſome- 
times.caſt_ ipto the Fire, and. ſometimes 
Into the Water, yet in both ſtates. was roxg 
mented by the ſame Devil, who in variety 
of Inflitions till expreſs'd the ſame Ma-. 
E2 lice, 


mate of: ſufferidg, if we'd confid _=— M 
re fg ts _— d'to' a a 
flies comes getieral; and tha o 
are; "Which we are ſenfiblc 'of; "may Ha 
cedrmher from fragt the gevera]nature of fick-. 
ff $.than from the poriculer 
__ liabd Begies of onrs. An indeed ,' 
if: a Man were' 'peryfltted| to exchavge his, 
Diſcaſe-with'thoſe of gthers , he would” 
oftetr find his/granted wiſhes. to- bring hin | 
a variety of Miſthiefs, rather'than an Ex- 
eption' from them 3 and many of thoſe 
rhat''we envy, as "thinking them fab: lefs 
_ Sufferers than « our'ſclves, do look' with ins 
vidious eyes On us, and do but difſemwhle 
their 'Grievahces more bandfomely” than | 
we; not find them more eafie. than ours, 
And that'of Saint Peter may be more 'pe- 
nerally apply*d;than moſt' wy think,where 
heexhortsto' conſtancy, ypon this conſide; 
ration, That the ſame Shſfetings are accond- 
pl;ſþ'd upon our Brethren jn the\World, x Pet. 
5:9. - For 'tisall one as to the Efficacy « of 
this Lenity, 'whether our Aflictions be the 
ſame with thoſe of others, in Kind, . or mot 
Superiour to them in Degree : And 1 doubt 
ngt, but we ſhould ſupport many. of out 
Grievances as ealily as thofe for which we 
. wiſh themexchaog'd, if the chief account - | 
| 0 upon 


'('t _ / 
pon. which they trouble us, were - not ir 
ther that they are the be preſenro ones, us 
FT” 
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MEDITATION Iv. ' < 


a4. .vf? 


Upon the being let Blood. 1 


Ne- of the moſt troubleſom. $ þs 
toms in. almaſt all Feyeriſh Di 

," ig wont to be Thirſt; : and 1 in mine. TH 

UI importubdte to a degree, that made 

me'vexy much f9, in frequently ſollicjtio ich 


thoſe that were zbont me for Drink, w 

[10d the heat of the Fit, ſeem'd ſo Ts 
an'Objec, that it then mogh., leflen'h; my 
wonder at that parch 'd KJogs agreement, 
who, urg'd with Thirſt, fold is Liberty or 
a full Draught of cold Water, But | 
TMadly found, that the Li ms Fl | 
T6 Greedily, "afforded me ta wy pw, 
flent' Relief the latter being lanoſt 
'a${00n. as the former had ſled  ehprp 
"ny, Throat , fo that not only, It di 

Army ' ne, *ngt Cure me but, which x 
worſe, Drinkiog. it ſelf i Ee 'dm my Thirft, 
by. encreaſing the Fever, whole uncafe 
Symptom that was. Wherefore, ſeeing all 
the Cooling Jaleps- that could. be admini- 


I 4. ſter'd. 


"C2209 


te 3. 0id free, me from nothing but the | 


xpectation of being much . reltev'd by 
fuch ſlight and palliative Medicines ; the 
DoQor Thought himſelf this day oblig'd to 


aquite contrary, and yet a more generous 


Remedy, and arder'd, that, inſtead of gi- 
ving me "Drink, they ſhould take away 
Blood, -as judging it the beſt and far the 
ſureſt courſe to take away the uneaſie 
: mptom, by removing that which fornents 

e cauſe. _ 

'T bus when the Mind isdiſtemper” d with 
_ turbulent Commotions, and the diſquieted 
Appetite does too reltlelsly and eagerly 
crave Objetts, which, thoweh perbaps jn 
chernſelves not abſolutely bad, are at leafl 
made, by a Conjunftion of Cizcumltances, 
unfit and dangerous for the Perſon that 
Jongs forthem: We, like unskilful or un- 


| Fly Patients, fopdly i imagine, that the on 
ly way to eas our Deſires, is, to.grant 


"them 'theO Qs they ſo. paſſionately end 
ro. But the wiſe and Creraion Phyfatian 
of Souls, who conſiders not ſo much what 
we do wiſh, as what we ſhould wiſh, often 
diſcerns, that this preternatuyal Thirſt i 1n- 
dicates and calls for a Lancet, rather than a 
Julep, and knows it heſt to attempt the 


Cute , rather by raking away ſomewhat | 


that we bave, than 0 by glving Us that which 


Yu 


ay _- 


| gnly a Spiritual ſuperfluity, reduces: ny to, 
want : And in effe&, we often ſee; that as; 
a, few Ounces of Blood taken away 1n. a- 
Fever, does cool the Patient more than; 
the giving him ten times as much Dyink 
uath do; ſoa few Afﬀiicions, by partly 
letting out, and partly moderating our cor: - 
rupt AﬀeCtions, do more compole and ap- 
peaſe a Mind moleſted with mordimare 
_ Appetites; than the Poflefiion off a great 
many of the Objeds we impotently defire. 
Whilſt our, Appetites are rovipg, and un- 
reaſonable," and infatiate, the obtaining of 
this or: that particular Objea& does 
amuſe the Patient, not take away the Jit- 
eaſe. z whereas ſeaſanable, and fanRify'd, 
Croſfes,; that teachus to know gur ſe]ves, 
_ and make us ſenſible baw'little we deſerye, 
, and vo, little the things we are ſo Greedy 
of could make us happy, if obtain'd, may 
reduce vs toa Refignation,and Tranquility 
of Mind, ;preferrable to thoſe oyer-valy'd 
things, which as it keeps us from enjoying; 
| ſoit keeps us from —_ Thus Zachens; 
who, whilſt a Publicao, never thought he 
 hadenough, when he had once entertain'd 
our Saviour, though he offer'd to make a 
ge oroPieFeſicurion of what ever he had 
Iraudulently acquir'd, was, upon a ſudden, 
by being freed from Avarice, grown ſo 
4 Rich, 


Py 


than half he hadto thee 5" a51t his Dr 

4 _ vineGiieſt had wr vght vpdn- his Goo 

1 "4 ſuch Miracles as he 12d done yy ott'the fiv 

4 Loaves,"and two Fiſhes; of 'Which theRe: 
mains: amounted to: mSre TOE The whole 
Provifiori' was at firſt.” 
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Upon? Fhe taking of | nh 
| He laft- bixtet Potion that I rol 


ned with the hopes were given me'w 
, "that it might prove the Kft E'fhou 
nee#+o'ts e, and'would procureme a ſets 
ledand'darableHealth * But T' find by fad 
Experierice,T hat the benefit I'detiv'd from 
it is 'nbthing near fo laſting as it was wel- 
come- for T'am'now. redyc'd : to take 
Phyfick agen! and] fear muſt bftendo fo, 
| before 1 oh be able to. difls ge this. 
troubleſom ' Agye that haunts me: Fo 
though the laſt Phyfick Itook, wrought" 


| only the il Hirmodrs themſelves, but the. 
very ſources of them; yet by the effet of - 
| - WhatT took this a. [ not only find. 
I | WNT 6 there, 


f# A A n 
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('Sophronia) was, [ remember, feet: 4 


well; that I hop'd1t had wrought away not, 


Rich!) that hewss Seward ogy no Tf 
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| there le 90 pe 19, th urged | 4Fay mAP, 
1 as there |-TNEQ. vs Leh 

. can ſcarce hop LICE 
from the nee etl ta oy 
 lovg: ut though 'tis'a 01 ' 
apd muſt be often repeat8 , yet. 'tis a fake 
| tary thing too, and cannot be more upplea-- 

lang than 'ris uſeful: 4 and. fog Log oe ME. 
It, js, a Sip neſs were {4 7 worle..: 

Arn 8 a re lepting Sinper: has endeavo 
to waſh away hiz Sins with his Tear: 
may rr think, byc|t {.th roug 

iq that abterfive F ine, (whis i 
fi its cleapſig Fare noe. 9, EY Thar oy 


ture, bur to the Blood ;of: Chri 

gee NE Ka onvert,. 000 wa cet 
| b thaſe ayitbing deligh bes whore 
1 God cb fren $508, toe: 


| als, ( as. the Kind F Welk 
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fy ying io ae rs ak Ln ng: York he 
ſhall never be mov'd ; yet, . as qur Saviqur 
ſpe ks, The Spirit indeed? i willing, but the 
Flef FF weak; and too commonly our Refo- 
lutions: 


_- 


(124) _ 
lutions flag with our Joys, and thoſe that, 
a While before*imagin'd they deſpis'd the ' 
Wotld; find theniſelves Worſted , if not 
Captivated, by.it.3.and find it fat more dif-. 
ficule than they thought It, to live in the 
Company of Sinngts without heivg of their | 
Number, and in fo defil'd a 'Wortd without ' '/ 
being potted by it, 
"And as the fame David, who ſaid in his. 
Proſperity, heſhould never be mov'd, faid' 
in tis Diſtreſs, be ſhould one Jay periſh by. 
the hand of Sax] : So many of thoſe, that” 
whillt their Tears of Repentance; and, of 
Joy, are not yer dry'do t their Eyes, are' 
apt.todefileandcontemn alt the Ghoſtly, 
entries, and difficulties, that oppoſe theit. 
prefent zealous Reſolutions, will perhaps” 


In a while after, when they meet with unex=' | 


pected Tmpediments, and Foyls, change: 
their confidence itito deſpair, . and. think, 
thoſe very Enemies, whom. they lately | 
look'd onas deſpicable, tobe infuperable : 
But as Phyfick,- thardoes god for a time, 
ought not to, be t&jeRed, becauſe it does: 
good- but for a time 3 nor ſhould we re- 
z3et the only ſure means of our preſent; 
Recovery, forfear of futureRelapſes; ſo, 
though we ſadly find that Repentance mult. 
be repeated, and that after we have pra-. 
cis d it often, we muſt have need of it 
agen; 


I - Lew). 

| gen; yet ſince 'tis the 'only proper means 
to recover'a Soul out of a ſtate of Sin, 
which is worſe'than ay Diſeaſe, andHeads 
to: the worſt* of Deaths, we muſt never 
fuffer our ſe)ves to be fo far Diſcouraged)} 


| as'to forgo ſo-neceflary and fo profitable a 


Duty, and mvſt not more frequently Re- | 
_  Japſe joto faults, than renew our 'Sorfow 
for them, and our Reſolves againſt them : 
For Innocence indeed 1s far more defirable 
than Repentance,as Health is than Phyſick. 
But as Phyſick. is more cligible than 'the 
continuance of Sickneſs, fo is Repentance 
more eligible than continuing in the ſtate 
of Sin : And as the drinking even of a 
bitter Potion is a leſs Evil than the hear; 
and thirſt, and reſtleſneſs of an Ague 53 16 
to lament for Sin here, is a far leſs uneaſie 
thing than to do 1t in a place where there 
Is nothing but remedileſs' Wailibg, and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth, 'Tis true, that our 
Souls are in this too like our Bodies, that 
our whole Lives are ſpent'betwixt Purging 
away of naughty. Humours;:and accumu- 
lating them. : And me-thioks I hear the 
Fleſh ſtill ſaying unto the Spirit, as Ruth 
did to Naomi, The Lord do ſo to me, and more 
alſo, if ought but Death part thee and me. 
Ruth r. 14. But although there are defile- 
ments, which, though often waſh'd off, will 
| as 


FX 


(126) Rs, , 
_. .-«; .- > as often come again to. blemiſh. | 
koty..b. 13: ws 3 aod thoughthe Dera: of the 
#* Oubdrico. Mos will ſcarce all of them 
* + +, perfettly. be'put to Death, bue | 
with the Body ir ſelf 5; yet next; to an uwn- 
intet rupted ſtate of Health, frequent and 
early Recoveries are deſirable: And though 
the ſhameful neceſity 'of needing to beg 
many. pardons for theſame fault, may juſt- | 
ly make an ingeniousChriſtian.cry out with = 
Saint Pail, 0 7 Wretched Man that I am, | 
who fhal deliver me from the Body of tht 
Death? yet the ſame ſenſe of his own frail- 
| , try; that puts this Exclamation into his 
1 Mouth, may comfort his Heart,. by its be; 
jog a pledge, that he ſhall one day be able | * 
exu/tingly to fay with the ſame Apoſtle ia | 
another place, 7; hanks be to God which gi+ 
weth ws the Victory, through our Lord Jeſs 
Chriſt, 1 Cor, 15. 57+ 
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MEDITATION vi  , | 
Upon the 8yraps and other feet things | 
ſent bias by the Do@or, | 


FT * His complaiſfant Phyſirian ( 8ophre- 
M4... nia) is.you ſee very follicitous, that 
bis Remedies thould as well gratifie the 
Patient, as oppoſe the Diſeaſe - And be- 

TP | | ſides, 
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1 Gdesgharthis Julip isring'd. with Syrup of 
| Clove-gilly-fowers, that it_may at once 
delight the Tarts 50gthe Eye.;' fome of 


theſe other Remedie 


Sare ſweetned with as 


- much Sugar, as it they came not from. an 
-Apothecaries Shop, .but a. Canfe&ioners. 


But my Mouths too much out of Taſte 


| torelli ayy. thing that paſles through it 3 


and though my Sicknefs makes, this Flat- 
tering of the Palate almoſt neceſlary.to the 
rendring theſe Medicines, takable by me, 
yet upon the account of the ſame Diftem- 


' per, all that, the DoCtor's tenderneſs and 


skill could do: to make them Pleaſant, can 
at moſt but keep them from being Loath- 


ſowe. And therefore, you will eaſily be- 


lieve, Sophroxis, that I enjoy theſe ſweet 
things upon a ſcore, that if it does imbitter 


them, does at leaſt, as to me, deprive them 


of their Nature « So that he, that for the 
ſake of theſe Syrups, and EleQuaries,ſhould 
notwithſtanding the Malady- that needs 
them, enyy me, might be ſuſpeted to be 
troubled with a worſe Diſeaſe than an Ague 
15, a Frenfie. 

Thus there are many Favourites of For- 


. tune, whoſe ſeeming Enjoyments may 


perchance, be envy'd by thoſe that do but 
gaze on their Condition, whilſt "tis rather 
pity d by thoſe that know it : To be 
 broughr 
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brought by Greatneſs of Power, or Riches, F: 
—"X TT, o #4 v ſ 6 ; Þ 2 
and Effeminacy of Mind, to that paſs, that Þ 4: 


they ſeldotn bear any thing but their own - 
Praiſes, even when their Altions merit Re- : 


prehenfion, and "that they can telliſh no- 
thing that is Hot ſweetned with ſo much of 

 Flattery, as quite to diſguiſe; and perhaps 
pervert, its Nature. Theſe; as I was going 


to ſay, and ſuch other unhappy Priviledges 


are things, which ( whatever Fools may 
think ) will not recommend Greatheſs to a 
confidering Man, and are far more fit to 


procure the Poſleſior's ruine , than wile 
Mens envy : And beſides, that a vain and 
impotent Soul is, by thofe diſquieting Qud* | 
Jitzes, moleſted with greater Diſtempers. 
than- thoſe Gratifications can make amends | 


for, and which often hinder the full Relliſh- 
ing of theſe or any other Pleaſure. The 


delight theſe treacherous Delicacies afford; | 


is ſo much leſs conſiderable than the weak» 


neſs they ſuppoſe ; that 'tis far more eligi- 
ble to be without them than toneed them, 
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474" Upon the want of ohep. 


on A -Dbar Sipbrowts zo ſpight * of aft 
FYthe -cate, and officiouſnels ' of t ofe 
| /Mipent Attendatts, that you were pleas'd 
| 49nd to witch with me, I have'Slepr all 
' Night as little/as 1 do now, or ab ſhall 
| Uthreto do whilſt you ſtay here. ' 


This untveleomhe [ifire brought the'hs 


auth a Neteſlity as "ahi Opporttrity: th 
- thetime1n entertain my Thoughts, 
| which on this occaſion were almoſt'as va« 
| ſous, and" ſeein'd too as Wild,as, if Thad 
Slept, my Dreams themſelves would Have 
been: And therefore, I preſume you will 
' not wonder, if I can'now' recall but few of 
| them, and if the reſt be as eafily Vaniſh'd 
| otitof my Memory, as Ty came My 
into my Mind: . 

The firſt Thought that I ocniies en> 
/tertain'd me, was that which-was the moft 


vaturally ſuggeſted by the condition-l was- 


in: For when I found how tedious and 
wearifome each hour was, and obſerv'd 
' how long a-time: ſeem'd.to intervene. be- 
 twixt theſeveral Deicatabes the ſtriking; 
| of 


A 


I. | 
Of the Clock made of a Night, that mult 


at this eime ofthe Yearbe much ſhorter , | 


than the Day, I conld not-bue conſider, 
how inſupportable their condition muſt be 
to be caſt into. outer Darkneſs, where tor- 
mented Wretches lye, not as Ido upona 
ſoft Bed, bus upon Fire and: Brimſtane, 
where no attendance of Seryants, or kind- 
peſs of Friends,. is allow'd them, that need 
it as. much as they deſerve.it littlez and, 
which is worlſt of all, where no, Beam; 


hope is permitted to Conſolate themz. asaf | 

the Day ſhould. Dawn after..ſo Diſmal a | 

Night. though protracted ta. Millions; of | 
of w 


# 
x 


Ages,cach of whoſe miſerable hoursappeays | 


__ an Ape, '. 9 5 | 
The next thing I was conſidering, was, 


How defeCtive weare in poiat of Gratitude | 


to God 3 I now Bluſh that I cannot callto 


Mind the time, when. I ever thought that | 
his hayipg vouchſaf'd me the power &f | 
Sleeping, deſerv'd a particular Acknow- | 
ledgment. But now beginto ſee that/tis | 
our Heedleſneſs, not their Uſeleſneſs, that | 
keeps us from daily being tbaokful for. a | 
multitude. of Mercies, that Wwe take no 
notice of 3 Though it be injurious, That | 
that only commonneſs that heightens the : 


Benefit, ſhould keep us from being ſenſible 


of the Greatneſs of it I confeſs I wa | 
very | 


; 


c _ 20 
lately oneof them, who-look'd upon 
| Vlecp wn; of thoſe tnconvennencies of ha- 
pn Natore ; that: merit a'Confolatioh 
and Every little-apprehended I ſhoyld ever 
complain of the'want of Sleep , as of a 
Grievance, the neceſfity of it:being what I 
always wore rv Fe that Notion: * 
But f now ve; he was 'a' Wiſe than, 
_o ſid, ThatOod made every thing Beater 
' #dy-it5' Be And yet, when. com- 
evchs 'Affinity: betwint Sleep:and Death, 


| whofoImage iris, 1-cantor burthinls it very 


unlikely, that: this IG ſhould! revage 4" 
foroyr Happineſs,: e abd to loſe alma 
GREY: 14 nd. 
-Another thing: Ow Fa 1 was conſt 
ering, was this,” That though want of 
Sleep be/one of theuneaſieſt accidents. that 
attend on Sickneſs, yet in: rtiany caſes it: 
proves as. uſeful} as it can be unwelcome! : 
 Fortheregis.aſort of Jolly people, farmore 
| - Numerous thao I could wiſh them; who 
| {gre at utter defiance with Thinking, and do 
8 much-fear to bealone,. astheyſhuuld to 
do any courſe that'is. naturally productive 
of ſo.unmanly a fear : And the ſame Sin- 
ful employments, or Vain paſtimes,. that 
| make chem afraid. of being alone, do fo 
{ muck, keep./them from the neceſſity of. be- 
ing ah that they keep them almoſt _ 
| _- we 


, 
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the very Poſſibility of it : Forio'the time 
of Health, Viſits, Buſineſſes, Cards,, and | 
{know not how many: other Avocations, 


which they juſtly ſtyle Diverſions, do fue- 
eced one another ſo thicks'that io the day 


there is no'time left for the diſtraRted Per- 


ſon'to converſe with his .own Thoughts: 


Andev'n, when they are Sick, though they - 


be debart'd:-of many of-thoſe wopted di- 
verfions, yet Cards and Company will'\give 


them enough to prove a Charm againſt 
Thinking, which the Patient is ſo: willing, | 
or rather ſollicious,' to decline, the need of ; 


thar Sickneſs lefs troubles him, as it keeps 
bis Body from-going abroad, than as. it 
rends:to drive his Thoughts home 5 ſathat 


Sickneſs does little or nothing cowards the | 


making ſach Men conſider, by caſting them 
upon their Beds, unleſs it alſo binder them 
fromSleeping there. But in theloog.and 
tedious Nights, when all the Praters and 
the Gameſters (who are nually call d good 
Companions, but ſeldom. prove :; good 
Friends) are withdrawn, and have left our 
Patient quite alone, the darkneſs of the 


Night begins to make him diſcern, and take | 


ſome notice -of his own Condition, and 
his Eyes, for want of outward Objects, are 
turn'd inwards, he muſt, whether he will or 
- no, quring the Silence of the Night, hear 


© thiole © 
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thoſe Leſſons ; which by the Hurry :and 
| Avocations of the:day; he: endeavour'd to 
avoid. And though: this be a very unwel- 
eome Mercy ,-yet/ tis a Mercy ſtill, and 
perhaps the greater for being; fo unwel- 
come : For if he could ſleep in Sickneſs, 
as he us'd todo in Health, he were in great 
danger of having his Conſcience laid a- 
ſleep, till 'it ſhould be awak'd by the 
Flames and Shriecks of Hell. And the 
defign of God in chaſtning,being:to reclaim 
. and amend us;we not only do, by our want 
of Reficftiog, indure the trouble of Sicke 
nef3; without:rreaping the benefit of it, but 
alſo by:our (ſhunning to:confider, we are 

Þ ill-natard-'to our ſelves, as to lengthen 
the Sickneſs, we are ſo impatient of; which 

'sin us as fooliſh as *ewould be in 2 nice 

- Patient, after having been made to take. a: 
bitter, but a alutary Potion, roſend unſea- 

ſonably- for :Cordials and Julips to hinder- 
the working of it,. and ſo by fuch uaruli- 

neſs loſe the benefit of the Operation, and. 
lengthen his Pain and Sickneſs, to avoid-the. 
far leſs trouble of complying with the Na- 


ture of the'Medicine, and the Deſigns of. 


the Phyfitian : So that, Repentance beiog.. 

neceſſary to Recovery, and theconfidering:: 

of a Mans own ways as neceilary to Repeny ) 

tance, the want of Sleep, which both: al-u 
| K 3 lows 


an) 
lows us time, and-impoſes on us a neceflity 
to think, maywellbelook'd 
24 Grievance, fince' it 'very.m 
the ſhorenipgoFour Aﬀidttons, c 
poſing us to Co-operatetowards Gods aims 
in ſending them. - Pay OT 1 AY 
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——_— 
—_— 
Lm— 


MEDITATION VIIL 


Upon telling the Strokes of au ##-going 
a Clock in the Night. 0. ON 


He ſame Violence of. my Fit,” that 


. 


+ 
A 


'Y. rnade me- very. much need Sleep, 


allow'd me o little of ir, thac'T think 1 


miſ'd notheariog one ſtroke of the Clock 


all the Night loog. But fince you know, 


Sophronis, that the Clock js kept by the - 


Souldiers that' are Quarter'd in the place 
Where it ſtands , you. will cafily believe, 


that 'tis not very carefully. look'd to, eſpe- 


cially fioce they are not only wont to let 
it go ill; but do oft times makeit doſo on 
purpoſe, and as may beſt comply with the 


Officers occaſions, and as 'they would 
have the Guards thar are to be fer here, or' 


to be ſent hence; ſdoner or later Reliev'd. 
Of this uncertain going of the Clock; 1 
never had occaſion' to take ſo much notice 
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axthe laſt Night, e238 ng 00 conſtant 
yawak' d, I began to obſt e, that thoug t 

althe beans were ſo coding, as to en 

every one of them extraordinary long, yet 


they -manifeſtly appear'd to me Co 


equally ſo; and therefore, when lock 
_ ſrruck Eleven, to ſatisfie my ſelf Whether 
it did notm Cinform 'me, icall'd to one 
thar ſat up. by. mefor' the Watch I uſe to 
meaſure the time with in nice Experiments, 
and found it to want but very little of Mid- 
aight' z and not much above an hour after, 
n by my Watchit was but about one, 
thoſe that kept the Clock, whether out of 
ence, or Deſign, or to make amends 


FD 


| ownels, made it ſtrike two, which 
ſcem'd to me to hint a not unuſeful Rule 
in eſtimating the leogth or ſhortneſs of Dif 

courſes : For-rhere are Cafes, where the 
difficulty or importance of the SubjeQ is 
ſuch,thatthough it coſt a Man many words, 

yet, if what he ſays be not ſufficiently fit= 
tedto the Exigency of the Occaſion, and 
the Theam, he may ſpeak much, without 
Gying enough. But on the other hand, 

as it often happens) a Man ſpeak 
- Unſeaſonably, Erroneoully, or Im- 
pertinently, he may, though he ſay little, 

' talk too much 5 The paucity or number of 
Words, is not, as many think it, thats. 
K 4 which 


(8380 | 
which. is-in ſuch caſes-to. be chiefly conſis 
drx;44, for 'tis not many, orfewv, that are 
xequir'9,- but enough. And,as;our Cloth 
truck not ſo,often.as.it ſhould have done; 


er too often when itſtruck buttwo; 
F=the firſt fjme it was  Mid-oight; 
ard the ſecond time it was but one of {the 
Clack 5 ſo to eſtimate whether what is 
{aid have its due length, weare not ſo much 


to; look whether, K,be little, or. much , as. 
whether a Man ſpeak in the. right-time,z 


z 
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Upon comparing, the Clackand-bis Watch.:; 
"PX occaſion I had (;Sophrozia) to 

. Compare. the Clock andmy Watch; 
ſuggeſted to me this other Refleftion, That 
the Dyal-plate of the Clock, being I- know 
not how-many times larger than that of the 


Watch, the Circle- on which: the. bouts. 


were mark'd in the one, did by vaſt Qdds 
exceed the correſpondent Circle of the 


other :* And yer, though tthe Index: of the 


{lock had theo palt through far grearer 
= Ons ; quantity 


ftruck ;Vleven, and; yet ſtruck a 


ind, ſay neither more nor- leſs. - than;he 


—— 
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tiey offfpace tharl tit of the Wattha 

Fo t Te TORY, "being, when it was io”: 

deed Mid-hightt,* arriv'd ar the. mark_of 

theiwelfeh hbur, when the greater re 
3 


vas comme but'to that of the eleventh, 1 
juſtly concluded, that'the Watch did not, 
ottly go'truer, but more forward than the 
7 Thus in 'eftimating Men's Lives, there 
is ſomething eMfe'to be 'look'd at than the 
theet duration” of them: For there are 
ſome Men, 'who having Loyter'd and Tri- 
fled awzy. very many Years in the World, 
haye noother Argument oftheir Age, than 
the *Cburch-books of their” Gray-hairs; 
ind as little do they indeed Live,-chat waſt, 
a number'of infigaificant Years in ſucefive, 
ef opt got Diverſions from the true buſty 
neſs' and end' of Life. Theſe, and many 
as kinds of —_ that conſume much 
ime to little purpoſe, may--be ſaid rather 
to have Laſted whe. | am. bave Liv'd 
long : As the careleſs Wanderer, who, 
Inſtead of Travelling, does nothing. but 
ſtray from one wrong way to another, 
though he do fo at Midſummer from Morn- 
ing to Night, may be ſaid ro have been 
Jong a Horle-back, but not to. have per-. 
form'd along Journey'; whereas he, Fae 
bythriftly Husbandiog his time, ard indu-* 
CE {trioutly 
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Life; ( for ev'n the Heathen could 
Non eft vivere ſed valere Dug), d withib 
how oarrew a com ra Man's ge 
be confin'd, ifhe. Ce Ly fa long, ;.as 
before he.comes.to the ION 1e DaV: 
reach'd the ends of Livi he attaige 
ment of that Meaſure of. oi » a0 
the praftice of thoſe Graces and V 
that fit a Manto glorifie God his Thor 
Life, and to be Glorified, by hiaa in tha 
which ſhall have no End. 


i. 
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utdrer id X. 
Upon a Thief in « Cangle, 
AE filence of the Night, and wy 


__ unable to Sleep, diſpoſi ing me 


to have myjattention very eaſily excited; 


I chanc'dto take notice, that the on light 


of Tims, but to x ago dther a langer 


> ones ooo eee —I———————— _ ——_—_— 
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of tude. 


_ 


nat drawn ſo: 'cloſe as to / 

where out of the Bed, was ON- a 
| ly. " iporens'd;: and canes | ſo; 
on : inchas condition, that, forfcarobſoms 
nifchar E-put wy Head out of the Bed 
ro lve whence it was that this new awd un- 
ares 
rom aithief 
ry =D Cancſes which 
making; eFame 
a good part ofthe 
allow, ad would "ne {poil'd che reſt; 
if # hadinat-call'd to one 'of thoſe that 
Wateh'd with me, to' eſcue the mo 
by che-removal of "the Thief: - But I had 
ſearce done this, when, 1 gonfeſs to. * 

(Cophronie ) I found my (elf tovice 
make ſome Reflections wh -upan what had 
done, and toxead my {elf anew Leflan by 
the Beams of this newflight : : For though 
this Thief made the Candle' ſhine "more 
ſirangly, and di uſe 8 much greater Light 
than it did be yet becauſe it made 
a-great and Inatee walks of the Candle, 
T ordet ditto be taken away 5 and on this: 
occaſion me-thought I mighr juſtly make 
uſe of that ſaying of Phoreob's forgethiil 
Butler, I do reweeber wy Faults this Day, 
Gen. L_es 2 For though [ bnd no/ great 
difficutly 


ole it ) 


V © re) other 
"Y ny kinds of 
Intemperance, yet tothatof Studying; ww 


xs, and eſperially my Phyfictans,have 
often gcongfd meofib  too#indul 
Nor cat: I altogether” 
mental Exerciſes, ths can be Exorbitan- 


cies and Exceſles, 'T may have ſometimes. 


beenguiley of theth 3 and that the things 
for which [ think-life valuable, being the 6. 
eisfaQtion that accrues from the Lmptdye; 
ment bf Knowledge, and the exerciſe of 
Piety, thought it allowable, if not com! 
mendable, to conſume or hazardit for the 
attaloment ofthoſe Ends; and efteem'd (idk 
nels more formidable for its unfitting me 
to-leart,' andto teach, than ' for its 
attended with painand' -davger, and look'd 
npob wha it inady me forbear, as far'mpte, 
troubleſome that what fody =_ itmade” 
me endure. Bur IL findmy at Crs 
and tyres under 'my Mind, » and. a 5 gan ours: 
fix'd Contemplation does ſenſibly ſo ſpend: 
Spirits, as to” make me feel my ſelf. 
more weary than the polt for twice- 
as many hours has ever Toe” Where- 
fore, ' fince;, though the proper uſe of a 
Candlebe to conſume it ſelf, that it may 
give others Light, I yet thought fitto have 
the Thief takenaway, becauſe, thought 
made the ——_ give more Light, it would. 


gent : 
bur” that in- 


_ have” 


awhile. to keep up a Blaze : I will there- 
fore endeavour to learn of this Sickneſs, 


and of this Accident, what the-Doftors 
highertocould never teach me, and injoyn 
my ſelf an Abſtinence, which to me ismore 
unealie,,, than if Wane, or Women, or_ o- - 
Ea IE 
of Self-denial , 1/46. not always, perform 
what I gm now perſwaded to, 'ris Jike I ſhall 
.eafily forgive my ſelf, for but a little haſt- 
wig the cnd of my Late to attain the ends 
O It * #7 by: ; BY | 
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MEDITATION XL 
Upon the being in danger of Death: 
Know that Phyfitians are wont ; aſter 


their Maſter Hipporrates, totell us; That 
2 EVers 


-— if 


I» Io 
_——__— 
er * Bat an'Ague, Je ev 
Hh ſuch; conld'hvtbe a niortal diſeaſe; 
- may it hot degenertetcintoſuchs 
one > And for my 
gnoſticks of Phyfirians: ro bebut Gueſſes, 


broke Fre fo'bie os fear; vill ne em 
-Jeave thetnlierle hopes of us ? Rt, 

thifk that Patientvery Va s, wh 
eHinks "it nor tithe to entertain't 


death, as long a5 his Dodor allows him | 


kbpes of Life ;” for in' caſe they ſhould 


Both be*dectiv'd; , eoeidbe-ranot eaſier 


"for tHe miſtakey Ph jo o ſave his Cre- 
| wy _— for this * HiPEHpwrl Sinrer toſave 
is oul, ;\ es 4 is; 4 


"Wherefore  Sopbronia'; find iny dif 
raſe>, > attended aq * winifual mr 
' Sytinproins \, rivet knowing . -where 'th 
would end, I laft Night thought it: 


to. ſuppoſe they miz land 1g death : And , 


two things eſpecially made me the more 
ready forſuch ah *Efterraiament of my 
Thou _ 

One; That wecan ſrarce be wo<areful 
and diligent in fitting our ſelves for the 
 Alﬀiog'ef a/part well, that we can” never 


*A& Fn : Porwicee the Ga * 


part; who take che Pro- 


Pro phelies; .and Know how Backward S. 


| man mrs OA 


l Itis «þj ——_ all {Mewouce t6 Djs ow: 
| — vo qa S - 


'd, That efter that 
comes Judgment > andif we Dye-ill once, 


 veſhall never be allow'd 19-Dye againg to 


ſe if -we--would Dye: better the ſecond 
time than wedid the firſt: But as the Wiſe 
ſpeaks, Where the: Tree 
iti lye : : ſathatthe faults com- 
mitted in this laſt and importanteſt of hu- 
mane AQions,; being irreparable, I think. 
the only ſafe way is to imitate-bim, who, 
having Gaid, Af 6 Man Dye, ſhall he Live 6- 
a preſently annex'd; by way of Infe- 
ence and Reſolution: 4U, the dayi:of avy 
pear Time will I wait till wy 
COMP. 
The other conſideration that retods- 
mended tome the Thoughts of the Grave, 


| was this, that we:may be:aften/ ſollicitaus 


toptovide againſt many Evils and Dangers 
that poſhibly may never reach us z and many 
endure from the Anxious fears of. contin- 
gent miſchiefs that never. will befall them, 
more Torment than the apprehended Miſ- 
chiefs themſelves, though really ſuffer'd, 

would inflid&d, But Death; will {omen or 


| later infallibly come, and never finally de- 


ceive our Expettations, and therefore the 
fore-thoughts of it are an imployment 


Which ny prove, we know not how ſoon, 
of 
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of:uſe; and will (hbwever ) -prove-'of 
'excellent Advaritage: The frequent Megi- 
_ tation'of the end of our Lives, conducifiy 
_ -ſo much tomake us lead'them well, ithat 
| PI_—_ of Death: brings not leſs 
a 


Advantages to thoſe that ſeapethe Grave, 
 thantotboſethat deſcendiintoit;* - /- /51 
- 1 Such like conſiderations: ('Sbphronya») 


haviog put meuppn the thoughts bf Death 


Ipreſume' you'may have ſome: Curiofity 
toi know what theſe- Thoughts were$- and 
therefore, though I-liave acicher Fitaeſs, 
ndr: Inclination? to mention to you thoſe 


thatalmoſt evety-Sober perforiwould have 


upona DeathiBed,: as a Man, -aridiav\a 


Chriſtian, I wil only take notice to you'of 


thoſe few: thatrwere ſuggeſted to me, by 
.the tefs general Circumſtances of'my /cott> 
:dition.' 'And Tam the'tnore 'willing'to (a- 
risfie-your Curiofity now; becauſe' I have 
'my-ſelf been: very ' inquifitive- 6n-the like 
occaſion :; For the approach of Death wil 
( ifany thing can'Ymake' Men ſerious and 
-confiderate, being for 'good. and all to go 
.6ff the Stage; they make a truer and fin- 
ierer Judgement of the World they are 
 -ready toleave,:and then have not the wont- 
ed Partiality for the pleaſures and profits 
of a Life they are now abandoning. . And 

as the Mind looks with other Eyes _ 
| the 
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| the: World; when Death is ready-to ſhut 
' thoſe of the Body ; ſo Men are then'wont 


as well to ſpeak their- Thonghts more 
franckly, as to have them better grounded, 
Death ſtripping moſtMenof their Difſimas 
lation, as well as of other things it makes 
them-part with z,-and indeed-1t is therthigh 


| time for the Sou] to-put offfher:Diſguiſes; 
4 whenſhe is ready to pur off thervery Body 


nal 0 25140; 1012145 ASG3 

One thing then. that I was conſidering 
( Sophrozia ) was, -in how wretched: a cone 
ditionl ſhould now be, 'if[ had been of-the 


fame Mind with the generality of thoſe, 


who are of the ſame Age'with me: For 
theſe-preſume, that Youth is/as well made 


for Pleaſures, :as capable of them.,. and is 


not more a I emptation to Vanity, than ah. 
Excuſe for it. They imagine themſelvesto 


 doagreat Matter, if, whilſt Youth laſts, 


they do ſo much as reſolve to grow better 
wheg. it is gone. and they think, That for 
a Man to be otherwiſe than Intentionally 
Religious before his Hair begin to change 
Colour, were not only to loſe the privi- 
ledges of Youth, but to incroach: upon 
thoſe of old Age. But alas! How tew 
are Deſtroy'd by that incurable Diſcaſe, in 
compariſon.to.thoſe that Dye before they 
attainit ? Andhow little comfort isitupon - 
L A 


y 
, 


(146). 
a Death Bed, tothink, that by the courſe 


of Nature,a Man might have Lived longer, 


when that veryT hought might juſtly prove | 


Diſmal to 'an unprepar'd Man, by  ſug- 


geſting to him, that this early Death may | 


argue the Meaſure of his Ioiquities exceed- 


ing great, and that this untimely End is | 


Not ſo much a Debt due to Nature, as a 


Puniſhment of: Sin. All the fruition of | 


thefe deluding Pleaſures of Sin, cannot 
countervail the Horrour that a dying Man's 
Review of them Will create, who not only 
ſees himſelf upon the poiat of leaving them 
for ever, but of ſuffering for them as long, 
And on the contrary, the Review of Youth- 


- 


ful pleaſures declin'd for Virtae's or Religh |' 


on's ſake, will afford a Dying Man far 
— than their Fruition would ever 
have afforded him. | 


——_O_— 
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MEDITATION KXIT. 
Upon the ſame SubjeF. 
' A Ndone thing more there is, ( Sophro- 


z2ia ) that I dare not conceal from 


you , how much cauſe foever I have to. 
bluſh at the diſclofing itz And it is, that | | 


judge quite otherwiſe of a competent 


prepa- | 


E 


ns -. - 


| preparation for Death now 1 am near ir, 


than I did when I was jo health. And 
therefore, if one, that, ſince his Conſcie 
was firſt tchorowly awakened, (till refolv'c 


| tobea Chriſtian, and though he.copoften 


broke thoſe good Reſolutions, never re- 
noune'd them, but cripp'd and ſtumbled in 


_ the way to Heaven, without quitting bis 


purpoſe of continying in it, fads a formi- 
dableneſs in the approach of Death : How 
uncomfortable muſt that approach be to 
thoſe that have ſtill run on io the ways of 
Sin, without once ſo much as ſeriouſly in- 
tending to forſake them? A Youth, free 
from. Scandal, and ſometimes produGive of 


Pradtices that were ſomewhat more than 


Negative picty, is not-ſo frequent among 


_ thoſethat want .not opportunities to.enjoy 


the Vanitics.and Pleaſures of the World, 
but that the Charity of other being ſecon- 


| dedby thatgreat inwardflatterer Sejf-love, 


made me imagine that was in a Condition 
fitter to wiſh for Death than to fear it. 
But now [come to look on Death near at 
hand, and ſee beyond the Grave, that is juſt 
under me, that bottomleſs Gulf of Eter- 
pry 5: me-thioks te is a very bard thing to 

e ſufficiently prepar'd for a Change, that 
will rraoſmic us to the Bar of an Omni- 


(cicat Jadge, tobe 274 Dootn'd toancnd- 


2 leſs 


- (148) 
leſs ſtate of infinite {Happineſs or Maſexy.: 
Fhere is no' Att of Memory like a Death»: 
Beds'Review of ones Life 3 Sickneſs,and gy 
nearer-Proſpe&t of Death, often; makes: a 
Man* remember thoſe Attions' wherein; 
Youth and Jollity made: him-forget his] 
Dity'; and' thoſfe- frivolous, ' Arguments, 
which' when he 'was in Health, and free 
fromDiiger, were able to. excuſe himita 
his own - indulgent- Thoughts; the . himſelf 
will ſcarce now-think Valid enough to ex» 
cuſe him unto God; before: whom, -it the 
finle(s-Angelscover their Faces;:41ofulMare 
tals' may juſtly tremble to: be brought:ta 
appear.'* When: the approach 'of--Death 
makes the Bodily Eyes grow Dim, thole. of | 
the Conſcience ate enabledto diſcern} 
That as to many'of the: Pleas wweformerly: 
acquieſc'd in, it was the. prevatence:of our 
Senſes that made us think:ithem- Reaſon 
Atid-hone of that'-Jolly..company; while 
exainples prevaird: with-us2to: joyn::with | 
them in a courſe'of. Vanity, will ſtand;-by | 
us at the Bar to excuſe' theAdGions:;they 
tempted us tot? And:1f they:were:theney | 
they would-be ſoifar from:being;: ables» 
juſtifie us, thr they would:be condewnd 
them(ſclves.-' ”Tisitrue,”( Sophbronia ) if wt” 
conſider Death* only as the zxonclufton: of 
Lite, and a Debt all Men ſooner 6r ater 
1 pay 


i. (149) th 
|. :þay to Nature;-not only.a Chriſtian,- but 
 oMan; may entertain it without Horrour * 
But: if one eonfider it a$:a-'change!,- That 
after, baving"lett his' Bos y- to. rot i-.the 
+G5ave;z will bring his Souh to the Tribunal 
- {ot, God, to anſwer the miſcarriages of his 
whole: paſt: Life; and regeive there an-unal- 
'terable Sentence that wHl Doom him. to 
endleſs. and unconceivable Joys, or ever- 
. laſting and inexpreſiible.Torments; Ethiok 
_ + tis. not" Inconfiltent either: with Piety, or 
{ «Cotirage, toilook upon 1d great a change 
with ſomething of Commotion : And many 
;thatwwould: nat fear to; be put out-.of the 
;World',' will apprehend: to: be let. into 
;Eternity, | -: 8-5 


M———— 


MEDITATION XII. 


A further Continuation. 

6 ey thing , Sopbronia , which my 
{-\ preſent (fate ſuggeited to me, was, a 
RefleQion'on the great miſtake of thoſe 
thatthink 'a Death-Bed the ficteſt and op- 
- Portuneſt: place to begin 'Repentance in : 
Bur'fure theſe Men are very little acquaint- 
ed, either with the diſadvantages of a dan- 
_ gerous Sickneſs , or the nature of Repen- 

ja L 3 tance. 


| 


| — | 
tance. 'Tis true, that Sin and; Death do |. 
' more eafily frighten one, when they are | 
Jook'd on as both together: But I much 
doubt whether the being frighted by Hell 
be ſofhicjefn to give a Man a well-grounded 
hope of Heavens For when we ſee Sin and 
Torment at one view , and fo near oneto 
ahother, 'tis not ſo eaſie to be ſure which' | 
of the two it is that, as we preſume, ſcares | 
the Sinner towards Heaven. And furely 
Repentance, which ought ro bethe change 
of the whole Man, and in ſome ſenſe the 
work of the whole Life, is mw improper- 
ly begun, when Men have finiſhed: that 
courſe, which it ſhould have guided theta 
io : Nor have mencauſe to preſume, that 
when God is ſeverely puniſbing them for 
their Sins, he will vouchſafe them ſo great - 
a Grace as that of Repentance, which they 
would none of, till it could not make them 
ſerviceable to him. And asfor the oppor- | 
eunity 'tis hop'd an expiring State may give 
Men for Repentance; 'they muſt needs be | 
great Strangers to great Sickneſſes, that can 
promiſe themſelves ſo unlikely a matter: 
Who: can ſecure them, that the Acuteneſs 
of the Diſeaſe will not invade the Brain” 


and as [Delirtums and Phrenlies are not ut- | 


frequent 10 Feavers, and other acute Dib 
eaſes, (010 caſe they happen to' perſevere, - 
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the Wretched Patient is caſt into a deſpe- 
" rate condition, ev'a on this fide the Grave, 
- and as near asthe Fody istoits Diſſolution, 
the 24a may be Dead a pretty while before 


It. | | 

| But ſuppoſing he eſcape theſe Accidents, 
which make Repentance impoſſible, a dan- 
gerous Sickneſs has other Circumſtances 
enough ta make it very uneafie : For the 
Organical faculties of the Mind cannot but 
be dull'd and prejudic'd by the Diſcompo- 
ſure of the Spirits, by which their Fun- 
Rions are to be exercis'd ; and the ſenceof 
Pain, the troubleſome preſcriptions of 
Phyſitians, the loathſome and bitter Poti- 


the Languiſhments produc'd by want of 
Spirits, the Reſtleſneſs proceeding from 
eat and want of Sleep, the diſtrating 

— Importunity of thoſe intereſted Perſons, 
eſpecially if any of them be ſuſpeted to 
hover about the Dying Man's Bed, as Birds 
of Prey that wait for a Carcaſs , the Sighs 
and Tears of Friends and Relations that 
come to take their laſt Faxewel, and to Im- 
bitter it , The Lawyer that muſt be di- 
refted to draw up the Will, the Divine 

; that muſt be allowed to ſay ſomething con- 
_ cerning the Soul, and the affrighted Con- 
ſcience, that alone brings more diſquier 


L 4 thay, 


ons, the weakning Operation of Phylick , . 


* 
*. 
” 


—_ 


- (152) HE; 
than all the reſt puttogether , do make a 
Dying Man's' condition fo Amazing ,' fo 
Diſma!, and ſo Diſtraftiog, that to think | 
this-an Opportune time to begin ſuch a | 
work, (which may well enough 1mploy the 
whole Man'inbis calmeſt ſtate of mind) 
-is a Madneſs as great as any, that ev'o a 
Death+Bed can, by the tranſlation of the 
Humours into the Brain, occaſion: For my | 
-part, I think it ſo wild, and fo unadviſable | 
a thiog to put off the! beginning to provide | 
-all Graces to a Death-Bed, thatT think it | 
, unealie enough ſo muchto as exerciſe the# | 
thoſe that were acquir'd before ; Men being | 
1n that ſtate: commonly unable ſo much as 
.to Reap the conſolation they have been - 
Sowing all along a pious Life. On, 
And: this ( Sephronia )) brings into m 
mind a conſideration , which being take 
from the very nature of a Death-Bed Re- 
pentance, '{hould me-thinks very- much 
deterr Men from reſolving before-hand to 
rely on itz: And it is this, That granting 
'thoſe ( Socians, and pthers ) to be'miſta- 
kev, that think fo late a Repentance to 
come too late to be available ; yet the 
Dying Sinner, though he'may be kept from 
deſpair of paſling ro Heaven, can ſcarce in |, 
an OrGinary-way. have a. comfortable aſſu- .. 
rance of geiting thither : For though it be ; 
mY <4 8 ſaid, ? 
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RT, © He 
| faid, Thatatrue Repentance cannot co 
'-too late, yet it is a hardthing to be certain, 
that ſo late a Repentance 1s true. -. Stgee 
Repentance confelfealy importeth an aban- 
doning and renouncing of Sin, at leaſt in 
Hearty purpoſe and reſolution 5 'tis, very 
difficult for an habitual Sinner,that remem- 
bers what vows and purpoſes of change 
of Life, Sickneſles or Dangers have foxe- 
merly induc'd him to make, which were 
forgotten, or violated, when the appre+ 
henfions that occaſion'd them were. over z 
*tis hard I fay for ſuch a One to be ſure; , 
that his preſent Repentance is not of the 
ſame ignoble and uncurrent kind., ſince 
| he has no Experience to ſatisfie him that it 
would be ordinarily,though not conſtantly, 
revalent over the oppoſite. Temptations 3 
and fince alſo ( which is mainly to be con- 
fider'd ) *tis ſo eafie for a Man to miftake 
for the true hatred of Sin, and the love of 
God, a horrour of Sin .ſpringicg from the 
preſent painful ſence of the Miſchicf pros, - 
cur'd by it, together with the great fear. of 
the approachiogTorments that it threatens, 
and a ſtrong defire of going to Heaven , 
whenſeeing bimſelf unable to ſtay any lon- 
ger on Earth, he muſt get thither to eſcape 
Hell. And as it is thus difficult, when a 
Man already feels much Puniſhment for 


Sia 


a . 
” *# 


55 —_— 
Sin, and ſees himſelf in danger of more, 
to diſcern m_ upon what account it is, 
that he is forry fo 

ſo it muſt be certainly a ſtate unſpeakably 
_ anxious and uncomfortable to find ones 


ſelf —__— the Grave, without know- 
t 


ing whether the laſt Trumpet ſhall call 
him thence to Heaven, or to Hell : Andif 


he ſhould be deceiv'd in Judging of the 
a 


Validity of his Repentance, the fata] ers 
rour would be remedileſs, and. the miſtake 
far ſadder and more horrid. than that of 
the Syrians, who, when they thought they 


were arriv'd Victorious at Dotben, found 


themſelves at the mercy of their Enemies 
in Samaria, 2 Kings 6. 18, To conclude, 
( 80pbronia ) he that reſolves not to re- 
nonuee his Sins, till he thinks Chriſt raedy 


to renounce him for them, may very pro- 


bably loſe his Soul, and has moſt certaioly 
loſt his Ingenuity ; and that will appear a 
very ſad loſs for a Man, that being by Death 
denied the opportunities of actual lead- 

Inga new and pious Life, muſt derive his 
_ comfort from the aſſurance that he ſig- 
cerely intends it. 


MEDI- 


r what he has committed 5, 


— 


| 


| 
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7. 
MEDITATION XIV. 
 Vpon the apprehenſions of « Relapſe, 


| Have now at leogth, E»ſebis, by the 
| goodneſs of God, regain'd that meaſure 
Of Health, which makes the DoQor allow 
me to return to my former Studies, and 
Recreations, and Dyet 3 and ina word, to 
my wonted courſe of Life, ſo that the Phy- 


- firian having diſmiſs'd himſelf, nothing 


ſeems more ſeaſonable and pertinent to my 
preſent Condition, than that of our Saviour 
to the Paralitick Man, to whom: he gave 
both Recovery, and an Admonition, which 


if he obey'd, he found the more advan- 


tagious ofthe two; Behold, thon art made 
whole, Sin mo more, leſt a worſe thing come 
##to thee. But I am not fo free from the 
dpprehenſions of an ' Ague, as my Friends 
think me from the dange ; 


er of it : For ha- 
ving ſadly Experienc'd 'the uneafineſs of. 
Sickneſs, I am thereby brought, though at 
no cafie Rate, to ſet a high Value upon 
Health, and be a very Jealous Preſeryer of 
ſo great aBleſling 3 and thoſe petty Chil- 
neſles that formerly 1regarded not, but was 
apt to impute to nothing but Fumes of the 
Spleen, or Melancholy Vapours, are now 

oe Vee ET pL able 


able to give me hot Alarms, and make me 
apt to Grey che the fore-runners, "if not 
the beginners, of the cold fit of an Ague, 
the - fixſt© Tnviſfion* af -thati Diſeaſe: havin g 


regulirities in' point . of Dyer, -or of: any 
-other kind: that may anyways endanget a 
Relapſe into the:Diſcaſe thae: once handVal 
me foil. ' But:why. ſhould: be more ap- 
prehenfive- for my Body than'my- Mind? 
and-if at any time ( as it may but taooften 
happen) any 'Sin {ſhould/come to be pre- 
valent in my Mind, why-{houldyglt not be 
follicitouſly afraid of all the occafions:and 
approaches of it, and tremblexat theſe Com- 
 motions'of the Apperite, which would not 
' elſe perhaps be formidable'to:me, in caſe 


I have found that ſuch Beginnings indulg'd + 
' or neglected have ended inaQtual Sin; the 


real Diſeaſe of the Soul © and as dange 
-rous-Sickneſses: do: for|the moſt part leave 
a crafie Difpofition behind: them; which 

' threatens Relapſes, ſo Sins 'once' prevalent; 
though afterwards ſuppreſt,-do':yet leave 
behind them a ſecret Diſpaſition: or: Pro+ 
penſity to the Repetition of the fame faults; 
and as 'tis lefs difficult to find: examples: of 
Bodily Dileaſes , than of Spiritual -ones ; 
Where the Patient is proteCted from: Re- 


been preceded by thelike Diſtempers 3 and 
accerdiogly,*Fcarefa}ly avoidthe leaft To 


lapſes, 
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lapſes, ſo Lthink we ſhould. be more watch# 


| full againſt falling back intoithe Sins, than, 
| into.theSickneſles, we have oncefound our: 
* ſelves ſubje@-20, uoleh' we would think, 
— thata greater Danger, and ofa.Nobler part, 
deſerv'd-leſs of Qur care. ,- 77 +... 
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| Upon bis Reviewing and Tacking together the 


| 1i ſeveral, Bills fil up. in the Apothecary's, , 
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F;\ktber. my. Curioſity, Sopbronia,. or my 
47! Value ;,of ;Health, has made; it, my 


| Cuſtom ,,,when, I have. paſs'd.through, a 


courſe of, Phyfick, to review the particus 
lars it eonliſted of 5 That: taking notice by - 
what Remedics:I found moſt good, apd by - 

what, little.or none; if. 1 ſhould fall into 
thelike Diſtemper for the. future, 1 might 
_ derive, ſome afvantage frommy paſt Ex= 
P#ence... In-compliance with this Cuſtom, 
AavT was, this Day reviewing, avd putting 


- 
by 


ry on 


together the, NoCor's ſeveral Preſcriptions 
ſent, me: back. by the Apothecary ;. Good 

 Ged1 ;faid 1, in my (elf, what;a multitude 
:of unpleaſant Medicines have beeg,.or- 
derid to take ;_ The very Numbring, and 

rags Reading 


we). 
Reading hin were ableto diſcom poſe me; 


= make me almoſt Sick, though the ta- 


of them help'd ro "make me Well, 
h certainly, if whin I was about to enter 
19to a © of Ph fick, all theſe loath- 
ſome Medicines, an ancaſic reſcriptions, 
had been _ to me together,as things 
I muſt take, and cothply with, I ſhould 
have utterly deſpair'd * a Recovery that 
muſt be ſo obtain'd; and ſhould not perhaps 
hive undertake ſo difficult and tedious 4 
Work ,  ovit of an aþprehenfion thar. it 
would | prove impolſible for me to go tho- 
row with i it. Thus wheh a Man conſiders | 
the Drittes, and the Mortificarions, that are | 
_—_ to a recovery out ofa tate of Sin, 
fnto a ſtate of Grace, he muſt be reſolute 
| Enough, ifhe be not deterr'd from under- 
taking the conditions that Piety __ 
by ſo many and great. difficulties as 
[teens themſelves to his affrighted Ime- 
on 2: But let not this make him De 
| dent 3 for "tis true, that theſe dif 
compoſing Medicines, if T muſt have taken 
Þ 6 ca part of themin oneD 
would have either difpatch'd me, or l 
abled me to indure the bars the next. 
Bur then, although 1 now ſce theſe rrouble- 
_ fotne Preſcriptions all at once, I did not 
IAGEEEIER only one or two barſh 


Reme- 


1 C299) 
Remedies in one Day , and thereby was 
enabled to bear them, eſpecially being a(s 
fiſted by moderate Intervalls of Reſpite , 
and ſupported both b+ other ſeafonable 

Cordials, and by that higheſt Cordial, the 
Hope that the #ſe of theſe troubleſome 
means of recovery would foon free me 
from the need of them. And thus, _ | 

the hardſhips of Piety are, by the Ghoſtly 
and Carnal enemies of it, wont tobe re- 
. preſented to one that begins to grow a 
Convert, fo great and formidable a Multi- 
tude as to be inſuperablez yet if he con- 
- fider, that though his fore-ſight-meet with 
them all at once, yet he will need to grap- 
ple with them but one aſter another, and 

may be as:well able tooyercome a 'T 

tation this Day, or to Morrow, as he did 
another Yeſterday : So that to this caſe 
alſo may in ſome ſenſe be applied, that 
( either Counſel, or Precept ) of our Sa- 
'. Viour, not to be ollicitous for to Morrow, 
but tocharge no more upon a Day than the 
trouble that belongs to it. And if he con- 
fiders too, That as a wiſe Phyſitian has al- 
ways a great care, that his Remedies benot 
diſproportionare tothe Patient's Streogth, 
and after harſh Phyſick to relieve: him 
with Cordials, ſo God will not ſuffer 
thoſe that intruſt themſelves to him to be 
- tempted 


= _w _ 


tempted above what they are able, but will | : 
allow them Cordials after their Sufferings, 


in caſe he do not turn the Sufferings them- | | 


ſelves intq Cordials. . If ( Ifay_)..opr new 
Convert ſhall conſider things of thisNature; 
he will not be much diſcvurag'd by the'ap- 
pearance of difficulties, that will;as much 
ennoble and endear his ſucceſs, as they can 
| oppoſe itz and he will never deſpair of Vi- 

ory in aningagement, where he may juſtly 
hope to have God for his Second, and 
Heaven for his Reward. 
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Ruxrlacrtion I. 


Upon the fight of ſome variouſly Colour'd 
Thus, I. 


FF A606 #7 # 


_ FW "Here is among(t us a fort of vaia 
\ }F and flanting Grandes, who for their 
*- own Unhappineſs, and their Age's, 
do but too much reſemble theſe painted 
Clouds ; for both the one and the other are 
elevated to'a Station, that makes moſt Men 
| look upon them,as far above them;zand their 
Confpicuouſnefs is. often increas'd by the 
bright Sun-ſhine of the Princes favour , 
Which, though. it really leaves them Crea- 
tures of the ſame frail Nature that it found —__ 
. them af, does yet give them a Luſtre and a 
Gawdinefs, that much attraQs.the Eyes, 
al and 


wont tobe amus'd, if notdaz!'d, with thar | 


infignificant Out-fides. But the Paralle] 


' holds further 3-for-as; in ſpight'of theſe 


Clouds ſublimity and conſpicuouſneſs, they 
are but aery and uoſolid things, - conſiſting 
'of Vapours, and ſteer'd by every Wind: 
_ So the fine People I am comparing them 
_ to, in ſpight of their Exaltation, and of all 
_ the ſhew they make, are really but ſlight 
Perſons, deſtitute of intrinfick and ſolid 
worth, and guided either by their 'own 


blind Luſts, and Paſſions, or elſe by Inte- | 


reſts as fickle as thoſe, ( to which it will be 


no addition to fay ) or as variable as the 


Wind. Andas theſe Clouds, though they 
ſeem vaſt as well as high, and are perha 
able.for a while,to make the Sky ſomewhat 


dark, have uſually but a ſhort duration,and | - 


either quickly fall down in Rain, or: are 
quite diſſipated, and made to diſappear: 
So. theſe Titled perſons, what ſhew ſoever 
their Greatneſs makes, do oftentimes,either 
by a voluntary Humility and Repentance, 
as it were, deſcend of their own accor 


and, by doing of good, endeavour to ex- | 


pence and make amends for their former 


ſcleſneſs, if not Miſchiefs ; or eſe, after 


haviog been for a while ſtared at; they do 
. (ome 


and perhaps the Envy and Reſpect of thoſe 


* \ 
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(ome of them-more flowly,,and ſome tore 
abruptly) vaniſh, withour leaving behind 
| themanything that can ſo'much as eneet- 
tain our Sight'in the very place, wherebe- 
fore: they: ingrofs'd it :: And ' this Ruine 
forhetimes happens to the 'thoſt "Elevated 
perſons, from that very Prince, whoſe fa- 
your made'them attra&'fo many Eyes 3 /as 
Clouds - are oftentimes difpers'd”' before. 
Night, by theſfame Sun that had rais'd add 
gilded them inthe Morning.” ©» 1762577; 
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REFLECTION IL 


Upon bis making of a Fire. © 

[ JOw many fruitleſs Blaſts have T been. 
+ I ſpendidg upon this ſulleo Fire ! *'T'was 
| mot, though, the Greenneſs of this Wood, 
that madeit ſo uneafie to be kindled , bur, 
"ewas alone the greatne(s 'of the Logps, 
on'which-the Fire could.take no hold, but 
by the intervention of. ſuch ſmaller Stitks 
. 88 were at 'firſt' wanting here :-- Witneſs, 
, that | had no ſoover laid on a little Bruſh» 
wood, but the Flame, from thoſe kindled 
Twijggs, invading and prevailing on the 
Billets, grew ſuddeply great enough to: 
2 threaten 


, 
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threaten-to.make the Houſe it ſelf part of 
its Fuel, and/'turn it 'to ſuch Aſhes as it 
makes haſte to' reduce the Wood into; 
Me-thinks the 'blaze» of this Fire: ſhould 
light;me'to diſcern ſomething: inſtructive 
Init: Theſe Blocks may repreſent our Ne- | 
ceſſary, theſe Sticks our leſs important, 
Religious practices, and this afpiring Flame, 
the: -ſubtile Inhabitor of © that of Hell; 
Twill be but ſucceſleſly, that the Devileat 
attempt our. grand Refolves, till he have 
| firſt Maſter d our lefs conſiderable ones; 
and made his ſucceſſes againſt theſe, not 
only Degrees, but Inſtruments, in the de- 
* ſtroyingof the other : Our more negleed 
and ſeemipgly.trivialAfﬀeCtions, having once 
receiv'd his Fiery impreflions, do eafily | 
impart them to higher Faculties, and ferye 
to kindle ſolider Materials.;: It 1s therefore 
the fafeſt way,' tobe faithful evin to our 
leſſer Determinations, and watchful- over 
our leſs predominant Paſhons, and when- 
ſoever we find our ſelves tempted: to vio- 
Jate the former, or[negle the latter, not 
fo barely to caſt one Eye upon- the ſeem- 
ing conſiderableneſs- of what we are. in- | 
tic'd to, as not to fix the other upon the 
Conſequences that may attend it; and 
therein to conſider the importance of what' 
ſ\uch ſlighted things may, as they are ma- | 
| | pag'd, 


—— 
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pag'd, prove Toſtrumental, either to 
Bora or. PeSenyai: tba: 
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REFLECTION { Th v 2 
\ \Cyoma my Spariel' s Carefulneſt not. » ſe j3 
MR WO « fravge phece,... | 445 
NY Ws my fray at Mage, while kay 
D Body this, Cur chanc't:to'meet,;:made 
ſo much of their Landl@rdis: Spaniel; that 
they ſeemvh t9 have addedto Oracles that | 
Proverb of; Lowe #1e',q. Jobs aiy\ Dog {thi * 
cajall'd- Guy would. neverikeep at home 5 
= being; yelcom'd to; ſb: many places: a- 
few Viſits, [that - colt 'me 
not the yd of ſending for him-|- iBut 
now, that weare in a plack: where he ſees 
not more Men than Strangers, he ſtirs not 
from my Heels, and waits ſo cloſe, and 
carefully, that 1t were now more difficult 
to loſe him, than-it was formerly to keep 
him from wandring. Thus doth it gene- 
rally fare withrus 5 whilſt weare environed 
with numerous outward ,ObjeRs, which, 
ſwiling on us, give our Gaddings to them, 
the Temptation of an inviting welcomez 


how inclin'd are we to forget and wander 
om. our great Maſter : But when -we are 


M 3 depriv'd 


RR 


ys 


| wy my 
| depriv'd: of thi Prveigling Couriers, our 
Maker too is freed from th-{e ſetycing RE + 
vals, and our undiſtrated AﬀeRions are 
brought to'ſetle on their nobleſt ObjeQ, 
by the removal, (and the diſplacing, as well 
as they would be by the Knowledge and 
che Unteryiluarion; of infetior vhes. Lord/ 
when'T loſea Fiend, ' or aty-butward Idol 
of my Fondnefs, teach me to reduce him: 
tolcavs: thee his Helr, by tiling that loſs 
for:ra, Summons;"ro-travefer- wnd fetle my” | 
whold Love an!Þhees! atid''if Thou 'byt 
vouchlafe tor nike) me fo HDappy', 1 ſhall 
think my.ſelf erjough >, not? roehvy him, 
0: wes 50k loſs:of his Aſſes prov $4 ar) 66s 
caſion-bf his finding a Crown's: and 
not f-much Regret what cy Diſpenſatis#9 | 
ſhHll have. takey"From me,->ao Gratulate" rs. 
my 1elf- their. -bayipg redue' q "me unto 
cat Wet ES 
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AEFLPOTION- IV. | 
-- b: ";f 
; Thom the. pro ietonſly wet Wether , whis 
. bapper d:-theQunemer that Colcheſtet ** 


"INES Fg.) £pahuanh, 


Ow Grangely vnſcaſdbeble 1. this 
Mclancholy weather / and how tedi* 


"Y 
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6ns' 4 Winter have'we endur'd this Sum- 
mer? More-thar theſe fewlaſt Weeks have 
not afforded its half as many Days, wherein 
we were'neither troub!'d'with Showry, or 
threaten'd by Cloudy wether 5 'and we in 
Englani have great Tempratidns to envy 
Natures wn met hodes, os _ 

if 'it be true what'Geographers |, "2005 
relate' of that: ſand, Cans a' Fre 7 On 
Rarity for the Inhabitants to ſee! «nd Clondy,bur 


one . hour. - 10x 


Pd 


| aday paſs without their ſeeing er the 84m 


the'Sur! * For among us,' the' finerth (un, 
Confuſions of 'our Country _ 
ſet to have infefted our very ul ſazs the 
Air, and Serenity is as great'a {m2 of 5y- 
Rarity' io the Sky, as in Mens © © 
Conſciences ; -{o'that thoſe, who are wont 
to make Fires,” not againſt Winter , but a- 
_ gainſt Cold ,' have generally difplac'd the 
ford; and the'verdent Ornaments of their 
Chimneys, and think Y»lcar more proper 
there than Flora 3 and ſome begin to doubt, 
_ whether our Almanacks be not miſtaken, 
by calling this Month: J#ly inſtead of No- 
vember; But notwithltanding all this ap- 
pearance of Winter above our Heads, yet 
whilſt 'we ſee, that Cherries, and Straw- 
berries, and other Summer-fruit>, do grow, 
and,though but ſlowly,make a.Progreſs to- 
wards Maturity in our Orchards, we doubt 
| | M 4 not 
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not that 'tis Summer, -aod expettthat theſe 
Fruits, thongh they will not-be early-ones, 
will at length come to be ripe ones. | | 
. . Thus, for;Reaſons',. which, though -we | 
Know not yet, our koowing of God may 
4" 46 us. to, be both Wiſe, and Juſt. « 
pious Soul may ſometimes be reduced to ſo 
fad'a Condition, that the Face of; Heaven, | 
doesto Her, appear perpetyally over-caſt; 
and. the. Tokens .of Gods Dilpleafure do 
fo cloſely fallow.one another, that, to-bor- 
row Solowrons Phraſe, . The Clonds... return 
after the Rain: But if, notwithſtanding all _ | 
this, the ſeemingly deſerted Soul, do, hike 
the good ground mention'd in the Golpel, 
bring forth. Fruit with Perſeverance. $iif 
Prayer, Charity, Refignation , and - thoſe 
other Divine Graces, that are-wont to-be 
the proper. and penuine-Productions:iof 


Gads Spirit, do. flouriſh,;;and proſper. in | 


the Squl, we-may ſafely; conclude that Squl; 
, thaygh never ſo diſconſolate,..to be in the 
{tate of Grace, and that ſhe really receives 
the bleſt Afſiſtances of Him, who-can alone 
give the Increaſe ('to, the Seeds of«Piety. 
and Virtue ). though not-in the. glad. and 
conſpicuous way of an unclouded Heaven, 
yet. in the effeCtual, though ſecret, Method: 
of fructifying Influences 5 : and -we.: may 
realonably hope., That He that has nk 
gp © 3 1 Od OnNy 
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009) 
only hegun « good Work, but earry'd. it on 
thorow. ſack Inpedirments, and Diſadvan- 


tages, will perfe& it, by bringing the ſlow, 
| but yer gradually,ripening Fruit tothe due 


Perfe&tion : For thoſe that are the humble 
Chriſtians proper Graces: do+ ſo miich 'de- 
bis biding;Þimſclf- in, Clouds need .not 
make us doubt the Fruits.we ſee, :t6-be:the 
Productions of :the'Sar of / Righteouſneſs, 
though we ſee him not. We muſt not baſti- 
ly concludeit Winter with the Soul,though 
the Heaven be Lowring ; provided 
Earth: be.:Fruutful 5: but . remember; that 
the favipgInfluence-of Gods Spirie maybe, 
where his comfortable Preſence is not» per» 
c&iv'd ;- The: Living in:ſenfible. Comforts 
and Joys, -is-rather'a: part ef out Reward; 
than of our:Duty 5 and:that ( conlequent- 


lyY:itmayfave many Modeſt and Piouspet- 


| fora great dealof Diſquiet, if they would 


learn to judge of theit: Spiritualcondition, 
rather -by: the Duties, and Services, they 
pay God; than by rhe. yreſept- Confola- 
tions he voncbſafes Thewrz, or, in, a' word; 


ws what they do, than by whatthey: 
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REFLBOTION-v, ; 


| pon bu 6 being © o'd toata Feaſh; 
r ow many hands hath this Plats 
, before it came' to mines 'and 
ws f! ancers I'bow'dto every ong'of thoſe 
thathefpt ro Conveigh it, I kept my chief 
and. ſolemneſt Acknowledgment for the fair 
Lady :chat:fent 4. - Why ſhould/@::chou 
riot, O.my'Soul, inftrutt thy Gratitude-td 
tread; i-che ſteps. of thy Civility-2-When 
thou keg any Frayons. — F athey 
of Lights, from whom every perfec} 
Gift comer:down, p pay a ficeiogſha re- of «by 
thanks 10 them that and it! to. ny ee but 
thorow albthofe means, look principally to 
_ dock ſends It's — not-the Pj 
uſu nthe Spring, (that-were: as: 
fd, © {twere CS Gem or yagr 2 
Platey or atbeſt, tothoſs "169% 0-0 
dirymipa it, with-a negle(t' of theELady ) but 
ys pay hy: due: iy #9 cheats ro the 
 Reachers, that thowbe {nw toreſervethy' 
ipal /Thaoks ; and: higheſt ſtrains na 
Gratitude, for the Giver, : 


R E- 
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REFLECTION vi 


a62he bt of 4 Leoking-gleſs with. 
' Oh Ke # rich Frame. / + 


"I" ©; © 2. | 
"Eogenis, Lindawor, Fuſebims, w 
"His Glaſs hes # Frame ſo ani 


Lind, 4 
ous, and ſo rich, that though 
ri&buld! ſcarce; if-I would; with-hold'm 
Ty from Garidg here ; 3 yer, Fbelieve, thi 
fatiorr it has* on my/Corioſiry, 75s'no 
fore than what it gene rally! has' on'that 
others 3 ;' and by 'the attention with which 
;ev'n" ou” Gentlemen, firveightt; #1 
«in caflly aded, that' otre Roy 
be's Lady, "hore pair byſugh'a Love 
offr without rep iripg'ro it: ow 
Tam'm my your'ox Mandan; Lite 
Pro ores he as ej has oftefr 
made me'a $1 the "many fe 
verer Perſons are o El ence in Ser 
mobs : "For as if this _ ſs had _ 
FenD herejo' a medy or tomimon Fram 
c& have ſtopp'd us inour Pale 
fapethrou h'the Rooni, or have invited us: 
 toconfult ity fo a Sermon, may, by the 
nicer fort of Auditors, be left unregarded, 
Tough it be for Subſtance excellent * 
| When 
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. doth as well La As attract 
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| wry 
When, as the Frame, though it be not part 
of the Glaſs, por ſhews: ns any part of our 
Faces, does yet, by its curious Work-man- 
ſhipyattractous yes, avg! 'fſa. invite..us to - 
conſult the Glafs,.that-ig eld forthin it'; 
othe Wit, and fine Language, wherein it 


_ xdregd up, though 'itbe no Eſſential or 


Theological part of the Sermon, yet it is 
afiop nt Wiyeh 4 invites Men to hear,.or 


th. - 
” Lind, I thibk en * Eugeniva,, oat 
Le and\Eloquence do highly Tecomment 
Sermons, and devout Compeſures, ta .the 
'Gurioſity. and Attention of ſome, .that &lſe - 
would ſcarcely mind them 5.and upon that. 
indo Lallow of your: .Comp iſoo, .but 
_ me leaye to carry hows ihe e ung [I 
obſcrving., That. as the. cyrious Fram 
ed 


= 


wh own te ru Imager and Features ;. ion 
will this Gawdy frame ſhew him, what bs. 


_ otherwiſe than it ſhould be, , the diſcovery. 


of which , nevertheleſs, in order to the 
reQi fyiog 


1 —_ *4C73) | 
_ rectifying. what 1s: amiſs4\-4s'the principal 
and genuine/uſe- of a'Looking-glaſs 3-/and 

Slwokate: as no skilful Manwill jadge-of 

the goodneſs of a Glaſs,' by the fineneſs of 

theFrame, but rather by-\its-giving /hima 
true-Repreſentation of: his Face, without 
liking it the: worſe, for ſhewing- him: ts 

Moles, and Warts,/and otherBlemithes, it it 

have agy-3 ſo no wiſe Chriſtian will jadge 

of a rowſingiSermon, 'rather by the Lan- 
guage, than the Divinity, or will think the 
worle of a good Book, for diſcovering his 


% 


' Faults, or making 'bim think the worſe of 

his own, or other Mens, ill courſes.” m7 
 "Evſeb. Let me add, Gentlemany, that as 
when a.Glaſs has.a rich-and gawdy Frame; 
Childrens.Eyes: are! oftentimes ſo enter- 
tain'd and amus'd with it, that they are res» 
gardleſs of any thing elſe; and for the ſake 
_ ofcharpart, which they can bur ſee, 'they 
are unmindful to conſult that uſefuller.part, 
whoſe Office it is, | to-diſcover to them, 
themſelves : So, when there is too much of 
Rhetorick in a-Sermon, many, that ſhould 
not be Children, have: their Attention, nor 
only ſo attracted, but ſodetain'd, by that, 
that they are not therebyinvited to conſult, 
but diverted from regarding, the more in- 
ſtructive part of the Diſcourſe. And the 
more-Witty and Critical fort of Auditars, 
«are . 


« 174) 
are/ſo much -mote-accuſtom'd to judge of 
Sermons, than-to judge of themſelves' by 
them, that they deal with them,as if, in this 
Glaſs, a Man ſhould only praiſe or dif 
conimend the Work-man-ſhip of the enje 
_ bod Imagesofthe Frame, mihoge cariry 
tomake' uſe of the Glaſs t+ ſelf, ro men 
any thing he finds outof order about bin 
For thus, theſe Faſtidious and Cenſorious 
hearers, make no other Uſe-or Repetition 
of Sermons, thanto cenſute or applaud the 
Expreſſions, and: Contrivances, ( which 
ſhould d be look'd: upon-but- as the Oruas 
ments pf it )without mindivfithe Do@rine, 
or carihgto/amendwhat that has diſcover'd 
tobe amiſs in them,. Bur it muſt. ,be CON 
Feſs'd; though Imuſt Grieve and Bluſh, it 
can be truly fo, that it is buttoo often. a3 
the Scripture ſomewhere complains, 
People, like Prieft ; -and that there -is' a fon 
of Preachers, 'and/thoſe of the moſt Gele+ 
brated; who takea Courſe:more likely to 
encourage, than'reform, ſuch Hearers, -aod 
which would./perhaps, make Men ſuch gf it 
did-not find: them fo :- For ane of this ſort 
of Preachers ( for. Iam loth to .ca)l them 
Divines ) appears more ſollicitous to make 
his Expreſſions, than to make his Hearers, 
good. And whereas, theſe that are con- 
.cern'd for the —_— or- the ſaving. of 


_ 


py 


Souls, | 
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' Souls,. tink it. a le6 fre. fign;of:.a, good 
| Sermon, that it makestheHeazersapplaud 

the Preacher, than that ir makes them con- 

demn themſelves : The Orator Iam:;men- 
tioning, had much rather hear their Prailes, 
than their Sighs.z and. accordingly is more 
ſollicitous to tickle their Ears, than, how 
much need ſoever there be of it, ;tolaunce 
their Conſciences : He may, with far more 

Truth than Piety, invert the Profeſſion of 

Saint Pa#l, and ſay, that he-preaches #08 

Chriſt crucified, but himſelf 5 and though 

now and then he ſeem very vehemently ta 

declaim againſt Vices, yet-one may eaſily 
enough perceive, that 'tis but a perſonated 

Anger, and that he rather fences with Sin, 

than is concern'd todeſtroy it, and ſpeaks 

againſt it rather to ſhew $kill, than. to exer- 
ciſe hatred 3 and as he affects tro appear 
rather an Orator, than a Divine, ſo he is 
well enough content, his Auditors ſhould 
rather admire his good Language, than fol- 
low his beſt Counſel: And, as if all that 
belongs to-Miniſters, and their Flocks,could 
be. perform'd in' the Pulpit, and the Pew, 
he 1s moxe careful to remember his Ser- 
mons before he has deliver'd them, than to 
keep. his Auditors from forgetting them 
alterwaxds 3 andunconcern'd for their Pro- 
liciency, ſeeks but their Praiſes, ſearce ever 
alming 
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at ſomuctrashis own diſcharge. Tn 


a 


a word; in fach kind of Sermons; there is 


hetle ſpokeri, either from the Heart, or to 
the Heart z the Orator and the Auditory 


tacitely agreeing to. deceive themſelves; 


and the Converſion of Sinners, being nei- 
ther theeffe&t, nor the aim, of ſuch | orid, 


but unedifying, Diſcourſes,” the buſineſs is - 
travſlated on both ſides, as if, the Preacher 


thought he had done his part, when he has 
ſhewn his Wit,: and the Hearers thought 


they had done theirs, when they have com-_ 


mended it. 


- 
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REFLECTION vi 


| Upon my Spaniel s fetching, me wy Glove, | 


Yor Cur ! How importunate Is he & to- 


be imploy'd 'about bringing me this 
Glove? and with what Clamours, and how 
many Fawnings, does he court meto fling it 


him#F Tneverſaw him ſo eager for a piece 


of Meat, as I find him for a Glove': And 
yethe knows it is no Food for him, nor is 
it-Hunger that creates his Longings for it 5 
for now I have caſt it him, he does nothiog 


etewith i it, but-( with a kind of Pride to 


be ſent for it, and a fatisfation which - | 
| gla 
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glad Geſtures make appear ſo Great, that 
the very uſe of Speech would not enable 
| him to expreſs it better brings it me back 
again; as he meant. toſhow me, he defir'd 
it not to keep it for himſelf, but only to have 
| Itin his power, to return it as a preſent to 
his Maſter. Bur he muſt not briog me thus. 
| anempty Glove; it is in thee, my Soul, to 
fill this Accident with ioſtruQion,by learn- 
ing from Religion, as dil-intereſs'd a Be- 
baviour towards God, as Nature taught 
this Brute Creature towards me. I will in 
my addreſſes, for Externals, leſs earneſtly 
implore them for the ſervice they may do 


| me, than for the ſervice I may do God with 


them ; and (as Princes Commands are look- 
ed upon by Courtiers asHonours,and asFa- 
vours ) contenting my ſelf with the Sati(- 
' faſtion of being truſted, and imploy'd by 
Him, I will rejoyce at the liberaller Ex- 
preflions of his Love, as they may be im- 
prov'd into proportionable Expreſſions of 
| mine, and. will beg no Largeſs of his 

Bounty, wthout a deſign of referring it to 
his Glor VC 
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REFLECTION VII. 


 Opon the taking np his Horſes from Graſs, 
and giving them Oats before they 
were to be Ridden a Journey. 


Uſt ſo does -God uſually deal with his 
Servants; when he vouchſafes them ex-- 
traordinary Meaſures of Grace, they are to 
look for Employments that will exerciſe1t, 
or Temptations that will try it. 
Thus that great Captain of our Salvation, 
Heb. 12. 2, whom the Scripture ſo much 


. and fo deſervedly exhorts us to have our 


Eyes on, When at his ſolemn Inaugura- 
tion into his Prophetick Office , the Hea- 
vens were open'd, from whence the Spirit 
of God did in a Bodily ſhape deſcend like 
a Dove upon him, accompany d with a 
Heavenly Voice, proclaiming him the Be- 


| loved Son of God, in whom the Father 
1s well pleaſed , Math. 4. Thez, I fay, 
Mark 1.12 that 1s ( as Saint Mark tells us ) z#mme- 


diately, Jeſus ( being, as another Evan+ | 
geliſt has it, fall of the Holy Ghoſt, Luke 
4+ I. ) was led #p of the Spirit into the Wil- 
derneſs to be Tempted of the Devil, That | 
wiſe and merciful Diſpoſer of all things, 


who will not ſuffer his Children to beTempted 
above 


- FO 
above what they are able, ſeaſonably fortifies 
them by theſe preparatory Proviſions and 
Conſolations , for the Labours and Difh- 
culties they are to be exposd to. But 
whereas, if theſe Horſes had reaſon where- 
with to fore-ſee the Journey in order 
whereunto the Provender is ſo plentifully 
given them,they would (if not be troubÞd 
at their good Cheer ) at leaſt loſe much 
of the Pleaſure of it, by thinking of the 
| Labourtoenſue ; with the Servants of God 
the caſe is much otherwiſe. For ſuchis his 
Goodnefsto thoſe he is pleas'd thugyp deal 
with, in propoſing and reſerviog them a 
Crownin ſome ſort proportionate to, and 
yet ineſtimably out-valuing, the Toils and 
Difficulties requiſite to obtainit; that as 
advantageous, and as welcome as his Pre- 
paratory Vouchſafements can be, the pious 
' Soul may well think them leſs Favours 
upon their own account, than as they en- 
able the Receiver to do the more Service 
tothe Giver. \ 
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REFLECTION IX, 


Upon the making of a Fire with Char- 
coal. 


Hoſe that Luſt faſcinates are apt to 
imagine, that if they can ſuppreſs 
its vifible Effects, and ſenſible Heat, that 
will be ſufficient to free them from all the 
Miſchiefs, they need fear from it - But 
Luſt is ſo pernicious a Gueſt, that not only 
heis Pery watchful to intrude again where 
he has once been entertain'd, but. not with- 
ſtanding his Abſence, he may continue to 
do Miſchief to thoſe that ſeem to have 
quite expell'd him. For as Wood that is 
once thorowly ſet on Fire, may afterwards 
bave that Fire quite chok'd, and extin- 
' guiſh'd, and yet by thoſe changes be turn'd 
Into Charcoal, whereby it is not only made 

"Black, but diſpos'd to be far more eaſfi] 
Kindled, and Conſum'd than before; { 
thoſe, who have once had their Hearts 
thorowly poſleſt by the pernicious Flames 
of Luſt, { which is indeed, to imploy an | 
inſpir'd Expreſſion, to beſet ox Fire of Hell ) 
ev'n when they have ſtifled theſe crimi- 
nal Flames, and feel no more of their Heat, 
may 
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may not only have their Reputation irre- 
coverably blemiſh'd by what is paſt, but 
commonly carry about with them an un- 
happy Diſpoſition to be re-inflamed, aud: 
to have by a few Sparks, anda lntle Blows 
ing, thoſe deſtruftive Fires ſo re-kindled, 
as to Rage more tatally than ever. 


_—_ —— 
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REFLECTION KX. 


Looking through a Priſmatical or Tri- 
angular Glaſs. 


"His more than. flattering Glaſs , a- 

8 dorns all the Objeds I look on 
thorow it; with a Variety of Colours, , 
whoſe Vividneſs does as much charm my 
Senſe, as their Nature poſes my Reaſon 3 
Without the help of the Sun, and Clouds, 
it affords me as many Rain-bows as I pleaſe. 
And not onely when I look on Trees, and 
Meadows, and Gardens, and fuch other 
ObjeQts that are of themſelves acceptable 
to the Sight; this Glaſs lends them Or- 
naments above any they are beholden for, 
either to Nature, or Art: But when [ 
caſt my Eyes upon courſer, and homely 
| N 3 things, 


_ flections, and RefraQions, comes to be ra- 
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things, and ev'n on Dunghils, this favou- 
rable 'Interpoſer preſents them to me'in | 
ſuch curious and gawdy Colours, that it 
does not fo 'properly hide their Defor- | 
mities, as make them appear Lovely ; fo 
that which way ſoever | turn my Eyes, 
I find them ſaluted , asf I were in fome 
Rich Jewellers Shop, with. Saphires, To- - 
azes,. Emerauds, and other Orient Gems; 
the. Vividneſs of whoſe Colours, may ju- ' 
ſtifie thoſe that think Colours to be but 
diſguiſed Light, which, by theſe various Re- 


ther Dy'd than Stain'd. 

But this Glaſs-muſt as well afford me In- 
. ſtruction,as Delight, and ev'n by deceiving 
me, teach me: For thus, ſinful Chriſtians, R 
when God looks upen them in'themſclves, 
mult needs ſeem 'too Polluted, and Dil- 
figur'd,not to appear Loathfom to Him,who 
_ is of purer Eyes thant to behold Iniquity with- 
out Abborrency ; but wheti Chriſt interpo- |} 
ſcs betwixt his Eyes and Us, we then ſeem | 
far other things then otherwiſe we ſhould, 
and not Only. we do not appear Filthy, but 
we do appear Lovely,if not Glorious. And | 
as though, ſome Objects, as things purely 
White,-and Flames, look better through 
this Glaſs, than homely and dirty ones3 | 

| | | yet | 
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yetev'h theſe, look'd upon-throughthis 
Glaſs, are more Richly adorn'd, than the 
\ others beheld without it : So, whatever 

Difference there may be betwixt Perſons 
that areeither Innocent, or Exemplary , 
upon the bare account of Morality 3 and 
thoſe ignorant of frail Children of God, 
"that, in themſelves conſider'd , would be 
much inferiour to thoſe newly mention'd 5 
yet when theſe are look'd upon thorow 
Chriſt, they are much more atceptable in ' 
God's Eyes, than the others conſider'd out 
of him. And I ſhall add this further, that, 
whereas my looking upon Objects through 
the Priſm, however it makes them appear. 
to my Eyes, does work no real Change in 
the things themſelves, but leaves thoſe that 
were-homely and foul before, foul and 
homely ſtill ; God's gracious looking upon 
us in Chriſt, makes us by degrees become 
fit for his goodneſs to take delight in, 
and bas an improving and transfiguring 
Power on bs , like the Sun, that cheriſhes 
Green and unblown Flowers, and paints 
_ them with their curiouſleſt Colours, by his 
looking on them. Since then, the Scrip- 
ture tells us, that we are not only reconcil'd 
to Gad, but, if I may ſo expreſs it, are 
zngratiated and endeared to him in the Be- 
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loved; How much do we owe to that 
bleſſed Saviour, upon whoſe Account we 
enjoy the invaluable Priviledge to appear 
( and grow fit to do fo) pleaſing in God's 
Eyes? which beſides, that it is the higheſt 
Honour, leads to the higheſt Happineſs, 
or rather, isthe one as well as the other, 


—_—_ on near. 
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OCCASFONAL REFLECTIONS. 
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Which treats of 
Angling Improvd 


To Spiritual Utes. 
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DISCOURSE I. 


Upon the being call'd upon to riſe early on 
a very fair Morning. 


| Eaſt, and my Body as yet lay move- 
leſs in the Bed, whilſt my roving Thowghts 


ſtant places, when, me-thought, I heard 
my name ſeveral times pronounc'd by a not 
unknown Voice; This noiſe made me, as 
. I was ſoon after told, half open my Eyes, 
to ſee who It was that madeie, but ſo faint- 
ly, that I had quickly let my Self fall aſleep 
again, if the ſame Party had not the ſecond 
if time 


: : F 
Fs » : 
\ i 
ol \ 
- PANS SRI PTE, RG” RAE 


"Ti Sun had as yet but approach'd the 


were in various Dreames, rambling to di- - 
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Arm. But though this wak'd me ſo far, as 
to make me take. notice that-Iwas call'd 


upon to riſe, yet my Drowſineſs, and my. 
Unwillingneſs to fargo a nox unpleaſant 


Dream , keeping me from diſcerning dj- 


ſtioQly, whoit: was that call d me, made - 


me briſk]y enough bid him, what ever his 
buſineſs; were, )Ft gpe alone Bat though at 
the ſame time'T-turn'd away my Head to 
ſhun the Light, though dim, which at the 
balf-open'd Curtain ſhone in upon me, yet 
_ "the Party inſtead” of complying with my 
deſires, did by throwing open the Curtains, 
- further let in ſo much more Light upon my 
Face,:;that «finding. it would not ſerve-my 
turn to keep my Eyes ſhut, lopen'd them to 
ſee who it was that gave me this unwelcome 
Diſturbance, . This I had no ſooner done, 
than | perceiv'd that 'twas Eyſebi#s, who 
with Lizdawor, and two or three other 


Friends, was come to call metogo a Fiſh-. 


ing, to aplace,: where by appolatment we 
-were to. meet about Sun-rifing. The re- 


ſp<& I paid Evſebivs, and the value I plac'd 


upon his Converſation, covered me with 
Bluſhes to. be thus ſurprisd by him, -and 
oblig'd me to ſatisfie him as well as I could, 
how much I was troubl'd and aſham'd ta 
1 ; have 


timecalld me louder than before, apd ad- | 
ded. to his Voice the pulliog me by the. 
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| have the favour of his Company brought 


me' to my Bed-fide , Fhich I ought, and 
intended to have waited on him. And thus 
whilſt I was making him my Apologies , 
and he was pleaſantly reproching me for my 
Lazinefs, and Laughing at the diſorder I had 
not yet got quite out of, I made a ſhift haſti- 
ly to get on my Cloaths, and put my felf 
into'a condition of attending him and the 


|. Company to the River-{ide. . 


Whilſt we were walking thither-ward , 
and Livdamor was minding Exſebzus, of the 
promiſe he had made the Day before ; to 
exerciſe, upon moſt of the things that ſhould 

ing 


occur to us,” his Art of ma Occaſional 


 -RefleCtions, I was delighting my ſelf with 


the deliciouſneſs of that promifingMoraing, 
and indeed the freſhneſs of the' Air, the 


verdure of .the Fields and Trees, and the 


various and curious Enammel of the Mea- 


 dows, the Muſick of the numerous Birds, 


that with as melodious as cheerful Voices 


; 3 . . - 
| welcom'd fo fair a morning. The curious 
_ and orient Colours wherewith the riſing 


Sun Etbelliſh'd the Eaſtern part of the Sky, 

and above all that ſource of Light,. who, 
though he ſhews us all that we ſee of glo- 
rious and fair, ſhews us nothing ſo fair and 
glorious as himfelf, did ſo charm and tranf- 
port me, that I could not hold expreſſing 


wy 
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my ſatisfaftion in tearws that, Eygenivs way 
after pleaſed to ſay, needed not Rhymes to 
make them Poetical. And the ſenſe of this 
invited me to add, that I now would not for 
any thing have miſfs'd being wak'd, and 
thought. my ſelf hugely oblig'd toE»ſebiws's 
freedom, that would not ſuffer me toſleep | 
out fo glorious a Morning, nor loſe the a- 
tisfaction of ſuch deſirable Company. 

Enſebiws, who was but a little way off in 
diſcourſe with Lindamor , over-hearing a 
good part of what I had ſaid, thought fitto 
take thence a Riſe, to begin complying with 
his Friends requeſts,and accordiogly,walk- 
10g up towards me, and addreſling himſelf 
ro: me, hetold me, you are unconcern'd 
enough, Ph:laretws, in what I am about to 
fay, to make it allowable for me to tell | 
Lindamor, that what has this Morniog hap- 
pen'd toyou, puts me in mind of whatl 
bave ſeveral times obſerv'd on another oc- | 
caſion, For when a Man is ſo lull'd afleep 
by ſenſual pleaſures, that like one that | 
ſleeps, he has but the faculty, not the ex- 
erciſe of Reaſon, and takes his Dreams for 
realities, if ſome ſerious Divine, or other 
devout Friend, concern'd for the Sinner's ' 
ſou], or his glory that Dy'd to redeem it, 
endeavour to awaken him, and rowſe him 
out'of that State wherein he lies ſo much 
eaſe; 
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eaſez ſuch attempts arewont at firſt to be 
look'd upon by the lazy Sinner, enamour'd 
of his caſe; and preſent condition, but as 
pieces of unſeaſonable, if not uncivil offici- 
ouſneſs, and entertaining the Light it ſelf 
but as an unwelcome Gueſt, he obſtinately 
ſhuts bis Eyes againſt that which alone 
makes them uſeful, and inſtead of looking | 
upon the Attempter as his Friend, he 
checks him, and expoſtulates with him, and 
uſes him almoſt 'as an Enemy 3 Inſomuch, 
that too often thoſe that love the welfare of 
Souls too little,or their own eaſe too much, 
. forgo, with their hopes, their endeavours to 
reclaim him. But if by God's bleſſing, upon 
the conſtancy of this kindeneſs,and the let+ 
ting in of ſo much Light upon the Sinner, 
that he finds himſelf unable to continue his 
Slumber any longer with it, he comes to be 

thorowly awak'd, he quickly grows ſen- 

ſible that he1s brought out of the Kingdom 

of Darkneſs, into a true and marvellous 

Light, and inſtead of thoſe empty fleeting 

Dreams, which did before amuſe and de- 

lade him, and which to relliſh, and be fond 

of, the Eyes of his Mind muſt be as well 

clos'd as thoſe of his Body, he is admitted 

to noble and manly entertainments, ſuch as 
Reaſon chuſes, Conſcience applauds, and 
God himſelf approves. And this change of 
| | his 


he 'would not for all the World retury 


again to that, he was at firſt ſo angry tobe | 
diſfwaded from, and he does not forgive; 
but thank the Perſon that diſquieted him; 


and bluſhes at the Remembrance of his 
having reduc'd others to importune him to 


behappy : And betwixt ſhame and grati- | 


tude, the ſenſe of his preſent, and of his 


paſt condition poſſeſſing him, how much he_ 
has reaſon to make his Reſcuer as well 'z- ' 


mends for what he indur'd, as retributing 
for what he acted for him, he does per- 
chance,eſpecially in the firſt feryours of his 
Zeal, think bimſelf as much oblig'd to his 


Awakener, as Philemon was to Saint Panl, - 


to whom the Scripture ſays, that he ow'd 
__ even himſelf. And ſometimes ſich a new 


Convert, asI am ſpeaking of, will think his 


Obligation to the Inſtrument of his change 
ſo ſutable to the tranſcendent ſatisfaQtion 
he finds inthe change it ſelf, that he would 


deſpair of ſeeipg his BenefaQor ſufficiently 
recompens'd, if\ he did not remember a ' 
ſaying of the Prophet , ( That thoſe that 


turn others to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the 
Stars for ever and ever, ) that gives him 


ground to hope that God himſelf ( whoſe - 


Plenty as well as bounty is inexhauſted_) 
will make the Recompence his Work. 
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his condition he finds ſo advantageous, that | 
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| Wherefore, concludes Exſebins , if 'you 
chance to have any Friends, (as tis odds 
oſt Men have) that ſtand in need of this as 
 /great as unwelcome expreſſion. of kindnels, 


Jet us not be too ſoon diſcourag d,by finding 
the effe&s of our friendſhip coldly received, 
and poſſibly too look'd upon as diſturban- 
ces for beſides that the leſs they are defir'd, 
2nd the worſe they are entertain'd, the 
more they needed : a Chriſtian 1s not 
bound ſo much 'to concern himſelf in the 
ſucceſs of his endeavours, as to leave it 
in the power of every one that will beob- 


ſtivate, to make. him unhappy, when the + 


buſineſs one way or other come ,to an end, 
be may miſs his aim, without loſing his la- 
bour, fiace he ſerves a Maſter that 1s as 
ready to reward, as able to diſcern Inten- 
tions 5 and in caſe your endeavours do 
ſucceed, you will at once make a Man your 
Friend, and worthy to beſo. And you 
ſhall ſcarce ever find Men more affectionate 
to you, than thoſe you have made your 
Friends, by making them Enemies to Vice. 


A 
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DISCOURSE II. 


Upon the Mounting, Singing, and Light- | 


ing of Larks. 


"He agreement we had made at our 
ſetting forth, | that the motion of our 
Tongues ſhould not hinder that of our Feet 
towardsthe River-fide, was the cauſe,that 
the paſt Diſcourſes not having diſcontinued 
our Walk, by that time they were ended, 
we began toTraverſe certain plow'd Lands, 
that lay in the way betwixt us and the 
River. But we had ſcarce entred thoſe 
Fields, when our Ears were ſaluted with 
the melodious Muſick of a good number 
of Larks, whereof ſome mounted by de- | 
Srees out of Sight , and others hovering 
and finging a while over our Heads, ſoon 
after lighted on the ground, not far from 
our Feet. 
Afﬀeer we had a while enjoy'd this coſt- 


leſs, and yet excellent Mufick, both Enſebine + 


and I, chancing to caſt our Eyes towards 
Eugenizs, obſerv d that his did very at- 
tentively wait upon the motions of a Lark,” 
that , fioging all the way upwards , and 
mounting by degrees put of fight, not long 
after deſcended and lighted among —_ 
clods 
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clods of Earth, which being of the colout 
of ber Body, made us . quickly loſe. fight 
| of her. Whereupon Euſebizs , who was 
full as willing to hear as ſpeak, and in the 
Occaſional Reflefions that he made, was 
wont at leaſt as much toaim at the exciting 
others thoughts, as the venting of his own, 
' begg'd Engenizs totell us what it might be 
which his attentiveneſs to the motions of 
the Lark made us preſume he was thinking 
ON. : 
. Enugeniws after a little backwardneſs , 
which he thought Modeſty exaGted of him, 
ſoon anſwered us in theſe tearms. 
_ -Among all Birds that we know, there 1s 
not any that ſeems of ſo elevated, and | had 
almoſt ſaid Heavenly a Nature as the Lark, 
ſcarce any give ſo early and fo ſweet a wel- 
come tothe Springing day. And that which 
I was juſt'now. gazing on, ſeem'd ſo pleas'd 
with the unclouded Light, that ſhe ſung as 
if ſhe came from the place ſhe ſeem'd to 
go to,, and during this charming Song , 
mounted ſo high, as if ſhe meant not to ſtop 
till ſhe had reach'd that Sun, whoſe Beams 
to cheriſhd and tranſported her ; and ih 
this aſpiring flight ſhe- rais'd het ſelf fo 
high, that though I will not ay, ſhe leſt the 
. Earth beneath her very. Sight, yet I may 
layz that fhe foar'd. quite out of Ours. 
| 0, And 


And yet when from this towring height ſhe 
ftoop'd to repoſe or ſolace her ſelt upon 
the. Ground;,:..or elſe when to ſeiſe-upgn 
forme. worthleſs Worm , or other wretched 
Prey , ſhe lighted on the Grouand,.-.ſhe 
feem'd ſo like:the Earth that was about her, 
that] believe you could {ſcarce diſcern hex 
from its Clods. And whereas other Birdy 
that fly not half ſo high, nor ſeem anything 
near ſo fond-of the Sun, do yet build their 


Neſts upon Trees, the Lark does as well | 


build hers upon the Ground, as look like a 
part of it, _ -- | 


Thus Ihave known, in: theſe laſt and | 


worſt times, many a 'Hypoctite, that when 
he was converſant about ſublimer ObjeGs., 
appear'd, as well as he call'd himſelf, a Saint; 
nothing ſeem'd fo welcome to him as new 
Light ; one might think his Lips had been 
touch'd with a coal from: the Altar , his 
Mouth did ſo ſweetly. ſhew forth Gods 
praiſe, and ſacred diſpenſations. Inſum, 
cake this Hypocrite in his fit of Devotion , 
and to hear him talk, you would-think, that 
if he had not been already 10 Heaven, at 
leaſt he never would leave mounting, till 
be ſhould get thither. 


But wheo' the Opportunities of adyan- 
taging his lower Intereſts call d him down | 


to deal about Secular affairs here below; 
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none 
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none appear'd more of a piece with the 
Farth than he, for he look d. as if he had 
been beſmear'd all over with the::Earth 
round about him, and he ſcem'd,' yn pravi- 
ding for his Family, to be of a meaner anda 
lower Spirit, thanthoſe very:Men whomn 
diſcourſe he was wont to undervalne, as 
being far more Earthy than bimſelf. . 

Since we khow, ſays Euſebius, that the 
beſt things corrupted prove the worſt ,--it 
can be no diſparagement to Piety:,' to ac- 
knowledge that Hypocrifieisa Vice which 
you cannot too much condemn. And when 
the pretending of Religion grows to be a 
thing 1n requelt, many betake themfelves 
to a form of Religion, who deny the Power 
of itz And ſome perchance, have beet pre- 
ferr'd leſs for their Jacobs voice,' than for 
their Fſaxs bands. 6 25] 

But, Ewgenzus, let us not to ſhun oneex- 
tream, fondly run ints the other, ayd be 
afraid or aſham'd to profeſs Religionþbe- 
cauſe ſome Hypocrites did: but profeſs it 3 
His courſe1s ignoble,. and przpoſterous, 
that treads the paths of Piety, rather be- 
cauſe they lead to Preferment than to Hea- 
ven 3 But yet 'tis more excuſable to live 
free from ſcandal for an inferiour end, than 
not to live ſo at all: And Hypocrites can 
as little juſtifie the profane, asthemſelves. 
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It may be,that all that own Religion are not 
Pjousz but *tis certain, that hethat ſcorn 
to own'it' muſt leſs be fo. And if (coffers 
at Piety ſhould ſucceed the Pretenders to 
it, they-cannot be ſaid ( as ſometimes they 
would be thought ) to be an innocent fort 
of Hypocrites , that are better then they 
ſeem; for Scandal 1s a thing ſo criminal, and 
contagious, that whoſoever defires,and en- 
deavours to appear evil, # ſo: To refuſe to | 

be Religious becauſe ſome have but pro-. 
feſfed themſelves to be ſo, is to 10jure God, | ' 
becauſe he has been injur'd, A ſkilful 
. Jeweller will not forbear giving grear rates 
for Neck-laces of true Pear], though there 
be. many Counterfeits for one that is not 
ſo; Nor arethe right Pearls a whit the els 
_. Cordial to thoſe that take them, becauſe 
the artificial Pear], made at Yemnice, confi(t- 
Ing of Mercury and Glaſs, for all their fait 
ſhew, are rather Noxious, than Medicinal. 
And indeed our knowledge, that there are 
Hypocrites,ought rather to commend Piety 
to us, than diſcredit it with us 3 finceas 
nonerWwould take the pains ro counterfeit 
Pearls,--1f true ones. were not of Value 
So Men would not put themſelves to the 
con(traint of perſonating Piety, if that it 
. ſelf were not a noble Quality, Let us 
.. then, Exgenins, fly as far as you pleale oo 
. what 
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what we deteſt in. Hypocrites2 But then 
let us confider, what itis that we deteſt; 
which being a bare, and therefore falſe pres 
tence to Religion, let us only ſhun ſuch a 
pretence, which will be beſt done by be- 
coming real Poſleſlors of the thing pres» 
tended to, 75 


— 


DISCOURSE 1IL. 


' Upon the Sight of a fair Milk: maid ſinging 
to her Cow. j; 


Ugenixs, who was not at all indiſpos'd 

to liſten to Exhortations of this Na- 
ture, not only imbrac'd this made him by 
his Friend, but with earneſtneſs enough con- 
tinu'd the Conference to <xplain his mean- 
Ing, and fatisfie Euſehius, that he did not 
think Piety fit to be diſcountenanc'd,though 
he thought Hypocrifie was ſo, and that he ' 
was no Enemy to the Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, but to thoſe that blemiſh'd it by un- 
ſuitable Praftices. And with ſuch kind of 
Diſcourſes we continu'd our Walk, till be- - 
ing come to a Style, over which we were to 
paſs out of one Meadow into another, E 
chanc'd to ſtop, and turn about to pay Liz- 
dawor the Reſped of deſiring him to lead 
O 3 me 
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the the'way'byer: But not finding him 
there, T haſtily caſt my Eyes all over the 
Field, till at length they diſcover'd him 
g00d way off, in a Poſture tharſeem'd ext 
_ rremely ferious, and wherein he ſtood as 
immoveable as a Statue. This ſight fooh 
carry'd me towards him, and I had 4dif-. 
patch'd half my way before his changing 
his Poſture gave him an opportunity to dif- 
cover me, Which as ſoon as he did, he im- 
mediately came to meet me, and almoſt 
before I had aſk'd him the occaſion of what 
I had ſeen; Whilſt ( reply'd he ) Engenins 
was purging himſelf from a fault that none 
that knows. him will ſuſpe& him to be | 
ouilty of, I was detain'd a littt&behind.you 
by the Muſick of one of thoſe Larks, whoſe 
melody was ſo charthing, *Hat'I could not 
find in my heart.to make haſt from it + But 
whilſt I was liſtening to it, 'my Attention 
was diverted by'a nobler 'Obje&, for 1 
heard, from the further corner of this Mea» 
dow, a Voice, which, thongh'nor govern'd 
with Skill, did fo repair the want of it by its 
native ſweetneſs, that Art was abſent with- 
out being miſs'd , and I could ngt but have 
ſomeCuriofity to ſee who was thePoſleſſor 
of ſo-much power to pleaſe ; turniog then 
my. ſteps towards that” part of the Field, | 
whence the Voice came, my Eyes _— 
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ceag'd to enyy.my Ears, for they;diſcoyerd 
kneeling by a Cbw,and fingingto her whit 
ſhe milk'd her, aPerſon, who, in the habjs 
of a Milk-maid; ſeem'd to diſguiſe .one.of 
thoſe Nymphs that. Poets are wont to de- 
ſcribe us. And that you may not wonder, 
contibues Lindewor, at what Ifha]l ſay to 
* 'you of, a country-Girle , Know, that me» 
thought I aw in her Face ſomething more 
like Hermione, before ſhe prov'd inconſtant, 
than I expeted to find in any of her Sex : 
I. will pot tell you, that this fair Creature: 
had the Bluſhes of the Morning in her 
Cheeks, the Splendour of the Sun 1a her 
Eyes, the freſbne(s of the Fields in her 
Looks, the whiteneſs of thei Milk fhe ex- 
prels'd in her Skin, and the melody ofthe 
Larks, we were admiriog, in her Voice, leſt 
you ſhould thiok Mr. Boyls Seraphick Love 
had loſt its Operation on me. But Lmay: 
. perhaps without much Hyperbole,giveyou 
this account of her,that though her Cloaths 
arealmoſt as courſe as cleanly,” and though 
they are ſuited to her Condition, yet they: 
are Very ill ſuited to her Beauty , which, 
as if Nature intended a Triumph over &6r-. 
tune, has, without any afliſtance of Orna- 
ment, more diſtreſs'd my Liberty, than. 
others have been able to do with all their 
moſt curious Drefles. And this fair Crea-. 
| | "0 4 ture. 
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ture, continues Lizdamor, as ſhe is rich in 
Natures bounty, appear'd as well by the 
chearfulneſs of the Tune ſhe ſung, as by the 
manner of her Singing it, fo fatisfy'd with 
the unpurchas'd' Treaſures ſhe poſleſles, 
that ſhe ſeem'd almoſt as much pleas'd as 1 


was to look upon her. This Character of 


Lizdamors inviting me to go ſee, whether 
or'no it: were deſerv'd, and the frequent 
Experience I have had, that ev'n upon ſach 


bright Eyes as Poets, and Lovers, call'd 


Suns, I could gaze undazel'd enough to ap 
prove my ſelf a right Eagle, aſſuring me 
I might ſafely doit, I fearleſly, but ſoftly 


approach'd the place where the fair Milk- | 
maid was folliciting the Udder of a freſh 


Cow, andTI found, that though indeed ſome 
Reſemblance ſhe had to Hermione , had 
made Lindamor flatter her, yet ſhe Jook'dat 
once ſo innocently, and prettily, that ſhe 
ſeem'd like to do Miſchief, without at all 
intending itz 'and I could not but fancy, 


that if ſome Ladies that are much cry'd up, 


and are:very imperious Miſtreſſes, becauſe 
they are fo, :were bound tochange Dreſſes 
with this unfophiſticated' and unadorn'd 
Maid, the one -would appear to owe her 
Beauty to Art, and the other to be beholden 
for bers to nothing but Nature, But, Lis- 
&amor, whoisnot naturally indiſpos'd to be 

p = do .. Amorous, 
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| Amorous, did not think that this Imagioa- 
tion of mine did that pretty Creature right- 
for when I told him ſhe would eclipſe a 
' hundred of our fine Ladies, if ſhe had but 
the Dreſs of one of them 3 Why, that ( re- 

| plies he, with a kind of Indignation ) ſhe 
| cando without it, and perhaps, ſubjoyns he, 
as much as with it : For her preſent habit 
leaves her moſt her ſelf, and Bravery would! 
but diſguiſe,” or hide what it cannot adorn. 
And I am'confident, ( continues he ) that 
ſhould fuct a genuine Beauty appear among 
the ' Gallants, ſhe would really captivate 
many,'.ev'n of thoſe ' wary ones that da. 
but pretend to be fo, to the deſigning and 
applauded Ladies: For though Skill may 
encounter the Wiles of Art, it would ſcarce 
be able to” refiſt the Charms of Nature. 
But whilſt Lindamor was thus Comple- 
menting with what he fancy'd the Picture 
of his once lov'd Hermione, and had his 
Eyes as much fix'd upon her, as dazled ones 
could be, the lovely Milk-maid, ( who, all 
this while having not taken notice of us, 
was as regardleſs of Lindamor, as he ſeem'd 
_ to be of all things but her } having diſ- 
patch'd what ſhe was doing, took up her 
Pail to carry it homewards : Eut her way 
chancing to lye by that part of the Meadow 
where\we were yet ſtanding, ſhe could not 

es but 
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but diſcover w,and judging by our Gloaths, 
and moreby Lindamors Meer,that we were. 
of a Quality differing from theirs ſhe way, 
wont to converſe. with; ſhe gave us a Salute | 
low enough to let us ſee that ſhe forgot noe. 
her Condition, but atteaded with ſo much 
Gracefulneſs, as made Lindamwor conclude, | 
ſhe mierited a better, and, as ſhe paſs'd by, | 
him, toreturathe geſture ofReſpec, which 
he thought ſo much Beauty bad a rightin 
any ihabit to exat 5 ſhe vouchſaf'd him a 
Smile; which, Iafter told him,-would have 
made him happy, if he had thought it had: 
proceeded from Kindneſs, not; Civility 
and ſhe went away -with a Look fo ſerene, | 
as:well as taking,; that ſhe ſeemd'd- to carry. 
home with her far mare quiet, than ſhe lefe - 
bim poſſeſs'd of” But Þ that had loſt figbt 
of her, Without loſing-any thing with it, 
fave the expeQation of ſeeing in- haſte ſo 
fair a Milk-maid, was going to 8a#/ler with 
Lindampr, about what had paG'd, when 1 
was reſtrain'd, by perceiving that the ſight 
of a perſon that ſeem'd fo contented, toge- 
ther with the native plealantneſs of that 
pidecs and of that glorious Morning, had 
uch an operation upon him, that he could 
not forbear to celebrate the happineſs and 
Innocency of a Country life. Andafterhe 
had with much Tranſport, and Fluency 
CERES COA. repeated” | 
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| repeated the ſubſtance of what 0294/and 
pliou antient Poets had in their ſtrain de- 
iver'd, concerning the felicity of the Gol- 
den Age, he began to apply as much of it 
as the Matter would bear, to the recom- 
mending of a*Rural life, and was very ſol- 
licitous to make me acknowledge, that 
though we are wont to look'upon Villagers 
an. Inferiour and wretched fort of .Peo+ 
ple, yet they are the perſons of the World, 
Whole cond on is the moſt proper,. not. 
nly to' keep them innocent, but to make 
Giben bappy : Their cheap abd fimple way 
of Liying, allowed them to. reſt contented 
with what bounteous Nature has provided 
for them, or aneaſie Induſtfytan procure 
them. Whereas among. en nobly Born,. 
. bf Perſons of Quality, tis look'd' upon. as 
want of Breedipg, for, a Man not to thi 
himſelf unhappy,” as long as he hath not 2 
Thouſand Pounda cr... | 
Eager? though he here made a Pauſe 
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to take breath, would yet perhaps have pro-: 
ſccuted his Diſeonrſe, had he not been pre- 
vented by the intervening of Exſebins, who 
a while after we had left him, having miſg'd 
us, had follow'd us to the place he found 
us 1n, and who, when he drew nigh, having 
over-heard Lizdamor ſpeakivg, ſtood (tilla 
while at ſome diſtance off, to liſten to _ 
| ; ! 
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he ſaid, and ſo became an unſuſpeQed Ay- 
ditor of the laſt-part of his Friends Dif 
courſe. Whereupon taking him by the 
hand, and leadiog him towards the River, 
he told him, with a ſerious, not to callit a 
ſevere Look ; I had thought, "Lindamor , 
you had made righter Eſtimates of the ſes | 
veral courſes of Life, than, by what I have 
newly over-heard you to ſay, I now ſuſpe& 
youdo. Know then, Lindamor, (adds he) 
That Innocence and Contentment depend | 
more upon a Man's mind,. than upon bis 
condition : To manifeſt this to you','l 
ſhall in the ficſt place obſerve, that 'tis nor 
always the Occaſion, or the Objed, butra-. þ. 
ther the Degree. that makes an affeCion of 
the Mind unruly and troubleſome 3 Nor is 
it according to theintrinfick valueof thingy, 
which none ſave the Wiſe can diſcern; but 
the Rate, how unſkilfully forver fixt, which 
we put upon them, that they operate upon 
our paſſions, And therefoie: = ſhall fee 
a Chi!d take on more ſadly forthe ſcape of 
a Sparrow, ar the breaking of a Rattle, than 
ſome will do for the loſs of a good Eſtate, 
| nay, ofa Friend; and Hawer, for the want 
of a Bow from Mordecaz, complain'd more: 
io his Palace, than Job,, till his miſerable 
comforters had exaſperated his grief, did 
for the loſs of the biggeſt Fortune * oe; [ 
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- | | Eaſt, andof the Children he reſerv'd it for; 
| and valud far aboveit, © 
»:And then, Zindamor, ( continues 'Exſe- - 
bias") do not imagine, that though Cour- 
tiers and Gallants have more ſplendid and 
glittering Temptations to Sin and\Diſcon- 
rent, Country ipeople are exempted from 
Temptation to either : Theirs may be as 
great, though not the ſame, nor fo ſpecious 
as the, other 3 their Faults and Iofelicities 
are indeed lefs taken notice of, becauſe 
their Perſons and Conditions are obſcure, & 
their Poverty conceals their Vices,as well as 
their Virtues, from ofdEyes; as ina ſha 

- Winter the Snow does as well hide their 
Dunghils, as cover their Gardens. But if 
your Quality allow'd you to acquaint your 
felf with the true ſtate of this inferiour ſort 
of People, you would ſoon perceive, that 
ev'n of rural Families, there is ſcarce any 
that, as far as their Wits will reach, has not 
its ſeveral Parties, and little Intrigues 
Nor 1s there any Cottage ſo low, and nar- 
row, as not to harbour Care, and Malice, 
and Covetouſneſs, and Envy, if thoſe that 
dwell in it havea mind to entertaia them 2 
And what Envy alone may do to produce 
Crimes and Diſcontents , we may conje- 
Cture by what happen'd betwixt Cain and 
Abel, ſince their being heirs to the whole 
World, 
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World, could not: keep two' Brothers at 
peace, whilſt ohe of them was envious: 
And thereare ſome ſordid Vices, which/are 
more inciderit to the meaner and morewes 
ceſſitous ſort of Men, as Spiders and'Cob- 
webs are wont to abound more in thatch'd . 
Cabbins; than in great- Mens houſes.” 4 
ſhould: perbaps ( ſays Enſebizs ) think theſe 
people happy;ifi found they thought them 
ſelves ſo'5 but the Pomp and+Vanities of 
the Wor}d have oftentimes ſtroriger allure 
ments for them; than for the:Grandees and 
Courtiers themſelves: For thoſe that are 
poſſeſs'd of rheſe-imaginary Joys, are dif: 
abus'd by their ownexperience 5 and thoſe 
that live among theſe Fheatrical perſons 
are near enough todiſcern'that they are but 
cauſeleſly envy'd. As (for my part) when 
I had occaſion to be converſant in great 
Mens Families, and the honour to preach 
io Princes Courts, the ſight of their courſe 
of Life did as thorowly convince me ofthe 
Vanity of the World, as my Sermons en- 
deavour'd to convince them. Whereas 
Country peaple ſee but the glittering and 
deluding outſide of Greatneſs, .and behold- 
ing-it but ata diſtance, ſee it 1n. the fayou: 
rableſt light which Mencan behold jt in,and” 
conſequently are ſtrongly tempted. to envy, 
what they admire, and repine at their'own 
condition, 
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condition, for the waut of it :. Nay, every 

 gawdy. trifle, that thoſe that lize.io Towns * 
- and Cities chance to, make. ſhew. of;,.- is 
wont to.make a Country manepvy;.as well 
asgapez And 'tis adds, but that very Milk- 
maid, whoſe. condition. you-are pleas'd to 
thiok ſo happy , envies. ſome, Neighbouring 
Farmers Daughter for a piece of taudr 

Ribbon, or a black Hood : Nor are they ſo 
much more priviledg'd from the aſlaults of 
Temptation, than Men of higher rank; For 
'tis not ſo much a Mans outward condition, 
as his ioward diſpoſition and temper of 
mind, that makes Temptations either to 
fin, or to diſcontent, prevalent, or unſuc- 
celsfull. When Joſeph was fold into Eegpr, 
| and follicited by a Woman that would 
needs be his Miſtreſs upon more ſcores than 
one, though his condition expos'd him more 
to bopes and fears, than almoſt any other - 
condition could expoſe another Man 3 And 
though his Youth made him very capable 
, of relliſhing the pleaſures that his Beauty 
made him courted -:to-'receive, by giving 
them 3, yet-this chaſt Youth choſe rather to 
beImpriſon'd any where, than'ina fair La- 
dies Arms, and preferr'd the being made a 
Captive, before the- Captivating of his a- 
morous Miſtreſs. But whilſt young Joſeph 
- was thus. chaſt ia the @gyp1zan Potiphar's 
Houſe, 
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Houſe, his eldeſt Brother Revbew was inn" | ; [* 
ood Jacob's, whoſe vakaily wil 
La, | 


ceſtu6usi 


then the vifible Church of Gods 


who was chaſt and temperate in Sodowit'F 
ſelf, was Drunk and committed Inceſt ins: | 
Caves ſo much more'does the ſucceſs of 
Temptations depend upon the temper ofa | 
Man's mind; than upon the place he "ow 


in. 
I know not ( ſays Exgenins ) whether the 


Innocence - of Rural people be more eaſie - 
than that of great Men, but ſure it is norſh” 


commendable : For as a Woman that-has 


never yielded, becauſe ſhe was never ſol-. | 
licited, may be call'd rather innocent than } 
Virtuous ſo their condition, that owe |- 
their not being Inveigl'd by the Vanitiesof- 


the World, to their Ignorance of them, has 


more in it of good fortune than of merit. 


I thank'you for that conſideration, ( ſubs 
Jjoyns Euſebins ) for | coofels I thiok there 
1s a great Diſparity betwixt an unacquain- 


tedneſs with the bewitching ' pleaſures ob 


the World;and a contempt of them. And” 
he is the truly heroick Spirit, that can( as 
David could ) plentifully enjoy all thoſe 


ſenſuat Delights and Vanities he choſe to 
reje&t :: For he could feaſt a Nation; and” 
prefer Temperance before all that. Abun-. | 


dance z He could gain ſtrapge Vidories pit 
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thefairetObjeftsthar cooldbere charmhiy 
 Exd$9t0 ſuch as/wece vilible ondlytothole: 
 of-Fikiths:He the grocteſt: 
\ blremember we 

£ andiyerfeamsniever” 
= been inwob bead: with it,>bur 
wheo he dedicardditt:toithe Buildingof the: 
_ Temple/ard.madethe feuits of his: Malour' 
| theoblationzdf his Viety. [Foibe ſhore, he 
| watthe greateſt Petſon upon Earth,when 
he; was contents leave ip'yiand was wile 
ling! toideſcend from thee Thfohe into the - 
| Graye,. white ha iloek'duponithatasthe 
plagewhence be awſt aſcend tothe Man- 
Hot; of -bis God; ſo: much'/did the',: evin 
whilt he woreao carthlyCrown. ,aſpireto 
an Batonine one-: Andthough( continues 
| Exſabivs) wemuſt:now adays as little ex- 
pe(Fto mere with.a Man of Devid's coo- | 
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FP, 


Kg oh He to. re R r-fide; 
R gan to fall to a eſpaxt» 
Ns Abs thither, and Engeniws, 


P 2 finding : 


[Fes 5 

ares doit th. 
you - For, ep hiany ; hen 
the Apoltlesg were F hereof 
ſeoſe, ſo their agd. our grand ad vi Gary isa 
ſkilful Fiſher of men in bad ſen 
roo often Jn his att Po. ta ho Gd 
Mortals; "meets witha dſo ts cat.and. 
eaſe, as you now find you IS. ns Mode 
ly, that Tenipter, as the; .Scripr | 
bien, does ſadly ; delude ws, even when Ne 


| thodel $ of the berg ok al ods in 
their Kind, though they be not off the beſt 
Kind: Yet alas; maby Ou are (© fitted 
for deceits, that we do not put this ſubtle 
Abyler"to make uſe! of hivteve Buitto 
5 cy us! we ſuffer bit v6.abuſe us. _ 
—_ —— and tocheat us with em 
Honour; or the enfdaring Sal 
——_ {or difquieting /Drudgert 
un woks with -rheſpec ous names'of/ great 
yinents. . And, 'though theſe,” when 
heya muſt.be/obtain'd by lin,oc- are pro» 
_ potdas the recompences for it, be; asÞ was 
tb: ſay; but-the! Devils: counterfeit 
 Fiiesz Yet; asf we. were! fond of being 
deexiv'd, wegte ſwallow 'the' Hook; 
for: Flies, that.do but look' like ſuch3-ſo 
Dim-Gyhtedarewe, as'well:to what. Viee 
ſhews,:as to: what-ic hidgs.: Let us not.ther | 
(:concludes Euſsbens: )riſoat Baits, where® 
by we may beſure'to be-enhergrofly; or: 
ar-leaſt exceedingly deceiy' dz For who: 
ever venturesto-commit'a'Sha, to talberhe 
laſciogs. ſineets, that' th= fruition . of ic 
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| Yi! op brenthe ane te we, thu 
4156 23H 21 6905 03th 44 JtOFM! 
T 'Qrtunc ſon offer'd eafolaly 4 fair Op- 
::1Þ any ang ror ge 7s his 

A ey entebiyiOMt 
ingthe#ly/that | 
cok rimming Hekuthly att; | 
and haying greedl ly chop'd irupi washaj 
Kily a Lanes -withit, whenT' 
him, ard thertby-ſtopr for a-while his Pub4 


* 


R fl jon, :for 
mari 
kept my Hook 


greſsz! but: »highbiÞ both Arreſted 
and Wounded;he ſtriggt d with ſo auch 


violence;that:atiength hebroke my ſlender | 
- Line,.(thar-Warfiticd bur forweaker Fi- 
hes ) and crtry'dlivay'wparc of ir, - toges || 
ther with! fe denG) Hwa 2and/Baie if | 


Philoſophers: figs, wading 'Enufebins") 


be'not! roo! likietal: in towing: Brures to | 
think, we: may well fuppoſe*that this Fiſh 
®Y' 37 brad WIT. - by R$ _ 


\ PF 
SL ke 7 
-Y #1 
+ 
\ 


"C87 4 jets $1. Fas 
x *; a "» on - 
OO 7,” LIME 


[ axed greet Pleaſure 


| A EE ee fees 
| ieojdy hid 


 -hievl: aQion 1 
Th Te theory intheHook, wibich 


| rk: = 


m_— —_ 
fonielic 
ilyiandehae whin 


aim awa with ie; did-probablycen! __ 

omen; -bidy etaadeet he dobumet 

iſh; thiou In 
{ power 

rel awry foo whe 


CC itrd & 


does ſo wound'and; tear thie:ventdetr? GiI:, 
and thereby piit him into-fich reftlefGGulh, 
-no doubt hewviſhes that: the #i50k, 
.andall, : were ovitof: histora 
gainz.the one putting him/totoo mabtvor- 


| \Kirg;to let.him' at. all--rellifſh' rhe20ther. 


Thus :do:wwhat/they:ſhould ot, 


tacbtainaty QbjeWof their ſenfual i :De- 


lixes, whatever Pleaſures they may before- 
;to-themſelves:in. Far ſucceſs, 
areoftentimes;cv'n when they obtain their 
inted of their expedtatiors; 

tence, Reaſon, or Honour, 
e8 —— ev'n when their deſires are 


got of the worſt! fort, da us: Bevid: did, 


whenhe had, more vehementlychan became. 
a-pious Generz]; 'logg'd for Water out-of 
the Well at Bet blehems, and-by: the ſtrange 
eerie - bis bold and. afieftionate 


P 4 Officers. 


c 2165; , 
—_—_ obiind ol mar fi is 
r' te6Drinhit;but:pour ntaſted-on 
:thirGround:cBur'whewithe, things we fo 
| og muſt be :crimina tdi /then 
andly obentree - ras; av iv did 
Aunditt;, we inns y: the 
Nm fruition of his :raviſh'd- Siſter, 
hated;her moreithan before he had lov' d 
-herzbyt.ieſamerimes happens to: thoſe that 
fio more-heinoufly inthis matter ; as it'did 
to. Judgs, who; dfter having |bettay'd' a Mi- 
ſer3that was! incor ' more. worth 
thav/all the World, and chereby-for ever 


+} 


loſt ihimlel£ For :a "few. pieces of Silver, 


ſcem'd te haveitin his power, without ha- 
| be It in his will;-to enjoy them, and'ing 
rate; but: unſcalonable/ fit of _ 
remorſe, did of hisown :accord'di 
ahas bimſelf of that Money, which he had 
lold his Conſcience togets ifo: that thou 
be bad whathe ſought;he had: notwhache - 
fb polio when what:he coveted'was | 
18 his poſſeſſion, he had theguile 'of acquis | 
ring it, 'withoue the power of enjoying it; 
And ev.aincaſes far leſs heigous;' f com . 
cludes Exſebizs ) when Men: ſeem tochave 
got whatthey aim'd _—_ to havecarry'd 
_ ttaway.astheirBoot RO ofall oppos | 
fitiop, the Woubd. t| nflitedon 1m- 
jurd Conſcience, puts them prac muchof 
KS | \ 4 deſerved. 
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deſerved pain,thatthe wiſhes they tis 
roer rae theydo not eajoy;hoe 
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Wo: 7 wa Cowes the wy the Winer, 
diverted its from proſecuting” our Confe- 
retice;” and drew'us to apply our ſelves ats 
tentively to the catching ofthem, in which 
| decordingly- we-ſpent /fome' part of 'the 
; gz yet: whillt we continu'd Ap 
| notfarfrom one another, we often caſtour 
| Eyes as is uſual i ſach caſes) upon each 
| Others. fiſhing Corks, tolcaro as well the 
ſuoceſſes ofourFriends,asin what places the 
Fiſhwere forwardeſt to bite: 'As I chianc'd 
tolook towards :that Cork- at which Exſe- 
bim's Hook was hanging, 1 perceiv'd that: 
t -was divers:times drawn-under 'Water, 
without | his endeavouring [thereupon' to 
ſtrikethat Fiſh that made thus bold with-his 
Baitz wherefore laying down my Angles 
while, went ſoftly towards Exſebixs,to ſee 
What it was that. made- him 1o — | 
O 


| Upannt; 
ching near enough,lquickly y.pex- 
3 That inſtead of minding his Hook, | 
his Dyes were fixt ſometitnes upon his own | 


Picure, reflected from the ſmqqth Surface | 
_ of theglidiog (tream, and ſometimes upon 


Barapp 


aheShadow projeGed by his. Body,: alittle 4 


befide the Picture apan the ſame River. 
' The unwjlling noiſe I made in coming {o 


pear, having oblig'd Euſthings, —_— 

of: me; I:thought ar ; -fince-E found I 'Y 
difcoverd, toaſk himſmilingly-whether/ie | 

mere Noriſurlikemkinghoveto hisown 
_—_ 1.03 viaytooNn 
eſling bneheſavotds; that 
'd:-wbat hejwan doings: ah+ 
ſwer EG a look ſomwhat. more ſeti+ 
ous than that Fhad ſpoken to'bim withs 1 
was indeed, Philaretus, atfongvitly anoujy 
confiderings fomatimes 


the; Water/ orefcts ms with;-20d: ſomes | 


times the: Shedowparhigh. the:Sun and{to- 
gether- caſt:;upan the. Water ;:But| (fays 
he; with a half Smile). L look:d-upon-both | 
theſe, not with the: Eyes-of = Narciſſus, 
(for that would chake menmchiMadder han 


be vas ) but: with thoſe! of 'a; (Chriſtian - |- 


For wasconſidering, that onc'of the Dif- 
| feretices betwixethe Law, andthe Gooey 
| Php might, 


[axente deemed affc- 


ſ mewithi water-vo wa 


|. mdf, and:Fainmeſs3 but che Goſpe 


" : y TR T 7 I" Py 
- 
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weby, this « 


b:being ſj fat 7T | 
wa = wy Face 


—_— 60e ineither;z' yet 


[: hidi Pale 
LENSES 


Weather, a 
indeed. one mays v8 
 tietotherwile-aflaſt me to; remedy»them 3 
þ pam ney conſult = SID 
me. any in ty mo £ upplies 
i:them off;;/ arid by 
a and refreſbing: Waters, can re- 
heveme!from that Faintneſs that m—— 


] metolook Pale. 
| S&ThustbeLaw, whichibocmmont yidod 


[=zz 'oby ndpatle to ber ;COM> | 
102 Lovking-gla F. s us indeed 
lutions of our. Souls; and-diſcovers 
tous the:effe@ts of our {ywitual. Lengyid- 


| 


Che the 'Righ 


—_ doo; but tells m—_—_— 
by Saine Jobs 's mouth;; if any Afar. 
a4 —_— with th "Father, aſia 
teows, who is the Propitiation 


for our ſins,and/whoſe Blood: cleatſerus provi 


| alt fu. And the Aucbor ofthe [ame Galpel 


mvitesallthaſe; - that find/themſelves tired 
andthirſty, to come Aſt! nn age it 


relhed, Wb = te 'By, 


UL -laidbyhisRoda while, and came. | V 
eo: iden to-what” he expeted: /he-might 19 
ſearnfrom. Evſebine 5: who' ) packing here | 
put bimin-mindithat he had alſo mentioned | ? 
to methe fight of. his Shadow upon the face . |. 
ofthe River, asanetherobject of his Cons 
cewplarions, 'and chat therefore my: cqris. 
olky. wherein'l knew.Lizdamor, as ſoon 
as ſhould acquaint him with ee occalion; 
would ſbare )'made' me very defirous'eo 
knowwhat thoughts had beenſuggeſtedey | 
him;by a ng ſeem d - beg and 


barren. 


(ropes | 


The 
think; L $a ns out of- the Palo) 
I will but ſuccinaly mention ſome of thoſe 
Various 'things, that this ſhadow, as deſ+ 

_ picableas you think it; ſuggeſted: to me: 
[But fiace- i was. onel [entertaining and'ex- 
citing my ſelf; .not- with Natu> 
raliſts, or diſputing. with Atheiſts, L pre-. 
ſume you will not wonder, .that I take the 
Dodrineof. the Creation for granted, as/it; 

_ - tsacknowledged by Chriſtians in _y 
and particularly by You. | 


{+ 


me 1 WTDORITE £3133 
vi" : yz } 


ON 
OD OF 2, 


bl 


= F#: 293). F | 
b ſuterials." Hethat ciliech things that are 
| pat, 4 though they were; ,makes\rhewn by 

2 ther ; bros Ns '-E b' CFefe" on? 


Fey; 
hs, Th Heaven v7 rm Rooney 
with off tir Heaſt, the Earth and 1 
Ihivare thereog, Scarab a#r hit hs 
M's bes AUdP That hepriſerveth 


A$.OUT. Tcanflatours: | E 
Hebrew, Lromemges i t 1s, Fzpifier, # 
them in has improper Kind | 
exce,which,whillt thein 
cloggs 1woto- eg Crel \ cho 
boy po hk hd MN Pork 
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[fart of niy own Body , I.could, change at 


wa.  a.c*. -. od N— HT P- 
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eafuire fo the twinkling of. an, Eye, the 


pure and poſture of what-part ofthe Sha- 
dow I thought fit: And thus, when Gpd 


had a mind to work thofe Miracles, we 


X 


I moſt admire, as when at Joſuab's prayer he 
\ | ſopd the, courſe of the Sun, and at. He- 


zekiab's, made him go back, we Men, are 
apt to imagine that theſe prodigious Effects 
muſt needs coſt their Author much,and that 
hemuſt ſtrain his Power, and be neceflita-_ 
ted.to a troubleſome Exertion of his Omniz 
potence,to be able to produce them, where- 


' | astothat Divine Agent, thoſe things, thag 
| would be to all others impoſlible, are ſo far 
- | from being difficult, and the Creatures haye 
| ſo abſolute and continual a dependance on 


him, that 'tis as eaſie for him to effe& the 


| greateſt, Alterations in them, asto reſolve 
' to 'do fo, - And even thoſe Mirgculous 


changes of the courſe of Nature, that do 


the moſt aſtoniſh us, do ſo natyrally and 


neceſſarily flow from the Motions of his 
own Will, that todecree, and to execnte, 
( whether or nothey requite powers other». 
wiſe than Notionally, differing ) are alike 
ealte to him : And that irreſiſtible Agent. 
finds as little mote difficulty to producethe, 
greateſt changes among the Creatures,tharj 
to produce the leaſt 3, as I find it harder tg. 

Q. move 
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to move its little Finger. And this confide- 


ration ( ſubjoyns Euſebius Y might be, 'me- | 


tchought,copſolatory enough to his Church; 


. whoby rep ny an entire truſt in her God. 


entitles her fe} 
thit can as eaſily produce changes in the 


to the proteCtion of him; 


World; as reſolve on them, and can with 
the fame facility deſtroy her and his great- 
eſt Enernies, as decree their DeſtruQtion;” ' 

*T was alſo-further  confidering , (fays 
Ewſebizs) That though i the little wat'ry 
Bodies, that make up this/River, and cor- 
ſequently' thoſe that glided along by me, 
were ita reſtleſs Motion, the bindmoſt al- 
ways urgivg on, and chafing thoſe that were 
before them, yet my Shadow as was com- 


pleat and ſtable upon the fugitive Stream, | 


a51fit had been. projected on the water of 
a: Pond, or rather as if all the parts of 


VViter, whereon 'twas Viſible, had been. 


fixt and moveleſs; of which F made* this 
Application, that rhough we may ſay with 


Solomon ina larger lence than his, Ti hat one | 
Generation goes, and another comes, the 


World being maittained' by perpetual Vi- 
ciſlitudes of Generation: and Corruption, 
yet the Wiſdome and Providence of God 


_ does ſo far confine the Creatures to the 


eſtabliſh'd Laws of Nature, that though} | 


P I valt'y 


ove the whole” Arm of my: Shadow; that | 
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vaſt Multitudes of Individuals, are. always 
| giving place, to others, yet the particular 
" | Creatures, which do atany,time makeiyp 
| | the World, do always exhibit the like Pi- 
| Qureofits divine Original, , 2 ©... 
_ But yet laſtly, ( ſays Exſebiw ); 1 was 
conlidering too, that though. this Shadow 
bave ſome kind of reſemblance to. that, 
whoſe Shadow.it is, yet the Pifture;is buc 
yery ſuperficial and obſcurez And. if. we 
ſhould ſuppoſe, the Fiſhes that inhabit this 
Stream, to be endued with reaſon, they 
could even from Lizdamors ſhadow but col- 
_ Tet, thac the Original is a Man, and. nota 
Brute; but they could not hence make any 
| diſcovery of what manner of Man he is, 
.; nor know anything of his Virtues, or his 
F Thoughts, or his Intention,nor.conſequent- 
ly have that Notion of him, that I (pur- 
ſes Exſebins, turoiog to him, and alittle 
-Smiling on- him.) do harbour and cheriſh; 
— Who having the happineſs to converſe with 
] him, have the opportunity and the juſtice 
1 toadmire him. Thus, where formerly 
| ventured to call the World Gods Shadow; 
- Ididnot forget, how imperfe& a Picture a 
| Shadow. is wont-to be : And. though: this 
| dark Repreſentation, that-God has. vouch- 
- fafed Men of himſelf in the. Univerſe, - be 
| lufficient to convince us that it was not 
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fal' and Intelligent Being 3 the eternal 
Power and God-head of the Great Author 
of Nature, as the Scripture ſeems to teach 
-Us, beidg 
- onal Confiderers, in the viſible produQtiong | 
. of his Power: and wiſdome 3 yet how 
ſhort and dim a Knowledge mult they have 
-of -him, that have-no other than theſe Cor- 


-how little wilt humane IntelleCcts, without 
Revelation, diſcover of that manifold Wif-. | , 
dome of God, which-the Scripture teaches |. 


- feſſed,' thatin this Life they ſaw him but 
Darkly, and, asit were, in a Glaſs; ſure 
-the Dim light of meer Nature will give 
| us but extreamely imperfe@, and detraCting 
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Cort). 


madeby chance, but produced by a Power- 


manifeſted to attentive and rati- 


poral Inſtructors. How 'many of his glo- 
rious Attributes are there,for whoſe Knoy- 
ledge we-muſt be beholden, rather to his 
Written, thanihis Created Word? and 


us, That even to the' Angels it m 


- Fphal 3 be made known by the Church, And 
_ --+-+{- | If thoſe Uluminated perſons, ſuch} 
as Moſes and Saint Pax! himſelf, who had | 


both extraordinary Revelations from God, 
and intimate Communion with him, con- 


Idea's of him, whom: the tike Limitedneſs 
of our Nature will alfow. us to. know but] 
very-imperfeftly, in Heaven itſelf, though! 
25 we _—_ there fee him Face to Face.” our” 

fs Ippre® 


X , a5 { (229)... , 4 irgtoke $8 "of i 
spprehenſive Faculties will as well bein-. 
ll harged, as the Jazling and raviſhing,! 3 Jett: 
r | bediſcloſed, - - ES pig 9 
h'| But, ( ſays Exſebius ) though I forger,, 
- | that [ am not inthe Pulpit, Thopeyou re-, 
$ | member , that. I -told you at firſt, how, tle : 
Ipretended theſe kind of Reflections would 
endure a rigorous Philoſopbical Examen, 
2nd that I am not ſo Indiſcreet,as to,expect 
- | that they ſhould work Convidtion in: an 
* | Ihfidel,thoughl hope they may excite goad 
Thoughts ina Believer. .,,,, +, © 
| "Theſe laſt words of our Friend being not 
| followed by any other , Lindamor,” having 
"| waited,a while to aſcertaio himſelf, that 
4 Exſebins had ended his Diſcourſe, . began a= 
| nother, by ſaying : 


# '[perceive, Exſebins, with much more 
TJ -fatisfaftion than ſurpriſe , that the ſame 
4 Subject, and at the ſame time, did, as 'twas . 
ht, ſuggeſt very differing conſiderations to 
you and ime 3 br whilſt your Shadow at- 
forded you the riſe of ſublimeSpeculations, 
I was making but a moral RefleCtion upon 
| mine - For taking notice, ( continues he ) 
that the Shade my Body projcfted, near 
{ Noon, was almoſt as much ſhorter than it, 
"a the Morning it was longer, prompted. 
me to think, how fooliſh it were for we, 
who know by ſure ways of meaſuring my 
Q;z own 


a 
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own S qtore, that it is moderate. enough, 
not roke 

magine Nat am either as Tall as 3 
ant, Or as Low asa Dwarf, becauſel ſee 
Pp Shadow either exceeding long, or ex- 


ins bu 


fſues Lind wor, that if Philoſophers, 


F: ame'or Glory the Shadow of Virtue, , it 
would be as irrational to eſtimate ones (elf 

not by the teſtimonies of ones Conlcience,. 
which is the Authentick ſtandard.of Intrins 
fick worth , but. by the fickle Opinions of 


others," ( which ofrentimes flatter, and ofts; 
ner detra@) but very ſeldome give a juſt 


and impartial eſtimate of 'merit : The 


Fame may have its increaſe, and decre- 


ments, whilſt the Perſon continues the ſame, 
and loſes nothing of ſubſtance with the 


Shadow. And for a Man that ſhould ex- 


mine himſelf, and judge of himſelf by his 
own deſigns, and aCtions, not other Mens 


words , to ſuffer himſelf tobe puffd up by 


valgar applauſe, or dejected by unmerited 


cenſurers., were tO miſtake a Shadow for a 
Standard. | 


either p Youd of, 'or complain'd of, , 


"ſhort '; and I was further conſider-. 


a ell” as the Vulgar, bave rightly called 


DIS- 
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Upon a Fall Ws d by coming tao wean. 
the Rivers. Brine | £} 01 


TT. was not lovg after this, that Evcenivs 
_ chanciog to, ſpy a little, Nook, whith 
ſcem'd.to promiſe hima, myre convenſen 
Station for his Avgliog, . he invited. Linda- 
mor to-ſhare. the advantage, with him, and 
began to walk thitherward along theRivers 
Briok, which the. abundant moiſture of the 
Waters that glided by it, hadadorn'd with 
2 pleaſant Verdure ;But he had-not marche 
very far, when chancing totread on a place; 
where the courſe of the Water had worn 
off. the Bank,” and made it hollow under- 
neath, he found the Earth falter under him, 
and could not binder his Feet from fli pping. 
down with the, Turfthat betray'd him; nor. | 
cauld:he have: eſcaped ſo, had-not his en- - 
deavours tocaſt the weight of his Body to- 
wards the Bank been afliſted by Lindamor, 
who though not ſo near the Brink as to be 
In danger, was not ſo far off but that he was. 
able tocatch hold of him, and draw him 
tothe firm Land; The nniſethat Lindamor. 
made, when he ſaw his Friend falling, 
quick]y drew Emnſebius and me hither ; ? 
4 where, 


"(an). 


merry with the Diſaſter, I found to haye 
been ſo harmleſs ; Enſebins (who arriv'd 
therealittle later )ask'd him how he cate 
to fall, and Engerius anſwering, that he 
thought he had trod upon firm Ground, be- 
cauſe he ſaw theBank look to the very edge 
asif it differ'd not from the reſt of the 
Field, which it terminated;  Euſebins took 
occaſi ion from thence to cell him, You may 
from this take notice, that 'tis not ſafe Tra- 
velliog upon the confines of what is Law- 
ful, and whar is Sinful, ,no more than up- 
on the Borders of two Hoſtile Nations : 
When we ſuppoſe, that thus far: we may 
go towards that which 1s Sinful, without 
commiteing it, we are wont with more 


boldneſs than confi derateneſs to conclude, 


that we need not ſcruple to venture, or ra- 
ther that we ſhall' run no venture, having 
firm footing all the way. But 'tis much to 
be feared, that when we allow out ſelves 
to come as far as the utmoſt Verge of what 
is Lawtul, and to do that which 1n the Ca- 
faiſts Language , is #antum nor to Sin, the 
natural Proclivity of our minds to Evil, 


which carries them downwards, as weight 


does our Bodies, will ſometime | or other 
make us find hollow Ground, where we 
—_ to find 1 It frm : He that to. Day 


will 


where, after I had a while made my "ſelf 
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will go towards Sin as far as he thinks hed 
may, 1s in danger of going to Morrow fur- 
ther then he ſhould 3 And it is far. more 
eafie for him to be ſecure than to be ſafe, 
that walks upon the Brink of a Precipice- 
He was a wiſe Man, that as ſoon as he had 
forbidden his Son to enter 1nto the path of 
the Wicked, and to goin the way of Evil 
'men, ſubjoyns, as the beſt courſe to con- 
form to the Preſcription, avoid ir, paſs not. 
bx.ir, turn fromit, and paſs away : God's. 
| indulgence leaves us a Latitude to comply 
with our Infirmities, and Neceſhties, and to. 
| give us opportunities. of exerciſing a pious: 
Jealouſie over our ſelves, and of ſhewing 
how much we fear to offend him. ' But a. 
wary Chriftian will ſay in this caſe, as Saint. 
Paul did in almoſt a like, AU things are. 
Lawful for me,but all things are not expedi- 
ext 3 And he muſt often go further than he. 
can with Prudence, that will always go as 
far as he thinks he can with Innocence. 


——— 
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- *Þ5l the Good and Miſchief that Rivers : 


De 


C 
 %. 
qra51' 1 ? 


as it were, by. common Conſent, ap- 


p! 
But we had nor. Angt'd very lopg, before 


we were Diſturb'd dy a loud and confus d. 
Noſe, "Which we ſoon diſcover'd,to, pro= 


ceed from a Ship, that, tapether with ſome 
Barges, -and other Jefſer 

e hs Ip 'of a favourable Breath of Wind, 
up the River towards London. "The 


ſight of theſe Laden-Veſlels, together with. 
the” proſpe et of the Thames, Which, ( as it. 


happen'd in that place ) ſeem'd, in various 


Windings and Meanders, wantonly to. fly, 


and to purſue it ſelf;;. This fi ght, Flay, toge- 


ther with that of the rich and flouriſhing. 


Verdure,which the Waters,in their paſſage, 
beſtow'd upon all the Lands that were on 
either {ide any thing near their Banks , 
invited Exgenins, to fall upon the praiſes 
of that Excellent River, which not only 
amparts Fertility and Plenty, here at home, 
by Inriching all the places that have the ad- 
vantage. 


Hs "Diſcourſe being endal, we All, 


? our ſelves ' 3F%in to proſecute the 
Sport. that had invited us to. the River :* 


oats, were, by, 


* 
"> 


wt 
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vantage to be near it 3 but helps to bringus . 
Home, whatever the Remoter parts of the . 
World, and the Indies themſelves, whe- .. 
ther Eaſt or Weſt, have of Rare or! er | 
ab. 
je Lindamor, having both applauded and. 
recruited theſe Commendations, Me- inks, ;. 
(fays he) That amongſt,othgr.good FPIHgs, i 
wherewith this River furniſhss us, 1t may 
ſupply us with, a good Argujnent \ againſt.” 
thoſe Modern Stoicks, who. are wont, with, | 
more Eloquence than Reaſon, to.Declaim., 
| againſt the Paſſions, and-.,would fain;ngr>-. 
ſwade 0rbers, ( for I doubt,zhbetber. thay bet 
ſo perſwaded, themſclyes.) Thatzhe ones 
- ought to deal with its AﬀeRions, as Phar: 
would have -dealt with the: Jews-Mabes 4 
whom he thought it wiſe to. Deſtroy, left- 
they might, one Day, grow! up into a-Con- 
dition to reyolt from him... But, becanſe 
the Paſſions, are.( lometimes,). Mutinons, - 
to wiſhan Apathy, isas unkind to us, a8 it! 
would be to.our. Country; To- wiſh we had. 
no Rivers, becauſe. ( ſometimes ) they. do |. 
Miſchief, when great or ſuddainRain bells 
them above tbeir Banks. 

When I confi der, ( ſays, Epfobine.Y: That | 
of the Immaculate and Divine Lamb: him-' 
ſelf, »tis recorded in the Goſpel, That' He 
looked round about ; =pon certain Jews with In- 
dignation, 
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dignation, being griev'd for the Hardneſs of - 


their Hearts 5 So that two Paſſions are aſ- 
crib'd to Chriſt himſelf in one Verſe : And 
when I conſider roo, the Indifferency, and 


( conſequently the lopocence ) of Paſſions 


in their own Nature, and the Uſe that Wife 
and Virtuous Perſons may make of thern, 
I cannot think'we Vought to throw away 
Cor ſomuch #$wiſh away ) thoſe Inſtry- 
ments'of Piety;- which God and Nature 
has ptit into'otrr Hands : Bnt atn very well 
content we ſhould' retain them, 'upon ſuch 
conditions | as 'Abrahans did,'' Thoſe' Dome- 
ftiths be bought with his Money, "whom the 


_ Seripture tells us, He both Circumcis 'd, and * 


kept as Servants. 

But; ( continues Euſebins) As T do not 
akogether diſallow” Lindamors Compari- 
fon, between” Rivers and Paſſions, fo he 
muſt'give me leave to add this to it, That 
as Rivers,' when they. over-flow, Drown 
thoſe Grounds, and Ruine thoſe Hufband- 
men, Which whilſt they flow'd Calmly be- 
twixt their Banks, chay Fertiliz'd and En- 
rich'd-: Soour Paſſions, ( when they grow 
Exorbitant andUnruly ) deſtroy thoſe Vir- 
zxes, to which they way be very Services 
able whilſt they keep within their Bounds. 


{—Ioſtances of this truth, ( purſues Euſe- 
tvs )are but too Obvious ; ; "tis ſaid, That 


Valour 


"KH — OO mn Ys 


i Can 5 


| regulated, may, intime, grow to difobey 


Vilour is Anger s Whetſtone; and our being | 


Tl Connſell'd bythe Apoltle To be Angry, aud 


not to Sin, argues, that Paſſion zot to be 
Incompatible with Innotence, whilſt *tis 
confin'd within the limits of Moderation. 
But when once Anger: 1s Boyl'd up into © 
Rage, or Choler into an habitual Fury, or 
appetite of Revenge,it makes more Havock 
in the World than Beaſts and Tnundati- 
ons : The greateſt part ofthoſe Kivers of 
Blood, that are ſhed In Battels, ( though ' 
ſpilt by Anger.) do rather lrritate than Ap- 
peaſe the unnatural Thirſt of that inſa- 
tiate Fury : The burning of Cities, the 
finking of Fleets, .and the Deſolations of 
Provinces, and of Kingdoms, make but part 
of the Tragick effects of this Tuhumane 
Paſſzon, when 1t once thorowly poſſeſſes thoſe 
that wield Scepters, and handle Swords. 

[ will nor tell Lizdamor, That ev'n that 


- nobleſt and beſt of Paſſions, Love, as gen- 


tleand amiableas it appears, when once it 


comes to degenerate by growing Unruly, 


or being miſplacd, is guilty of far more 


"Tragedies than thoſe that have the fortune 


to be ated on Theatres, or to furniſh the 
Writers of Romances 3- and that which 
( perchance at firſt ) ſeems to be but an 
Innocent Love, being not duely watch'd.and 


or 


OE DT ae ©» 
| or deceive Parents, to violate Friendſhips, 
to ſend Challenges, and fight Duels, to be- 
tray;\the, Honour, of harmleſs Virgins, and 
ofthe nobleſt Families, to Rebel againſt 
Kings, procure the Ruine of Monarchies 
1 Fommiog-wealths 3 And, 1n a word, 
_ T9 make thouſands miſerable, and thoſe it 
. poſlefles moſt of all, and thereby to bring 
-;Creditto, if not alſo to Surpaſs, the Fidi- 
"ons of Poets, and the Fabulous ſtories of 
. Romances. . | 
_Andas for the deſire of Excelling'others, 
as great and.noble things as it makes Men 
- undertake,whilſt it aſpires only to a Tran(- 
 cendency in/irtze, and in Goodzejs, when 
that Paſſionate defire, by making Men too 
greedy of Superiority in Fame and Power, 
degenerates into Ambition; *How many 


Fices are uſually. ſet a - work by this one 


Paſſion | The contempt of the Laws, the 
- Violation of Oaths, the Renouncing of Al- 


- legiance, the Breach of Leagues and Com-. + 


paQs, . the. Murther .of ones neareſt Rela- 
- tion, ( if theybe more nearly. related roa 
Crown.) and all the other Crimes and 
 Miſeries, that-are wont to beget or attend 
. civil: Wars, are the” uſual as well as diſ- 


' mal Productions of this aſpiring: Humour 


in a Subje&t 5 Not:does -it;.lels Miſchief 
when Harbour'd iti a Princes Breaſt, for the 
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Undoing" of his owr: People, the Ky 

of his Neighbour's States, the Sacking af 
Cities, the Slaughter of Armies, the Dif- 
peopling 'of ſowe Provinces, and the Peg- 
pling of others with Widdows and 'Or- 
phanes,' are: Sacrifices. that are more fre- 
quently offer'd up'to Ambition, than able 
to ſatisfie it : For what can quench his 
Thirſt of” Rule and Fame, or hindex, the 
Attempts to which it ſtimulates him, that 
can find in his Heart to deſtroy Armies, and 
. rvine Provinces, only, that he maybe taken 
notice of to be able to do ſo. es 
© Certainly ( ſubjoyns Exſebizs ) he knew 
very well the Frame of humane Spirits,that 
ſaid by the Pen of an, Apoſtle 5 
From whence comes Wars and Brawl- 
ings among you £ Come they not hence, 
evn of your Luſis that War in your, Mem: 
bers : And | doubr whether Plagues, Wars 
and Famines have done more miſchief to 
Mankind, than Anger and Ambition, and 
ſome other inordinate Paſſions ; for theſe 
do frequently bring upon Men thoſe pub- 
lick and other fatal Calamities, either as 
Judgments, which they provoke God: to 
Inflict, or as.Evils, which as proper conſe-- 
quents naturally flow, from thoſe Mifchie- 
vous praCtices, to which unbrid''d Paſſions 
hurry the criminally unhappy Perſoris they 
bave Inflav'd, here- 
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© Wherefore, ( concludes Exſebizs, caſts 


- 


Ing his Eyes upan Lindamor ) As the uſe- 


fulnels of a River hinders us not from ma- 
king good the Banks, and, ifneed,be, ma» 
king, Damms, to confine it within its Li- 
mits, and prevent its Inundations 3 So the 
uſefulneſs of the Paſſions ſhould not. hinder 
us from watchfully employing the Methody 
and Expedients afforded us by Reaſon and 
Religion, to keep them within their due 
Bounds , which they ſeldome over-flow 


without ſhewing to our Coſt, that, as'tis 


obſerved of Fire and Water, they cannot 
be ſo good Servants, but that they are worſe 
Maſters. | 
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DISCOURSE 1X. 


pon the comparing of Lands, ſeated at dif 


fering diſtances frontthe River. 
"THis laſt Diſcourſe, to which the Ri- 


| ver had afforded the occaſion, invi-; | 
ting me to Survey as much of it as was 


within my View, a little more attentively, 
gave me dhe oppottunity of taking notice 


| of a manifeſt difference betwixt'the Lands 
thatlay nearit, and thoſe whoſe Situation 


Was renter from'it, and having acquainted 


y 


_ Euſebics. 


p j T0) 
Ss 7 - , . 
Fg | 


”y 
* 


fe E.# 


Fd 


| tuſebius with what I had obſery'd, which 


his own Eyes could not but”p reſcvtly bear 


| Sitheke to; One ( foys he) that thoull 
_ | only confider howſwiftly, this Stream runs A- 


Tong theſe lowery Meadows,and how'great 
a quantity of. Water paſſes through them, 
andfrom them, towards the Sea; would he 
ipt toconclude,that certainly theſeGrounds 
'tetain none of the Water which runs from 
[them ſo haſtily, and fo plentifully, eſpe- 
'Gially ſince we can ſee no Chanels, nor 
' other manifeſt Inlets, and Receptacles, thar 
ſhould divert and retain the fugitive Wa- 
ter , ſo that the Grounds confining on the 
River,” muſt be but little advantag'd by its 
"Neighbourhood. But, ( continues Euſe- 
'bixs)) though theſe Grounds have not any 
patent Paſſages, whereby to derive Water 
\ and Fatneſs from the River, and therefore 
muſtſuffer the greateſt part of it to run by 
them undiverted , yet ſtill ſome of the 
Cheriſhing and Fertilizing moiſture is from 
time to time ſfok'd in by the Neighbouring 
Ground, and ( perhaps by blind Pores and 
crooked Chanels) ſo diſperſed thotow the 
whole Fields,” that they have thereby Wa- 
"ter, and in that vehicle Fertility convey'd 
, to them, which you will not doubt, if you 
do but with me take notice; how much the 
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© Landsthat lye on both ſides near the Corſe 
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of the River, are more Verdant, and F{oy- 
Tiſhing.and more Rich then thoſe leſs happy 
Grounds,to whom their Remoteneſs denies 
the advantage of ſo improving a Neigh- 
bour-hood. 

Thus (reſumes Exſebins ) many a pious 
Perſon that is an Aſſiduous attendant on the 
means of Grace, and has a care to place 
himſelf as it were in the way, by which the 
Ordinances of God, eſpecially thoſe of 
Reading,and Expounding of the Scriptures, 
are wont freely and copiouſly to flow, is 

_ Ceſpecially upon any fit of Melancholy, or 

_ diſtreſs of Mind ) apt to be extreamely 
 diſcouragd from proſecuting that courſeof 
Duties, and by looking upon the little that 
he remembers of ſo many excellent Ser- 

mons as he has heard, he 1s often inclined 
to conclude not only he has loſt all the 
good Sermons that he has heard already, 
but that at leaſt for ſuch as he there is little 
to be expeRted from them for the future. 

Burt though to lofe ſo much of a thing, 
ſo precious as the Dodrine of Salvation, 
be that, which 1s oftentimes a fault, and .al- 


ways an unhappineſs, yet 'tis a far lels| 


- Miſchief to forget Sermons than to for- 
fake them, the one may he but an effed of 
a weak Memory, the other is that of a 
depraved Will,perverted by Lzzinefs, Im- 

patience, 


. (243) We 
patience, or ſome greater fault 3 we ſhould 
ſcarce allow it for a Rational proceeding , 
if one in a Conſumption, or Diſentery, 
becauſe he grows not Fat with Feeding, 
ſhould reſolve to renounce Eating and 
Drinkiog. - is 5, ee oh ann. 
;: But this (ſays Enſebi2 ) 18 not that which 
| chiefly intended : For Pious, but melan- 
choly Perſons, are oftentimes too Partial 
zyainſt themſelves, to be competent Judges 
oftheir own Eſtate , they ſeem not. to for- 
je n' Yermon ſo much as that, Charity 
| ob begin at home 3 And they are much 
-| thore careful not to accuſe any body wrong- 
' | fully than themſelves , though they might 
remember, that in the Eſtimate of Chriſt 
| himſelf, all Grounds are not equally Fruit- 
| fulthat are good, ſome bringing forth hun- 

dred, ſome fixty, fome bur thirty Fold, 
and yet to all he vouchſafes the title of 
Good ; and though, as mad Men that have 
quite loſt their *Wits, ſeldome or never 
complain of the want of them; ſo thoſe 
thathave forfeited,or are devoid of Grace, 
rarely bemoan themſelves of the weakneſs 
of it.' And'*'tis no mean ſign of Proficiency 
| inPiety, to be apt to deplore ones unpro- - 
ficiency 5 'Tis true, that Preaching is not 
alwayes, and I fear not ſo much as often, the . 
Sayour of Life natoLife, the Perverſneſs 
2 © 
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of the Hearers making it but too frequently 
the Savour of Death unto Death. 'Bat yer, 
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ſpeaking inthe general;though.it aggravate 


-the Sins committed in ſpite of it, yet-it 
- uſually hinders many 'others from 'beirg 


committed ; and he that twicea Week is 


"told of God, and Duty, and Heaven; and 
Hell, has his Conſcience more awak*dithin 


he that never hears of afy of theſe things, 


' And if you but compare one of theſe de- 


ſpondent Chriſtians , we are- conlidermy, 
with the careleſs Senſuhlts, thaffly a VOW- 


"-zing Sermon, as they ſhould do what. it 


4 


Would deter them from 3: you will -eatily 
_ diſcern a ſufficient diſparity between them, | 
- to invite you to conclude; "that the [nftru- 
-Aiveneſs of Preaching:may, like.the:moi-| 


Mure of the River, be convey 'd butby little 


- and little- at a time, and!by unperceived| 
- Paſſages, and yet be able to 1mpart.Fer- 
-tli:y : For though muchrun by, yetedt- 
monly ſomething will ſtick, which we may 


ſafely conclude, if though we 'candiſcern 


"Ir no other way, it diſcloſe it ſelf bythe 
; Effects 5; for *'tis not alwayes to thofe:that 


remember the moſt of them, that Sermans 


do the moſt good, .as' Water retined-/in 


Ponds makes not the Bottom flouriſhing, 
but the Banks, and the Efficacy of a:Ser- 
mon'1s better to be collected: from. the. Im- 


1 


preſſion} 


hn 
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ſpreſſion it has onthe Underſtanding, and 
Aﬀe@ions, than trom that:1t leaves on the 
/Memory, whether we retain the Particu- 
lars faithfully or. no, and carry them home 
with:us; yetif a Sermon leave us Devou- 
ter than it found: us, if we go from Gad's 
Ordinances, with a love to them, anda 
relliſh of them, and a purpoſe to frequent 
them, we way be Deſpondents, but are not 
altogether Non-proficients 3 that incorrup- 
tible: Seed by which we are Regenerated, 
being once thrown into an honeſt Heart, 
,may as our Saviour intimates, grow up we 
know not well how, and though perhaps 


by inſenſible degrees, yet at length attain 


Maturity. To diſpatch, { concludes Exſe- 


-| bis) whether or no a Man can orderly 


repeat all the Particulars that compoſed the 


| Sermon, it does him good, if it either 


makes him good, or keeps him ſo: And its 
Operation is to beeſtimated, not ſo much 
by what we Remember, as by what we 
Reſolve. 

What you have been ſaying, ( ſubjoyns 


| Lindamor) when he perceived that Exſe- 


bius had done ſpeaking, ſuggeſts to me a 


Reflection, that till now:I did not dream 


of3 And though it differ from that where- 
with you haye been pleaſed to entertain us, 
yet becaule 'tis applicable to the ſame pur- 
{ = R 3 pole, 
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poſe, and occafioned by the fame River, | 
- ſhall without ſcruple, though after your 
Diſcourſe, not without Bluſhes, tell you, 
'thatitis thisz I, among many others that 
Live near it, have often reſorted 1n hot 
Weather to this River, to bathe my ſelfin 
It, andafter what I have been hearing, [ 
now begin to confider, that though incom- 
| Parably the greater part of the River run 
by me, without doing me any good, and 
though when I went out of it, I carried 
away little or none of it with me 3 yet 
whilſt T ſtayed in it, that very Stream, 
Whoſe VVaters run ſo faſt away from me 
waſhed and carried off whatever Foulne 

it might find ſticking ro my Skin : And be- 
fides, not 'only cooled me, and refreſhed 
me, by allaying the intemperate heat that 
. diſcompoſed me, and made me faint, but 
alſo helpd metoa good Stomach for ſome 
while after; © © © ; ; 
' Thus (reſumes Lizdamor) I have ſome- 
times found, that a moving Sermon, though 
It did not find me qualified to derive from 
. Itthe Advantages it queſtionleſs afforded 
better ' Auditors , and when I went 


 fromiit, I found 1 had retained fo little of 


it, that it ſeemed to have almoſt totally 
Nipt out of my Memory, yet the more 
Joltrudtive and Pathetjck pallages of What 
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that Operation upon me, as to cleanſe the 
Mind from ſome of the Impurities it had 
contraſted, by Converſing to and fro in 
a defiling World , without ſuffering Pol- 
Jutions to ſtay long, and ſetle where they 
began to be Harboured z And beſides, I 
found that a courſe of ſuch Sermons, as I 
have been mentioning, did oftentimes (and 
ifit had not been my own fault, would have 
alwag©done fo ) both allay thoſe Inordi- 
nate heats that tempting Objects are but 
too apt to Excite; refreſh my drooping 
Spirits, that continually needed tobe re- 
vived, and raiſe in me an Appetite to the 
means of Grace, which are Piety s ( and 
conſequently the Soul's ) true and 1mpro- 


viog Aliments. Sothat, (concludes Li#- 


damor ) though ſeldome let Sermons do 
meall the good they may, and ſhould, yet 
I dare not forſake them, becauſe I forget 
them; ſince 'tis to do a Man ſome good, to 
make him leſs bad than he was, and to give 
a Value and nclination for the means of 
growiog better than he is. 


R 4 DIS- 
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DISCOUASE.E.... 


| Vpon a Fiſhes running away with the 
Bait. | 


"His Refleion of Lindamor's was ſoon 
follow'd by. another of the ſame 
Gentleman's, who ſeeing:many Fiſ-y rife 
one after another, and bite at Exgenins's 
Bait, which he ler them ſometimes run a- 
way with, that he might be the ſurer to be 
able to drazy them up, as he afterwards did 
ſeveral of them 3 See, ( ſays Lindamor, as 
one of the Fiſhes had juſt ſwallowed the 
Hook ) how yonder filly Fiſh , having at 
length ſeized the beloved Bait, he has heen 
Courting, poſts away with it as hisobtained 
wiſh, little dreaming of being himſelf ta- 


- Kens Thus ( continues the ſame Speaker ) | 


when greedy Mortals have an opportunity 
to obtain forbidden things,theyjoytfully run 
away with them as the Goods they aimed 


at, and when they fondly think they have 


caught,they are fo,and whilſt they imagine 
themſclves to carry away a Booty, they he- 


come a Prey; for that heis in his Judg- 


inent that never errs, who, whatever he 
gets into the Bargain, loſes himſelf. 
- TheScripture, (fubjoyns Exgenizs) men- 


tions 


| 


| 


f 


| 
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tions, among other-propertiesof 'Vice, that 
which it .calls:the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; 
And the wiſe: Man'tells us, that: Wine is a 
Mocker 3 and jt: may be oneof the reaſons 
oftheſe Expreſſions, that when: we think | 
our ſelves poſlefied of a finful- Pleaſure, 
we are indeed paſleſled by 1t, -as Dzmo- 
niacks are pofſeſied by theDivel,wha ſerves 
many other Sinners, though leſs perceived- 
ly, as he ſerves'Witehes, whom he gets the 
Power -to command; by ſeeming to obey 
them;. and to: comply with their. criminal 
deſires 3 And, if. :we:.compare- this., with 
what'T was juſt now obſerving-to:you, on 
the occaſion-of the:counterfeit:Ely ,we may. 
add; That even'when Sin ſeems the. Kind» 
eſt and moſt Obſequious to us,: and to an+ 


- ſwer if not exceed our Deſires; our caſe 
, may be but like the Canaanitiſh General's, 


who though'he had Milk - brought him by 
Jael joſtead of the:Water he only requeſt- 
ed, was but thereby invited to , 
Sleep the Sleep of Death, and to 2908 4 
have his Fears more ſurpaſs'd than 
his Deſires had been. 

. But, (purſues Exſebizs ) this may ſupply 


-Þs with another Refle&ion 3 for though this 


Fiſh ſeems to have devoured the Hook and 
Bait it ſwallowed, yet in effect it is taken _ 
thereby 3 ſothe Dive), when he had played 
| p an 
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the Serpent and the Lion, when he had 
brought the Jews and Gentiles to conſpire 
againſt their common Saviour, and had | 
made Herod and Pilate friends to make them 
joynt Enemies to Chriſt,and when by theſe 
means he ſeemed to have obtained his end, 
by employing their hands to Kill the for- 
midableſt of all his Enemies, this purſued 
Prey deftroyed the ſeeming Conqueroyr ; 
and Death appearing to ſwallow the Lord 
of Life, was, if I may ſo ſpeak, choaked 
by the Attempt , fince he not only was 
quickly abletoſay in the Apoſtles Trium- 
phant Language: 0 Death, where . 
#& thy Sting 2 0 Grave, where is thy © _— 
ViFory ? but did by Death conquer 
bim that had the power of Death, 
#hat is, the Divel; nay, and made 
all his followers ſo much ſharers in the ad- 
vantages of his Conquelt, as by the ſame 
way ( which we are informed by the fame 
Text ) to deliver thoſe whom the reſtleſs 
fear of Death perpetually kept from relt- 


Thing the Joys of Life. 


of 
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DISCOURSE XI. 


' Upon a Danger ſpringing from an unſege 
| ſonable Conteſt with the Steerſman. 


His Diſcourſe being ended, Exgenine, 
 # who was look'd upon by us all as the 
moſt Experienc'd as well as concerned 
Angler among us, deſcrying at a good di- 
ſtance a place which he judged more come 

'yenient for our Sport, than that we there 
were in, where the Fiſh began to bite but 
ſlowly 3 He invited the Company to this 
new Station, but when we were come tht 


| ther, finding in a ſhort time, that either it 


was ill ſtock'd with Fiſh, or that the Seaſon 
of their Biting in the places thereabouts 
was over, hethought it concerned him to 
provide us ſome better place 3 and accor- 
dingly, whilſt we were yet, by the pleaſure 
of mutual converfation, endeavouring to 
keep the Fiſhes ſulleoneſs from proving an 
Exerciſe to our patience, he walk'd on along 
the River, till he lighted upon a Youth,thar 


- by his Habir ſeem'd to belong to ſome Boat 


or other Veflel; and having enquir'd of 
him, whether he could not be our Guide ta 
ſome: place where the Fiſh would bite 
quick, he replied, that he eaſily could, it 
Miki Bodbotuihe . _— 
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we would-take the trouble of coming to a 
place on the other ſide of the River, which 
his Mafter, who was a Fiſher-man, had 
Baited over Night,. and would queſtionleſs 
let us make uſe of for a ſmall Gratification ; 
Exgenias, being very well content, ca]l'd 
away the Company, which were led by the 
Youth toa Boat. belonging to his Maſter, 
into which being entered,the old Man,who 
was owner of the Boat, hoys'd up Sails, 
and began to (tzer the Boat with one of his 
- Oars, to a place he ſhewed us at a good 
diſtance off, but did it ſo unſkilfully, that 
ſince a Mariner of his Age could ſcarce 
miſtake fo groſsly for want of Experience 
in the River, we began to ſuſpect, that he 
had too plentifully taſted a far ſtronger Li- 
quor than that which was the Scene of his 
Trade; and as the old Man was half Drunk, 
ſo theYouth appeared to be a meer Novice, 
both which wehadquickly occaſion to take 
notice of : For ſome Clouds that were 
gathering out of the Sea, paſſing over our 
Veſlcl, rais'd in their paſſage, as is uſual 
enough, a temporary Wind, that to ſuch a 
{light Boat as ours was, might almoſt paſs 
for a kind of Storm 3- For then the old 
Man gave out his direCtions ſo ill, and the 
Youth was ſo little able to execute them 
| Punctually, that two of the. Company of= 

” fended. 
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fended at their unſkilfulneſs, began by,an- 
.gry and unſeaſonable Expoſtulations and 
| Clamours, to. confound the already diſor- 
:der'd Boat-man, and being got up, with no 
ſmall hazard to the Boat, they would per- 
chance, by croſhing the Water-men. in 
their endeavours, have made it miſcarry, 
| had not Lindamor, whole Travels had made 
. him well acquainted with ſuch caſes, cax- 
. peſtly requeſted them to fit (ti]}, and let the 
Water-men.do their own work as well as 
. they could, aftirming,that he had ſeen more 
than one of thoſe eaſily over-ſet Boats caſt 

_ .away by the confuſed and diſagreeing ep- 
\deavours of the Water-men_and. Paſſen- 
_. gers to perſerve it : - This- counſel was 
thought very reaſonable, fince_the greater 
the Wind was, and the leſs the Steerman's 


-dexterity, the more neceflary, it appeard, 


that we ſhould be orderly-and quiet, and 
by taning our Bodies ſometitnes one way, 
.and ſometimes another , as occafion' re- 
-quir'd, do what in us lay to keep the Veſſel 
; Upright, and herein we were ſo proſperous, 
.-that ſoon after the Cloud was paſled, and 
the Shower it brought with it was over,the 

.. Wind grew moderate enough to allow us 
_ .. to make ſome calm Reflections on what had 
happened : This Lindamor,from the thanks 
that were given him for his advice, took 

FE 1: occafron 


ns 4 


| —_— 

bceafion to do1n theſe terms: Since Stateſ 

men and Philoſophers are wont to compare 

a Common-wealth to a Ship, I hope the 

Reflection gee, tous by what had juſt 
2 


now happen'd, will be the eafier pardon'd. 


The {kill of ruling Nations, is an Artnoleſs 


difficult than nobles for whereas Statuaries, 
Maſons , Carpenters, and other Artificers 
work upon. inanimate Materials, a Ruler 
muſt manage free 'Agents, who may haye 
each ofthem intereſts or deſigns of their 
own, diſtinCt from thoſe of the Prince, and 
many times repugnant to them : Andthe 
' Prizes that are contended for in Govern- 
ment,either are, or (which 1s in our caſe all 
__ one)are thought, ſo Valuable, and the con- 

currents are ſoConcern'd,and conſequently 
{folnduſtrious to drive on each his own de- 
figo, that without mentioning any of thoſe 
many other things which make good Go- 
vernment difficult, theſe alone may ſuffice 
to make it more our trouble than our won- 
der, that the Rulers of States and Com 
 mon-wealths ſhould oftentimes miſ-govern 
them. But the publick Infclicities of de- 


cliniog States, are not always wholly due to - 


- the Imprudence of the Ruler, but often- 
times thoſe that moſt reſent ſuch Impru- 
demcy, even by thoſe very Reſentments, 
- Encreafe the pub] 


Cy 


a "amd. a ca vom. 


ick Diſorders they a o_ 
M 


w_ —— > A£2 © 53 a»Dsg 


wy 


SN. | 
{ much troubled at z and it way be a que- 
ſtion » Whether it be more prejudicial tg 
Common-wealths, to have Rulers that are 
mean States-men, than to have a Multitude 
of Subjefts, that think themſelves to be 
Wiſe ones, and are forward to Cenſure 
what is done by their Magiſtrates, either 
becauſe it is done by their Saperiours, ar 
becauſe *tis not done by themſelves. 

Yet it may well be doubted, ( ſays Ex- 
genius ) whether the Reverence and Sub- 
 miſhon we owe to Senates, or Princes, ex- 
' tend to our very Reaſons, and our inward 
Thoughts: For the Right, and the Skill to 
Govern, are two very diſtin& things z nor 
does the one confer the other : A Crown, 
how pretious ſoever, adorns but the out- 
fide of the Head, without enriching the in- 
fide 3 and its Splendour will ſcarce dazle 
a Wiſe beholders Eyes, though. it but too 
often does theirs that wear it :. No, the 
Tribunal of Reaſon has a Juriſdition that 
reaches to Thrones themſelves, and what 
you well obſerved juſt now concerning 
the difficulty of avoiding faults in Govern- 
ment, will, I preſume, make you think it 
excuſable, if I confeſs that I think, Sove- 
raigns do now and then do what you con- 
feſs 'tis ſo hard for them to avoid doing 3 
Nor is it morea Breach of Loyalty, not to 


think 


4 


29 ay 
think a weak Governour a Prudent one; 


bd 
{ 


than not to think him Tall,'or Streight, &r 


Sharp-ſighted - if Nature have made hit 


Low, or Crooked, or 'Parblind. 'A Senate 
or a Moparch', may indeed command tmy 
Life'an Fortune; but as for my Opinivng, 
whether of Perſons, .or things, I cannot in 
moſt cafes 'command, them my ſelf, but 
muſt ſuffer them to be ſach'as the Nature 
of the things I judge of requiresz and 
therefore, the thinking all things done with 
"Wiſdome that are done 'by Men in Pow-' 


"Er, is too great an Impoſlibility to be a 


Duty 3/'#hd beſides, 'it would leſſen the 
 MeritofObedience, which otherwiſdwould 
'Hot appear to be paid to the Authority of 
the Magiſtrate, fince we readily obey the 
-Injun&i6n'of Lawyers and Phyſitians, as 
longaswethink them Prudently fram'd for 
our good 4 though we acknowledge not 
- theſe Perſons to have any right to'*Com- 
- mandus. ©, 9 


'" ” But thongh'(continues Exgenins )T take 


Reaſon tb be*ſo ſupfeam a thing, that as 
- even the'greateſt Princes Attions ſhould be 
'' regulated by it,ſo they may be judo'd by it; 


'-yet I allow lawful Authority a Jari{diftion . 


_- -over my Actions, that T'deny it over my 


: Opinions; and though T can obey the Or- * 


: 'ders that have the Impreffes of Wiſdome, 
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| 25 well as the ſtamp of Authority, with 
more hope and alacrity , yet I can obey 
thoſe whereio { think Power is unguidedby 
Prudence, with no leſs PunQtualneſs and 
Fidelity: I would not refilt a Magiſtrate 
when'I cannot eſteem himg and though I 
dare diſcern Folly even in the greate 
| Pritices,yetI can reverence Authority in the 
weakeſt. | 

I know Exngenizs too well ( ſays Liz- 
Jamor ) not tobelieve him: But though I 
confeſs, that to do what you'fay, is to do 
mach, and to do that which 1 fear is not 
bſually done, yet me-thinksit were well 
if we did ſomewhat more; for whereas 
moſt humane. Actions, eſpecially about 
Matters political, are attended with great 
variety of Circumſtances,according to ſome 
or other of which, they may be differently 
cobſidered, and eſtimated, as tis not very 
difficult to rake many, if not moſt Aﬀtions 
appear politick or unwiſe, according as 
they are Cloathed with thoſe of their Cir- 
cumſtances, that may be applied to excuſe. 
them, or with thoſe that are fit to diſcom- 
mend them ; ſol would take a care to pur 
the favourableſt Conſtrutions on thoſe 
publick Counſels, that are capable of more 
Conſtructions than one,and ule the Parents 

of my Country, as Noah's two dutiful 
| S Children 


7. 
Children did "their diſtemper'd Father 
whoſe Nakedneſs when they had once dit. 
covered, they, covered too 3 and that in 
ſuch a way, as ſhewed they were unwilling 
to ſte niore of it than was neceſſary to en- 
able them to hide it. And I fay this, ( con- 
'tinues Lindawor ) with Relation to Exge- 


27%, and ſuch as he ; foras to the Vulgar, 


who yet make up the far greateſt and loud- 


cft part of thoſe that would intrude them- | 


ſelves irito Ktate-affairs, upon the pretence 


of their being i11 managed by their Supe- | * 


rioursz I'cannot but think, that whatever 
the courſe of Afairs be, theſe cannot but 
be incompetent Judges of their _aoy Po- 


tirick, or the contrary : For to judge. of | 


things barely by ſucceſs, were ſotnewhat to 
*forpetthit there is a ſupream and abſolute 
diſpofer of Events, and has been a practice 
always rejeted by the Wiſe, as both dif- 
_ coliraging Wiſdome and affronting it 3 

And as for the'Counſels, by which-indeed 
the'Prudence or Imprudence of publick 
AQions is to be eſtimared, the Valget's 
rarely admitted to have ſuch a Proſpect into 


thetrue State of Aﬀairs, as is requiſite to | 


*enable'them to judge of the Expedience 


or unadviſednels of them, being unac-,| 
quainted with the frame and Motives of: they 4 
'Prince's'Corinſels and Deſigns : Ordinary 


EO: oe oe hoes 5A iheocdbo feds. 
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Men may often think that Imprudent, 
whilſt they confiderit onely in it elf, which 
ſts congruity to the reſt of the Prince's de- 
figs may make Politick enough, and a pri- 
vare Whifper, or the Intimation from an 
utſuſpeRed Spy, or an intercepted Letter, 


- | ordivers other thingsunperceiv'd, and per- 


haps undreamt of, by thoſe that are not of 
the State-Caba), may make it'itwiſe to do 


- | ſeveral things, which tothoſe that look only 
.arthe ations, without knowing the Mo- 
- | tives, may appear Unpolitick; and would 


indeed be ſo, were it not for theſe Reaſons, 
which yet ought to be ab little Divalged 


| | 3s Diſobey'd: So that the Peoples for- 
| wardnefs, to quarrel with the Tranfadtions 


£ 


of their Prince, is uſually compounded'ot 
Pride and Ignorance, and is moſt incident 
to thoſe,that donot ſufficiently underſtand 
either State-affairs or themſelves ; and 
whil'{t they judge ppon incompetent Infor- 
mation, even when their Saperiours are in 


, they may be ©, for cenſuring 
I muſt not now diſpute, ( fays Enſebis ) 


Whether ſuch as you, Gentlemen, whom 
their Conditions, Parts and Opportunities 
|. qualifie todifcerp the Interefts and Deſigns 
i of Princes, may not be allowed to judge of 
F_ their Counfels, and fee-thir Erroutrs; As . 


S 2 our 
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our late Aſtronomers, being afliſted with 
good Glaſles, are allowed to tell us, that 
they diſcern Spots eveh in the Sun it ſelf, 
But certainly, the Ambition of Pragmatical 
Inferiours, to make themſelves States-men, 
upon pretence that thoſe that fit at the 
Helm do not Govern it as wiſely as theſe 
would do, if they were in the ſame places, 
- is afault no leſs prejudicial to any State, 
than Epidemical in ſome of them - For 
whil'ft the Gavernment is thus Decryed,the 
 ſamediſadvantageous Repreſentations em- 
bolden Strangers and Forreiners to attempt |. 

the Subverſion of a State, and make the 
diſpondent 'Subjetts deſpair of preſerving 
it, little conſidering that there are ſcarce 

ever any Imprudences 1n a. Government, 
that can prove any thing near ſo Prejudicial | 
to the Generality of the SubjeCts, as would 
the Subverſion .of it, whether by Forrein 
Conqueſt, or by Inteſtine Jarrs ; ſuch 
:hanges ſeldom doing leſs than entail up- 
on unhappy Countries the fears and mil- 
chiefs of War. And that though it be 
granted, that the right of Governing does 
riot confer the Skil], yet tis much better to 
{tick tothe former, than oppoſe or deſertit, 
becauſe it wants the latter : For a right to 
a Crown, 1s that, which for the moſt part 
manifeſtly belongs but to'one, and is ſel- 
4:".* © donie, 
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dome plauſibly pretended to by above two 
or three, whereas the Skill to Govern is ſo 
undetermined, and ſo uncertain a thing,that 
Mens I nnate Pride and Self-love would 
encline almoſt every Man to claim it for 


himſelf, eſpecially, fince by challenging 
that he might put for no leſs than Sove- 


raignty: And in a State thus abandoned 
tothe craftieſt or the ſtrongeſt,there would 


never want diſturbing Viciſſitude of Go- 


vernments as well as Governours , ſince 
whoever could get Intereſt enough in-the 
Souldiery,'or the Multitude, would quickly 
deviſe and impoſe ſuch a frame of Govern- 
ment, as may put the Management of Af- 
fairs into his and his: Parties hands, and 
give them the Authority that haye the 
Power. But ( reſumes Exſebins ) I muſt re- 
member, thavanot Politicks, but Divinity 1s 
my Profeſſion, and therefore without en- 
largiog upon the confuſion that is inevitable 
In a State, where the right of Governing 
being not heeded, or at leaſt not aſcertain- 
ed, every Man would pretend to Counſel 
or Command, and none-would thiok him- 
ſelf bound to Obey ; I ſhall cnely mind you, 
that Magiſtracy having been inſtituted by 
God, for the good of Mankind, we may in 
obeying our. Lawful Magiſtrates, though 


perhaps leſs Wiſe than we could with 
_ them, 
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them, not only participate the Advantages 
n2turally accruing from Obedience to Su- 
- periours, but divers peculiar Bleſſings that 
God oftentimes youchſafes to our Obedi- 
ence to his Vice-gerents, and his Toftity- 


tions. Let Subjc&s therefore ( ſays Euſe- 
bizs ) wiſh for wiſe Princes, but ſubmit to 


thoſe the Providence of Gad, and the Laws 
of their Country, may have given them: 
.Ler us, if by any juſt way we be called to 
it, -affiſt a Prince with the wiſeſt Counlels 


we can if not, Jet us aſſiſt him to make the 


beſt of the unwiſe Counſels he has taken, 


without adding our F aftiouſneſs , or our 
Paſſions to his Miſgovernment, remembring 
that, at leaſt in my Opinion, tothe happt- 


neſs of a Common-wealth, .it is not only 


requiſite that the Prince know how to com- 
mand .wel},but that the Subjects obey well; 
and that even weak Counſels, faithfully 
aſliſted, and as much as may be retified or 
Tepaired by.thoſethat are to Execute them, 
may leſs prejudice the publick, than the 
froward and jarring .endeavours of Men, 
* that perhaps-would be wiſer Rulers if they 
had arightto beſo. It may be ( continues 
Enſebjus ) that affetion and diligence 1n 
the publick Service, may, in ſpite of the 
Governments miſcarriages, prevent, or at 
leaſt retard and leſſen, the Ruine of the 

"State. 
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State. But however, ( concludes he ) it 
will be no ſmall ſatisfaGion to. ag honeſt 
Man , and aloyal Subject, not to be con- 
ſcious to himſelf of haviog contributed to 
the publick Calamities, either by his own 
Provocations, or his FaCtious indignation 
at the Princes faults3 if a Man have done 
his utmoſt to hinder the Ruine he comes to 
| beinvolved in, the publick Calamity will 
befar lighter to him, being not clogged by 
private Guilt z, and he will ſupport the 
misfortune of iCwith far the leſs trouble, 
if he be to ſupport nothing elſe. Nay, 
| fincethe Service we doto whatever Prince 
is rightfully ſet over us, upon the ſcore” of 
his being Gods Vice-gerent, is ultimately 
direfted tothat Supream, and as the Scrip- 
ture calls him, Only Potentate, whoſe Ma- 
nificence is as inexhauſted as his Treaſure ; 
we may ſafely expe, that whatever pre- 
judice we here ſuſtain upon the account of 
the Prince's commands, will hereafter be 
advantageouſly confidered tous in the re- 
ward of our Obedience, 
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DISCOURSE XII. 


Upon Clouds riſing out of the Sea, and 
| falling down in Ram not Brackiſh. 


His Diſcourſe had already laſted fo 
long, that as well my Unwillingneſs 


that one Theme ſhou}d detain us any lon- 


ger, as my Defire to keep Engenius from 
making any Reply, whichen ſuch an occa- 
fion might percharice have begot ſome Dit- 
pute, made me forward to divert the Dif- 
courſe, by inviting the Company to take 
notice of a black Cloud that was coming 
towards us, which ſoon after, in its paſlage 
under the Sun,jnterpos'd betwixt our Sight 
and that gloriouſeſt Obje of it. Lindamor 
then having awhile attentively enough con- 
fider'd it, rook thence an occaſion to ſay: 
This Cloud, Gentlemen , whenſoever it 
ſhall fall down jo Raio,will ſufficiently ſhew 


that it was before but Water, which whilſt 
it lay mingl'd with the reſt of the River,or. 


the Sea, whence 'tis Exhal'd, may be ſup- 
pos d as Clear and Limpid .as any of the 
reſt 3-but now that the Sun has by its pow- 
ful Beams elevated this Water in the form 
_ of Vapours, and drawn it near it ({c1f, we 
fee it Compoſes a Cloud, which does no 
longer 
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longer receive or tranſmit the Light, but 
robs the Earti of it, and eclipſesthe Sun 
that rais'd it, and ſometimes too, produces 
diſmal ſtorms of Rain , and Wind, and 
Hail. Thus ( purſues Lizdawor ) there 
are many, who while they continu'd in a 
low and private Fortune, were as blame- 
leſsas others 3 and yet, when by a peculiar 
Vouchſafement of Providence, they are 
raie'd from that humble ſtate to a conſpi- 
cuous height, -they ſeem to have as much 
 chang'd their Nature as their Fortune, they 
grow as much worſe than meaner Men, as 
their condition is better than that of ſuch z 
and the principal things by which theymake 
their Exaltation be taken notice of, are, the 
Prejudice they do to their Inferiours, and 
the Ingratitude they exerciſe towards that 
Monarch of the World, that rais'd them 
| above others. Of ſoperverting a Nature, 
1s ſo high a Station, that the gaining of an 
Earthly Crown, is very far from being a 
furtherapce to the acquiring of an Heaveol 
one : And many, whom an humble condt. 
tion of Life kept as Innocent as Lowly:,: 
are, by the higheſt Advancement in poiat 
of Fortune, impair'd in point of Morality ; 
and theſe ſupreme Dignities, which the 
ambitious World ſo fondly Courts and 
Envies, do ſo often manifeſt thoſe that 
25 have 
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have attain'd them, to be unworthy of 
them. | 


{ know not whether Exgenias imagin'd, | * 


that -Liademor did in this Diſcourſe make 
fame Jittle Reflection, upon what we had 
lately fatd-on the behalt of Princes : But 
I afterwards ſuſpetted, that it was partly 
to reply tathis Obſervation, as well as en- 
tertain the Company with. a new one that 


he ſubjoyp'd. As this Cloud has furniſh'd 


Liedawor with one RefleQion,ſo that which 
lately brought us the ſhowr of Rain, whoſe 
marks areyet upon our Hats, may ſupply 
_ us with another, which may ſhew, that 
Themes of this Nature are applicable to 


very difieriag purpoſes, according as one | 


or other of their Circumſtances happens to 
be confider'd and employ'd : For as far 


( purſues he) as we can judge by the 


Neighbourhood of the Sea, arid by that 
Clouds being driven hither by a Wing 
blowing thence, it confiſted of the Sea- 
water raisd inthe form of Vapours. But 
though the Water of the Ocean is Salt and 
Brackiſh, Unpleaſant and Unwholefome 
Whilſt 1t lies there Unelevated ; yet that 
Water which has the Advantage of being 
rais'd to the ſecond Region of the Air, ap- 
pears, when 'tis turn'd into Rain, to have 
left all its Brackiſhneſs behind 'it,and mow 
| ot 
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both wholeſome for Mens Bodies, and fer- 
tilizing to their Fields. | 


| * Thus (continues Exgenzi# ) we ſome- 


times ſee, that Men, who in a private con- 
dition were ſubje& to divers Vices, deveſt 
them when they are advanc'd to the honour 
of putting on Royal Robes, as Silk-worms 
ſeave their Huſks behind them, when by 
acquiring Wings they turn into ( a nobler 
Tort of Creatures ) flying Animals; as 
moſt Men change, fo ſome improve their 
Minds with' their Condition, and ſeem to 
have miſ-behav'd . themſelves in a lower 
Station, but becauſe they were Born to a 
higher, and were whilſt beneath it, detain'd 


| out of their proper Sphere. And indeed, 


as a Throne expoſes thoſe that fit on it to 
peculiar Temptations to Vice, ſo does it 


| afford them peculiar Engagemens to Vir- 


tue, as ſo Elevated a Station 1s apt to make 


Men giddy, ſo is it proper to make them 
circumſpe@t, by'letting them ſee that all the 
World ſees Them ; the Sublimity of ſuch 
a Condition would make any Soul, that is 
not very mean, deſpiſe many mean things 
that too often prevail upon Inferiour per- 
ſons. If Princes have any ſenſe of Shame 
and Honour, it will be a great Curb to 
them, to conſider, that, as there are too 
many Eyes upon them to let their m_ be 
ecret, 
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ſecret , fo their Faults can as little eſcape 
Cenſure as Diſcovery 3 and Men will be 
the more ſevere to their Reputations, be- 
cauſe *tis the only thing wherein Subjects 
can puniſh their Soveraigns. If they have 
any thing of Generofity in their Natures, 


their very condition,by placing them above 


other Objects, will make them aſpire to 
Glory 3 and that is a Miſtreſs, that ev'n 
Monarchs cannot ſucceſsfully court , but 
with great and good Actions. And ifthey 
have withal a ſenſe of Piety, they cannot, 
but, in Gratitude to him, whoſe Vice- 
gerents they are, endeavour to promote his 
Intereſts that made them ſo, and ſo make 
themſelves as like him as they can 1n his 
other Attributes of Clemency, Juſtice, and 
Bounty, as he has vouchſaf'd ro make them 
In his Power and Authority : And beſides, 
that the actual Poſſeſſion of an Earthly 
Crown leaves them nothing worth aſpi- 
ring to but a Heavenly one : The conſtde- 
ration of the great Advantages they have 
above other Men of doing Good, and the 
Exemplarineſs and Influence as well -of 
their Vices as of their Virtues, will make 
them tremble at the thoughts of the Ac- 
counts they mulſt one day render of ſo many 
Thouſands, perhaps of ſo many Millions, 
C of Subjects ) committed to thetr'Charge, 
if, 
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if, as they are ſure it will be a great one, 
they ſhall not make it a good one. Nor 
( purſues Fxgenins ) is Hiſtory altogether 


 unfurniſh'd with Examples of thoſe whom 


a' Throne has as well Improv'd 

is Dignify'd : $avl was not the £am-"0- 
only Perſon, who when he was © 
created King had another Spirit,and became 
another Man; That Tits, who was the 
Head of it, was juſtly ftyl'd the Darling 
of Mankind, though his Virtue and Noble- 


neſs did, more than his Crown, keep the 


greateſt part of Poſterity from taking no- 


tice of any thing in him, bur an Obligiog- 
neſs proportionate to his Greatneſs : Yet 
I find in ſome anttent Writers, to whom 
Truth was more dear thanev'n this Favou- 
rite of Mankind, that before he came to 
thatſupreme Pitch of humane Dignity, his 
courſe of Life did not promiſe the Romare 
World the happineſs it deriv'd from his 
Government ; His Life before he came to, 


be Emperour, having not been ſo free from 
Blemiſhes of Luſt and Blood : But that 


_ may, in writing his Character, 1avert what 


the Roman Hiſtorian ſaid of one of his Pre- 
deceſſours, and fay, that Ti##9 had been 
thought Indignus Imperio niſt imperaſſet.And 
without going as far as Rowe, our own Hi- 
ſtory affords us a Herry the Fifth, who, 

| ore 
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before he came to, the Kingdome , way 
ſcarce thought worthy ta Live in it, and 


did ſo degrade himſelf to the Practiſes of | 


the meaneſt MalefaGors, that a Judge, that 
was then his Fathers Subject , was fain to 
uſe hith at that Rate 3 and yet this Prince, 
as ſoon as he had Seated himſelf in the 
T brone, did as ſuddenly as if the Place it 
ſelf had ſome ſecret Virtue to improye 
thoſe it admitted, behave himſelf as a Per. 
ſon worthy of it 5 and not. only Conquer'd 
France, but, which was a Nobler, as well as 
a more difficult Victory, his own Reſent- 
ments too, by preferring that Judge, when 
King, that ad] Impriſon'd him,when Prince; 

_ and. evincing by ſo memorable an Action. 
 thathepreferrd Virtue above himlelf, and 
renouncing [the Pleaſure of Revenge, he 
{rupl'd not co promote one whom he could 


not commend without condemning him” | 


ſelf; were it not, thatin this Prince, accor- 
ding to what I was ſaying, the King was 
become another Man than the Subjed. 
-And perhaps, ( concludes Exgenims, alittle 
Smiling ) I could proceed to give you other 
'Exqmples. .exough to keep it from being 
Hmprobables that one main Reaſon, wh 

teereare but few good Princes, is, becaul 

there are but: few Princes 3... were it nat 


that-{ſce the Water-man prepare to Land 
us ; 
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hgn'd to: 


Lindamor bad a mind to return any thing to 


i -- SS = 
u: And io effet, we were now come {o 
near. the place, where the Fiſher-man de- 
FA us Aſhore, that whether or no 


what Engeniws bad ſaid, it would then have 


pear'd unſeaſonable, either to reſume the 
ic, or proſecute the Diſcourſe. 
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DISCOURSE XIII. 


h— 


I 


| . - {Upon \drawing the Boat to the Shore. 


XK 7 Hen we, were now come to the 


Y YV place where we were to be Lan- 
ded, leſt the, Boat ſhould be carried away 


by the Stream before we could ſtep Aſhoxe, 
t 


e Owner of it reach'd out his long Pole, 
and by means 'of the 'Crook, taking fat 
hold of the Bank, he drew the Pgle towards 
him with a 1] his might,and thereby brought 


the Boat to Shore. This endeavour'ofthe 


Water-man's, and the effect ofit, inviting 
Eyſebius to ſmile a little, gave methe Cu- 
riofity, as ſoon as we were Landed, to eg- 
quire why he did fo - It is almoſt 'as ordi- 
nary, ( anſwers Ewſebias ). for Men to think 


themſelves wiſer than God. as 'tis impoſh- 
ble for them really to be ſo. Thoſe that, 
Rudy nothing but to obtain their Ends, and 


that 
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that ſcruple at nothing they judge condu-. 


cive to them, do oftentimes lay their 'd& 
fens and plots with ſo much Artifice and 
Subtilty, that they do not doubt, that what- 


ever may become of Gods deſigns, and of 
his promiſes, and threats, thoſe which 


them<iveshave laid ſoPolitickly cannot but 


ſucceed. And even pious and well-meatn-. 


iog Perſons, that have the opportunity. to 
diſcern the Politick ways that theſe Men 
take to compaſs their Ends, are oftentimes 
tempted toneedleſs Fears, that Divine Pro- 
vidence will be puzzId and diftreſs'd by 
them; and tothink, that for Reaſons ſe- 
erer, though juſt, Providence may be put 
by theſe Mens craft to play an after-game 
inthe World to come, Butin ſuch caſes, 
it often fares with theſe grand Defigners, 
as'it did juft now with 'our Water-man : 
He had faſtened his Grapling-Iron to the 
Shore, and putting to his atmoſt ſtrength, 
did ſo forcibly endeavour to draw it to- 
wards him, that one, that did not know 
that the Shore was fixt, might expect this 


Luſty Fellows endeavours capable to pnt - 
into Motion whatever he ſo forcibly 'drew 


towards him: - But the Shore being fixt, 
and immoveable, inſtead of making that 
come to him, his very\ſtrainings drew him 
and his boat to that. Thus the contrivers 
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| Name, but upon a quite contrary Account 
| | 'F 


' (274) 


| ofthe proud Pile of Babefy: whereliyrthdy y 


meant (nor., , as moſt-lmagioe,, to: ficurt 
themſclves- againſt a, ſecofd--Flood 5.:the 

Text being; {ileat as;to thas Aim 8 and a 
Plain being a; very /iniproper; place for ſuck 


Name , and, prevent  Diſpenſion.-. . Thefe 
bitious Contcivers,, whathad. laid: their 


« 


\Plot ſo: hopefilly that they bad engag d:no 


Ie than Mankind, and who:probably-had 


;Deſtgns 3s rais'd as their. intended Fabrick, 


ſmce thoſe Expreſſions of bignz1 that; knew 


Genel 3s 


their:Hear ts, (, 4nd this they be-: - 
gig to ao, ,and wow nothing will be: 


: ; 8 +4 V. 0s 
reſtrained. from them, which thay © ;n 


have imagined to do ) ſeem'd; merthioks'to 
warrant my Cnnjecturing, *that-thoſe. had 
deligns very aſpiring, that ivtended butts 
make. a Riſe ito their ſoaripg. flight: ofa 
Tower, whoſe Top ſhould reachunto Hea- 


| ver, Bur the. Policy of 'theſe-ambitious 


Builders being. contrary to the: charitable 


\ decree of God, ,toave the Earth Peopl'd, 


he made uſe of that very conſpiracy,: that 
broughr them together, to efie.that whic 

they confſpir'dto prevent ſo, that now the 
Temoteſt Parts of. the Inhabited,, World are 
but the Colonies of Babel,. whole ſcattered 


t# * 


Architects have..indeed made themſelves a - 


. 


than 
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than oa Sree or expeted. Thus the 
Purblind envy of Joſeph's Brethren, having 
miade themrefolve ro prevent his future 
Dreams of Superiority over them , made. 
them think, that by Selliog him for a Slave 
they bad taken ſufficient Order he ſhould | 
never come' to' be their Maſter, And yet 
we ſee, that Joſeph's being ſold into Egypt, 
was made uſe of by the wiſe Orderer of 
Humane affairs, to make him in effe&t Lord 
of that rich and populous Kingdomey and 
thereby, of his envious Brethren, Pharoab's 
Dreams having advantageouſly madehim 
amends for the hardſhips his own hadex- 
pos'd him to. *So the proud Favourire:of 
HAbaſnerns queſtionleſs thought he could 
'fearce miſshis Ends, when, by the Counſel 
of his Friends, and, as he fondly thought, 
of his Gods too, he provided for Mordecai 
*that fatal Gibbet, which probably he might 
have eſcap'd,ifhe had not ereted it, Thus | 
the High Prieſt and Sanbedrir of the Jews, 
Teem'd to Aft with much Policy, thoughno |, 
-Juſtice, when they reſolv'd upon the Death | 
'of onr 'Saviour, leſt, as the Goſpel tells 
us, the Romans, ſhould come and Deſtroy 
"their Temple,:and Nation, which whether 
-indeed it did-not rather procure than divert 
the coming of the Romavs, the Church- 
Hiſtory can inform you. Nay, the ONd | 
| Serpent | 
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Serpent himſelf, that Arch-politician, that 
was the Inftruter of thoſe others I have 
been naming, even in his chiefeſt Maſter- 
piece, found himſelf the moſt Over-match'd 
by him, to whom the Scripture aſcribes the 


| taking of the Wiſe in their own Crafti- 


neſs, For queſtionleſs, he highly applauded 
bis own Subrilty, and ſeem'd to have taken 
the directeſt and moſt proſperous way to 
his iImpious Ends, that could be devis'd, 
when, having made Herod and Pate Friends 
upon ſuch tearms, that the Lamb of God 
ſhould be the Victim.'of their new Confe+ 
deracy , he had engag'd bath Jews and 
Gentiles in a ruinous and tragick Conſpi- 
racy to kill the Prince of Life, and by that 
unparallel'd Crime at once deſtroy the 
Divels chiefEnemy, and 'make God theirs * 
And yet the Event has ſufigently mani> 
felted, that the Apoſtle might well affirm; 
that Chriſt by his Death deſtroy'd him that 
had the Empire of Death, the Divel, and 


, that Satan's Kingdome never receiv'd fo 


deadly a Wound, as that which pierc out 
Erucity'd Savioyr's fide. Wherefore in 
ſhort, ( concludes Exfebins ) the Decrees 
of Providence are too Solid and fixt to have 
Violence offered theri by humane At- 


tempts, how ſpecious ſoever they bez and 
_ thoſethatthinls tobting God to their Bent, 
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will findat long Running, that they have to 
do with One, whoſe Power..and Wiſdome 
are ſo Over-ruliong, that not . oply he can 
fruſtrate their utmoſt endeavours, but make 


thoſe very endeavours fruſtrate themſelves, 
and employ Mens ſubtileſt Policies to ac-_ 


compliſh thoſe very things they were de- 
ſign'd to defear. 
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DISCOURSE XIV. 


Upon Catching ſtore of Fiſh at a Baited 

WE 7. 7 
7 A S ſoon as we were come to the place 
'A the Fiſher- man told us of, we found 
it as plentifully ſtor'd with Fiſh as he had 
fore-told uy, and caught more 1a ſome few 
Minutes than we had taken in,a.whole hour 
before : But we did not halt fo much mar- 
vel at this, as we were pleas'd with it, be- 
cauſe the Fiſher- man intorm'd us, that he 
had liberally Baited the place over night 
with Corn, as well as Wormsz whil'lt 
this pleaſant Exerciſe laſted, Exſebins mark- 


10g how great a Reſort of- Fiſhes there was 
in that place, and how faſt we drew them | 


up, upon comparing what he ſaw happen, 
with the Occaſion of it, thus acquainted 


us 
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us with the thoughts thereby ſuggeſted to 
him... Thoſe ( ſays he )) that Yeſter-day in 
the Evening might ſee this Man (* point- 
iog at the Fiſher-man-) throw in his Baits 
"by handfualls into this place, and thea de- 
part, as minding them no more, were pro- 
| bably, if they knew Hot his deſign, and the 
Cuſtom of Fiſhers, tempted to think him 
s waſtfull Prodigal, or at be(t a venturous 
- Fool, to bury his Corn in the River, and 
throw his Baits to be caught up by Fiſhes, 
that for ought he knew would never come 
back to thank their Hoſt, But thoſe that 
know ( what we now find ) how profitable 
a courſe this is wont to prove, would, in- 
ſtead of thinking ſuch a praiſe a peice of 

' Folly, look upon it as a peice of Provi- 
| dence - For though he be ſure not to 
recover in kind the things he caſt upon 
the Waters, yet ſuch a loſs is wont to 
prove very gainful unto him, whiPſt he 
loſes but a grain of Corn, or a Worm, to 
' obtain Fiſhes of far more Value. Thus, 
though the purblind World may think a 
liberal Almes-giver, or a generous Con- 
feffor, a Fool, or a Prodigal, whilſt they 
only conſider him as one that throws away 
what he has in preſent Poſleſſion ,, and 
ſeems not ſo much as to hope for the reco- 
very of the ſame Goods, or any of the like 
; S. 2 Nature 5 
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Nature 3 yet thoſe whoſe Eyes being Illus 
minated with a Heavenly light, are thereby 
enabl'd to look into the vaſt and, diſtant 
Regions of the future, and to deſcry there 
the final Ifſues of all Temporal things, will 
be ſo far from thinking him unwiſe, for 
parting with unſatisfping Trifles, to pro- 
cure the higheſt and moſt permanent 
Goods, that they will think his Proceedings 


far more juſtifiable in point of Prudence, - 
than we now think the Fiſher-man's : Nor 


will the parting with a greater Fortune, as 
freely as with a leſſer, any more alter the 
Caſe, than the Fiſher-mans throwing in 


'Vis bigger Worms, and grains of Corn, 
with'no-more ſcruple than his lefler © For * 
Heaven | does gs well incomparably out- | 


yalue thegreateſt, as the leaſt Goods poor 
Mertalscan lay out for it, and he, who has 
all things to give, and is infinitely more 
than all himſelf, 'has promis'd, that thoſe 
that Sow plentifully , - ſhall reap ſo too; 
and though :the leaſt of future: Acquiſts 


would Incomparably tranſcend the greateſt 


Price that can be here given for it; yet the 


future Rewards will betwixt one another 


bear a proportion tothe Occaſions ofthemz 


and as the Fiſher-man is ſure to:loſe what 


he throws into'the Water, and is not ſure 


fo get by it apy thing of greater Value then. 
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ſome Fiſhes 3 the Chriſtian Adventurer, 
(if 1 may fo call him.) may; hope, though 
pot confidently promiſe. himſelf, in this 
| World the bundred fold mention'dby our 
Saviour, as well as in the World to come 
Life everlaſting. And therefore, if we do, 
indeed in Saint PawPs Language, look, not. 
' tothe things which are ſeen, which are but 

Temporary, but tothe Inviltble ones which 
are Eternal, we ſhall think that Exhorta- 
tion of his very Rational, as well as very 
Pious, where, _ Diſcours'd of the fu- 
tare and glorious State of the true Chri- 
ſtians, he concludes, Wherefore my belovei 
| Brethren, be yeſtedfaſt, immoneable, always 
«| bounding in the work of the Lord; for as 

. much as you know, that your Labour is not in 
243 inthe Lord. 


DISCOURSE XV. 


Upon the Magnetical Needle of a Sun- 


E bad not yet diſmiſs'd the Waters. 

 V Y man, when Exgenzivs chancing to 
expreſs a Curioſity, to know what a Clock 
It was, when we had freſhly begun to Angle 
at our new Station; as Lizdamor and the 
T 4 reſt. 
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reſt 'drew ' their ' Watches' to ſatisfie his 

geſtion; To'the Boat-man took aut of his 
Pocket alittle Sun-Dial, furniſhed with'an 
ex6ited Needle to dirc& how to ſet it, 


fich'Dials being uſed'among Mariners, not :| 


only to ſhow them the hour of the Day, 
but coinform them from what quarter the 
Wind blows 5 upon the ſight of this Dyal, 


4 


my natural Curioſity invited me, after it 


had told me the hour , to try whether the 


Magnetick Needle were well touched, by 
drawing a'littfe -Penknife out of a pair'sf 

*'wrſcs I then Elianc'd to have about me, 
Md approachitg it 'to the North point of 
che Needle,” which according to the know 
cuſtom of fuch' Needles, readily followed 
It, 'or reſted over*apainft it,” which way fo- 
ever[ turned the Penknife;' or whereabout 
ſoever I held it ſtill; Exſebins ſeeing me 
give my ſelf this Diverſign, came up to me 
to be a fliarer in my fight,” wHich no Fami- 
liarity can keep from being a Wonder : 
But after a while,” he look& upon it io a 
way that made me think it preſented him 
ſomewhat elſe than the hour of the Day, 
or the corner of the Wind ; and I was 
confirm'd inthat thought, by ſeeing him ap- 
ply toit the caſe of Lizdamor's Watch; and 
hen a Diamond-ring pluck'd from his own 
Finger, andin effeft, he ſoon began to tell 


nat 
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AY, 5 
me;  Me-thinks, Philaretws, this Needle 
may afford us a good direCtion in the choice, 
of Companies : And that is a matter of 
ſuch moment, that ſome Divines perhaps 
. would queſtion, whether or no the di 
retion it gives Navigators to find the Poles, 
be of much greater Importance. For nat, 
only it has been truly obſerved, that the 
choice of ones Company does exceedingly 
diſcover whether a Man. be Good, or Bad, 
Wiſe, or Fooliſh ; but I ſhall venture to 
add, that it does very much contribute ta 
make him what others ſay it declares him: 
For an aſſiduous Converſe does infenfibly 
'difpole and faſbion our Minds and Manners' 
toa reſemblance with thoſe we delight to 
converſe with, and there are few that have 
fomuch Refolution, as to diſobey Cuſtoms 
and Faſhions, eſpecially when embraced.by 
Perſons that we love,and would be eſteem-' 
ed by, and from whoſe Opigfiongand Pra-. 
tices we can ſcarce diſſent conſtAitly with«' 
out impreſling a, Diſlike, that threatens to 
make them diſlike us. For my part, ( fays' 
Eindamor ) 1 have always thought, there 
1s great difference betwixt keeping Com-" 
pany with ſome Meo, and chooſing'to do' 
ſoz For whilſt. we Live'in' this World,” 
we muſt often have to do with the Lovers 
of the World': But: though to be caſt oy 

ene 
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the Exigencies of our Callings upon bad 


Company, be an Infelicity without being a 


Fault, yet certainly, to chooſe ſuch Com- 
pany, and prefer it before that of wiſe and 


gaod Men,is in a high Degree both the one 
and the other. And I confeſs, ( continues 
he ) I cannot think, that the proper uſe of 
_ Canverſation is but to pſ7 away our time, 
not to Improve it. 

. You are certainly much in the right, 
Cſubjoyns Exſebins ) for though too many 


of thoſe that are now cried up for good 


Company , do either ſodiſſwade us from 
go and ſeriqus things,orlo divert us from 
£ 


hem, that 'tis oftegtimes counted a piece . 


of Iodiſcretion to ſay any thing that may 
either inrich Men's Underſtandings, or a- 
waken their Conſciences 3 yet I cannot but 
thiok, that Converſation ##ay be, as well as 
_ onght to be, reſcued from being an Inſtru- 
te Idleneſs and Vice; and,if 


Nev wer@ not wanting to themſelves, I 


loubt not, it may be ſo ordered, that Con- 
verſation, which ſo often robs Men of their 
time, and ſo frequently of their Devotion, 
might be madea great Inſtrument of Piety, 
Ki, Knowledge, and become noleſs Uſ-ful 
than 'tis wont tobe Pleaſant. 

' To make Companies ( replies Linda- 
_ #07 ) ſuch as you.thiak, they may be, they 
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muſt grow very different from what moſh 
amd ur fa are : For, not to ſpeak of. 
thoſe looſe and profane ones, where Virtue 
andSeriouſneſs are openly derided,and any. 
thing, how contrary ſoever to Piety,orright. 
Reaſon, tay be uſed, not only. with tole- 
ration, but applauſe, if Men can bring it 
out, I ſay not io Jeſt, ( for they are ſeldome 
more in earneſt ) but neatly wrapt up io 
Raillery; even in thoſe civiller ſorts of 
Company. where Vice 1s not profeſſedly 
maintained, you fhall ſeldome, during a 
long ſtay,hear any thing that is really worth. 
carryipg away with you, orremembring_. 
when you are gone. And to Diſcourſe of 
any thing that 1s Grave enough, either to, 
exerciſe Men's Intellects, or excite their 


' Devotion, is counted a piece of Indiſcre-. 


tion, that is wont to be more carefully 
ayoided than almoſt any thing that is really* 


ſuch; fo, that even in ſuch Companies, the: 
Janocenteſt uſe that we are wort to make. 
of our time, is, to loſe it : And really, 

( continues Lizdamor ) when I conſider. 
bow enſnaring the worſer fort of Compa- 

nies are, and how little, even thoſe that do. 
not openly defie Piety and Knowledge, are. 
wont to cheriſh either of them I begia to. * 


be reconciled to. Hermites , whofly from. 


fach Converſations as are ſo. apt to make* 
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| Men either Vicious, or atgleaſt Idle jnto 
thoſe Solitudes, where they are notlike to 
be Tempted, either to renounce their De- 
votion, or to ſuppreſs it, to entertain idle 
Thoughts; of ſtifle good ones : Nor could 
I without much Scruple, as well as Impa- 
tience, allow my felt ro ſpend ſome part 
of my tive in ſuch kind of entertainmenty 


as many ſpend moſt of theirs in, were it 


not,that looking upon Civility as a Virtue, 


and Hoſpitality as in ſome cafes a Duty, | 


and upon both of them as things of good 
' report, Ican think thoſe hours they make 


me ſpend, may be juſtly caft upon their ac- 


count, and that the Ceremonious and IFn- 
figoificant converſations whereto they ob- 
lige me, may be undergone upon ſome fuch 
account as that , on which ſerious Parents 
converſe and ' oftentimes play with their 


Children ; for, as though the things they 
do, are in themſelves trivial, and uſeleſs, 


yet they may be juſtifiable Effects of a pa- 


ternal care to ſtill a Child , or keep him 
from harming himſelf ; fo the Duty of ex- - 


ercifing of Civility makes me look upon 
as jaſtifiable, though unpleaſant, thoſe Ex- 
preſſions of it , which, in themſelves con- 
ſidered, I could not Refle&t on without 
Indignation, and could not but think very 
much below any Man, whom I = 
Ove | | tte 
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ftted for the exerciſe of Reaſon, .or whottt 
Religion has elevated tothe hopes of Hea- 
yen. | 

., Butit may ( ſays Exſebivs ) on the other 
fide be; repreſented,' that ſince 'tis ſcarce 
poſſible nor to meet ſometimes with Com- 
panies that are not of the beſt fort, we 
would look uponthoſe Neceſlities, as calls 
of *Providence, to improve thoſe: Oppor- 
tuhities for the advantage of them we are 
engaged to converſe with 3.for Nature, as 
well as Chriſtianity, teaches us; that weare 
pot Born onely for our ſclves,and therefore, 
as we ought often to converſe with the beſt 
Men, to acquire Virtue and Knowledge, fo 
we mult ſometimes converſe with others, 
that we may impart them, and, learn how 
much we are beholding to God's Goodneſs, 
that has ſo much diſcriminated us from 
other Men ; and though we do pot find that 
our Converſation does immediately and 
viſibly reform thoſe we converſe with, yet 
it will not preſently follow, that: it is alto- 
gether ineffectual on them :; For, beſides 
that the ſeeds of Virtue and Knowledge, 


as well as thoſe of Plants, may long ſeem 


tolye dead, even in thofe Soils wherein 
they will afterwards Flouriſh and FruGtifie, 
there may be at preſent a Good, though not 
a Conſpicuous,EfteR of your — and 
| | . Xam- 
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Example. :For when Men are haſting 6 | 


Hell, he does them no ſmall Service, that 
does ſo much as Retard their courſe, gg 
Cordials,and otherMedicines,may do. good 
even to decrepid Old men, whom they 
cannot perfettly core. | © 

And truſt me, Lindamor , 'tis no ſich 
uſeleſs performance as you may think it, 
for a Manof known Piety and Parts, by 
converſing with the Children of this Gene- 
ration , To dare to owii Religion among 
, thoſethat dareto deride it ; To keep alive 
and excite a witneſs for God and good 
things in their Conſciences ; To let them 
ſee, and make them ( at leaſt inwardly ) 
acknowledge, the Beauty of a pious, Indu- 
' Ntrious, and well-ordered cotjrſe of Life ; 
To convince them, that it is not for want of 
Knowing the Vanities they dote on, that fie 
deſpiſes them; Tv ſhew, that a Man, that 
denies himſelf their ſinful Jollities, can 
Live contented without them: And, (to 
diſpatch ) To manifeſt; by a real ahd viſible 
Demonſtration, that a virtuous and dil- 


creet Life isno unpraQicable, no more than; - 


Melancholy thing, ev'n in Bad times, and 
among Baden. And, ſays Enſebins, to me 
it- ſeems very conſiderable, that our Saviout 


himſelf, the great Author of our Faith, and 
Exemplar of our Picty,- did not chooſe an 


Ancho- 
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Anchorites, or a Monaſtique Life , but 5 


' ſ6ciable and an affable way of convetfing 


with Mortals, not refuſing Invitdtions,even 
from Publicans, or to Weddings, and y 
ſuch. wining Condeſcenfions gained the 
Hearts, and thereby a Power to reform the 
Lives, of multitudes of thoſe he vouchſafd 
to converſe with. 

Other conſiderations ( purſues Ev wen. 
might be repreſented. to the ſame purpole 
with theſe : Bur ſince I promiſed yoy 
fomething of DireCion, I ſuppoſe you wil 


' expe I ſhould tell you, not what I conld 


ſay, but what I do think; I will tell yau 
then in few words, that though think it 
as well poſlible as fit for Men.of radicated 
Virtue, and fine Parts, to make ſometimes 
a good uſe of bad Company , eſpecially 
when their lawful occaſions caſt them into 
itz yet for othefs to be often engag'd In 
ſuch Company, though it may be but az 
Infelicity, is a very great one; and to choole 
fach Company, is, what is worſe than: ag' 
Unhappineſs, a Fault : But generally peat 
ing, I woujd diſtinguiſh three ſorts of 
Compatiies; for there are ſome, that not 


only are unable to improve me, but areun- 


Willing to be improved thermſelves; Ale- 
cond ſort there 1s, that are as well ready 
to learn, as able to inſtru ; And there are 

others, 


6 20 % 


Envughto teach me things worth my Learns 
S :t;4 + 3} g/ = 44 Jig» $44 5.27 2.8 ;! 
Top, are yet. deſirous to be taught,by, ms 
the little that [know,and they? FgOTCs Now, 
« the Magnetick Needle-we were:lookig 

o0,and which affords us the Theam of this 
Diſcourſe , if you ſhould apply a Load: 


ſtone to it, would be molt powerfully at- | 


\ traCted by that, becauſe it can receive freſh 
Virtue from it ; and even, if you approach 
a piece of Steel to it,” the Needle will, 
though not fo ſtudiouſly, apply itſelf to.it, 
from which, though it receives fo Magne- 
tick virtues, it'can impart ſome to it ; But 
if you offer it the Silver caſe of your Watch, 
or'the Gold that,makes up your Ring, or 
the Diamonds that are ſerin it, none of all 
theſe, how Rich or Glittering ſo ever, will 
at all movethe Needle, which ſuffers them 
toſtand by unregarded ; $9 1 ſhall with the 
tmnolt of Chearfulneſs, and Application, 
Teek the Company of thoſe that are quar 
lify'd,. to impart to me the Virtue or the 
Knowledge they abound with : Nor ſhall 
-F refuſe ro entertain a Society with thoſe 

few, that being ſuchſmall Proficients as tg 
need to learn of me, are alſo forward to 
do ſo. But thoſe that can neither teach me 
any thiog that is Good, nor are diſpoſed'to 
let rhe teach it them, how great a ſhew ſo- 
: 1: EVET 


vthers,chat,though they are got Proficichjg 
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| ty'd uponit, took thence occaſiqn to ſay to 
| uU 


ever they make, among thoſe. that make 


choice of their Companions by their Eyes s 


} may be caf# upoz their Converſation, but 


ſhall-very hardly. chooſe it. 


DISCOURSE.,XVI. -- 
Upon the Quenching of @uick lime. 


JT. Had almoſt forgot to relate, that not. far 


4. from the place where we went on Shore, 


and which we had not yet quitted, we ſaw 
| divers heaps of Quick-lime, ſome Smoak- 
ing, and ſome that had. not yet. been 


Drench'd in Water z and upon Enquiry of 


\. thoſe that look'd to it, we were ſoon in- 
| form'd, that the conveniency of the Neigh- 
| bouring River, both for flacking of Lime, 


and conveying Mortar,had madethe Own- 


| .ersbring their Lime thither, tobe temper'd 


and made fit for the Reparation of ſome 
Houſes that we ſaw a little way off: Bur 


- While we were talking, one of the Work- 


men began to throw Water upon one of 
the heaps that had not yet been Slack'd,and 
afterwards pour'd onſo much more as ferv'd 
quite to drown the Lime; and Enfſebius 
marking, both what he did, and what en- 


u53 


thefirſt Effufion gf cold Water upon quick 
Efim@woulJthi , that by kind of Antj- 
periſtaſis, the Internal heat of the Limes 

creas'd than ſuffacated by.the 
Coldneſs and Moiſture of the Water for 
that which before was not taken notice of, 
to manifeſt any ſenſible warmth, as ſoon as 
its Phemy the Water begias to invader, 


acquiresa new heat and new forces inthe 


7Conflia; ant got only ſhews a great Im- 
ping, '6r Enmity; to thaticold Liquor, 
by uRinppfurioufly upor'it, and throwigp 
"off tawy pares'Ihto the Air; but prevailsfo 
Fix as to hbat that cold-Element It ſelf, to 
thatdegree asto make it'Smoak and Boy]. 
| Bot this Conflict is ſeldome near ſo laſting 
"2 *tis eager';' for if you have but the Patj- 
- Etice to ſtay awhile, you ſhall ſee the Lime, 
after it has ſpent its occaſional Ardour, 
and after its Fire is quenct'd, lye quietly 
with, nay uhder, the Water, as_ cold and 
*as movelels as it. '' Thus, when a devont 
_ Man, ( eſpecially if his Fervour be advyen- 
titious from Education, or Cuſtom, as the 
Fire in the Lime from the Calcination ) 
firſt falls into the Company of Perſotis, 
either Profane, 'or otherwiſe groſsly Viti 
ous, we often ſee, that his Zeal, inſtead 
being ſmother'd by ſach a rude and unac: 
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us; He that ſhould ſee onely the Effect of 


—— 


hs Jt, p——_—_ > — p—_ mw 


2-5. i" * aa PIPY Py Sw—_—_ SB © ans ao 


4 * 


. " _ 


Con. 
| ſtom'd Oppoſition , ſeems rather to be 
excited and kindl'd thereby-, and poſſibly 
ſeems more likely to impart the warmth of 
his Devotion to'its Enemies than to lofe 
any of irbimſelf; but when he is conſtane- 
ly, or at leaſt frequently, ſurrounded with 
ſuch;Company, you will too often ſee him 
' loſe. as: well -his own Ardour' as the en- 
deay6urs of communicating” itz and with 
thoſe very Perſons, that did at firſt kindle: 
and exaſperate his Zeal, you ſhall at laft 
ſkehim Live very quietly, and perhaps ma- 
nifeſt as little of Religious warmth agthey ; 
and that which at firſt did fo ſtrangely ex- 
aſperate and diſcompoſe him, becomesafter 
- 4; ſo familiar, as not at all to ni6ve 
Im. 
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DISCOURSE: XVIL 
- 'Opon ones Talking to an Eccho. 


FJ E had-poffibly dwelt longer upon 
Y.VY ſuch Refleions, had 1 not been 
ſuddenly diverted by the repeated Cla- 
mours of a Voice, which each of us ima- + 
gin'd he had very often heard : Where- 
upon, as it were, by common conſent, we 
began to look round about us, to ſee if any 
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of our little Company were miſſing, and 


finding that: Exgewi#s was ſo, we readily | 


concluded the Voice we heard, though 


ſomewhat alter'd by diſtance, and other 


circumſtances, tobe hisz and accordingly 
we baſted towards the place, whence. we 


judg'd the Voice to proceed,that in caſe he. 


were in any Diſtreſs, or had met with any 
Diſaſter, we might reſcue or relieve him : 


But when we came near, we could pow. and 


then diſtinly hear him ſpeak ſome words 
ſo loud, and yet ſo incoherent and unable 
tocompleat a Senſe, as if he meant that alſ 
thereabouts ſhould hear him, and no Body 
underſtand him. This made us doubleour 
Curioſity, and our Pace, till at length we 


deſcry'd him all alone in a ſolitary corner, 


wherein yet his Loudneſs kept us from be- 


Neving he ſought privacy : But as ſoon as 


he diſcover'd.us, he ſeem'd both ſurpris'd 
 andtroubl'd at it 3 coming to meet us, he 
firſt begg'd our pardon, if having been Lou- 
der than he thought , he had putus to a 
trouble he did not intend; and then Laugh- 
jvg, ask'd us, if we did not think him Mad : 


But Eyſebins ſmiling, told him, that before 


we could anſwer that Queſtion, we muſt 
ask one of him, which was, what he had 
been doing. Whilſt you, (anſwers Erge- 
zigs) were (I doubt not ) better ein» 

| | ploy'd, 
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ploy'd, my natural Cutiofity ſeduc'd rhe to6 
ſpend ſome time in Ranging about the 
plates near the River-ſide, and as I was 
paſſing by this Field, the accidental Lowing 
of an Ox made me take notice, that this 
Neighbouring Hill and Wood, furniſh this 
place with an excellent Eccho, which I at 
firſt try'd only by Whooping and Hol- 
lowing 3 but afterwards diverted ry ſelf 
by framing my Queſtions ſo, as to make 
that Babliog Nymph ( for ſo you kriow the 
Poets will have Ecchoto be) to Diſcourfe 
with me, 

For my part, {lays Lindamor) I ſhould 
by no means like he: Converſation, becauſe 
that two Qualities ſhe has, which to me 
would very much diſcomtnend it: And to 
prevent our aſking him what thoſe Quali- 
ties were, One of them, (ſays he) is, that 
ſhe vouchſafes to Diſcourſe indiſcriminally 
withall comers that Talk to her,provided 
that they make Noiſe enough. 

You are much in the right, (ſays Exge- 
| #i#-) for that eafineſs of admitting all kiad 
of Company, provided Men have boldneſs 
enough to intrude into ours, 1s one of the 
uneaſteſt Hardſhips, ( not to ſay Martyr- 
doms) to which Cuſtom has expos'd us, 
 anddoesreally do more Miſchief than moſt 
Men take notice of; fince it does not only 
| B33 keep 
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keep impertinent Fools in countenance, 
but encourages them tobe very troubleſome 
to wiſe Men. The World is peſter'd with 
a certain ſort of Praters, who make up in 
Loudneſs what their Diſcourſes want in 
Senſe; and becauſe Men are ſo eafie Na- 
tur'd as to allow the hearing to their Im- 
pertinencies, they preſently preſume that 
the things they ſpeak are none 3 and moſt 
Men are ſo little able to diſcern in Dif- 
courſe betwixt Confidence and Wit, that 
Itke our Eccho, to any that will buttalk 
Jong enough they will be ſure to afford an« 
ſwers. And, ( which is worſe ) this rea- 


dineſs to hazard our Patience,and certajvly 


loſe ourTime,and thereby incourage others 
to multiply idle words, of which the Scrip- 
ture ſeems to ſpeak threatningly, 1s made 


by Cuſtom an Expreſſion, if not a Duty, of | 


Civilityz and ſo even a Virtue is made 
acceſlary toa Fault. 
For my part, (ſubjoyns Exgenius)though 


I think theſe Tajkative people worſe pub- 


lick Grievances then mavy of thoſe for 
whoſe prevention, or redreſs, Parliaments 
are wont to be aſſembled, and Laws to be 


enacted; and though | think'their Robbing | 


us of our time as much a worſe Miſchief 


than thoſe petty Thefts for which Judges | 


condemn Men, as a little Money 1s a / 
_ valu- 


Oy *. *% 
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jaluable Good than that” precious Time 
which no-ſum of it can af 4. purchafe 0) 

k that *fhioſe 


of our great. Lords and Ladies, pi NU; 


admit this ſort of. Company, deſeryeit': 


I confeſs, I thi 


For if ſuch Perſons have but mipdsinany 


meaſure ſuited to their Qualiicr, they may 
afcly, by their Diſcountenapce, bani ; G K 
pitiful. Creatures, and ſecure. t cl "Ovjer, 
zot only without injuring the Repytation. 
of their Civility, but by advancing that,of 
their Judgment. And I. fear, (contioues 
Eugenics) that thoſe who. Teckine this 1m- 
ployment ( and Indeed Improvement ) of 
their Titles, -or other kjnds of Eminency, 


| do by their Remiſneſs more barm than they 


imagines for though the Judgmeht 'and 
Company of ſuch Perſons, be not always 
the beſt grounded, or the belt choſen, yet 


| their Quality or Station in the World 


makes it uſually the moſt conſpicuous, and 
the moſt confider'd. And I'doubt not,there 


is noſuch Multitude of diſ-intereſt Eovers 


of Good things, but that there will be the 
fewer found Studious to expreſs Wit and 
Virtuein Converſation, when they ſee,that 
in the Eſtimate of thoſe that are look'd up- 
on as the chief Judges of what is or is not 
good Company, the moſt empty and im- 
pertinent Prattle with confidence, or loud- 
\ u 4 ' nels, 


I 


heſs, proctres a Man at leaſt as good a 
Reegption as. the beſt and moſt rational 
Diſcourſe without it. And, which is yet 
yorle, that Tyrannous thing, which we miſ- 
bame Civility, has ſo degraded Reaſon, as 
well as .diſplac'd Piety, in Converſation, 
that if there be never ſo many Perſons to- 
gether, entertainipg themfelves with rati- | 
onaFor inſtruQive Diſcourſe, in caſe there 
come, in but ane impertinent Creature that 
is below it, all thefe ſball fiok themſelves 
to his Level, and as. much debaſe their Dif- 
courſe, as if they believ'd it fitter, that all 
the rational Converſers ſhould fore-gothe 
Exerciſe and the Benefit of their Wit and 
Virtue, than that a Fool ſhould not appear 
to talk as wiſely as any of them ; and thus 
they ſeem'd aſham'd of their Attainments, 
inſtead of taking himaſbam'd of his Igno- 
rance, and reducing him to improve himſelf 
into a capacity of being fit for their Com- 
pany 3. whereas, from a contrary praQtice, 
they might derive the great Advantage, 
either of freeing themſelves from uninvited 
Companions, or makivg them worth the 
having. | | 

Burt, ( ſubjoyns Lixdamor ) Iremember 
I told you there wasa ſecond Quality, that | 
Idiſhk'din the Nymph I found you enter- | 
tainipg, and that Iis,that, when I will, I - | 
| maxe 
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make her ſpeak to me, juſt what I pleaſe. 
I know ( replies Exyenixs ) that a moderate 
degree of Complaiſance, 1s not only in 
many caſes allowed us by Diſcretion, but 
neceſſary to keep up the Pleaſantneſs, not to 
fay the very Peace , of humane Societies 3 
For ifall Meo,at all times,ſpake their Minds 
freely, and did not ſoften one another by 


' concealing their mutual Diſlikes, and Dif- 


ſents, and by certain outward Expreſfions 


* of Kindneſs, or Reſpect , made by Com- 


plements and Geſtures , "Men have ſo many 
ImperfeMions, and fo much Selfe-love with- 
all, that ſcarce any two efthem would en- 
dure one another z Nay and in ſpight of 
that Indulgence, which provident Nature 
has implanted in all Animals, for the pre- 
ſervation of their Species, in that of the 
Individuals that compolſeit, and as much as 
our own Faultineſs has added to that Fond- 
neſs ;, yet, I doubt, we ſhall ſcarce find one 
Man of a thouſand, that would endure fo 
much as himſelf, if we did not for the moſt 
part exerciſe Complaiſance within our own 


* Breaſts, and did not as much flatter our 


ſelves, and diſguiſe our ſelves, to our ſelves, 
as we flatteringly diſguiſe our ſelves to 
others. | 

But, (continues Exgezius) when all this 


is ſaid, -I may endure, butI ſhall ſcarce 
| chooſe 
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chooſe and prize a Companion, that,like ag 
Eccho, uſes,no liberty of his own, but al- 


lows-me to dire&t whatever I would haye 
tobe anſwered me : AndT know not whe- 


ther Icquld not better like one that would 
_ ever dillent from me, than one that would 
neverdoſo; Icannot look upon him either 
as my Friend, or asa Perſon worthy tobe 
made ſo, who never evinces his being 
more. concerned to advantage me, than to 
pleaſe me, by making uſe. of the liberty of 
a Friend, andthereby ſhewiog, that he con- 
fiders not barely himſelf, -but me 3 beſides, 
that as there is no true Friendſhip where 
there is not an union of AﬀeCtions, ſo me- 
thinks there; can be no good Company 
where there 1s not ſometimes a Diſſent in 
Opinions. 


Exſebiz#s, that was a Friend to Seriouf- 


neſs, withour being an Enemy to pleaſant- 
neſs, gathering from the Jong Pauſe made 
by his Friends, that they deſigned not the 

roſecuting_ of this Diſcourſe any - further; 
Methinks, Gentlemen, ( ſays he, Smiling ) 
you are very ſevere to a harmleſs Nymph, 
who is ſo modeſt, and reſerved, that ihe 
will never put you upon beginning a Con- 


ference with her, and ſo cowplaiſantia it, 


that 'tis your own fault if ever ſhe ſaysany 
thing\to you, that diſpleafes you 3 and\for 
my 
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.my party ( continues he-).I have. that .opi- 
_— bumane things, that as I think your 
re yery few ſo perfeq, but that we may 
God ſomething in-them fitto be ſhunn'd, ſo 
there are not many ſo imperfect, but that 
they way ſuggeſt to us ſomewhat or. other, 
that may not be unworthy of our imitation; 
and as. Lindamor has _ notice of two 
Qualities 1h our Eccho, which diſcommen- 
ded it to him, ſol have obſerved as many 
that I rather approve than diſlike. 
For, in the firſt place, 'tis evident, that 


_ our Nymph ( however Exgenius has been 


pleaſed to miſ-call her a Babler ) is much 
leſs Talkative than moſt of her own Sex,or 
indeed of ours 3 for ſhe never begins. to 
talk with any Body, not ſpeaking unleſs ſhe 
be ſpoken to, He that conſiders how much 
of the Diſcourſe that waſtes Men's time, 
and entertains the moſt Companies with 
the moſt applauſe , conſiſts of Talk that 
tends either to flatter thoſe that are preſent, 
ordetract from the abſent, or to cenſure our 
Superiours, or our betters, or to exprels 
our own Profaneneſs,or to excite the Pride 
or Carnality of others ; and he that ſhall 
conſider, that though by theſe and many 
other ways we are extreamly apt to offend 
in words, yet we muſt give an Account for 


that Kind of words, what fort ſoever be 
meant 
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meant by them, which our Tranſlators req- 
der idle ones; and that the Judge himſelf 
tells Men, that they ſball by their words; 


a9 well as by their a&ions, be juſtified, or - |- 


condemned 5 will eaſily believe, that if 


ritable to Mankind to wifh it, the Regions 
of Hell would be far thinlier Peopled than 
now they are like to be. | 

I could tell you, that Silence diſcovery 
Wiſdome, and conceals Ignorance, and 
tis a property that 18 fo much belonging to 
wiſe Men, that even a Foo}, when he hold- 
eth his peace, may paſs for one of that 
ſort 3 and I could eafily add I know not 
how much in the commendation of this 
_ excellent Quality, if I knew how at the 
ſame time to praiſe Silence, and to practiſe 


it 3 ſothat it may well paſs for an excellency | 
in the Nymph, whoſe Apology I am ma- 


king, that ſhe does not ſpeak but when it is 
neceſlary ſhe ſhould, I mean, when ſhe is 
ſpoken to, in ſuch a way as does exact her 
awer. -* 

But this is not all the good qualities of 
our Ecchoz for as ſhe rarely ſpeaks but when 
'tis expected ſhe ſhould, fo ſhe ſeldom re- 
peats above a ſmall part of what is ſaid to 
her 3 this I account a very ſeaſonable piece 
of Diſcretion, eſpecially in ſuch treacherous 


Slence 'were as much in Faſhion as 'tis cha- 


and 


ado hats. Wo - 
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and fickle times as 'ours, where, almoſt as 
if he cthooghr himſelf fir to be an univerſal 
States-man , ſuch a one concerns himſelf 


. very needleſsly for almoſt all the publique 


Quarrels in Chriſtendoine, and ſhews him- 
ſelf zealous for a party which will receive 
po "advantage by his diſquiets3' and not 


| content like a Merchant-venturer ,” his 


Paffion may upon this account make him a 


 Sufferer by what happens'in the Remoteſt 


parts of the World 'z* In our own fatal 


' Differences , ( which *tis almoſt 'as'uaſafe” 


toſpeak freely of,” as *ris unhappy to be in- 
volv'd in them ) he will 'on needleſs occa- 
fions declare, with his Opinion, his want of 
Judgement.and perhaps Runine himfelf with 
thoſe under whoſe Prote@Qion he lives, by 
ſpreading Reports, and maintaining: Dif 


- courſes, that rendred him ſuſpe&ed among 


thoſe, who think that a Man muſt wiſh their 
Forces ſhould be beaten, if he can think 
they may have beenſo;z Nay,I have known 
ſome, that, though put ito conſiderable 
Employments , could: not hold talking of 
their own Party, at a rate of freedome 


. Which thoſe that have ſo much Innocence 


as not to deſerve it,” will ſcarce have ſo 
much - Goodneſs as to ſapport it :'' So that 
me-thinks, theſe Men deal'with their For- 


tunes as Children oftentimes do with 


their 


' (302) 
\ their Cards,when baving taken a great dea] 
of pains: to build: fine Caſtles. with-them;; 
they themſelves afterwards ruine them with 
their Breath. er 43-4 3:1 7 Log 
[t may bea greater without being a mor, 
prejudicial price of Folly » .to believe all ' 
that one hears, than to report all that one 
believes 3; and eſpecially , thoſe are. to be 
cenſured; for want of our Nymphs reſer+ 
vednels, -by whom it loſes that name 3 for 

though: thoſe kind of Men make ſure by 
their way of Talking, ' to make others take 
notice how much, they. are confided in by 
their own/party, yet ſure they. would take 
a diſcreeter courſe,:if they did but con: 
fider,that the proof they give, that they are 
wniliadorfhalecrees, is,that they are unfit to. 
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Upon 4 Giddineſi occaſton'd by lookzng atten- 
_» '-, tively onarapidStream. 


Ro thoughts..of Exſcb;zws ſuggeſted 
ſo many to Lixdewor, and me, that to 
entertain our ſelves with them, we:walk'd 
filently a good way along the River-ſide 3 
but atlepgth,not hearing apy more > 

Hate | > 


! 


| 
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his' Feet were wont tp*make in going, 
curing my ſelf to ſee what was become of 
him, I perceiv'd him'to be. a pretty way 


behind meupan the Rivers brink, wherehe 


ftood ina fixt Poſture, asifhe were very in- 
terit upon what he was doing. _ And, 'twas 
well for him, that my eutioſity prompted 


' me to ſee what ,it was that made him” ſo 


itentive; for, before could quits'come 
upto him, the-thought I fa him beth to 
ſt:gger, and though that got ang vings 
to my Feet, yet I could ſcarce cottie time 
enough to lay hold on bim,” atd, by pulling 
bin down backwards, refs from) fal- 
ling into the River. The ſhrieck Tgaveat 
chefighr of wy Friends dapget,was it ſeems, 
tvud enough to.reach Exſebivs's Ears, who, 
turning his Eyes towards the place whence 
the. Noiſe came, and ſeeing Lizdawor upon 
the Ground, made haſtily towards ys, and 
cache up to us. by that time I had help'd 
Lindamor up , and before I had receiv'd 
from him the obliging Acknowledgements 
he was pleas'd co mike ime for.a peice of 
ſervice that I thought had ;in_ it more of 
-Recompence than merit. -Euſeb;us heating 


| "what pals'd betwixt us, Joyn'd his thanks 


toLindamors, andat the ſame time congra- 
tulated my Friend for: his eſcape, and me 
for having, to uſe his Expreſſions, had the 

ER ahs nes 
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honour and fatisfaftion to be ſuch a Perſon 


as Lindamor's Deliverer. But after our 


Expreſſions of Joy for his eſcape were over, 


Exuſcebivs and 1 had both a curioſity tolearn 
particularly the occaſion of his Danger, 
which he told us in theſe_words ; As I was 
thinking, Evſebixs, on your laſt Refleion, 
' E-was diverted from proſecuting my Walk 
io Philaretus's Company, by. happening to 
caſt my Eyes ona part of the River, where 
the Stream runs far more ſwiftly than 1 


have all this day taken notice of it to do | 
any where elſe, which induc'd me toſtopa - 


while , to. obſerve it the more leiſurely ; 
And coming nearer, I found the Rapidneſs 
ofthe Current to be ſuch, notwithſtanding 
the depth of the Water, that I ſtood think- 
ing with my ſelf, how hard it were for one 
to eſcape, that ſhould be ſo unlucky as to 
fall into it : But whilſt I was thus muſing, 
and attentively looking upon the Water, 
to.try whether I could diſcover the Bot- 
tom, it hapned to me, as it often does 
. to thoſe that gaze too ſtedfaſtly on ſwift 
Streams,that my head began to grow gid- 
dy, and my Legps to ſtagger towards the 


River, into whic foes eſs I had fell, if | 


Ph;laretus had not ſeaſonably and obliging- 
ly prevented it. Something like this { ſays 
Euſebins ) does not unfrequeatly happen ” 


” 
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| the unwary conſideration of ſome ſorts of 
fofull Obje&s, eſpecially thoſe ſuggeſted 
| by Atheiſm and .Luſt : for-not only we 
| oftentimes conſider. Atheiſtical ſuggeſtions, 


and entertain Libidinous fancies, withour 


| any intention to quit our Station, or the 


ſecure and ſolid Baſls of Religion , -and* 
Chaſtity 3 but we are often inclinable to 
think; that we converſe with theſe Objects 
only to diſcern their Formidableneſs the 
better, and fortifie our Reſolutions to ſhun 


{ them. And yetſuchis the peraicious Na- 
| ture of Atheiſm, and of Luſt, that they turn 


our Brains, and oftentimes, "if Providence, 
or Chriſtian prudence,do not ſeaſonably in- 
terpole ; we may unawares fall into the 
Miſchief, even by tooattentively ſurveying 


ktspreatneſs, and may be ſwallowed up by 
"the danger even whilſt we were confider- 


ing how great it is. To parley with ſuch 
faſcinating Enemies, though with a deſign 


torefuſe them, and treogthen our Averſion 


to them, is againſt the Laws of our Chri- 


ſtian warfare : And though it be not as 


criminal, may often prove as fatal, as tO 


hold lotelligence with the Enemy. Tis 
| trae, that the deformity of both theſe Sins 


is ſuch, that all their Uglineſs cannot be 


taken nqtice of at firſt ſight : But thediſ- 


covery is more dapgerous than neceſlary , 
fiance 


(306) | 
fince a little knowledge of their Hideouſ- 


neſs is enough to make every honeſt Heart - 
abhor them. And fince their leſs obvious 


Deformities are more dangerous to be pry'd 
into, than neceſlary to be known, let us fear 
to learn of theſe deluding Sins, more than 
weneed know to hate them, and remember, 
that even thoſe that are frighted by ſeeing 
Faces recently mark'd with the ſmall Pox, 


may, notwithſtanding that fear, catch the 
Diſeaſe with that fight. 2 


DO — 


DISCOURSE KXIX. 


Upon ones Drinking water out of the Brims of 
this Hat. 


Ewgenins, to whom his rambling up and 
down, added to the heat of the Day, had 


given a vehement Thirſt , ſpying a place 


where the Banks were very low, and almoſt 
level with the Surface of the Water, left 
' vs fora little while to repair thitherz and 
Kneeling iupon the Ground, he took up with 
his Hat, which by Cocking the Brims he 
turn d into a. kind of Cup, ſuch a propor- 
tion of Water that he quench'd his Toe 
, wit 


F 7E were by this time come back to- 
Y the Baited places we'had left, when | 


hn— 
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with it 3 and careleſly throwing the reſt 


| upon the Ground,quickly return'd towards 
| the Company, which he found he had not 


left ſo ſilently, but that our Eyes had been 
vpon him all the while he was abſent 3 and 
that ſight afforded Exſebins an occaſion to 
tell us, Our Friend Engenizs,might;ifhehad 
pleaſed, by ſtooping lower with his Head, 
have Drank immediately out of the entire 
River 3 but you ſee he thought'it more ſafe 
and more convenient, to drink out of a 
rude extemporary Cup3 and that this way. 
ſuffic'd him fully to quench his Thirſt, we 
may eaſily gather, by his pouring away of 
ſome remaining Water as ſuperfluous: And 
if he ſhould tell us, that he could not have 
quench'd his Thirſt with a ſufficient quan- 
tity of Water, becauſe he Drank itnot out 
of the River, but our of his Hat 3 I doubt 


| hot, you would think him troubled with a 


more formidable Diſtemper than Thirſt, 
and conclude him in a greater need of Phy- 
ſick than of Water. | 

Thus C reſumes Exſebixs ) to a ſober 


| Man, provided he have a Competency of 


Eſtate fuited to his Needs and Condition, 
It matters not very much wyether that 
Competency be afforded him by a mode- 
rateor by an exuberant Fortune,and often- 
times *tis more ſafe and-convenient ,and no 

K's leſs 
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' tency out of that which 1s but alittle, than 
out ofthat which 1s a great deal more than 
enough; for not only the neccſlities of 
Nature are few, but her capacities are li- 
mited, And therefore, how much ſoever 
you have of Meat, and Drink, and the like 
accommodations the Body of a Man can 


enjoy but a certain, and that toono very. 


oreat Meaſure of them, proportion'd to the 
Cravings of our ſtinted Nature, by more 
tian which 'tis not the Body, but the un- 
ruly Fancy, that 1s Gratify'd 3 as when the 
Stomach 15 fatisfy'd,aTable full of untouch- 
ed Diſhes feeds but aMan's Eye,or his Fridez 
2: pe it he ſhould Cram a little part of It 

z£0 215 Srotnach, 1t would but be Nau- 


Icaigd ar it w aodafterwards breed ill Hus 
JOUFS Bod DN {-afes.- : And accordingly, 'ts 
10 le{s than Solomot that ſays, When Goods 


ercreaſe.s; vey are encreas'd that Eat them,and 
what Govd is thereto the Owner thereof ſas 
77 4 AT 2 be beholding of them with their Eyes g 
{ 44re not ablolutely ( purſues he ) con- 
tiemn thoſe that think not the neccflities of 


Mature. the only Meaſures of a Compe-. 


cency of Fortune ; for though he that wants 


nocthem, wants a juſtcauſe toquarre] with | 
[3 rovidence., yet Cuſtom has ſo Entaild 


. jome ways of Expence upon ſome Stations 
10 


eſs fatisfattory, to receive this Compe- |; 
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[in the World, that ſince a Man can ſcarce 


Live without Them, and yet. without Diſ- 
grace, there are but few who are ſo great 
Stoicks, or ſuch mortify'd Chriſtians, as not 
to think, that what 1s more than enough for 


| one, may be leſsthan enough for another, 


and -as not to eſtimate their having or 
wanting a Competency, not only by the 


' | Exigencies of Nature, but by thoſe of a 


Man's particular Quality, or Station. Eut 


(fſubjoyns Evſebizs ) he that has 1o this 11- 


beral ſenſe, a ſufficiency of outward Goods, 


1s me-thinks but ill advis'd, as well as un- 


thankfu), 1t he. repine at his Portion, be- 
caule it is 1nferiour to thoſe of the famoutly 
Rich - for though an unwieldy Aﬀluence 
may afford ſome empty Pleaſure to the 
Imagination , ( for to the Body it ſcarce 


affords any at all ) yet that ſmall Pleaſure 


Is far from beipg able to countervail the Im- 
bittering cares that attend an over-grown 
Fortune : For whatever the unexperi-nc d 
may imaglne , the frequent and ſad Com- | 
plaints of the Rich themſelves ſufficiently 
manifeſt, that tis but an uneafie Condition, 


| that makes our Cares neceſſary for things 


that are meerly ſuperfluous; and that Men, 


| whoſe Poſſefſſions are ſo much ſpread ard 
| diſplay'd, are but thereby expos'd the 


fairer and wider Marks that may be hit in 
a2 ___ many 


( 310) 


many, places by misfortune. Nox will 
Careleſneſs ſecure them, ſince a provident 
concern of a Man's Eſtate, though it be 
oreat , being by the Generality of Men 
look'd upon as a Duty, and a part of Pru- 
dence,he cannot ſufferhimſelftobe wrong'd 
or cheated of that, without loſing, with his 
Right, his Reputation. 

_ For my part, (ſays Lindamor) I do the 
more wonder to ſee Men fo greedy of La- 
ding themſelves, as the Scripture ſpeaks, 


with thick Clay, that they Hoard up their | 


Treaſures from thoſe uſes which alone make 
Riches worthy the Name of Goods, and Live 
by a temper quite contrary to that of Saint 
Paul, As having all things, and poſſeſſmng 
nothing, When I confider the things they 
pretend to by this as mean as unchriſtian 
Appetite ; . The two chief of theſe, are 
wont to be, The keeping of a great Houſe, 
and the leaving their-Children great Mat- 
ches. Asto the former, though others are 
roo much advantag'd by it not to extol it, 
and though it be ſometimes indeed in ſome 
caſesa decent ,and almoſt neceffary,peice of 
Greatneſs, yet 'tis in my opinion one of 
the moſt unhappy Attendants thatretain to 
it 3 forthe Laws of Hoſpitality, and much 
more thoſe of Cuſtom, turns him that keeps 
_ @ great Table into an Honourable Hoſt, 
DE — ſubjects. 


was 
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(311) | | 
gbjets him to comply with the various 
#d oftentimes unreaſonable Humours of a 
hieceflion of Guelts, that he cares not for 
2t all, and that care as little for him 3 it 
brings him in a world of Acquaintance, to 
whom he muſt own himſelf oblig'd , be- 
ate they come to Eat hisMeat, andmuſt 
tally requite them,by giving them the pre- 
tjouſeſt thing he has to part with, his Time : 
And a full cable, rogether with the Liber- 


tiesthar Cuſtom allows at it, if not exacts_ 
| there, tempt him both to Indulgence to his 


Appetite, prejudicial to his Health, and if 
they do not prevail with him to ſpeak, do 
often at leaſt ro diſpoſe him to hear, and to 
connive at , ſuch free Diſcourſes as are 
prejudicial to his Intereſts ; ſo that there is 
more than one account upon which a great 
Entertainer may be involvd in David's 
Curſe, againſt his mortal Enemy, of having 

his Table become a Snare. ” 
And for the deſign ( continues Linda- 
mor ) of laying up vaſt Eſtates for a Man's 
Children ; if they be Sons, he thereby but 
encreaſes their Temptations to wiſh the 
Father Dead, and provides Incentives to 
their Vice,and Fuel for their Exceſles, when 
be is ſo : and if they be Daughters, not to 
repeat the newly mention'd Inconveni- 
ences 3 how many unhappy young Women 
4 have 
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have we ſeen, who, upon the ſcore of the 
vaſt Portions left them by their Parents, 
have been betray'd, and fold by their Guar- 


dians,or by thoſeRelations that ſhould have 


been,as they were call'd, their Friends? and 
how often have we alſo ſeen, that an un- 
wieldy Fortune has been ſo far from Pur- 
chaſing the Heir to it a good Huſband, that 
it has procur'd her a Bad one, by making 
her think her ſelf oblig'd and quality'd to 


Match with ſome high Title, and procuring | 


her to be Haunted by ſome , whoſe Vices 


mp—__ w— ya &, = 


perhaps alone have reduc'd him to Sell | 


himſelf to redeem his Fortune, and to make . 


an Addreſs which aims but at the Portion, 
not the Perſon ; and accordingly, when he 
has got the one, he flights the other, and 
deſpiſes her for the want of that high Ex- 
traction ſhe priz'd in him, and perchance 
hates hertoo; for confining him trom ſome 
former and more than pretended Paſlion. 

I perceive then, Lindamor, ( ſays Euſe- 
bis ) that you are, as wellasI, diſpos'dto 
think him not a meer Fool, that pray'd God 
togive him neither Poverty, nor Riches, but 
to ſupply him with things ſuitable to his Con- 
dition, Prov. $0.8. ( That ſeeming tobe 
the meaning of the Kebrew Phrafez ) A 
pinching Poverty, and a luxuriant Fortune 


( though different Extremes ) being liable 
FO OO OOO | = 
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to almoſt equal Inconveniences, and a- 
Competency affording us enough to en- 


| gage us tO T hankfulneſs, without Admini- 
I firiog ſuch Temptations to Senſuality and 


Pride. 


[* ITT 


DISCOURSE XX. 


On ſeeing Boys ſwim with Bladders, 


6 He Sun was yet ſo.near the Meridian, 


that if the Attention Exſebias's Dil- 


| courſes excited, had not diverted us from 


minding the heat of the Weather, we 
ſhould have found it troubleſome 3 and in 
effet, ſoon after we had left liſtning to the 
conferences I have been repeating, we be- 
gun to feel a heat, unealie enough to oblige 
us to retire from it- But taking ſeveral 
ways, as Chance or Inclination direqed 
us, to ſhun the ſame inconvenience, it was 
my Fortune to hold the ſame courſe with 
Lindamor, and both ofus, by following no 
Guide, but the deſign of ſhunning all beaten 
Paths, and unfhelter'd Grounds, that being 
the likelieſt way to reach our double end 
of Coolneſs and Privacy ; after we had a 
While walk'd ſomewhat near the River-ſide, 


. we were atlepgth brought to a Shady place, 


which 
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which we ſhould have found, as well as we 
wiſh'dir, a Solitude, if others had not con- 
curr'd with us in the ſame hopes; for the 
Expectation of Privacy had brought thither 
divers, whotn the Suns ſcorching heat invi- 
ted to that cool and retir'd part of the 
River, where they hop'd to ſhun all other 

yes, as well as that of Heavenz among 
thoſe Swimmers we obſerv'd ſome No- 
vices, who, to ſecure their firſt Attempts, 
had Bladders ty'd under their Armes, to 
keep them from ſinking any lower. This 
fight (ſays Lindamor, after he had a while 
mus'd upou ithhath Circumſtances in t,that 
me-thinks are applicable enough to the 
Education of many of the young Ladies of 
theſe times ; of whoſe faults, the Excel- 
lent Celia, and all the others, that you and 
F can think worth our Concern, are free 
enough to let me entertain you without 
Rudeneſs of them; the Commonneſs of 
theſe Blemiſhes ennobling thoſe few that 
are exempted from them. You cannot then 
(continues Lzndamer) but have obſferv'd 
with me, that many of thoſe young Ladies, 
whoſe Parents, out of a miſtaken Zeal, 
condemn that which at the Court was wont 
to be call'd good Breeding, and Principles of 
Hozoxr, as things below a Chriſtian, and 


inſufficient to bring their Poſſeſſours to - 


Heaven, 
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fleaven, are ſo unluckily Bred, andfo «:. 
Humour'd, as well' as Faſhion'd, that an 
zlmoſt equally unhappy Educarion is re- 
quifite to malte their Company' tolerable 2 
Civility, which is almoſt as Eſſential to a 
! compleat Lady, as her Sex, they are per- 
f& Strangers to, or rude Deſpiſers of it; 
and not only their Minds are not Imbu'& 
| with thoſe Principles of Friendſhip, Gene- 
rolity, and Honour, which make ſome of 
their Sex ſo Lovely, and ſo Hiuftrions in 
Story, and of which more Ladies would be 
capable, if more were taught them; but 
| theſeare utterly uninſtructed in the: Laws 
of what the French'call Bezr ſeance, and are 
altogether unpratisd in that Civility, and 
ſuppleneſs of Humour, which 1s requiſite 
to endear Converſation, and is ſo proper to 
the ſofter Sex. TI muſt confeſs, (* purſues 
Lindamor) that Inever have been more 
puzzl'd how to behave my ſelf then in their 
Company : The ſerious-ſort of Diſcourſe, 
(ev'n ſuch as 1s to-be found 1n- our: freſher 
and more poliſh'd Romances) they- are ut- 
terly incapable of 3 And in the triflingangd' 
pitiful Prattle that alone js not above them, 
_ they are ſo Unſaciable, ſo Indiſcreet,; and 
| oftentimes ſo Bold, that in ſpight-of the 
; reſpect, ſuch as' Celia gives me for her Sex, 
I find in their Converſations as much Exer- 
4 ciſe 
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ciſe for my Patience as my Chaſtity, and 
being tempted to put off the reſpect that 
belongs to Ladies, as they do the modeity, 
I find it more difficult to retain my Civi- 
lity than my Liberty. The Bladders ( re- 
ſumes Lizdamor ) which young Swimmers 
uſe, are, 'tis confeſs'd, but light and empty 


things, that are ealily- made uſeleis; nay, 


though they help beginners, they areCloggs 
to ſkilfyl Swimmers, and yet theſe Trifles 
are they that hinder Novices from finking 
into the Mud - Thus Honour, though it be 
an Airy unſolid thing, nay,though it often- 
times proves a hinderance to great Pro- 
ficients in Chriſtianity, yet to Perſons that 
have not yet attain'd to higher Principles, 
it 18an excellent ſupport, and hinders them 


from {nking into many Meanneſles, and 


Miſcarriages, into which, thoſe eſpecially 
of the fairer Sex, that want a due ſenſe of 


Honour, are too apt to be precipitated - 


"You know what Lord told his accuſed 
Lady, that he knew ſhe was too proud to be 
a Whore. And certainly, though Princi- 
ples of Gallantry include not all Virtues, 
yet they avert thoſe they ſway from grofler 
Vices : And though to be well Bred, be not 
to be a Saint, but incomparably inferiour to 
itz yet to be both, is more deſirable than 
tp be the latter only : And they are very 

unwiſe, 


ed 
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wiſe ; who, before they are ſure theie 
Tthildren will admit the higher and morr 
xrfect Principles of Religion, neglect to 
Jive them that Education that may render 
Iioral Accompliſhments acceptable toThezy, 
J.nd Theme to well bred Company, leſt by 
xroving indiſpos'd to Spiritual graces, their 
it having been taught the Moral Orna- 
nents of the Mind, leave them deſtitute of 
{ll good Qualities. 


— 


THE TRANSITION 
| Containing | 
ADISCOURSE 
Upon the Sports being interrupted by Rainy 
weather. 


| A JOtwithſtanding the Serenity and Pro- 
N milingneſs of the Morning we came 
out 1n, we have already upon the Water 
had one proof of the unſetledneſs of the 
Weather, and now upon the Land we meet 
with another : For, by that time ' Linda- 
mor was come ſomewhat near the end of 
his Diſcourſe , he was oblig'd to haſtento 
It, by the approach of a Cloud, whoſe 
Largeneſs and Blackneſs threatned ys with 
an imminent Showr : Nor did it give us a 
falſe Alarm, for by that time we could re- 
| cover 
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cover the next Shelter, the Showr we fled 
from, began to fall violently enough upon 
the Trees, we were retirdto. And this 
unwelcome accident reducingusalltolook 
about.us, we quickly ſaw,to our Grief, that 
not only the Razz but the Clouds were in- 
creasd, —_ the Sky being almoſt every 
whereover-caſt, left us'no way to eſcape 
the inconveniences it:threatned us with, but 
the makiog with what baſte we could to- 
wards the place, over which we perceiv'd 
ſmoke enough, to conclude there was ſome 
Village beneathit: And finding at our Ar- 
rival thither, as good an Inn, as we could 
reaſonably expect in ſuch a place, after 
we had a while dry'd our ſelves by the Fire, 
Emgenizs (to whom Exerciſe and the time 
of the Day had given a good Stomach ) 
mov'd the Company, that ih ſpight of the 
meanneſs of the Houſe, we might.reſt our 
ſelves there, till we had Dreſt the Fiſh we 
had taken, to-make up the beſt Dinner the 
place would afford : T his motion I did not 
alone readily aſſent to, but ſeconded it, by 
repreſenting,that probably by that time we 
had Din'd, we ſhould either recaver ſome 
fair Weather, or loſe the hopes of regain- 
iog it for that Day, To which Iadded other 
confiderations to perſwade the Company, 
though, That indeed which prevail'd with 
me, 


+. 
ne, was, the expectation of having an «p- 
zortunity while Dinner was providing, to 
I retire, as I ſoon after did, into another 
Room, and ſet down in ſhort hand, what1 
have hitherto been relating, leſt either de- 
ay ſhould make the particulars vaniſh out 
of my Memory, or they ſhould be confoun- 
ded there by the acceſſion of ſuch new Re- 
fletions, as, in caſe a fair Afternoon ſhould 
invite us to return to the River , Euſebins 
would probably meet with Occaſions of 
preſenting us. But before I could hand- 
ſomely {link away, I happen'd to be enter- 
tain'd a while with ſome things of the like 
Nature with thoſe I was about to ſet down: 
For this unwelcome change after ſoglorious 
| and hopeful a Morning, did naturally ſug- 
geſt to all of us, ſome thoughts of the Mu- 
tability and Fickleneſs of Proſperity, and 
bow eaſily, as well as quickly, we may be 
depriv'd of that we cannot eaſily part 
with, But whilſt the reſt of us were enter- 
taining themſelves with theſe thoughts, 
Eugenizs , Who was more concern'd then 
any other of us, for the ſport he came for, 
having a good while look'd with melan- 
choly Eyes upon this change, began to re- 
pine and murmur at the interruption, which 
the perſiſtingRain continued to give him jn 
_ It: Whereupon Ligdamor took occaſion to 
- lay, 
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ſay, for niy part, if I could diſlipate theſe : 


Clonds with a wiſh, I ſhould {cruple at the 


 Ridding my felt of them, ev'nat ſocaſiea. 
Rate: For I ſee, that the Gaping clefts of 
the parched Ground do, as it were with ſo- 
many Mouths, proclaim its need of the Rain: 


you repineat. And I always (- continues 
he) am ready to joyn with the Husband- 
man in his wiſhiogs, as well for Rainy as for 
fair Weather, -and am ſo much a Com- 
mon-wealths Man, that I had rather at any 
timenoteſcapeaShowr,tbanlethim want it, 
Youarel confeſs, ( ſays Engenins ) now 
I think alittle better on it, inthe right, and 


have more reaſon to be diſcontented at my 


 Impatience, than I at the Weather; for 


we ſhould, ev'n in theſe lefler Occaſi 10ns, as- 


well as on greater, Exerciſe ſelf-denial, and 
prefer a publick good to our private con- 
veniences ; And indeed it were far better, 
that I ſhould miſs fome Fiſhes, than that 
thouſands of Families ſhould miſs of Bread; 

Exſebins, that had hitherto liſten'd to 
what was ſaid, being unwilling, that his 
Friends Ingenuity ſhould make him any 


longer accuſe himſelt, cold him, (to divert |; 


the Diſcourſe ) This accident, Emxgenizs, 
was ſuggeſting to me,a thought, wherewith 
I ſhall nor ſcruple to acquaint you, and the 


Company. For (continues-he ) as pleaſant, 


and 


bee 
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| Had as much deſir'd, as. fair: Weather, is 


on to. be; and as much as weulſe tbe: 
icontentedat a lowring and droppingſky, 
ſetthe one is no- leſs neceſſary nor uſeful in- 
is ſeaſon, than the other. For-toouninters 
pted a courſe of Heat:, and 'Sun-ſbiae, 
yould make the ſeaſon fruitful in nothing, 
but 10 Caterpillers, (or ſuch kind of Ver-' 
nige-Jand in Diſeaſes, and.isfar more pro- 
Irer to fill Graves, than Barons: Whereas: 
kaſonable viciſſitudes of Clouds, and clou-: 
IiyWeather,make both the Ground fruicful, 
nd the Seaſon healthful. Thus-io our:out- 
ward Condition, too lorig and canſtant-a 
proſperity is wont to make the Soul Barren 
f all, but ſuch Wantonneſles as 'tis1]lto be 
fuitful of, and the interpoſition of ſeaſan- 
able Afflictions i is as neceſſary , and advan- 
tageous, as it can be unwelcome. Bur 
(purſues Exſebius ) the coofiderationthat 
chicfly eatertain'd me, wasthis; That as* 


J Here, to make the Earth fruitful, the face of 


Heaven muſt be now and then obſcur'd and 
over-caſt, we mult be depriv'd of the wel- 
come pleaſure of the Sun to receive the fer- 


| tilizing Benefit of the Rain; ſo ſuch is our 


 ccndition here below. that our perverſeneſs 


| makes it neceſſary, that God ſhould often- 


times appear to frown upon us, to make 
us fruitful 1n thoſe Works, to which he is 


Leg eo Vouchſafe his ſmiles, But, Oh / 


Y < con- 


ES. I 
( concludes Faſebins, lifting up his eyes and 
hands towards Heaven ) how happy ſhalt I 
we be inthat glorious and everlaſting Day, 
when our Condition ſhall be as bleſſed in 
not requiring Viciffitudes as in not being 
| ſubjeR tothem. When the Sunſhine aloge 
ſhall perform all that is wont to be done 
hereboth by it,' and by the Rain; andthe 
Soul, like Zgypt, being fruitful without 
the aſſiſtance of the Clouds, we ſhall not 
need to have our joys Eclips'd,to make our 
Graces kept from being ſo, or to have our 
Lightſhine the brighter - But each bleſſed 
Soul ſhallbe emblem'd by that Viſion in the 
Revelations, where St. John ſaw an Angel 
ſtanding in the Sun,weſball not then need to 
have our Love wean'd from inferiour or 
undue Objects, by any Expertence of their 
ImperfeQtions ; ſince the clear Diſcovery 
that God will vouchſafe us of his own Ex- 
cellencies will abundantly ſuffice to confine 
our AfﬀecCtions-to them : And ſince the 
works wherein we are to be fruitfu} in Hea- 
ven will be but to admire and thank him, Þ : 
thatis infinite in Beauty, and in goodneſs, 
the perfecter fight and fruition we ſhall 
have of his aſtoniſhing as well as raviſhing 
Attributes, will but proportionably increaſe 
our Wonder, and -our Praiſes, and will 
naturally make. us as Gratefu) For ſuch a 
{tate as happy Is it, OCC A+ 
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RzerincrtraioN |. 


Upon the fight of N. N. making of Syrup 
of Violets, 


ey 3 NE that did not know the Me- 
if Ss gicinal Vertues of Violets, and 
\ \p/} /2 were not acquainted with the 


DB Charitable Intentions, of the 
” {killful perſon, that is mak- 


aP 


- 


ing a Syrup of them, would think him 


a very great Friend to Epicyriſm: For his 
Imployment ſeems wholly defign'd to gra- 
tifie the ſenſes, The things he deals with 
are Flowers and Sugar, and of them he is 
ſolicitous to make a Compoſition that may 
delight ihGre than one or tivo Senſes 3 F or, 

2 In 


in One Syrup he endeavours to pleaſe the 
Eye, by tbe lovelineſs of the Colour ; the* | 


Noſe,by the perfume of theScent;the Taſte; 
by as much ſweetneſs as Sugar can impart. 
But he that knowing that Violets, though 
they pleaſe the Palate, can purge the Body, 


and notwithſtanding their good ſmell, can | 


expel” bad humours, knowsalſo that the 
Preparer of theſe fragrant Plants,in making 
their Juice into a Syrup, 1s careful to make 
it acceptable, that its pleaſantneſs might re- 
commend it, and invite ev n thoſe to prove 


its Virtues, who had rather continue fick, ' 
than make Trial of a diſguſting Remedy ; 


will not blame his Curioſity; but com- 
mend his prudent Charity 3 ſince he doubly 
obliges a Patient, that not only preſents 
him Remedies, but prefents him Allure- 
ments to make ufe of them. 

If I fee a perſon that is Learned and 


Eloquent, as well as Pious, buſied about 


g1ving his Sermons, or other devout Com- 
poſures, the Ornaments and Advantages 
which Learning or Wir do naturally confer 
; upon thoſe produCtions of the Tongue, or 
| Pen, wherein they are plentifully and ju- 
diciouſly emploi'd; I will not be forward 
to condemn him of a mis-expence of his 
Time or Talents ;whether they be laid out 
upon. Speculative Notions 1n Theology; 

| or 
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J#vpon Critical Inquiries into-Obſolete 
Kites, or Diſputable Ecymolopies ; orupon 
Philoſophical Diſquifitions or Experiments; 
Fypon the florid Embelliſhments of Lan- 
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e3 or (it ſhort) upon ſome fuch other 
thing as ſeems extrinſecal 'to the Nodrine 
that" is according to Godlineſs, and ſeems 
tot to have any dire tendency to the pro- 
boting of Piety and the kindling of Devo- 
fon. For I'confidep,that as God hath made 
man ſubjeCt to ſeveral wants, and hath both 
Piven him ſeveral allowable appetites, and 
Soya bim with various faculties 'and 

tbilities to gratifie them'; ſoa man's 'Pth 


may be very warrantably and uſefully em- 
I ploi'd , though it' be not direfly fo, to 
teach a Theological Trath, or incite the 
Reader's Zeal. | 

\ And, beſides what I have been alledgiog, 
there is a farther and more principal Con- 
fideration which belongs to this matter. 
For ev'n wile men may proſecute the fame 
deſign, without doing it all of them the 
{ fame way; and the ſeveral Means and Me- 
| thods they imploy,notwithſtanding a great 
Difference in other parriculars, may agree 
| in this, That the Reſpetive Chuſers of 
them had each of them a good Aim, and 
90 rp in arational way. Though there- 
ore ee a man of good parts, ſtudious of 
E 9 L Leatn- 
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Learning,” or of pradtiſing, the Preceptagf 


Eloquence;, and ſpend much time in readir 
florid nec a or 1 dig Reb by 
dare not be forward to cenſure bim, far 
ancffemivate or uſeleſs Writer. For there 
are ſo many things pious or laudable, and 
{ſo many. ways whereby ſome or other of 
them may either be direQly promoted, or 
indirectly ſerv'd, by removing Objections, 

.or other Impediments, that *tis not eafie 

to be ſure that a Rational Man canndt have 
as well a Rationalas a well-meant deſignto 
infirud, it not reforws, in thoſe Wark, 
poſures that ſeem fitted only to delight. 
There being a Nicer ſort of Readers which 
need In[truCion (and to: whom 'ris there- 
fore a Charity to giveit) who are ſo far 
from being likely to be prevailed on by 
Diſcourſes not tricked up with Flowers of 
'Rhetorick, that they would ſcarce be 
_ ſo much as to caſt their eyes on 
them, 


A while before Eſther made that generous 


Attempt, wherein, to reſcue the people of 
God, ſhe hazarded a Throne, to which 
above an hundred other Peoples paid ho- 


mage, and yentur'd- at once the greateſt 


Crown and the faireſt Head in the World; 


One that had ſeen onely what ſhe was do- 


iog, without knowiug why ſhe did it, would | 


pe 
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\ | and that ſhe was very curious in'a Dreſs 
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wating with! what aim ſhe did it, - we may 


02#n Occaſion where her-Quality: exaGted 


| vill eaſily believe our pious Queen to have 


| of the world for many days together, and 


perchance have thought heremploi'd,; more 
fie a Diſciple of \Epicxrxs, than. of 'Adoſes, 
whoſe - People-acid her own was therrina 
forlorn and gaſping condition. For:the s | 
Scripture telliog us that foe put-or ber Royal + 5: 3 


#parel; and the :Tenour of tlie-ftory inti- 


wel-ſuppoſe that ſhe was not ſparing'in 
jewsls,aod other of the richeſt Orvaments, 


that ſhe ſhould appear with aMagnificence 
befittiog'rhe greateſt Princeſs inthe world; 


that was to heighten her Beauty, whenby 

That, with the Giver's affiſtance,. ſhe was 

upon her knees to dazle: the-world's-great+ 
eſt; Monarch -on his Throne;and make Him 
pay Homage ro. her Charms;, to whom 
above an hundred- Nations had preſented 
their faireft  ProduCtions, (* the brighteſt 
Nymphs of the Eaſt.) And thoſe that have. 
read any thiog of the Aſfratick Luxury, 


been alſo very ſollicitous about the choice 
and ordering of her Sweet-meats, when ſhe 
was to treat an Afar Monarch , who had 
treated the whole People of the chief City 


as many Princes as made-up the-Nobleſt 

part of Mankind for above twenty times as | 

To: -& lovg: » 
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long; and yet this Magnificent Queen, that 
ſeem'd buſt'daboutnone but ſenſual Imploi- 
ments, had ſo commendable'a-Delign both 
in her Ornaments and in her Banquets; that 


ſo meritorions an Tmploymentof her Great. 


-neſs ſhew'd her to be worthy'of it 3 and'vs 
Tt:appear'd in the Event, that her Banquets 
dig1co-operate with her Faſts, and her 
Royal Robes: with' Aordecay's Sack+cloth 
and:Afhes, to:that happy reſcue of her Na- 
tion, for which;/after ſo many Ages,it'doth 
tothis day yearly celebrate her Memory, 
80 'whilſt ſherſeem'd *buſied' to 'gratifie 
others ſenſuality” and her 'own pride, 'her 
Diſpoſition 'of /Mind' was »{o worthy the 
Sucreſs that-crown'd* her Attempt, that at 


the ſame time ſhe was 'iprovidiog' all thae 


Pomp and thoſe Delicacies, ſhe was alfo 
providing to' give them: up ,'and ſacrifice 
them, for the Intereſt of God's'Church;and 
her People; generouſly venturing for the 
ſervice of Heaven a Height of proſperity, 


| for whoſe loſs nothing but Heaven it-felf 


could make'her amends, 
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wpor the fight of « Paper-Ki te in aWindy day. 


bt . Engenins, Lindamor. 


wal | F the Air were calm and” quiet,” this 
£14 Kite would lie unregardedevinby 
 thoſevery Youths,that nowlook at nothing 
eſe. But the Wind that blows away-ſtraws 
indfeathers, and throws down leaves, does 
even by its being contrary, help to raiſe this 
Paper-Engine to that admired height, 
| | which makesit be gaz'd at by-many others, 

j than Boys, -agd not onelyattract our Eyes, 
but ſometimes ſoar out -of | their” (reach. 
Thus, if a great Perſon, for Courage, or 
Parts, or both, have the ill-fate tolive'in 
quiet, and peaceful times, he may”long 
enough languiſh unregardediin an Ape that 
needs himmot. But if the times grow trou- 
bleſome and dangerous, bis generaus-ſpiric 
will not onely furmount che difficulties that. 
Ire wont to attend them, -but be rais d'by 
| them, and turn them into ſteps to Glory and 
Preferment. * £773 | a 

Lind, Me-thinks, Evgeniss, theſe Kites 
| may afford us no leſs fit a — 
the 


(339) 
the fate of ſome Errours about Religion, 
eſpecially if they chance to be maintain'> 
by Men that are reſolute, andviceleſs. For 
there are ſome of theſe conceits ſo fond, 
and -groundleſs, that they could not lor 
ſubſilt ofthemſelves, and would " waryan. 4 
to tempt a ſolemn Qppoſition,. if they did J1 
not tooſoon meet with it. And as you | 
were, obſerving to another;/purpoſe, that 
theſeartificial Kites, which Mentake no no- 
tict of in calm weather, are both elevated | | 
and kept--aloſt by:the blaſts of contrary, ' 
winds,-{o theſe erroneous Opinions peak 
of; would, if they were let alone, grow 
quickly unregarded, whereas :needleſs or 
- Ul manag'd Perſtcutions of Doctrige, not 

ejudictal to Government, { for 'cis onely 
Rich-chat 1 mean )) bring them: tato every 
body's Eye, and give them a Repute, that 
notbing .clſe would have procur'd: them, 
2ndimake them be look'd upon as things-of 
alublime and celeſtial nature, that leadto.. 
that, Heaven, they ſcem to aſpire to. Ta 
thrive by Perſecution, though ithe a, great 
Advantage, yet it js not the incommuni- 
cable Prerogativeof Divine Truths; And 
though it be certain that they get moſt by | 
It, yeteven Errors do often gain by it too, 
there being certain Advantages that accrue 
to. Opinions, by being perſecuted, nt 
[- 
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whether. they be true, or 


- Faiſtioguiſhing Hoe 
| Thiſe; : For gien that are perſecuted fortheir 


Religion, axe generally carefill toinſtrudt 
themſclves:throughly in ir, and furniſh 
themſelves . with Arguments to defend it. 
he-frowns- of the Magiſtrate , andthe 
watchful Eyes of their) Adverfaries, are 
Woe Diſlwaſtyesto them from doing any 
thing that may arm. his band,  or-pravoke 
other's tongues again(t their Sect, ro-which 
they know. their perſoral faults will be im- 
| puted.,'- And aboveall this, their ſufferings 
ntitle then to: popular commileration, . 
which 1s a thing that diſtreſs does ſo much 
Invite, [that-eyen condemned MalefaQtors 
ſeldome want a ſbare in it. And:toſomeof 
theſe men Perſecutipn' is the more fayou- 
rable, becauſe it puts them uppn fighting 
=_ the, weappns they. can belt ' handle. 
For ſome are far better at Suffering, than at 
-1 mp. and can more eafily endure a 
Priſon, than anſwer a Syllogiſm. And as 
_ this Conltancy is often their beſt Argument, 
ſo is it an Argument, that the generality of 
Men beſt underſtand, and conſequently is 
| likely to be moſt wrought on by, ſo that the 


wr ; 
| 
J 


more harſh than effeQual way wherein they 
are dealt with, gives them the opportunity 
to diſplay a ReſoJuteneſs, that makes moſt 
men think them well meaning, and in car- 

*. .- _ 
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neſt, and their -own Party cry'themup for 


Martyrs, or atleaſt Confeſlors4 'which,' in 


caſe that (as' happens in moſt States 
ſcandalous fins be left unpuniſhed at the 


ſame'time, ' that Harmleſs 'Etroirsare'ſ} I 


ſeverely dealt with, gives them'"the fairer 
opportunity to inſinuateints the minds* of 
the people, that their Perſecutors had#a+ 
ther ſee men CONE. And 

enerally ſpeaking,' any perſonal ſufferings 
Hen wellieniog manundergoesfor What 
he judges his Conſcience; is but ſych-a kind 
. of burden to'his mind, as feathers are toar 


Eagle, or a Falcon, 'which though in 


themſelves conſider'd they have a' weight, 
yet inſtcadofclogging him, they not onely 
help himto ſupport himſelf; but enable hjm 
to foar towards Heaven, and reach a height 
that makes him prais'd or wonder'd at. 


(333). 
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ling a Craw, ( ont of a window) in a Hog s- © 
trough, -and immedzately tracing ihe/en- 
ſuing RefleFion with a Pen made of one of 


bis Quilts. 


"ee "VS © "GFT-TW = Y% II” my 


7. Ong and patiently did, I wait for this 
unlucky Crow, . wallowing in the (lut- 
D Trough, .( whoſe fides kept him a great 
ylule out. of the reach of my Gun ) and 
zrging himſelf with no leſs greedioeſs , 
{than the very. ſwiniſh Proprictaries of.the 
Feaſt , till at length having guzzl'd and 
croak'd enough, when by hovering over 
his beloved Dainties, he had. rais'd hitmſelf 
bigh enough, - to prompt me to fire at him, 
{ny no leſs unexpeRed, than fatal ſhot, in a 
moment ſtruck him down, and turning the 
Scene of Iris Delight into that of his pangs, 
made him abruptly alter his Note, . and 
change his triumphant Chant for a diſmal 
and tragick Noiſe. This Method is not un- 
| vſual to Divine Juſtice towards brawoy and 
Incorrigible Sinners, whoſe Souls no leſs 
Black, than this inauſpicious Bird's feathers, 
do wear already the Livery of the Prince 
of Darkneſs, and with Greedineſs do the 
works 


Gen, Ie, 
= 


Luk. 16. 
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works of it, whoſe Delights. are-farniſli'd 


( as the feaſts of Crows are by. Carrion) 
by their own filthy luſts, or other People's 
faults, and who by the Oaths and Curſes 


wherewith they offend * Chriſtian ears 


whilſt they live, andby'the ill odour they 
Jeave behind them whenthey are dead; do 


but too much juſtifie my reſembling them 


to theſe hateful Creatures. Such ſenſual 
ahd obdurate Epicures, I fay, God oft- 
times ſuffers to run oh their long Catiere, 
10 paths of their own _ without 
checking them in the fruition © 

which are to be their onely Portion, till at 
length their iniquity filling up the determi- 


nate meaſure, he cuts them off, in the. 


height of their Irijoyments, and employing 
oft-rimes their own Sits for their Execu- 
tioners, or at leaſt Inſtruments of their De- 
ſtruftion; precipitates them headlong froni 
the Pinacle of their Delights, into the bot- 
tomleſs Pit, which one of their Predecef> 
{ors (the rich man in the Parable) call'd, as 
he ſadly found it, the Plate of Torment 5 
where the luſcious '{weets of tin, are fo 
dearly reckon'd for, and afford fo much 
Bitterneſs in the latter end, that their ſenſe 
fadly convinces them, of ( what their ſenſu- 
ality kept them from believing ) the folly 
of gaining any thing at the rate of loſing 

their 


thoſe Joys, 
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Jheir own Souls. Thus the [ſraelicifhPrince 


fund a Nemeſis bold enongh to violate 
heSanfAuary, even of his Miſtreſs's arms, 
md (regardleſs of its charms ) enter that 
byely Circle, their Kindneſs clos'd him 
in,toſvarch him thence, andextinguiſhthe, 


luſtfol flames that lighted him thither, with © 


the cold blaſts of Death. Thus the mu- 
tinous Loathers of Manna, and luſters aftet 
fleſh, had their wiſh ſeverally granted, fot 


um. 25; 


» 


they had indeed Quails ferv'd in by fields» 


full, but attended with ſo ſudden and ſharp 


Reckoning, that whilſt the fleſh was yet be- Num, 11; | 
tween their teeth, ere it was chew'd, Death 33+ 


hindred them to ſwallow it, choak'd them 
with it, and devour'd them as greedily, as 
they did thoſe Birds. Thus the infolent 
Philiſtins found themſelves ill protected by 


their vaioly celebrated God,and his { much} 


ſtronger)Temple.thonugh in the latter there 
were thouſands of them, without any other 
Enemy, than one, they had ſent for to be a 
friend to their Mirth. Forin the very midſt 


ge 


of all the Triumphs of a ſolema Feſtival - 


( which had more properly been kept to 


Dalilab ) whilſt they were inſulting over 


captive Sazyſon's Blindneſs, they could not 
ſee their own approching Deſtiny, though 


| It were then ſo near, that the next fit of 


Laughter had not time to paſs to their 
Mouth: 


% 
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Mouths, ere. an unexpeted Vengeance 
( the provok'd Deity lending an Omnipo- 
tent Armto Sazſon's hand) confoundedin, 


one Ruine, the Idol with the Worſhi ppers, 


and ſuddenly turn'd the whole Temple into 
anAltar,with which the Prieſts themſelves, 
fell ſurprized Sacrifices to that tragical ſo-. 


lemnity.. And thus (to baſten fromſo (ad a, 
Theme ) the revelling Belhazzar, in. the, 
midſt of his Magnificent and Royal Feaſt, 
ſaw.an intruding hand, which by its man- 
ner of appearing, as well as. by what it 
wrote, was ableto mar the Supper, with- 
out impairing the Dainties. And that Mo+ 
narch, whom even a Siege could not reduce 
below a condition, of Feaſting, though he 
were carouzing in the conſecrated Cups, 
had ſuch a Brimmer of trembliog put into 
his hand, as both preſag'd and perchance 
began the Deſtiny approaching bim under 
the Enfigns ofthe Noble Cyr #4, whoſe Con- 
quering Sword, guided by Providence, 
and made the Sword'of Juſtice, did that 
very ſame night, let out his Wine, and 
Bloud, and Life together, 


Upod 
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Upor the ſame Subjed. 


"Is hard on ſuch an occaſion to avoid ' 
' making ſome Refle&ion upon the 
Mutability of worldly Conditionz. How 
ltle did this Crow imagine, a quarter, of 
an hour fince, that iri ſo ſhort a time, his 
Body ſhould be as ſenſeleſs, and as ſtinkiog 
Carrion, as that he was wont to feed it. 
with-; that his feathers ſhould wear ſo un- 
[lucky a kind of Mourning for his Deſtru- 
tion, and that I ſhould write his Epitaph 
with one of his own Quills / ſure faince a 
few minutes can .turn the healthieſt Bodies 
into breathleſs Cargaſes, and put thoſe ve- 
ty things into the hands of our Enemies, 
which were they that we principally rer 
I'd on, for .bur ſafety, it were little leſs 
than Madneſs, to repoſe a diſtruſtleſs Truſt 
inthefe tranſicory Poſſeflions, or treache- 
' ts Advantages; which we enjoy but by {6 
ficklea Tenure. No, we mult never ven- 
ture to wander far from God, upon the 
Preſamptiori that Death is far enough from 
us, but rather inthe very height of our Jol- 
lities, we ſhould endeavour to remember, 
that chey who feaſt themſelves today, may 
thetiſelves prove Feaſts for the worms to 
morrow. Z R E- 


At Lees, 
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REFLECTION 1Vv. 


__ Glow-worme that he kept included in in 4 


CryStal. Viol, 


Fhis unhappy Worm had .been: as deſ- 
picable as the other reptiles that crept 
tp and down the Hedge, whence I took 
him, he might, as well as they, have been 
left there ſtill, and his own Obſcurity, as 
well as that of the Nrght, had preſerv'd 


him'from the confinement be now ſuffers. | 


Andiif, as he ſomtimes for a pretty while 
withdrew that Luminous Liquor, that isas 
It were the Candle to this ſmall dark Lan- 
thorn, he had continued to forbear the dil- 
Tloſing of it, he might have deluded my 
ſearch, and eſcap'd his _— Conkine- 
ment. 

- Rare Qualities may fometinees be Pre- 
rogatives, without being advantages. And 
though a' needleſs Oftentation of ones Ex- 
cellencies may bemoreglorious, a modeſt 


Condeslment of-them is uſually more ſafe : 
-Andan:unſeaſonable diſcloſure of flaſhes 
of  Wit;'may fomerimes do a Man'no other 
ſervice, than todiret his - mp how 
_ my do him a I 7 


And 
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And as though this Worm be lodg din 


| icryſtalline Prifon, through which it has 
the Honour to- beigaz” d at by many Eyes, 
md among them, by ſome thatare ſaid to 
fine far more. in' the Day 'than'this Crea- 


Fre do's in the Night ; yet no doubt, if he 


ould expreſs-a ſenſe of the' Condition he 
kio, he would bewail it, andthiok himſelf 
unhappy in an excellency, which procures 
him at once Admiration and Captivity, by 
the former of which he does but give others 
2 Pleaſure, while in the latter he himfelf 
reſents a Miſery. _ 

This oftentimes is the fate of a_ great 
Wit, whom the Advantage he has of ordi- 
nary ' Menin Knowledge, the Light of the 


Mind expoſes to-ſo many effe&ts of other 


Men's [mportunate Curioſity, as to turn his 
Prerogative into a Trouble : The light that 
ennobles him, tempts Inquifitive Men to 
keep him, as upon the like ſcore we do this 
Glow-worm, from fleeping : And his 
Conſpicuouſneſs is not more a Freind to his 
fame, than an Enemy to his quiet ; for Men 
allow ſach much Praiſe, but little Reſt: 

They attra@ the Eyes of others,but are not 
ſuffer'd to ſhut their own, and find, that by 


A very. diſadvantageous Bargain, they are 
Teduc'dfor that imaginarygood call'dFame, 
topay that real Bleſling Liberty. 


> And, 
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And, 2s though this Luminous Creature PÞ 


be himſelf impriſon'd is fo cloſe a Body as 
Glaſs, yet the Light that ennobles him, is 
not thereby reſtrain'd from diffuſing it ſelf: 
So there are certain Truths, that have in 
them ſo much of native Light or Evidence, 
that by the perſonal Diſtreſſes of the pro-« 
poſer, it cannot be hidden, or reſtrain'd z 
but io ſpight of Priſons, it ſhines freely, 
and procures the Teachers of it Admira- 


tion, ev'n when it cannot procure them Li- 
berty, 
REFLECTIONYV. 
Rs. Upon a Courts being put into Mourn- 
| ing. 
* por there The I. PART. * 
was a ſe- 
cond part mm = - _ —_ 
' of this Re- 


[0 0 ; Genorio, Euſcbius, Lindamor. 


. was to be 


ſent tothe Genr- of Ethinks, you look, Enſebims, 
iv: The as if the change that Blacks 


could not 
be found, , RY 
nor would the Preſſes hate, and the Anthors occaſions, allow him either 18 
ftay till it were found, or write a new one, 
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Lve made in this place, ſince Flaſt faw you | 
ere, tempts you to queſtion whether or no 
this be the Court, : 

| Lind. .Yet, I fear, Euſebins will ſcarce 
bubt, that you,and theſe other Gentlemen 
ge. Courtiers , whil'(t he ſees how much 
jou difſemble in perſonatiog ſadneſs - For 
though your Cloaths look mournfu), your 
faces do not, and-you talk to one another ' 
8uoconcern'dly, as when you wore lighter 
Colours; and your grief is ſoflight, that 
t has not an Ipfluence ſo much as upon 
your looks and words, which yet are things 
that Courtiers areſaid to be able to diſguiſe 
vithout an over-dithcult conſtraint. 

Gezor. But, | hope, Lindamor, ] need not 
labour to perſwade ſuch as you,that, when 
ve ſeem to mourn, withour doing it, we 
may be thought guilty of diſhmulation 
without being ſo - For what Duty is there 
that you and [ ſhould be really troubled: for 
the Death'of a Prince, whole Subjects we 
were not, Who never oblig'd us, and who 
perhaps did only keep the Power of doing 
Good, which himſelf never us'd, from a 
Succeſſor that had the will to employ it. 
| But you will demand, why then we put on. 
Black 3 To which, the Anſwer is eaſe, that 
| Cuſtom having eſtabliſh'd that Ceremony 
|] ia the Courts of Princes, in Amity wich. 
& 3 each 


q 


| 
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_ Each other, the Omiſſon would be look'd 
upon asan Affront, and be a Provocatioh, 
And therefore, the Blacks we' wear are riot: 


meant to expreſs. a Grief fat the Dead , 


but a Reſpect''to their - living Relations * 
And thus, this as heartleſs as ſolemn hey 
of Mourning, is not = on-by Hypocrifie,” 

ivility.' ' And in this' 
caſe, I would appeal to Evſebzns himſelf, 
bur that I perceive fome Object or other , | 


but by Prudence, or 


has everſince we began tg talk;engrofs'd is 
Attention, as well as ſeal'd up his Lips. * 
-Lind. Thavetaken notice of it, as well 


as you, Gerorio, and I confeſs, [ would give 


much to learn his Thoughts. 


 Enſeb, Tis odds then, 'Lindazor, that, 
you would over-purchaſe 'fo worthleſs 4 


Knowledge: Arid to ſatisfie your: Curi- 


olity, at an eahier rate, I will tell you, that 
I was obſerving, how a Gentleinan, who it 


ſeems, does not much frequent the Court, 
chancing to coine ih a Colour'd' ſuit; chat; 


but laſt Week, would have been thought x 
. fine one, was ſtar d at by all in the room, 
except your ſelves, whoſe Faces chanc'd 


to.be turn'd from him, like a Man of ano- 


ther Country, ( not to ſay of another 
World ) which the poor ' Gentleman at 
length perceiving, he ſooh grew ſo ſenſible 


wa It, that 1 In doen of the Richneſs and 
| Newnels 
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Om ofhis -Cloaths, with many Bluſhes 
; | tie flunk but of the Fourt, to' which he 
found Men's gazivg at him concliderÞ Hit 
to be a Stranger. P:! 
- :Lind. Bur this, Euſebins, is ontyhoial 
us, what you obſerv'd,not what Refletions 
you made upon itz and you know; that 
which 1 was inquiſitive after ,* * whF' ur 
Thoughts. '2 Aa) 
Euſeb. I will add they; Linden! -Arice 
you will have it ſo, that I was confi define, 
that there has been- no Law made bythe 
State to forbid any, much leſs Strangers, tb 
appear In this'Court in Colour'd Cloafhs': 
And thoſe, which the' Gentleman” Fivas 
ſpeaking of, had on, wereſuch, both-for 
Foeeks, 5nd faſhionableneſs, as would veri 
well become'a oreater Court, 3 16 wer 
not in Mourning. But gow the ogy et 
thoſe that have the Hoti6ur'to+ belong to 
him, or to frequent this place, have put 
themſelves intoBlacks ,to appearin a aridther, 
though in a finer Habity is to betray ones 
not belonging to the Court, nor uling to 
come toitz and among ſo many, that rhink 
they have a Right to give-Laws in'point of 
Cloaths, a Lac'd, or an Imbroider'd- ſuit; 
though laſt Week in requeſt,: would 'now - 
they havelaid them by, mike'a Mani look 
not ſo. much like a Courtier, as a Player. 
| Z 4 And 


\ . - (344) 
And this RefleGtion invited me to conſider 


farther, what a ſtxgoge Influence faſhions | 
ant what an happy change | 


haveonMankind, 
- might beeafily made in the World, ifthey 
who have itin their Power to introduce 
Cuſtoms, would, make it their Endeavour 
to introduce good ones. 

Ziad. TIamio much of your mind, Ex- 
ſebites, that T confeſs, I envy not Princes ſo 
much.for the Splendour and the Pleaſures 


F 


that they live in, for the Authority of 


railing Armies, nor perchance for the Hap- 
Pineſs of making them Victorious, as for 
_.the power of impoling and reforming. of 
Faſhions. AndIrthiok ita leſs improvable 
Prerogative, to be able to coyn, any Metal 
Into mony, or callit in at pleaſure, thanby 
the ſtamp of their Authority to introduce 
good Cuſtoms, and make them current. 
.. Genor, But,do not Princes enough, when 
they take care to make good Laws, and ſee 
them well executed? | 
Lizd, 1 will not diſpute, whether by 

That, they do all they ought, but ſure Iam, 
hey do not all they may: For humane 
at beivg made for the civil Peace of 
humane Societies , they are wont to be 
fram'd not for the making Men virtuous , 
bur the reſtraining them from being miſ- 
chtevous3 they conſiſt far moxe of Prohi; 
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r flitions than Commands, and -ev'n their, 


Trohibitions reach but to a little part of 
Jybat is ill; the Buſineſs of Laws being to 
rrovide, not agaipſt all Evils, .but thoſe. 


. 
wo 


roſſer_ ones, that are prejudicial to civil 
+ 5 ge So that there are a thouſand 
Rules of Reaſan , or Chriſtiavity, which 
States have not thought fit to turn into 
Laws: For Pride, . Enyy,  Coyetouſneſs, 
Gluttony,, Intemperance, Effeminateneſs, 
Oaths, Idleneſs, and I know not how many 
other Sins, contrary. to the Laws of Na- 


ture, and of Chriſt,-are fo, little provided 


2painſt by humage Sandtions, that, one may 


#6 bad Chelan, agd a bad Man, without 
cing a bad Citizens: There, being nothing 
more ea(je, nor { feax more uſual, than for 


Multitudes to ;paſs uncited befgre Man's 


* s - F wid +. SOL {Sf 2% 
{ Tribunal, to receive their Condemvation ar 


God's. But though a Prince,ca; ſcarce, as'@ 
Legiſ] itor, prevent, or ſupprels fiich Sins, 
yet, asa Pattern, he may do much towards 
t ; For by his Example, -hjs Opinions, bis 
Encouragements, and his Frowns, he may 
reform an hundred particular things, which 


” 
. 


the Laws do. not. (and, perhaps.cannot ) 


reach, His dectar'd& Eſteem of ſuch and 
uch Practices, .joyn'd with his particular, 
Actions ſuited it, and bis profeſt diſlike 
of thoſe Sinful or Diſhonourable —_— 

E 


(346) 
fe finds" the Kifeſt, bick'd with a. ſteddy 
4nd reſoture diſcounteriince of thoſe that 


do not decline chem, Will, in'a' ſhort rime; 


bring thoſe that are abote hit, to confottm 
their Ations and Behavioiir to what Men 
are fatizfi'd; he deſires, or likes. And thoſe 
whom dicir nearneſs to Him, or their Em- 
ents, make'the conſpicuous and ex: 
Em tary P Erſons, being thus model'd, their 
Kelrons pod Dependants* will quickly be 
Neg that whichis in requeſt at 
Jet ein on that very account look'd 
upon Patbioh. it W Wb y deprees be 
es by. all thoſe on” Whoa, the Court 
as Iofluence 3 'Fince, as we Juſt now faw.tn 
hs Iaſtatice” of * Euſchils's" awdy Geritle- 
mins, Meh, will be aſham'd to be unlike 
ole whole Cuftomis awd Dep ortinents 
paſs Pe the Standirds,”þ ea, which thrſſe 
Cher ul aero be mb -f 
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fs on $344 ab bf a Late firſt tux'd, and. 
. & oaks ppm | 


He. Jarrin; ſtrings made fo inples- 
RE, 2 ole whil'ſt the Inſtrument 


was tuning, that I | wonder not at the Story 
that 
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that goes of a Grand Signior, who being; 

mvited by a Chriſtian Embaſſadour+to: 
hear ſome of our Muſick, commanded the, 
Fidlers to be thruſt out of his Seraglio,upon; 
z miſ-apprehenſjon that they were playing, 
when they were but tuning, Butthisrare, 


Artiſt had no ſooner put an end da ſhort. 
t 


. 


exerciſe he gave our Patience, than he put; 
vs.to the Exerciſe of another, Virtue ;. For, 
his vimble apd {kilful Fingers make ove, af, 
the innocenteſt Pleaſures 'ofthe Senſes. to, 
be one of the greateſt, and.this, Charming, 
melody.Cfor_ which Orphews of Orion theme, 
ſaves might,envy him) dosnoto propetly; 
delight.as raviſh us; and render.it difficule- 
to moderate theT canſports of. our Paſſionss} 
but impoſſible <0-reſtrain-the praiſesthat; 
expreſs our_{anisfattion : So that..if thiss 
Muljcian, had , been-diſcourag'd by. the tn51 
pleaſant Sounds that were not to be'avoid= 
ed, whil'ſt he was putting his Lute in Tune, 
from proceeding in his work, he had been 
very much wanting to himſelf, and to fave a 
little pains, had loſt a great deal of Pleaſure 
and Applauſe. 
- Thus, when the faculties and paſſions of 
the Mind, either through a native unruli- 
neſs, or the remiſneſs of Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience are diſcompos'd, he that attempts 
to briog them into order, muſt expe&t to 
meet 


(348) 


meet at firſt but an uneafie Taſk, and find I 


the beginning of a Reformation more trou- 


bleſome,for the time,than the paſt diſorders 


were : But heis very little his own Friend, 
if he ſaffers theſe ſhort-liv'd difficulties to 
make him leave his Endeavours unproſe- 
cuted: For when once they have reduc'd 
the untun'd Faculties and Aﬀeions of the 
Soul to that paſs which Reaſon and Reli- 
gion would have them brought to,the tun'd 
of” compos'd Mind affords a fatisfaQion, 
whoſe greatneſs do's ev'n at preſent abun- 
dantly recompence the Trouble of procu- 
ring it, and which is yet but a przlude to 
that more raviſhing Melody, wherein the 
Soul (already. Harmonious within it ſelf ) 
ſhall hereafter bear a part, where the Harps 


of the Saints accompany the glad Voices 


that ſing the Song of the Lamb, and the 
Hallelujahs of the reft of the Celeſtial 


Quire, 
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REFLECTION VI. 


Upon beipg preſented with a rare Noſes ; 
| gay by a Gardener. E 


Lindamor, Euſebius. 


Lind, Ere is indeed a Preſent, for 

which I muſt ſtil] think my ſelf 
this fellow'sDebter,though hethinks I have 
over-paid him. 'Tis pity theſe Rarities 


| were not more ſutably addreſsd, and worn 


by ſome of Natures other Maſter-pieces, 
with whom they might exchange a graceful 


| Luſtre, and have the Ornament they confer 


reflected back upon them, But one that 
had never been a Lover, would perhaps 
fay, thatthat wiſh were more civil to the 
Flowers, than the Ladies, of whom there 
are few, which theſe ſoft paliſh'd Skins, and 
Orient Tin@ures, would not eafilier make 
Foils, than prove ſuch to them: For 
( not to name the Reſt) this Lovely fra- 
grant Roſe here, wears a Bluſh that needs 
not do (o, at any Colour the Spring it ſelf 
can, among(t all her Charming Rarities, 
ſhew. Yes, here are Flowers above the 
flattery of thoſe of Rhetorick ; and beſides, 
wo 


(350). 


two or three unmingled Liveries, whoſe 


fiogleColours are bright,and taking enough 


to excludethe wiſh of a diverſity ; here is a 
variety of Flowers, whoſe Dyes are fo 


dextrouſly blended, and fitly checquer'd, | 


that every fingle Flower is a variety, I 
envy not Arabia's Odours, whil'ſt that of 


this freſh Bluſher charms my ſenſe, and find 


my Noſe and Eyes ſo raviſhingly enter- 
tain'd here, that the Bee extracts leſs ſWweet- 
neſs out of Flowers; which were they but 
leſs frail, I fear would make me more ſo 
(than yet I am.. ) Surely this Gard'ner 
leads a bappy Life ! Heinherits nothing of 
Adam, but that Primitive profeſſion that 
imploy d and recompenc'd. his Innocence, 
and ſuch a Gay and priviledg'd Plot of his 
Eden, as ſeems exempted from the general 
Curſe, and inſtead of the Thorns and 
Thiſtles that are the unthankful Earths 
woented productions, brings him forth Lil- 
lies and Tulips, and gratefully crowns his 
Culture (for Toil I cannot think it } with 
chaplets of Flowers. 
_ Euſeb. 1 perceive, (Lindamor ) that you 
Judge of the Delightfulneſs of this Man's 
calling, onely by theſe Lovely and Fragrant 
praductions of it. And you ſee theſe curi- 
pus Flowers in their prime, without ſeeing 
y What practices, and degrees; they _ 
een 


- 
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, tull Advantages abroad, yet to bripg them 
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been brought from deſpicable ſeeds - to this 


perfeftion and luſtre; And perhaps. if you 
confider'd, that a Gardener myſt þe digging 
in the violent heats of the Summer, and 


I muſt. be afraid of .the bitter cold of the 


Winter, and muſt be. watchful againſt ſur- 
prifing froſts in the Spring, -and muſt not 


{ onely -prune , and water, and weed his 


Ground, but muſt, to obtain. theſe gawdy 


and odoriferousFlowers,ſubmit todeal with 


homely and ſtinking Dung 3 If (Lindamor,) 
you would takenotice of theſe and of ſome 


{ other Toils and. Hardſhips that- attend a 
Gardener's Trade,you would (I doubt.nor) 


coofeſs., that his ' Imployments.,. like bis 
buſhes, bring him Thorns as wellas Roſes. 
And now give meleave ( Lindawor) to 


tellyou, that this may be appli'd to the 
condition of -ſome ſtudious perſons ,. that 
you and I know. For when weheara Learn- 
ed or Eloquent Sermon , or read ſome. 


Bovk of Devotion, or perhaps ſome Occa- 
fional Diſcourſe handſomely written, we 
are apt to envy the Preacher or the. Wri- 


ter, for being able to ſay ſome things that 


inſtruct or pleaſe us: ſo much. Bur alas, 
( Lytdetmor ) though: we ſee not theſe Pro- 
ductions of the Brain till they.are. figiſh'd, 
and conſequently fitted to appear with their 


to 


REDS. 2, | 
to tthat þaſs,the Author may perhaps undet- 
go many a trouble that we dream not of. 
For. he- that has.to do with difficult or 
weighty Subjefts cannot preſent us a good 
Book, or a Fine Diſcourſe, with the ſame | 
eaſe that a'rich man can pteſent us a fire 
pair of Gloves, or-a fine Collation, 
which may be had at an hour's warning 
from the next Milleners or ConfeCioners. 
Forto be able to write one good Book on 
ſome Subjects, a man muſt have been at 
the trouble to read an hiindred: To grow 
_ capable togive a better rendring ofa Greek 
Text, he muſt perchance have perus'd 
Suidas,Stephanus, Heſychite, and I know not 
how many Lexicographers and Scholiaſts: 
To bequalifi'd to make a Tranſlation of an 
Hebrew Word br Phraſe, that ſhall 1lly- 
ſtrate 4 dark Text; or clear a Difficulty, or 
inore fitly agree with his notion, or accom- 
tmodation of a place in Scripture, a man 
mult have not onely like a School-Boy 
learn'd an Hebrew Grammar, ahd turn'l 
over Buxtorf's, Schindjer's, and other Di- 
Ctionaries, but ( which is worſe ) he muſt in 
many caſes harard his eyes and his patience | | 
in converfing with ſuch Jewiſh Writings, |. 
not oftiely as Elias bis Tiſþbi, and Kimch#s *'| 
 Michlol;, but to gain a little Rabbinical 
Learniog, and find ont ſome unobvious fg- 
nification 


| | J | . 4.4 .-m : - -%4 
tfcation of a'Wqra'or-Phraſe, "he muſt. 
wour the tediou 'and Folomlacrys ba- - 
oodies thar make vp the Talwtvd, Ty DI0Y, Fc 
if which he" can ſcarce learn an) thin 


Ihe Artof ſayingnotbing in 4 multir 7 


v6rds ; and ift others, which are not ſou 
= the moſt he will find” in T' know.nat. 
tp y dill pages, ( wtitren with”; AS - 
Wit" as' truth) will. -pertiaps' bean | 
pts of ſome 'wild' Opinion» or fo ge 
obſolere Cuſtom;or ſome ſy! tſtitious R ite A 
of-#generation'of” people, ; whoſe F; ncles 
1d Manners ſcarce an "thibþ makes yg. 
ol why Age ng after, but their baviog liv 
| fihce. "And even” when a Hrs 
| nklf to” write thoſe: 4niooch Coms+. 


gr, where Elo etice is Ec ofpi cugus, . 
ſeems ro * ibe- chiefly | o. "ot Au- 
th5rſeldom comes by tis Cohie itment ol 


weafie terms as the Readers come by theirs., 
For, tiot to merition, that fmeting Peri- 
ods that in a well printed Book look very, 
handſomely, and run very evenly, were not 
inthe written Copy without intetliniog and. 
Tranſcriptions. Thoſe that are 'Scholars 
themſelvescan hardly write without having 
ih ambition, or at leaſk a'care, to approve 


' their Diſcourſes to them that are ſo too. 
| And inthe judgmentof ſuch Peruſers,to be 


able'to write well, one maſt not onely have 
'A A {kill 
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FharsNatural parts may make. | ' 
POR I/wich It yet without, | * 
p.of Al Che wi carce wakejit.free, | 1 


av jr ih ma well Gockaomuh 
OM 3441s ; ul 1 EN. { | " y tas 
| Majces | taking paſſages of fige. 


Wt, lometimes ſyrvey, and 

brought yo roy Nature. & Art,, | 4 
which, axe .the, chicf, Were-houſes, where | © 
Na At es and; 'oaice of Similitudes ig.to, be, | 4 
ab 1m tho ealing; Oraqs. | 

ments' peg fi. (rations requir;d;noJefs, | 1 
pains than todeyiſet uſeful, Nations; As ons. | 4 
myſtſcarch the Dicches amooghBeparron, [* 
eel; I. + 
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_ ade otiely to” find 
kb, buvro'gither Pridh-voſes = Vio+: 
ONO c<t(CEindamor)tocondade; if 
wo oorlider the rrouble' thir_apploided 
Slures dooftentimes:colt their: Aus 
Tot ts, we'ſſkbutd berſenfible weowe: more 
th ror: thiak” wear 70 _ to 
whow we' gdod Boo then un- 
Wichey find: fome' Re iron 

\ [abburs, i the! ſatizfaQion of promotin 
I -of inf rhe ear Pleaſtire 
.[* choalelve in plvſ hers, Iſhobtd 
- I fce'ddubebititharſs oof CR ins 
ve chinkifo bappy, thay! ethics teovenge | 
nemxtroentst 
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R N FLÞOTION vid. 
" Upou F child that a7 fob the vrers | 


F'Remember Pp. 8. aid oute/0) 1juſtthe 
like Theme, diſcourſe rothe following 
Pur ep": i/ 

Im nutijerousRyes, that theſe 
Ohiv Lights attraQinfo clear a oipht ax'this, 
there aretior perhaps any/that'atemore de- 
Hghred wich them; than' this Child's ſeem 
tobe; © And thoſe Perfian&thar ador'd the 
Flop Nid, ceuld Fen charm'd' _ 
a 2 that 


436) 


that glorious Obje&,tbanthis Child is with 
theſe twinkling Lights, 'that-need his'ab4 
ſenceto became ſa much ag viſible. - But his 


isa pledſure, that isnotmore great than un- 


quiet; for it makes bim Querulous, and ute | 


ruly,and becauſehecannot byhisftruggling, 
and reaching forth-his little-hands, get poſ- 


Thus in 4 Stiirry "night ford Childien oy {fin of theſe ſhin: - 
* ' For the EF Ar tage adorn me -%.”: ing; Spangles., :that 


$:11:4GH 436 } > flint Wa look 0 fnely, their 
fires: produce water in his eyes, and-exies 
$n;his{ mouth, that are very little of kin to 
the;iMuſick; the Platoniſts fanci'd io the 
Spbereshe looks .at, . Whereas, thaugh my 
inclinations for Aſtronomy. make me ſo dir 
ligent a Gazer on the Stars, that in ſpight of 
my great Obnoxiouſneſs to the inclemency 
of theinocturoalcair., I:gladly ſpend the 
coldeſt hours of the night in contemplating 
them cap yet look upbn'thefe bright Or- 


naments of Heaven it' ſelf, witha mind as . 


are-fitteſt to obſerve them ins - ' / 
[ know divers men for whom Natur 

ſeetng to have cut. out-too miich- work, in 

giving them, 1n.an anconfinedly amorous 


calm;and ſerene, as thoſe very; pights that 


; Diſpoſition of mind, ſtrong Appetites for 


almoſt, all} the fair Objects, that ; preſent 
themſelves to:their {fight - Theſe amorous 
Perſons may be, I grant; very much. de- 


lighted 


A 


| highted when they firſt 2aze upon'#'Co 
Iftcllation of fair Ladies,” bur.che "Hear! 
commonly pays dear for thePleafure of t! 


Hot to be frequently, diſappointed, andate 


| G5) 


Eye, and the'*cager defies that” Bean 
treates, are'in ſych met excited tbo'oft 
ont to 'be arcompani'd' with fo maby' Jea- 


v ge + ' 


lonfjes, and fears, and repnlſes; and" difh- 
tulties, and Uangers, 'and* remorſes, and 
d&eſpairs, that the unhappy Lovers(if thoſe 
that Tove more*than one'cah theritthar Ti- 
tle Yds rather languiſh thanlive,if you will 
believe cithertheir own querulous 'words, 


ortheir pate arid melancholy looks, "which 


would make one think they were juſt en- 
tring' into the Grave, or' had been newly 
digged our of it. Whereas a perſon that 
has his Aﬀe@ions, and Senſes, at that cori- 
mand, which Reaſon and Religion require, 
and confer, can look upon the fame Objttts 
with pleas'd but not with dazl'd Eyes : He 
confiders theſe bright and curious Pro- 
ductions, as fair animated Statues of Na- 
tures framing,and contenting himſelf to ad- 
mire the workmanſhip, adores onely. the 
Divine Artificer, whoſe 'infioite amiable- 
neſfs'is but faintly ſhadow'd forth even by 
ſuch lovely Creatures. And therefore what 


| hasbeen ſaid of Miſtreſſes, may, be more 


juſtly applicable to all the other Objctts. 
A a 3. of 
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en'st9g ager Paſſiqns.. To 
iog.upon theſe curiouſe (eſt Prad 


\Nature , ſth. Ph "Pillar $.and 


emon t 


of 
1o 
.of 


KA ary Eye be 


br ht Objeds with hC, and yet with- 


gow them without trouble, and allow} 
uty to.contribute to his Delight, with- 


out beiog able to create him any Diſquietz 


though it afford him a leſs tranſporting Plea- 
fare. than it ſometimes do's the Amorikt, 
yet, all things Soper d, it may affordhim 


a greater Pleaſure, by heing more innocent, 


more wa adi Ih d more laſting 3 And 
a Difference betwixt the 


Contentwent of this calm admirer. of 


there may be 


Beauty,and that of a greedy and unconfin'd 
hears of his Heart to it, as there ip 

twixtthe waquiet Pleaſure that the fight 
of the Stars gives to this Child, and the 
rational Contentment it may afford roan 
Aſtrovower.. + 


be hot 
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Lincdamor, Euſebins, j 


| Lind. IF, nee this Cloſte flvamgely fine; 
Euſebivs ? _Here ks ſuch a ey 
of pretty Kt taking-Objes, that they 'do_ 
as. well diſtra&the £ye as delight it3 the - 
vbundance, thaebeice ah the Order, to as 
| well diſcloſethe fair Poſteſſors {kill, a4 Her 
wagnificence,: and ſhew at __ that the 
both has plenty, and deſerves it, by know- 
ing-{o well how toimake uſe of 'it. Thoſe 
thiogs that are here ſolitary, or fidgle, will 
ſcarce be elſewhere matched, and all the 
reſt are ſo pretty, andſo extellenei ja their | 
ſeveral Kinds;that the gumber of fine things 
that make up this curious Colle&ion, can- 
not hinder any of them from being a Ra- 
rity, And-ina word, the Embelliſhments, 
that adorn and ennoble this delightful x 
place, areſuch, that I believe the Potjeflor 
of them, as welcome asſhe is unto the beſt 
Companies, ſcarce. ever looks upon finer 
things, than ſhe can ſee in her Cloſet, un- 
lels when ſhe looks into her Glaſs, Bur, 
A a + | ace = 


Fn, (369) - 
me-thinks Exſebius, you hear and,view. all 


this with a filent ſeriouſneſs, which begins 
to makeEme fuſpet,: that what I thought _ 


might be an Effe& of your Wonder, may 
. , befgof: your Diſlike.. | + 1 © 

.. » Eyſeb. The ColleQtion Lindamor, is, 1 
confeſs, very curious io its Kind, and ſuch, 
as if the Miſtreſs of it were leſs handſome 


than ſhe is, might'give her as well Cauſe 


to be jealous of theſe fine things, as to be 
proud of them, ſince a Beauty, that were 
but ordinary,could not divert a SpeCtator's 


Eyes' from. Objeqs , whereof; many are 


not ſo. But,. Lindewor, I muſt freely tell 
| You,; that I like both the Lady, and the 


Cloſet, much -better than the Cuſtom * | 
ſuch fights as theſe are introducing 'among 


Ladies of furoifbiog ſuch Kind of Cloſets: 
I know that Youth may in certain caſes, 
excule ſome of the Impertinencies'tis wont 
to occaſion; Ayd it is not ſtrange to me, 
that Perſons of the fairer Sex, ſhould like; 
19 all things about them, that handſomneſs 
for which they find themſelves to be the 
moſt lik'd; Nor'wouldl forbid, ev'o ſuch 
of them, as are not of a very bigh Qua- 


Jity, to havea retiring place ſo neatly a- 


dorn'd, as may invite themto be alope,and 
with-draw tot, to read, or meditate, pro- 
vided thefe Ornaments be not fo coſtly, as 

| ” = 
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Chari (£36 0 0 diſtract 

torob rity, or dy;25 6 a 
| w Devotion the ould but ans, 
| ate. And incaſe e Circutnſtatces ſhould 
| | foiconſpire', 'as that Youth and Quality 
1 ſhould be attended by ſuch a plentiful For: 
tune, as that after all, that either Juſtice, 
| Prudence, or Decency carchallenge, there 
remains yet enough, both to - rehieve the 
| Poor, and purchaſe Rarities themſelves : 
| twill not beſo ſevere, asto condemn Per- 
ſons ſo ciroumſtane'd, nor fall: out' with 
thoſe that are able to Cos tuouſ- 
rof _ 


' much inferiour to that of tho; who will 
ponſider more what they fee done before 
their Eyes, than they will the diſparit i 
Circumſtances betwixt their own Con- 
dition, and that of thoſe they Amularte : 
| And the greater appearance of Ingeniouſ- 
neſs, as well as Innocence, there is inthe 
practice am diſapproving, the more 'dan- 
_ gerous i 15, and the more fit to be exa- 
| mined and deoritd, For as the old Serpent 
has variety of Wiles, ſo he fits them tothe 
various tempers of the Perſons he affays 
to work upon; and when he meets with 
Ladies virtuouſly diſpoſed, fince he cionve 
quite eradicate their inclinations tothe beft 
Ny” Part 


' (362) 
part of Religion, Charity, be will at lea 
| laſt and renderghem fruitleſs, and he juft- {| y 
ly thioks, he has-.reach'd no; fmall part;of Ii 
bis end, if though/he cannot pork them || 
todoill, Da leaſt hinder them froth 
dojng good.  Aod-this be bas; of late at» 
mpted but too prolperoully, by perſwa- 
H- i nk thoſe forthe v4 and 
examples of our Expences, that ma 
none. of the ſcore of Piety, have the acing 
left for their Vanitics and their Appetices, 
L which they gratifie atſuch high rates, that 
thoſe that think themſelves bound to imis Þ| 
tate them in thoſe Exceſles, that are miſþ | 
nam'd Gallantry, ſball have as lietle ability, | 
as the other have will, to apply any confide- 
rable part of _ Eſtates to thoſe Liſes, 
which chiefly God, granted them thoſe E- 
ſtates for 5 _ by that time, the Lady her 
ſelf, and the Houſe,and the Cloſet, are fo 
piſhed withall the Ornaments that Vanity 
and Emulation call for, there is nothing left 
for Charity to diſpoſe of, nay, perhaps not 
for Juſtice; the mari being oftentimes 
for Jul back empty ay well as the Beggar, 
if not alſo made a Beggar-by ruinous de- 
£ lays. Andgreater fortunes, than moſt La- 
1 dies have, may be exhauſted, by gratifying 
& f ſuch ao ambition, as. that 'of a o loſer, to | 
; whoſe Coltlineſs gothing can put limits, till 
Diſcretion; 
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tio fo; Gybom (cif 
ce of Vanity, 

» hangs ei boyhe 
to enJ 


; reel Me-rbtoke Epſebine, you areſame- 
car forward toaccule thoſe fairCreatures, 
that though they ſhould want Us wat 
would > ae Advocates 3 and JORLAre 
fap good a Caſuilt co ignore, that they are 
wont to aledge, that the Bravery LT 
{ {vere to,.is no. where: exprely prohibited 
1the Sonpeje, and this unforbiddenneſs 
+they chipk ſufficient. to evince, -that the 
| $kwprucyſneſs you ſo condemn, is not ab- 
. folutely, and in its own pature, Sinful. 
cy I can readily believe, that Liz- 
ferro has. Wit and Amarouſgeſs enough 
to-make him find jt more caſe to defend 
oh Ladies, than to defend hioſclf againſt 
them: And I know, tis Gid, that theſ$ 
ſumptuous Cloſets, and other Vapities, are 
1 notfimply unlawful io their own; Nature 5 
' but 1 koow x90, that divers things, not in | 
cone own Nature unlawful, may be made 
ſo by circumſtances, and if ſo, thenl fear, 
That that can be na other than ill; which 
makes a Man needlefaly diſable hiuſclf to 
do gaod,, The Apolſile, that diſcounte- 
nanc'd Woman's wearing of Gold, or pre- 
gious things upon their Bodies, would ure 
ave 


74s Cotto 


/ 
"2. 
hive oppoſed thy! 
Ornametits vpot'their Walls { Theſe can; 
_ not pray for us, but the poor and diſtreſſed; 
they keep us from. relieyin Bis, eithe? 


ſicceffully pray to God for ts, or cry to 
himap: fl 'us.” The Scripture that rex 4p 
ſetits Dives in Hell, without ſaying that" 

oppreſſed or defrauded any, gives no othiet 


account of his Dootn, than that1living "+ 
E 


17 
= 


| high'rare, and going richly dref'd, heneg- 
te&edto relieve the ſtarving poor. A ﬀew 


ſuch'Cloſets as this Ladies, might be ef Li 


enlarged, -and contrived into an Hoſpita 


J 
 Aﬀrhall part of theſe Superflaities wotild. 
relieve theneceſlities of many Families,and 


a liberal Heart might purchaſe Heaven at 
3n caſfier'rate, than the furniture of this 
Cloſer coſt the Owner of it. ' Nor is this 
mpg ſo unallied to a fault, as to ſcape 
| A puniſhment even in this World ; theſe 

Courtiers of Applauſe being oftentimes re- 

duced to live'in want, even the midſt of 
a'plentiful Fortune; theſe coſtly trifles (o 
. engroſſing all that they can ſpare, that they 
malt ſometimes deny themſelves things 
convenient, and 'perhaps almoſt neceſlary, 
to flaunt it out with thoſe that 'are neither 
the onenor the other,and beivg frequently 
enough fain to tmmolate their own 1nclina- 


fions and deſires, though perchance wow 


: - ant 


tir having more ſurptuots 


4 p4 innocent, to their Vavity. And thoſe 


that have once found the happineſs there is 
io waking” others; happy, willtbiok their 
Treaſurebetter beſtowed in feeding hungry 
Mouths, than:idle Eyes; The coſtly. Pra- 
dice I am yet cenſuring,.does not onely 
offend Charity,but ſtarve it,by ſubſtraQing 
from it that which ſhould feed it; and en- 
able itto aGt like it ſelf. And for my part, 
Lhiok, be that deviſes, and by his Exawple 
- | briogs Creditro, a new Expenſiveway of 
S oaths ,does; xeally , deiroy; mare ;Poog, 
_ | thao if he aſurged an Alwsrhouſe, or.ruined 
an Hoſpital. ; And. by thg ill Prefident; he 
- | leaves, he takes the way tq2e;uncharitable, 
even after Deatb,,and., {g do;harm, [when 
Miſers: and Utarers, themſelves. are pat 
| (by: their. Legacies) ;to do; ſome. goad, 
| To conclude, tis no very Ghriltian praftice 
to diſobey.the Dictates,ofiPiery,, without 
baving ſo wuch:to plead for ſo doing, as4he 
pretence, of following the Dictates of Cu+ 
ſfiom : And.'tis a great, deal better to-be 
without a gay. Cloſet, than to, be withour 
Charicy, which lovelicſt, of Chriſtian vir- 
tues, ſhe muſt ſure very much want, that 
will needleſsly begin a pew. Example: to 
give a bad one. FO: of 20S 
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| Baſe. Linde." 


engl >" [ee hee'fty rufely-eieorehn'd, 
i64har Cirettiftgbe&wete nor neceſfary'ed 
he JoftruRtions of thy- eflage; | ſGthe 
Bivds: you Rhbw, Lindemor, we uſually be- 
GH: "and others ate'getiera) 
y approprizced Bairs, afd'by it 
tte = pes 
) of ttiore_ ſprightly; ard 
L ithe- 1 ever. a” $ 
RN. Perfilaty;/ and- the: Sub 


| me 


miakesnor 2clonslkſs Viſit ts otr Horizor, - 
gtitefi}' Creatiite gives puta” 


which" chat 
welcome to; both by Notes! -whieh £4ootill 


he hear them, he would think worthy of 


Hit, and by a flight as aſpiring as if the 
encant 


21 ls | 


Ew a Pp at or were into 
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+ Bit the aſpiring Park | 


[ pu 
quot be ſhould waoche end iewhtd; 
; aſpicyous: is: this ey  fondoeſs 
# {Lights that Fowlets have devisdia way 
her by.it, and pervert it 'to/ her 
Kuine: For placing broken Looking:glaſſes 
pon amoveable Frame betwixt their Nets, 
heunwary Bird, while'ſho is upon: 
W (0 glittering Light: the Glaſs: and' 
Iſporting-her: _ in _ Beams, ns doe. 
Jrive-a pew: Glory frotnitheir very beivg 
F bio ken, Hobdleſsly gives: ;mto the- Reach of 
Ped prizing\Nets, which ſudden cover. 
Ft þ and-wotncls! the” it: foIf- os - 
from, ſeainge( FheDev Hilkeotlih' 
|  Lindemor; and: you; of I; ' had pe 
ſemb]:a'; the-unhappy - Karl, if fo 
Providence diginotbottrgraciouſly,and 
ſanably; interpoſe, andoevin wher 7e-were- 
comencarchough to:have beencoverfdby 
the — from-chem + Eoviches 
_ | ever: t ; Serpene's Policy; : and 
Pradticez/to take: the 6xaCteſt meaſtire of 
' ourindinations, that he et bags 
his: Tempratioos to themys well 
| that thatDexterity gains him aDevitwit 
] 3: tharcondpires 7 is thin withour us; to 
3 cake vlſons voſt Truck which res 
+ ts gs 'themijetves 
48 FUINQNS. ps gs £ erfind' 
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be wropght opon by-common Temptations; 


to:forget the Practice of Rel! gion, that you 
bone Unconcern'daefs ,cnough'not to by: 
mueh diſtracted with the empty and trifling 
Chafi;.,Youth 1s! wont. to-be canght with, 
( whieh,perhaps. ſeldome- eniploy- any” of 


your Thoughts ſa{mnnick as.thoſe of Scorn;!: 


and Pity .)that the-very Gaia:and folider 

Goods..of this: World ( for. which many. 
thought,wiſe Metsloſe thoſe of the next) 
cannot, make/you fo greedy, nor fo fond of! 
them, ae he deſires. If, 1 ſay; the ' Devil: 


have ſuiti ciegtly obſerv d how 'uneafie iv! 
were to. jntice you-with comrtjott-Baits, he. 
will alter his Method (trait, and-attempe eo 
catch:you with Light. He knowsas well as 
I dogthat. you- have a/Curioſitg, or rather a 


Gr eedineſs. of Knowledge, that is iwpatient- 
of, .confind by .any other Limits than 


thoſe of Knowledge: it ſelf; and accord-: 


iog/n, 216 , ſeldome, or-perhaps never diſturbing 


rightniog. you, -hewilt let you freely + 
Gn ouriſelf about the/glittering licelle- 
| your Men call Philofophy , and 


Wer you not onely.:to gaze upot all ts. 


Ctual 
ſul 
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you muſt confeſs, That he had made you 
Þ ſhare your Time, that you ſh6uld ſcaree 
| Fhave left your ſelf, any for Heavenly 
Themes , and the Meditation of Death, 
 I(which conſequently might have then ſur- 
:; I pris'd you, had it invaded. you ) if Provi- 
dence had not mercifully ſnatch'd you out 
from between the Nets you were allur'd 
» to before you were quite involv'd in them 5 
and by Sickneſs, or elſe, by Means (in 


{ [other caſes ſo unlikely, as outward Di- 


{I fractions, call'd your Thoughts home by 


driving them away from thoſe enchanting. 


Studies, whoſe Light might much likeliecr 

have betrai'd you into the Net, than have 

ſhewn it you. , Tr 
Lind, Though 1 am not ſurpris'd to hear 


Exſebizs, yet | am glad to hear 4 Scholar 


talk at this rate, and believe with you, that 
many a one that was neither Crow, nor 
Wood-cock, has periſh'd in. this Snare 3 
and we have known but too many great 
Scholars, ſo intirely raken up with writing; 
ind reading of Books, with learning this 


Science, and with teaching. that, that by ' 


fertiog themſelves ſuch. Taſks, as. requir'd 
and 1mploi'd the whole Man, Death has 


undiſcernedly ſtolVa upon them, and una-. 


wares intruded- into their Studies, where 
their reſttefs Ambition to inrich the Mind 


B b Hever. 


__ (370) | 
neverleft them the leiſure to prepare it, to 
leave the Body, but either made them ſur- 
pris'd Inſtances of that ſad ( but true) 
| Obſervation 'of Seneca , Pleroſque in ipſo 
Vite apparatu Vite deſtituit, or elſe made 
their Condition like that of Archimedes, 
who was ſo bufie in tracing his Circles, that 
| he took no notice of that victorious Enemy 
thit came to diſpatch him. 
. Ewſeb. 1 allow, that 'tis the Innocence, 
as well as Pleaſure of Knowledge, that 
deceives thoſe Learned Men ; but they, as 
well as others, muſt remember, that ev'a 
the wholſomeſt Meats may be ſurfeited on, 
and there is nothing more unhealthy, than 
to feed very well,and do bur very little Ex- 
erciſe, AndI take it to be as true of the In- 
telleCtual, as the Material World, that z# 
profits not a Man if be gain the whole World 
and. loſe his own Soul. Whatſoever there- 
fore Philoſophers do tell us, of a wile 
Man, that heis no where baniſh'd, becauſe 
he is a Citizen of the World; I muſt think 
a Chriſtian every where an Exile, becauſe 
hes a Citizen of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, 
apd but a Stranger and a Sojourner here, It 
was not abſolutely in the capacity of the 
Father of Lies, that the Devil boaſted, that 
the Earth was his Dominion 3 for, as our 
Saviour himſelf til'd him, The Prince of this 
$7 World, 
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world, find, that he has all thiogs here fo 
much at his Devotion, that there is no place 
that he cannot lay an Ambuſh in, ſince he 
can pervert ev'n Light it ſelf, to hide his 
Snares. Let us, therefore, hereafter endeas 
your ſtill ro ſtand upon our Guard, as re- 
membring our ſelves to be in an Enemy s 
Country, where Diſtruft is the onely Mo-. 
| ther of ſafety; and fince Providence has 
ſo graciouſly preſented us a Leſſon, our 
Books weuld not have taught us, againſt 
ſuch a fondneſs of them, as 1s injurious to 
Piety, and dangerous tothe Soul ; Let us 
juſtifie, better than this filly Lark has done, 
that ſaying of Solomon , Surely in vain the 
Net 3s ſpred in the ſight of any Bird.. Let 
not Philoſophy any more take up our Lite 
ſo, as not to leave us leiſure to prepare for| 
Death,and ſtudy a Science which ſhall moſt 
benefit us in another World, and which a- 
lone will do fo there : No, we may viſe 
Athens, but we ſhould dwell at Jeruſalem; 
' we may take ſome turns on Parnaſſus, but 
ſhould more frequent Mount Calvary, and 
muſt never ſo buſie our ſelves about thoſe 
many things,as to forget that Unum Neceſſa- 
part which ſhall not be taken 


rium, that good 
away from us. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


The Laſt SECTION. 


OO — 


RzrincTtion I. 


Seeing a Child picking the Plums ont of a piece 
of Cake his Mother had given him for his 


| Breakfaſt. 


2 Enſebins, Lind imor. 


much one in his 
humour , that 
deſpiſing meer 
Bread, though 
never ſonouriſh- 

WAY <& ing and whole- 
forme, bis Mother i is fain to diigniſe the Ma- 
- terials of it into Cake, out of a belief that 


the todehiome, would make the nutritive 
part 
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"part goſimoothly down. - But this 1ickeriſh 
- Chit, I ſee, defeats her plor, and knows al- . 


ready how to nibble off the bait from the 
hook, and caſting by the Meat, make his 
whole Meal of what was meant onely for 
Sauce, to give a Relliſhto what he rejects 


- for jt. This puts me in mind of the nawel- 


come fate thoſe Papers of mine, that treat 
of Devotion, have mer with : For when l 


firſt was ſo unacquainted with the world, as 


toexpeCt that Piety and Vertye were able, 
by their native charms, fo much to endear 
my dreſs, as to win themſelves adorers 
in a plain, or even a ſevere one I ventur'd 
ſome,ofthem abroad, thongh not in Print, 
yet among my Acquaintance, in a careleſs 


Matron-like habit, in which | foon found 
| They almoſt frighted moſt of thoſe I had de- 
fign'd them to work the quite contrary ef- - 


fects on. But when my Acquaintedneſs with 
the Genius of the Age had ſadly taught me, 
that | was to alter my Method, that the 
Eloquence of Vertues Sermons was that 
which malt attract an Auditory,and engage 
Attention to them; and{thit thoſe orders of 
hers, in which ſhe employ'd not Rherorick. 


for her Secretary, could not be fo much as 


liſten'd to, much leſs obey'd, I endeavour'd 


_ toclnath Vertue, though not 1n a gawdy,in 


a Faſhionable Habit, and deveſting her/not 
Bb3 | on 
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onely of her Sack-cloth , but her Blacks, 


_ I ſaw ſhe appear'd in them with 


Diſadvantage, I endeavour'd to give her 
as much of the modern Ornaments of a fine 
Lady, as Icould without danger of being 
accus'd to have dreſfs'd her like a Curtizan. 
This Attempt having not prov'd ſo unſuc- 
ceſsful, but that many were pleas'd to aſ- 
ſure me, I had not been unlucky in it, [ 
ſpent ſometime inthe ſelf-denying Exer- 
ciſe of minding Words, and improving a 
Style, [ bop'd to be able to improve to Vir- 
| tue's ſervice, and ſubduing my l[nclinations 
to be fit to Teach, as I had doneto Learn, 
her Preceptsz I ſame times, for her ſake, 
tri'd my Penin a ſmoother, and more flo- 
rid ſtyle, than that which the oature of the 
Studies I was moſt addicted to, made the 
'moſt familiar to me, flattering my ſelf with 
a Belief, that ſince my Writiogs had uſually 
the good fortune not to be il] approv'd, [ 
might ſo happily mingle and interweave 
InſtruQtions with-Delight, as to neceſſitate 
my Readers to ſwallow both together, orat 
leaſt bribe them, by the latter, to entertain 
the former. 

Lind. You haye better luck, as well as 
better ſkill, than many others, if you findit 


not often to fare with the Fiſhers of Men as 


It did with thoſe other Fiſhers, that firſt 
| were 
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were honoured with that glorious Title, 
when they complained to our Saviour, that 


I've have toiled all the night, and have takenuke 5. 5. 


wthing. Forl ſee that men aregrown witty 


| :nough to elude what they cannot deſpiſe, 


and reſemble the deaf Adder that ſtops hex 
ſpiritual ears from barkening. to the voice 
of Charmers, be the Charmer never ſo cun- 
ning. And the beſt Reception that the 
moving'ſt Eloquence, that pleads for Piety 
can obtain of them,is but ſuch as may ſerve 
to make that applicable to the Preacher, 
which God once ſaid to a, Prophet, Zo 
thou art unto them as a very lovely ſong of one 
that hath a pleaſant woice, and can play wel 
won ar Inſtrument ; For they hear thy words, 
but they do ther not. But the beſt is,that-you 
ſerve a Maſter, that is as inclinable to re- 
ward, as able to diſcern, Intentions, and 
does not make his Eſtimates by Events, but 
judges of our Performances,-not by the Ef- 
fetts they produce, but the AﬀeGtions they 
flow'd from, and the ends they aim'd at. 
Euſeb. The Diſciple is not above his Aa- 


| fter, nor the Servant above his Lord, And 


therefore, Lindamor, as I dare not repine 


| at the unſucceſsfulneſs of my Endeavours, 


ſo I dare think, that whilſt it proceeds bur 


fromthe Obſtinacy of others, 'tis not likely 


to be imputed to me by Him that com- 
B b 4 plain'd 
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lafn'd Himſelf, That all the day long be had 


retch'd forth his bands to an unperſuadable | 
and gain-ſaying people. Otherwile,l Fontels, 


I ſhoald not have much cauſe to be ſatisfi'd 


with theReturn that all myIodeavours have 


hitherto brought me home. Forl fee that 
men'can read a Book of Devotion as un- 
concern'dly as they do a Romance or a 


Play,in both of them culling out onely what 


they call Wit, and making no better uſe of 
It thaneither to exerciſe or improve their 
own. They hear the moſt pathetick Ser- 
m0ns, not as Chriſtians but Oratours, and 
if in "fuch Diſcourſes they have been lo juſt 
as to praiſe the Rhetorick, they think they 
may well be ex-us'd if they over-look the 
Divinity;la ſhort,nothing but what gratifies 
their Fancy can leaveany Impreſſions on 
their Memory, and that it (elf, if it. tend to 
reform them, makes none on their Afﬀe- 
tions. And ſome whoſe happier Pens al- 
Jow them to do it far more juſtly than[ can, 
do complain, T hat if a devour Book have 
not good ſtare of witty paſſages, they will 
not mind it at all, andif it have, they will 
mind nothing elſe. 


So that, Lindamor, 1 ſhould ſometimes | 


be diſconrag'd from proſecuting Endea- 
vours, which, though they yow and then 
fucceed, 'are oft-rimes ſo upproſperous, If 

[ 
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| ] did not thiok, with you, that they who la- - 
| bour to win Souls to God,are ſet on work by 
| him, that having no need of our Perfor- 


mances, ſeeks in our ſervices but the op- 


| portunities of exerciſing his own Goodnefſs, 


—_ — 
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REFLECTION II: 


Upon the ſight of Sweet-meats, very artificially 
connterfeited in Wax. 9 


bt HE ſhape and colours of the beſt 


Sweet-meats of theſe kinds, are here 
ſo luckily repreſented by a ſkilful Hand, 
that Art ſeems to have defign'd rather to ri- 


' val Nature.than barely to imitate Her,and 


a Lover of Junkets that approaches not too 
near to theſe, muſt have much quickneſFof 
fight, or bur little of appetite, it ſuch in- 


'viring Objects do not tempt him both to 


miſtake and to defire them. . But,though at 
this diſtance theſe alluring Sweet-meats ap- 
pear very pleaſing z yetit one ſhould be fo 
unadvisd as to endeavour to eat them, 1n- 
ſtead of enjoying them more fully by = 
taſte than he did by the fight , he woul 
both ſpoil and disfigure them, and perhaps 
be ſo near choaking himſelf, that he would 
more earneſtly with them out of his 
mouth, 
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mouth, than ever he wiſh'd them init, 
There are ſome pleaſures and conditions I: 
too in the world, which make ſo fine a |} 
ſhew at a diſtance, that in thoſe that gaze at 
them aloofoff, they frequently beget envy 
 atthem, and wiſhes for them 3 and yet he 
that calmly beholds them takes the beſt 
way of enjoying them 3 ſince that which 
whilſt *tis but aim'd at, is expeRted to be f'o 
yery ſatisfaftory upon a nearer and fuller Ju 
fryition, would be fo far from proving fo, Ie 
and would fo little be as ſweet to the palate | ye 
as ſpecious tothe eye, that it would not one- | c: 
ly ceaſe to afford them any delight, but 
would make them wiſh they had let thoſe It 
deluding Sweets alone, and would make at- ' 
taintnents more uneaſie and troubleſome | 1 
_ thaneven defire was, 
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REFLECTION III. 
Upon the eating of Oyſters. | 


- Engeui#s, Lindamor. | 
Zug. WW Hilſt every body elſe is com- 
mending theſe Oylters, either 

with his Tongue or with his Teeth, ſothat 

one of the Company ſticks not to ſay, that | 

Lb, they 


. 
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Hey areas much worth as if they contain'd 
s ſich of them a Pearl, you onely ſeem as une 
woncern'd a S eftator, as if you thoughe 
t ſhheir proper ak like that of Flowers, were, 
7 Jnther to be looked on than to be eaten. 
Lind. 1 confeſs, Eugenins, that I found 
t Joy ſelf more inclinable to refle& on what 
t fyou aredoing,-than to keep you Company 
10 it, and whilſt I ſaw ſuch perſons ſo guſt- 
fully ſwallow theſe extoll'd Fiſhes, the f 1ght 
led me to take more notice than perhaps 
you have done of the ſtrange powerof Edu» 
cation and Cuſtom, 
 Exg, And what, Ipray you, has Cuſtom 
{| todo with Qy ſters? 
1 Lind, You will ſoon know that, ' if I tell 
{ you,that I was confiderivg, onthis 0 cafi 10D, 
how forward we are to think other Nations 
abſurd or barbarous for ſuch practices, that 
either the ſame, or little better, may be 
. found unſcrupled.: at among our ſelves ; 3 and 
I acknowledge it to be one of the chief ad- 
vantagesI account my ſelf to have obtain'd 
| by my Travels, that as I do not eafily ad- 
mire, fo I am not forward to deride, the 
Practice of any People for being New, and 
am not apt to think, their Cuſtoms muſt be 
therefore worſe than ours > becauſe they 
widely differ from them. 


I could give you ſtore of Inſtances to jus. 
{tifie 


. 


4 


TORE. - 
Cife this impartiality, but becauſe the cir- 


cumſtances of eating and drinking are thoſe 
which make men, with the greateſt con- 
fidence , term other Nations Brutiſh and 
Barbarous, 1 will confine my ſelf to ſome 
Examples of that nature. 

We imputeit for a barbarous cuſtom to 
many Nations of the Indians, that like 
Beaſts they eat raw Fleſh. And pray' how 
much 1s that worſe than our eating raw 
Fiſh, as we do in eating theſe Oyſters ? 
Nor is this a practice of the rude Vulgar 
onely, butof the politeſt and niceſt perſons 
among us, ſuch as Phyſicians, Divines, and 
even Ladies. And our way of cating ſeems 
much more barbarous than theirs, ſince 
they aft wont to kill before they eat, but 
we ſ{cruple not to devour Oyſters alive,and 
kill them not with our Hands or- Teeth, 
but with our Stomachs, where -( for onght 
we know they begin to be digeſted be- 
fore they makean endof dying. Nay fome- 
times when we dip them in Vinegar, we 
may, for ſauce to one bit, devour alive a 
ſchole of little Animals, which, whether 
they be Fiſhes or Worms, I am not ſo ſure, 


aSI am,that I have, by the help of convenient 


Glaſles,ſeen great numbers of them (wim- 
ming up and down in leſs than a Sawcer 
full of Vinegar. 

| . We 
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1 We deteſt and deſpiſe ſome other Na= 
| tions, for feeding upon Caterpillars, Graſs- 
J hoppers, and other InſeAs ; and others , 
| for feeding upon Carrion, and ſtinkin 
| food. | 

And do.not many ofus do as bad, when 
wenot onely eat, but extoll, rotten Cheeſe, 
J whoſe Livid Colour ſufficiently betrays its 
PutrefaRtion , and whoſe odious ſmell of- 
fends moſt mens Noſes, and turns*ſome 
1 mens Stomachs £ Nay, when this Cheeſe is 

grown to that . high degree of rottenneſs 
{ that our critical palats like it beſt in, we 
| then. devour whole hundreds of Mites , 
| which are really crawling Inſefts, bred out 
5 of Putrefaction, and theſe too are ſo nume- 
| rousand little, that ourgreedineſs makes us 
| ſwallow many of them alive. 
1 Among the Savageſt Barbarians we 
| count the Cannabals, and as for thoſe 
| among them that kill men to eat them, their 
inbumane cruelty cannot be too much de- 
telted 5 but to count them ſo barbarous 
| meer]y upon the ſcore of feeding on man's 
fleſh and bloud, is to forget that woman's 
milk, by which alone we feed our ſucking 
Children, is, according to the received 
Opinion, but blanched Bloud ; and that 
Mummy is one of the ufual Medicines 
commended and given by our TO__ 
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for falls and bruiſes, and in other caſes too: 
And if we plead that we uſe not Mummy 
for food, but Phylick, the Indians may ea- 
fily anſwer, that by our way of uſing man's 
fleſh, we do oftentimes but protract fick- 
neſs and pain, whereas they.by theirs 
maintain their Health and vigour. And there 
1s no reaſon why it ſhould be allowable to 
eat Broth, for inſtance in a Conſumption , 
and be condemnable tofeed upon it to miin- 
tain health, 

_ Bur laſtly, as the higheſt degree of Bru- 
tiſhneſs, our Travellers mention the pra- 
Ctice of the Soldanians at rhe Cape of Good 
Hope, who not only eat raw meat, but, if 
they be hungry, eat the guts and all oftheir 
Cattle, with the Dung in them. I will not 
anſwer, that I know ſeveral among us,( and 
perhaps ſome fair Ladies too ) that to pre- 
vent theScurvy and the Gout, drink their 
own or Boy's Ulrinz : nor that women 
themſelves do oftentimes take Parmacitty 
inwardly, though the Latine name (Sperm 


Cetz ) ſufhciently declare what excretion of | 


a Whaleit is( though perhaps miſtakenly ) 
believed to be : nor yet that under the name 
of Album Gr&cum, Dogs dung is commonly 
given to Patients of all forts and qualities 
againſt ſore Throats : nor will I mention, 
that in HoZarnd 'tis uſual, as I have ſeen my 


ſelf, 


73 
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Jſelf, to mingle Sheep's dung with their 
{Cheeſes, onely to give them a colour and 
1a reliſh : But I will rather demand, how 
Jmuch leſs we do our ſelves, than what we 
| zbominate in thoſe Savages, when we de- 
your Oyſters whole, guts, excrements, and 
Jall; nay, when not for Phyfick, but only for 
]Delicacies, our Courtiers and Ladies 
| themſelves are wont to make fſawce' for the 
] bodies of Lobſters of that green ſtuff, which 
| is indeed their Duog : and to theſe I could 
add other Examples, ifI were not afraid to 
divert you too long from ſo much pleaſure 
] asthe Company ſeems to take in eating raw 
! Fiſh. 
Eyg, You put me in mind of a fancy of 
1 your Friend Mr. Boyle, who was ſaying,thar 
he had thoughts of making a ſhort Roman- 
tick ſtory, where the Scene ſhould be laid 
in ſome [{]Jand of the Southern Ocean, go- 
vern'd by ſome ſuch rational Law# and 
Cuſtoms as thoſe of Utopia or the New At- 
lantis, andin this Country he would intro- 
duce an Obſerving Native, that upon his re- 
turn home from his Travels made in Exrope, 
ſhould give an account of our Countries 


and manners, under feign'd Names, and 


frequently intimate in his Relations, (or in 
his Anſwers to Queſtions that ſhould be 
made him } the reafons of his wondring to 


find. 


_ 
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fied our Cuſtoms ſo extravagant and dif- | 
fering from thoſe of his Country, For your | 
Friend imagin'd, that by ſuch a way of pro- } 


pony many of our practices, we ſhould 
our ſelves be brought unawares to con- 
dethn, or perhaps laugh at them, and ſhould 
at leaſt ceaſe to wonder to find other Na- 
tions think therh as extravagant, as we 
think the manners of the Dutch and 8pa- 
aiards, as they are repreſented in our Tra- 
yellters Books. . 
Lind. I diſlike not the ptoje&, and wiſh 
it were profecutedby ſome Body, that be- 
ing impartial were more a friend to Fables. 
For when [I conſider, that the name of Bar- 
. barian was given by the two Nobleſt Peo- 
ples of the Earth, the Greeks and Romans, 
not onely to all the reſt ofthe World, bur 
to one another, though both thoſe Nations 
were bighly civiliz'd, and the courtly Per- 


1485, and other voluptuous 4ſiaticks, were. * 


perhaps no leſs ſo than they 3 1 doubt thet 


moſt Nations in ſtileing on anothers Man-" 


ners extravagant and abjurd, are guided 
more by Education and Partiality than Rea- 
fon, and that we laugh at many Cuſtoms of 
Strangers onely becauſe we never were 


bred to them, and prize many of our own 


onely becauſe we never conſider'd them. 
And we may well believe that Cuſtom has 
much 


— 4 
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{| much a larger Empire than men leem tobe 
] aware of, fince'whole Nations ate wholly 
| Twai'd by it, that do not reckon themfelyes 
| among its Subje&s, tor ſo Muci as dream 
that they are (o. *W | 


OY P —— 
"7 . 


REFLECTION IV. . . 
I Upon 4 Lanthorn and Candle carr; d by, FR 2 
: windy night. 


A S there are few Controverſies more 
{A important, fo there are tot many, 
that have been more curiouſly and warmly 
| diſputed, than the. Queſtion, Whether a 
publick or aprivatelite be preferrable ? Bur 
perhaps this may be much of the nature gf 
| ite other Queſtion, Whether.s fnarrid 
life ora fiogte ought rather td Ye Licker 
that being beſt determinable by the Cir- 
cumſtances of particular cafes. For though 
indefinitely ſpeaking, one off the two-may 
have advantayes above the other, yet they. 
are not ſo great, but that ſpecial Circum- 
ſtances may make either of them the more 
eligible to particular perſons. They that 
find themſelves furniſh'd with Abilities ro 
ſerve their Generation in a publick capa- 
city, and Vertue great enough to reſiſt the 
S Temptations, 


x 
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Temptations, to which ſuch a condition is 
uſually expos'd, may port, onely be allow'd 
to embrace ſuch an Employment , but. 
oblig'd toſcek it. But he whoſe parts are 
too mean to qualifie him to govern others, 
and perhaps to enable hin) to govern him- 
felf, or manage his own private "Concetns , 
or whoſe Gracesare fo weak, that *cis leſs 
to his Vertues or to his ability of reſiſting , 
than to his care of ſhunting the occafions-of 
fin, that he owes his efcapiug the Guilt cf it, 
bad better deny himſfe}t ſome opportunities 
of doing Good, than expoic himſelf to pro- 
bable Temptations. For there is iuch a kind 
of difference hetwixt Vertue ſhaded by a 
private,and ſhining fort 1.3o a publick life, as 
there is betwixt a Candle carri'd aloftinthe 
.open air,and incloſed in aLanthorn; inthe 
former placeit gives more light, but jv. the 
Aatter*cis jp ef dapger to beblown out. 


5 
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REFLECTION V. 


| Upon the firſt Audience of the Ruſſian Extra- 
ordinary Embaſſadonr,at which he made 
his Emperour's Preſents. 


| Þ See the general Expectation that there 
| will be here this night a'M 1gnificent Ap- 
pearance, has produc'd otie. And asit of- 
ren happens in publick'Shews, that the<chief 
'part of them is madeby choſe that come to 
ſee them : ſohere, befides chem whoſe Du- 
ty obliges them to atten at the ſofemnity, 
| there is a greater concvuurſe of fine'people 
| of either Sex, than any rhing of this nature 
| has for theſe inany years-occafion'd. And 
not onely many of the.Ladies wear in their 
Ribbands little lefsvivid colours,;than thoſe 
of their faces, and are fet out with Jewels 
almoſt asſparkling as their Eyes, ( which 
yet the Courtiers think were able to warm 
the Kiſſzar hearts, though all the Ice and 
Snow oftheir Country guarded them ) but 
the Men themſelves are many of them as 
finely and as richly dreſs'd, as if even they 
came as well to be ſeen as to ſee. Andif 
the Embaſſadour be, what a man of bis Em- 
ployment ſhould be, ( and what ſome ſay 
CE 3 he 
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heis) a Perſon acquainted with the Man- | 


ners of Men 3 he :cannot but know, That 
we, as other Nations, value our own Fa- 
ſhions enough, to look upon Men diſguis'd 
by the Ryſſzar dreſs',as little better than An- 
ticks, if not as ſome new kind of Northern 
Animals. But for all this Gazing throng of 


Gawdy Spectators, that were able to put 


an ordinary Stranger out of Countenance, 
to appear 1n a habit differing from theirs ; 
the Embaſladour,and thoſe that come along 
with him, think it not fit to decline the 
Ruſſzan habit or Ceremonies, for the Eng- 
liſh , but keep to the Ceremonies us'd in 
Muſcovy, as ſtritly as if the Monarch of ic 
that ſent them hither ſaw them here; and 
are not diſcourag'd from this Manly pro- 
ceedidg, by ſeeing themſelves ſtar'd at for 
it by a number of Gawdy ſpectators, . that 
wear Cloaths, and uſe Ceremonies, to dif- 
fering from theirs And whatever thoſe 
may think of the Embaſladour , that are 
wont toeſtimate Men by the faſhionableneſs 
of their Cloaths; yet the Wiſer and more 
Intelligent do not blame him, for refuſing 
 todiſparage the Faſhions of his own people, 
by appearing aſham'd of them 3 but, do 
rather think it prudent in hiw, to prefer the 
pleaſing of his Maſter, and his own Coun- 
try-men, before the gratifying of _ 
ince 
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7 fince'tis not here, but at home, that he ex*- 
| pets the recompence of his Behaviour,and 
| Embaſſy. - | 4.28; 
1 - Thus, when a Chriſtian, who belongs to 
a Celeſtial King, and whoſe Citizen-ſhip is 
ir Heaven, being but a Strawger upon Earth, 
converſes among the Aer of the World, 
though in Matters indifferent, there is oft- 
times requird by Prudence, as much of 
Compliance as is allow'd by Innocence; 
yet, \when there happens an Occaſion , 
wherein he cannot comply with the de- 
pravd Cuſtoms of thoſe among whom he 
Lives, without difobeying Him for whom 
he Lives,and whoſe Servant he is, or doing 
| ſomething that would derogate from the 
| Dignity of a Perſon related to ſuch a Ma- 
| ſter, he will then lefs conſider what may 
be thought of him by a Multitude, than 
what Account he 1s to render to him, who 
has forbidden Men to follow a Multitude to 
do Evil. And, as he knows, That his reward 
would be much leſs than he reckons upon, 
if it were a thing to be receiv'd on Earth, 
| not in Heaven : So, how ſtrange and unta- 
ſhionable ſoever his Conformity to the 
Orders of his own Soveraign may appear, 
he chuſes rather to diſpleaſe Men than God, 
and aCts, as both ſeeivg, and being ſeen by, 
Him that is Inviſible, 
Cc3 A 


| 
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A Continuation of the Diſcourſe. 


Nd this ought to be more eafie to him, 
thantheir Singularity 1s to the Ruſſe- 
ans, Fhave been mentioning 3 for whereas 
theſe, if they be knowing, and impartial, 
refuſe our Modes and Rites, not becau e 
they are worſe, but onely becauſe they are 
other than thoſe of their Country ; he're- 
fuſes to conform to the forbidden faſhions 
of this World, not for their being different 
from thoſe of the Kiogdom he belongs to, 
but for their being bad, and condemn'd by 
Him that cannot err : 
oppoſite praQtices, the ſame infallible Judge 


; pronountes by the mouth of a Perſon by 


him inſpir'd, that theſe are the good things, 


Titus 3, 8, 41d the profitable unto Men. And whereas, 


_ theſe Strangers fee nothing 1n this magni- 
ficent Aſſembly, whoſe F > Tocka they de- 
cline, fir'to be deſpiſed, bur ſee ſome Per- 
ſons 1n it, to whom they pay a great re- 
ſpect, and who deſerve it vpon another 
account,than that of their wearingCrownsz 


_ thoſe that are Loyal to Virtue, have cauſe 
_ toJook upon thoſe they 


refuſe to be like, 
with a noble, and juſt Indigoation, as Per- 


fons that have degraged themſelves, and by 


GOES” 


Whereas, of the , 


ee Yi 3 <tittete es. rake. 


]un1:zorthy Pradices: blemiſh'd, ed 1 alnoft | 
| :orfeited, the Dignity of their: Nature, and” 
[ihe nobler Title: of Chriſtians. And, 
| whereas theſe 42yſcovites are morally cer- 
{tain, that we ſhall never prefer their Fa- 
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ſhions to our own; the- Chriſtian has as 


| grear an aſſurance, that thoſe, whoſe Pra- 
| dices he diflents. from, will one day re- 
| pent, that theirs diſiented from his, and 
| will wiſh they had imitated what they now 
| ſeem to ſcorn. And however, when he 


ſhall come to the celeſti3} City he belongs 


| to, he will be in danger : o be derided for 


the ſake of Piecy, fince rhoſe,' that deride 
Piety, will noebeadmitted: chere. And as 
theſe Rvuſſz:1#5 could not take a better way 
than that of not ſneaking, to avoid che ha- 


'ving their Rites and Perſons undervaluwd 5 


ſo tor a Chriſtian, not to bluſh at his unfa- 
ſhionableſt Prattices, ſeems the hopefulleſt 
way to keep. them and him from being 
ſcorn'd, eſpecially with thoſe, who having 
themſelves no Quality better than Confi- 
dence, value it moſt 1a others. And ſure 
it werea very unlikely way to keep others 
from deſpiſing the Cuſtoms of the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem , for him that belongs to it to 
appear aſham'd of them himſelf, Nor 
have piousPerſons cauſe to be out of Coun- 
tenance, at the fogulanigy ev'n of a ſtrictly. 
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virtuous Deportments, ſince, being ( as the 
Scripture tells us ſuch Men in generalare) 


fellow Citizens with the Saints and Dome- 


ſticks of God, they cannot juſtly be blam'd, 

if they aſpire: to be as like as they can here, 

to thoſe, whom they deſire and hope to be 
perfely like hereafter. And if the An- 
gels ( as the Scripture in ſeveral places 
ſeems to intimate ) are witneſſes of our 
Adions, the ſmalleſt number of unfaſhion- 
able good Men, may, upon that ſcore, ſay 

to one another, as the Prophet did to his 
Servant, upon the account of the Heavenly 
Hoſt that ſurrounded him, Fear 20t, for they 
that be with us are more thaw they that be with 
them, And the approbation of theſe ilJu- 
minated,. happy, and glorious Spirits, is 
ſuremore conſiderable than that of mortal, 


and, which is worſe, of ſenſual Meo, whe- _ 


ther we confider their Number, or their 
Judgments. And however, the Day will 
come, when thoſe that deſpiſe his Singula- 
rity, will envy his Happineſs; one wel- 
coming ſmile from Chriſt will make him 


amends for all the ſcorofill ſmiles of Sinful - 


men; And the ſentence of Abſolution, and 
Bliſs, ſolemnly pronounc'd before God, 
An gels, and Men,. will not onely recom- 
ſewrh him for the Worlds Diſeſteem, but 
ew thathe did ma it - 
R FE- 


+, 
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REFLECTION VI. 
Upon the ſight of Roſes and Tulips growing 


near one another. 


JO 


"ET? fo uncommon a thing to ſee Tulips 
laſt till Roſes come to be blown, 
{ that the ſeeing them in this Garden grow 


+ | together, as it deſerves my notice, ſo me- 


j thinks it ſhould ſuggeſt to me ſome Refle- 
] &ion or other on it. And perhaps it may 

not be an improper one. to' compare the 
difference betwixt theſe two kinds of Flow- 
ers, to the diſparity which I have often ob- 
ſerv'd, betwixt the Fates of thoſe young 
Ladies, that are onely very handſome, and 
thoſe that havea leſs degree of Beauty re- 
compenc'd by the Acceſſion of Wit, Dif- 
cretion, and Virtue: For Tulips, whil(t 
they are freſh, do indeed by the Luſtre,and 
Vividneſs, of their Colours, more delight 
the Eyethan Roſes 3 but then they do not 
alonequickly fade, but as ſoon asthey have 
loſt that freſhneſs, and gawdineſs that folely 
indeat'd them, they degenerate into things 
not onely undeſirable, but diſtaftful; where- 
as Roies, befides the moderate Beauty 
they diſcloſs:to theEye, (which is ſufict- 


Ent 
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ent to pleaſe, though not to charm it ) do 
not onely keep their Colour longer than 
Tulips, byt when that decays, retain a per- 
fam'd Odour, and divers uſeful Qualities, 
and. Virtues,that ſurvive the Spring, and te- 


commend themall the Year. Thus thoſe 


unadvis'd young Ladies, that becauſe Na- 
ture has given themBeauty enough,deſpiſe 
all other Qualities, and ev that.regular 
Diet which. 1g ordinarily requifite-to make 
Beauty it felf laſting, not onely are wont 
to.decay betimes, but as ſoon as they have 
Joſt that Youthful freſhneſs, that alone en- 
dear'd them, quickly paſs from being Ob- 
jects of Wonder, —_ Love, to be lo of 
Pity, if not of Scorn; Whereas thoſe that 
were as ſollicitous to enrich their Minds, 
as to adorn their Faces, may notonely with 
a mediocrity of Beauty be very deſirable 
whil'ſt that laſts, but nowitbftandiog the 
receſs of that, and Youth, may, by the fra- 
grancy of their Reputation, and thoſe Vir- 
tues and Ornaments of the Mind, that Time 
do's but improve, be always ſufficiently 
endear'd to thoſe that have merit enough 
to diſcero,and value,ſfuch Excellencies ; and 


whoſeEſteem and Friendſhip is alone worth 


their being concern'd for, In a word, they 
prove the happieſt, as wellas they are the 
wiſeſt, Ladies, that whil'ſt they poſſeſs = 

E: deſira- 
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: 9 ye: . | 

| defirable Qualities that Youth is wont to 
| oive, negle&t'not-the acquift of thoſe that 
| Age cannot take away. 


mn... 4 * 


REFLECTION VIE. 


(Taken out of the 24 Book of the* Mar-# an un: 
tyrdom of Theodore, and turn'd into publiſh'd 
F-T's, onal Medi "re ) Piece of 
an Occaſiona itation. che Au: 
thor's. 


Upor the ſight of a Branch of Corral among « 
great Prince's ColleFion of Curioſities. 


HE preſent and future condition of a 
' Chriſtian, eſpecially of a Martyr, is 
not il! repreſented by what we take notice 
of in Corral; fot whilſt that Shrub'yet lives, 
and remains faſtned' ro its native earth or 
ſoil, it grows tan obſcure Region of the 
world, and is perpetually furrounded, and 
over-flown, by the brackiſh and unpleaſant 
waters of the Sea, and oftentimes expos'd 
to the irregular agitations of its waves. 
Befides , the ſubſtance of this Plant ( as' 
thoſe that ſhould know inform us ) is but. 
ſoft and tender under water, and itscolour 
but {ad and unlively ; nor is it, likethe To- 
lip or the Roſe-buſh,adorn'd with any plea- 
lant verdute, and much leſs does it flou = 
| Wit 
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with gawdy colours. And whilſt it remains | 


little diſcloſe it ſelf, that men fail over it _| 


without ſuſpeCting or dreaming they have | 


any thing of precious under their feet ; and 
by the fiſhes, in whoſe Region,or rather Ele- 
ment, it grows, 'tis paſsd by wholly un- 
xegarded': But when this unheeded Corral 
cores to be torn off from its root, and 
* pluck'd out of his ſoil, and fo is kill'd inthe 


capacity of a Plant, it then exchanges the | | 


dark and unquiet place it was confin'd to 
for a more elevated and lightſome Region 
and inſtead of ſharing the fate of common 
Shrubs and Flowers, firſt to degenerate in- 


to fading colours and offenſive ſmells, and *' 


then to periſh, either by rottenneſs or fire, 
our Corral, by the violence offer'd to it,ac- 
quires a delightful redneſs, together with 
a ſolidity and a durableneſs, that makes it + 
a thing ſo lovely and immortal, that it 
ſerves for an Ornament, for the Cabinets of 
the Curious 3and what ſtupid Fiſhes do not 
at all regard, thoſc nobler Creatures, Men, 
do ſo highly prize, that oftentimes it finds 
place even among the Rarities of Princes. 
Thus, a true Chriſtian, whilſt he 1s yet 
confin'd tothe Region of the Animal Life, 
lives oftentimes in an obſcure and low con- 
dition, and far from that proſperous ſtate 
F- | wherein 


under water, the excellency of it does ſo | 
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{wherein the world's Favourites are wott 
[to flouriſh, he is almoſt perpetually ex+ 
pos'd to preſſures and afflictions,' and either 
moft men conſider him not at all, or thofe 
that look at his out-fide onely are apt to 
deſpiſe him becauſe Ws ſo homely, And 
he is not onely in fucFM{ſcemingly forlorn) 
condition, as madethe Pſalmiit complain 
of himſelf, that al/ the waves paſs 'd over him 
but ( like thoſe Plants of Corral, that, not 
orowing ſo near the ſhoar, are conſtantly 
cover'd with water, as well as ſometimes 
diforder'd by ſtorms ) the calamittes that 
do, as 1t were, over-whelm him, are never 
| altogether remov'd, even inthe intervals of 
thoſe tempeſtuous Fits which mcreaſe his 
] Diſtreſles : - But when the violenceof ſick- 
| neſs, or the fury of a Perſecuter ſhall have 
| taken away his life , he muſt be then tranſ- 
lated into a higher -and happier Region, 
Afiidtions and Diſtreſſes will beall left be- 
hind.” - And when the ſenſual Idolizers of 
their Bodies ſhall be condemn'd to have 
thoſe asloathſomeas were their Minds, and 
as reſtlels as their guilty Conſctences, His 
Body ' will obtain new and glorious Qua- 
lities like that of his Redeemer , and' his 
Soul ſhall find no leſs happy a Transfigu- 


ration, * the mortal part will bs ſwallowed up * 2 Cor.s; 


of life, that perfeFion which is but in " _o 
a 
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'be dope.away. And. theſe mewly ac | 
re: of the whole man, will 


never after vaniſh or decay. And he that 
liv'd unregarded by the {tupid Inhabitants 
of the earth, ſhall be;zoyftully welcom'd in- 
tothe bleſt ſociet ae. 
what is'iofinitely mWe, be graciouſly wel- 
com'd. and (dignifi'd, bg: .the Son. of God 
himſelf. Men yon not.therefore, by a 
Chriſtians preſent (tate, take their meaſures 
of his future fate, but rather ſhoujd re- 
member that he who ſaid, of ſuch, They ſhall 


Mal: 2. 17.be mine inthe day whey wake up p_ ſpecial 
* Segullah. treaſures, 18 one whoſe Eſtimate of Perſons 


and Conditions we may lately .rely .upon, 
ſince he 15s,able to make any of them infalli- 
bly ſuch as.he pleaſes to,pronounce them, 
and conſequently. we.may look wupan .the 
conſtant / Chriſtian's ; diftering condition, 


t Joh.3.2, With his eyes that; ſaid We are now the Sons 


of God, \and it does not G\ingeed) yet appear 
what we' ſhall'be,; but we. know that when be 
ſball' appear, we. ſpall-be like HIM; who 
would be like 'bimſelf alone, did. not. his 
goodneſs vouchſafe toexalt thoſe that ove 
him,toalikeneſs, which makes them, very 
unlike the gloriouſeſt things we .here/ad- 

thire, by incomparably tranſcending them. 


RE: 


leſtial Spinits,:and, 


ce. wWiaia & & &@f &, Lond 


| 


{ the Precepts of: Vertue, asſuch excellent 
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REFLECTION VM. 
| Upon the ſight of the effe@s # leis ; 


glaſs. 


T is a fault incident to many good mert, 
to be too much indiſpos'd'to entertaiti 


things deſerve,incaſe thofe that teach them 
do not practiſe them. - There-are too many 


| that do not think themſelvesoblig'd totake 


even the wholeſomeſt advice. from thoſe, 


{ whom they ſee: more careful to give'it 
] others, thanto follow it themſelves. - And 


ſome of them are ſo nice, 'that 'they will 


| ſcarce reada Book of Devotion, unleſs * 


come,likethat St. Joh-eat in'theAporalypſe, 
from the hand: of an Angel. 'But for-n 
part, though I hope I both value and deſi 


Religious Preachers as:much as the reſt-5f x 


my Brethren, yet Ithink it-would be much 
to the injury of Scripture and of Reaſon, If 
we ſhould ſuffer the perſonal faults of ment 
to keep them from doing:that good; their 
vature fits them for. The Etymologyof the 
Goſpel importiog its being welcome news, 
'tis pity that any one that teaches it-ſhould 
not have a title to the Charafter 'Davil 

.- gave 
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pave Abimaaz, of whom he ſaid, that be & 


a good man,and brings good tidings. But my 
defirouſneſs of. piety iri a Preacher is more 
| forothers ſake than mine. For I know not 
why Truth, which is an intelleual thing, 
ſhould loſe its nature by any moral vitiouſ- 
neſs in the Propoſer. I know there is ſome- 
thing extraordinary in the 'caſe of Noah, 
Who awoke from his Wine and 1mmedi- 
ately propheſied, and yet the Event verifi'd 
his Predictions. Our: Saviour inſtructing his 
-Diſciples abour the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who ate in 49ſes's Chair, at the ſametime 
commands them to conform to their Do- 
Erine, when. he forbids them to imitate 
their Example. The Wiſe-men did not the 
leſs find Chrift at Bethlzhezs, though the 
Prieſts and Phariſees ſent them without” ac- 


.companying 'them:thither.. And the Af» 


rian General was cured of his Leprofie'by 
following the Prophet's preſcription.con- 
vey'd him by that Gehazz, who, by his un- 
- worthy carriage in that buſineſs; trant- 


"planted (if I may fo ſpeak) that foul Diſcaſe- . 


:10to himſelf and his poſterity, [ wall there- 
Fore conſider Sermons more than Preach- 
ers: For as ina Burning-glafs, though the 


S$un-beams do bur illuſtrate, 'not heat, it in 


'their'paſſage,they may yer,by its afliſtance, 
kindle ſubjefts that are more diſpoſed ts 
ys receive 


EE . | 
! receive their ation : So thoſe very Truths 
and Notions ofa learned Preacher, which 
do but enlighten him, may inflame his 
Hearers, and kindle 1a their hearts the love 
of God. And asif a perfume be ſet on fire 
by the Beams proje&ed through a Burning- 
plaſs ( which they do not ſo much as warm 
la their paſſage } the Scent 1s nolels odori- 
ferous and grateful, than if it had been 
produc'd by an aftually burning coal. So 
| neither is that Devotion which is kindled 
by the Eloquence of an indevout Preacher 
any whit the leſs acceptable to God for 
their not being themſelves affected with the. 
| Zeal they beget in others. And what the 
Book of Kings relates of Eliſha's Bones,con- 
tains a far greater Miracleino the Hiſtorical, 
than in the Allegorical ſenfe,in which 'tisno 
ſuch wonder to ſee a Man rais'd to life by a 
dead Prophet. 


” 


REFLECTION IX. 


Upon the ſinding a Horſe-ſloe inthe High- 
oF 


HE common people of this Country 
have a Tradition, that 'tis a lucky 
thing to find a Horſe-ſhoe, And though 
D4d 'twas 
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*twas to make my ſelfmerry with this fond 
conceit of the ſuperſtitious Vulgar,l ſtoop'd 
to take this up 3 yet now I obſerve ja it a 


Circumſtance that may, for ought I know, 


ſomewhat juſtifie the Tradition. ForlT take 
notice , "that though Horſe-ſhoes are by 
travelling worn out, yet if they had a ſenſe 
of their own condition , it might afford 
them ſome conſolation in ir, that the ſame 
Journies that waſte them make them both 
uſeful and bright, Whereas, though the 


Horfe-ſhoe I have taken up have not been 


conſum'd upon the account of travelling, 


it has been catenup by ruſt, which waſtes 


it as well as Attrition would have done, 


but does not give it the luſtre it would have 


receivd from that. I meet with many , 
who, very unmindful that He who was 
juſtly ſty1'd the Wiſe-man, whoſe counſel 
It was, that whatever our hand finds to do 


we ſhould do it with all our might, ec. 


make it the main buſineſs of their life 
merely tolengthen it, that are far more ſol- 
licitous to live long, than well, and would 
not undergo the leaſt labour, or endure the 
leaſt hardſhip, to do the greateſt Good, 
but had rather loſean hundredopportunities 
of ſerving God, or obliging Men, than one 
Entertainment, or an hours ſleep, and all 
this under the pretence of minding their 


Health, 
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IHealth, and- complyiog with the Dictates 
lof ſelf-preſervation. But I have, often 
lobſerv'd too, that ev'n theſe jolly People 
that ſeldome have a ſerious Thought, but 
lhow to avoid ſerious Imployments, may , 


Divertiſements, or rather a conſtant Di- 
verfion from the true end of them , make 
their Lives indeed thereby uſeleſs, but not 
at all immortal. And truly, Feavres, Plu- 
rifies, and other acute Diſeaſes, that are 
home-bred, beſides thoſe numerous fatal 
ones that are caught by Contagion, and a 
multitude of Caſualties, do cut off ſo many 
before they reach old Age, in compariſon 
of thoſe, that the Diligence, and Induſtry, 
impos'd by Religion, or Curioſity, deſtroy, 
that I think ſo great a fear of uſing the 
{Body for the intereſts of the Soul, and of 
him to whom we owe both, do's very little 
become his Diſciples, who ſaid ; That 
'twas his Meat to do the Will of God that 
ſent him, and to accompliſh his Work, The 
trouble of Thirſting, and Sweating, and 
Undreſſing, wouldto an ingenious Man be 
bur juſt recompenc'd by the bare pleaſures 


| from thoſe, which he looks upon as the al- 
moſt onely Manly employmeats, the exer- 
d 2 ciſe 


— 


vy making their whole Lives, a Succeſſion 
0 


of Eating, and Drinking, and Sleeping, to 
confine an honeſt and inquiſitive Perſon | 


TILT 
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ciſe of Virtue, and the purſuit of Know- 


ledge, by tellivg him, that ſuch a forbear- | 


ance may protraCt his Life, is, to promiſe 
a thing upon a condition that deſtroys the 
end and uſe of itz and he will look upon 
it, asif you ſhould offer him a Horſe, pro- 
vided he will not ride him, or a PerſpeCtive- 
glaſs, upon condition he ſhall not draw it 


out, for fear the Air ſhould, as it ſome- 


times do's, impair the Glaſſes. A Heaven- 
born Soul would fcarce think it worth while 
to ſtay here below, if its work muſt be, not 
to imploy the Body, bur to tead it. Thoſe 
that are ſo unreaſonably afraid to ſpend 
their: Spirits, are in ſome regards leſs excula- 
ble than Miſers themſelves;for though both 
hoard up things that cannot be better 1n- 
joy'dthan by being parted with, the chict 


pſes for which they were intruſted with * 


them; yet in this, thoſeT blame are more 
cenfurable than the Covetous themſelves, 
fince theſe,by their Niggardlineſs,can avoid 
ipending their Money, but the others, by 
their Lazineſs, cannot avoid the Confump- 
tion of their time. I know a Man may be 
Prodigal of himſelf, as well as his Eſtate, 
and that. both thoſe Profuſions are faults, 
and therefore fit to be declin'd. Burt if 1 
could'not ſhun both the Extremes, certain- 
ly, fince we all muſt Dye, and the queſtion 
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/ 1snot whether or. no we. will Live-for ever, 
( for the moſt that can be hop for, is not 
to be priviledg'd from Death, but onely 
to be longer repriv'd ). but whether we 
will rather indeavourto lead a Life, mean, 
and unprofitable, a few more days, or a 
glorious Life, for a ſomewhat leſs number 
of them ?: I. ſhould rather chuſe to ſpend 
my Life quickly, than uſcleſsly 3, for he 
that lays out himſelf for Eternity, if he loſe 
any Portionof his time upon that account, 
1s the ſogner pur into poſleſſion of an In- 
exhauſlible ſtock if it 3 whereas thoſe, who, 
that they may Live long, meanly forgo the 
ends of Living, and ſeek, by Lazineſs, to 
protract an inſignificant ſtay on Earth, 
would, ſhould they reach their Aim, add ra- 
| ther to their Years than to their Lite. 


—_— _— 
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REFLECTION -X. 


Upon the Shop of an ugly Painter rarely ,, 1.6 
well Stor'd with Pictures, of very Hague. 


handſome Ladies. 
Genorio, Lindamor, Euſcbius. 
Genor. Ere is a deceitful Shop of Beau- 


ty, where many that come but 
Da3 tO 
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to wonder, meet with Love, andev'n when 
they buy, not what they like, pay their 
Hearts for it 3 the Shop being ſo well fur- 


niſh'd, that, Beauty ſeems here to have 


aſlum'd all the variety of Features, and 
Complexions, ſhe can be dreſs'din, and fo 
exquiſitely to have fitted all Gazers, with 
proportionate and attraCtive Objects, that 
nothing but an abſolute Incapabllity of 
Love, 1s here able to protect them from 
that Paſſion, which, not to reſent among 
ſo many inſpiring Wonders, were one. 


If in theſe Faces, the Originals equal the 


Tranſcripts, if Art have not flatter'd Na- 
ture, and attempted more to inſtru than 
imitate her ; and if the Painter have not 
elected, rather to have his Pieces lik'd, than 
like, here are Apologies for Love, that can 
procure it not onely Pardons, but Proſe- 
lites. I muſt (in that caſe ) add, that 
there are moreSuns than one, whole Bright- 


neſs, ev'n by ReficCtion,can dazle ; here are. 


Princeſſes more illuſtrious for the Blood 
that lightens in their Cheeks, than for that 
which runs in their Veins, and who, like 
victorious Monarchs, can conquer at a di- 
itance, and captivate by Proxie. 

Euſeb. I tear, Genorio , that you are fo 
tranipotted with your Text, that you will 
"Quite forget ( 11 ever you jntended it ) to 

Ee: . mak e 
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| makea Homily uponit : For you talk at 


ſuch a rate, as if you were about to loſe, 
to the Pictures of Ladies, the liberty, your 
Friend Mr. Boyle would be thought to have 
ever defended againſt their Originals, and 
fanci'd, that it might add to the other Re- 
ſemblances you fo admire berwixt them, 
if both of them were made Enemies to 
ſertouſnels. 

Lind. | preſume, Gerorio will willingly 
allow me, to ſerve him art this turn; tor 
whether or no he meant us a Reflection; 
ſome charmes or other he has met with 1n 
theſe Piures, ſcem to have fo arreſted his 
Thoughts, as well as his Looks, that:we 
ſhall not have them haſtily deliver'd from 
ſo pleaſing -a Captivity z and the Know- 


ledge I alone, of us three, - have of the 


Drawer of theſe PiCtures, ſupplics me with 
a Circumſtance, without which, I ſhould 
not, when Euſebius | 1s by, offer at an Occa- 
flional Meditation : But upon this advan- 
tage, [| ſhal] verture to tell you, T hacthe 
thing | was con{idering, was, that though 
the Limner have drawn ſome Pieces, as 
handſome as Lovers think, or wiſh their 
Miſtreflcs, and ſome ( as they tell me ) fo 
like, that an actual Confrontation of the 
Artilt's works, and Nature's would ſcarce 
diltioguiſh them, (lnce the former would 
1d 4 appear 
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appear todifler from the later, butin that 
filence, which the laters admiration, to ſee 
themſelves ſo perfetly repreſented, would 
impole) yet is the Painrer himſelt fo de- 
formed a Creature, that he might draw a 
lovelierF2ceev'n than any here,by drawing 
one perfectly unlike his own, Alas, this 
diſcloſes the diflerence there may be be- 
twixt the being able to write fine Chara» 
Cters of Virtue, and the poſſeſſing of it. 
How ridiculous ſhould I eſteem this Lim- 
ner, if with all his uglineſs, he ſhould 
eſteem himſelf handſome, becauſe his.Pen- 
cll can draw. Faces that are fo / As abſurd 
wereit for us, to grow proud of our devout 
Compoſures ,, and fancy Picty ours, bes» 
cauſe our Diſcourſes can poſlibly inamour 
others of it, * The Devil ſometimes do's 
unmoleſtediy ſuffer us to write well, if he 
can bur perſuide us weneed do no more, 


and thar good Pens may diſpenſe us from 


good Actions. Our Paper-wars agaiolt 
Vices, are oftentimes like Alexander's, a- 
ainſt the Neighbouring Nations, not out 
of Hatred ; but Glory, not to Extirparte, 
| but ro Conquer-them, and manifeſt to the 
World the ſufficiency of our Parts, by a 
Victory , #fter which, we often treat the 
yanquiſh'd Enemy with greater Courteſie, 
than thoſe Whole Quarrel we undertook. 
Dit- 


—— — —C xz 


LC ITT Go er 


J 
5 
x 


: 
£ 


(409) 


| Diſcourſcs agaioſt  Viges , may be as well 
] indited by Vanity, as by Zeal , and meant 
| to expreſs Wir, not. perluade Piety.. And/ 


(as it chanceth but too frequently) we graw 
proud of chem, we do.,like Witches turning 
Exorciſts, onely comply with Satan to caſt 
out the Devil. 15 158 

Euſeb. To ſecond your pions RefleCtion, 
Lindamor, with ſome thoughts futable to 


| my Profeflion, I will add, that in the caſe 
| you put , it happens to us as It ance did'ty 
Gideon , who, of. the ſpells; of God and Judges 8. 
Iſraels conquered Evemigs made . ay 37 75 


Idol, which pravid, 1a the end, his, and 


his houſes Snare, 'T was a molt inſtructive 


Check, and divine admonition, that our 
Saviour, gave his Apoſtles, when, in the 
account they brought him of their Em- 
baſly, they joyfully related their exer- 
ciszd power, of  diſpoſlefiing Devils ; 
Notwithſtanding ( an{wer'd Chriſt ) z# this 
rejoice not, that Spirits are ſubje@ to you, 
but rather rejoice that your names are written 
in Heaven, In «effe&, though Judas were 
one of the Perſons, inveſted with this 
miraculous power of caſtiog Devils out of 
others, yet we read that Satas afterwards 
enter d into Tudas, and that it had been good 
for him, that he had never been born. $And 
though, as Soulozz0n tells us, He that winzetb 
Souls, 


' that ſhall be call'd great inthe Kingdome of 


(410) 
Couls, 3s wiſe, yet it is he only that ſhall 
do, as well as teach, the Commandments 


. Bats 419: Heaver, And the Judge himſelf informing 


Mar; 7; 
2 F2+ 234 


Luk. 6 4 


us, that, at the worlds laſt day, many 
will plead their having in his name not 
onely propheſy'd or preach'd, but caſt oft De- 
vzls, and ſhall yet be diſclaim'd by him ; 
ſufficiently intimates, that 'tis as poſlible, 
as unavailable, to doe many wonderful works 


( for Religion ) and to be workers of 
 T#iquity. The true Chriſtian ſhould, Lin- 
daamor, be willing to impart any uſeful Dil- 


coveries that God ſhall pleaſe to vouch- 
ſafe him; but he will ever conſider the 
taking'{t Notions he can frame of vertue, 
more as Engagements to it, than Argu- 


ments of it 5 and fince there is not any 


thing in which Charity ought more to be- 


gin at home than in devout Inſtructions, 


he will endeavour to make himſelf as 
much. Piety's Votary, as Advocate; to 
imitate thoſe truly riſemer , that as they 
inform'd thoſe of Jeruſalem , of the Star 
they had ſeen in the Eaſt, did themſelves 


follow it, till it brought them unto Chriſt; 


to entitle himſelf to that of our Saviour, A 
goods man, out of the good treaſure of his 
heart, brings forth good things; and (finally) 
to take his Celebrationsfof vertue trom his 
Expe- 


| 
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Experience, not his Fancyz as Nurſes 
firſt feed themſelves, to nouriſh their ſuck- 


ing Infants, to whom they give no meat, 


which they have not in their own Breaſts 
firſt digeſted into Milk, leſt (like the Car- 
penters that toyl'd ro build the Ark to 
ſave Noah from the Deluge, themſelves 


eriſht in, ) when he has preach'd to others ,* Cor: 91, 


himſelf ſhould prove a Caſt-away. 


pI 


A Continuation of the Diſcourſe. 


Genor, (OUre, Gentl-men, *tis. a happy 
4A) thinge to be able to convert the 
meaneſt things to the noble(t ufes, and 
make whatever one pleaſes, ſubſervient 
to Piety, by ſkilfully imploying ev'n ſlight 
and unpromiſing Occaſions , to repreſent 
her, with the Advantages of a vary'd and 
ſurpriziong Dreſs, whereby you may procure 
that Veftue lovers, and your ſelves friends: 
For her Votaries are ſo ingenuous and difin- 
treſs'd in their Amours, that they have as 
well a kindneſs for their Rivals, as their 
Miſtreſs. | | | 
_ Lind. I] will not deny but that there 
may be Perſons ſo inflam'd with heaven- 
ly Love, that their Devotion is able, 


| like the laſt fire, that 1s to refine or d:(toy 


the 
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the World, to turn all things. into Fuel 
for its vitorious flames, and who, when 
they are once ingag'd in Meditation, can 
make their pious thoughts excite themſelves 
and flames up higher, and higher, with- 
out the aſliance of other Inceatives, than 
what their own fervency procures them; as 
> :'tis obſerved, that when the fire has ſeiz'd 
-upon a Town, by how ſmall a ſpark. ſo- 
ever it have been kindl'd, if Ku flame 
come to be very great, though the air be 
very calm, the fire it felt. will produce a 
wind, that, without the help of Bellows, 
ſhall ſtrongly blow ir, . and make it blaze 
the more,, and aſpire towards Heaven. 
But,Genorio, when-ever,(.for I anſwer. but 
for my ſelf) I ſhall meet with any ſuch hap- 
_ py Contemplators, I ſhall have the Juſtice 
tobe one of their Admirers, without ha- 
ving the vanity topretend to be one of their 
number. 

. Exſeb. And I, for my part, ſhall «ell you, 
Genorio, that though there. may be divers 
charitable perſons, beſides your ſelf, that by 
the Expreſſions it becomes me to uſe in 
ſome of my Meditations, and other com-» 
poſures of the like Nature , way be apt 
to fancy that I am my ſelf , as devout as[ 
indeavour to make my Readers, yet you 


muſt not imaginethat my mind, like one of 
thoſe 
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thoſe Writings, has noother thoughts than 
Religious , or at leaſt moral ones; For 
thoſe may be the productions, not ofa con- 
ſtant frame of mind, but of Occaſional 
Fits of Devotion : And you may read a 
greater number of ſuch Reflections in an 
hows than perhaps'I have made ina month, 
not to ſay, ina year. And I muſt iygenuouſ- 
ly confeſs to you , that I think it more 
eaſjeto make ten good Sermons than to 
practiſe one, and to declaim againſt all 
ſins than to relinquiſh any : There goes 
much leſfſe ſelf-denial to conform to the 
Precepts of Cicero, than to thoſe of Chriſt, 
and I find it ſo much leſs difficult to excite 
other mens paſſions, than to command my 
own, that if you will not ſuffer your 
charity too much to injure your judgment, 
You mult look upon the devouter paſſages 
you may have met with among my Com- 
polures, as Expreſſions of whatI ai:- **, 
rather than of what 1 prattiſe. 


The End of the laſt Seton, 
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